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TToKMHYB KOPHIOP, Mesb 06HapyKMII, 9TO HAXOOUTCS B OTKPLHITOM KOCMOCE, # 3TO JOKA3HBAJIO, UTO
BceneHHas, B KOTOPYIO OH IIOIaJl, UMEEeT CTPYKTYPY, MOf0OHYI0 ero COOCTBEHHOM, a He TOii, B
KOTOPYIO OH TTOJHSIJICS.

Yepes MrHOBEHHE TI0CTIe 9TOTO To(ella BEICIANN U3 XPaHUIHIIA.

— O, Takas BceleHHas BHI3LIBAET HOCTAJIBIUIO. ,[[OJ'I}KHBI JIX MBI HQ4dTh UCCII€O0BATH, IIIIAHUPYET JIA
9Ta BCEJIEHHAsd BTOPXKEHNE U HET?»

He OBl70 HUKaKUX COMHEHHUY B TOM, YTO OHU OOHapyxKunu Bo3Hecenue BcenenHoit AnbpeiiHa u
MCCIIe[IOBaJIK ee, HO 9TO He 03HaydaJjlo, YTO OHU IJIAHUPOBAJIM aTaKoBaTh, IIPOCTO OHU TIOTYUUIIN
nH(pOPMAaLKIO U3 Hee.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, HE OBIJI0 HUYET0 CTPAHHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI MCCIIeIOBAaTh HElaBHO BO3HECEHHYIO
BceneHHyl0, maxke ABarT fefal 9T0, ¥ Y Hero He OBIJI0 HUKAKOT0 HaMepeHUs BTOPraThCs B IpyTHeE.

TakuM 06pa3oM, Hesb He 3HaJ, GBUIH JIH Y 9TOH BCEeJIEHHOM IIOXHe HaMePEeHHs UK HET B TOT
MOMEHT.

«JTa. Ims ux ke O1ara s HafgeloCh, YTO OHU MTPOCTO MCCIENOBAIHN €r0 pafu TI000MEITCTBA. »

Todemnr yneIGHYICS, BMECTO TOTO YTOGH OTBETHTS, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH 3HAJI, UTO Mens Ha caMoM fefe He
3a00TuICS 0 XKU3HU JIIOEl, KOTOPEIE YTPOXKAIKN €er0 CEMbe U APY3bIM.

OpHako OBII0 OBI YTOMHUTEIBHO, €CIIn (0}31 KaXas BCeJIEHHad, KOTOPasa MCCIJIeod0Bajia BCEJIEHHYIO
AnpeﬂHa, IIJIaHUPOBAJIa BTOPXKEHNE, II0O3TOMY OHHU OEeHCTBUTENIBHO HAJESIIINCh, YTO y OOJIBIIMHCTBA
BCEJIEHHBIX He OBIJIO IIJITAaHOB BTOPZKEHUA.

Hens u Todern OTIPaBUIECH Ha TIOMCKY IITTAHETH C XKUBBIMHE JIIOAbMHE, HO Yepe3 yac He 00HapyKUIII
HY OOHOM IJIAHETH], Jmaxe 0e3 JIogel.

XoTs TaM He OBIIO IJIaHeT, OBIJI0 MHOTO aCTEPOUIOB ¥ OCTATKOB pPa3pyIIeHHbIX pacTeHUH, HO
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHM OBIIM YHUYTOKEHHI IaJIeKO B IIPOILJIOM.

-IToxoxke, B IPOILIOM 3TO OblJIa 30Ha BOEHHHIX IeHCTBUM. ByneT nyuiie, ecnu Mbl OBICTPO TOKUHEM
9TOT PaKoOH.»

HWenb He mymall, 9YTO OHU CMOTYT HalTH KaKywo0-Tu60 WHGOPMAIIHMIO B PalioHe, KOTOPHIH OB
OIyCTOLIEH TaK HaleKo B MPOIIoM. UTOo Ke KacaeTcsl MPUYKH Pa3pyLIeHus 3TOT0 palioHa, To e
ObIJI0 BCE PaBHO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH HUYETO He 3Hajl 00 3TOW BCEJIEHHOM, TaK YTO EAUHCTBEHHOE,



4YTO UMEJIO 3Ha4YEeHHe, OBIIIM JIU OHU €r0 BparaMu HJIA HET.

[TpuMepHO Yyepes nojayaca Menb 06HaAPYKUII, YTO K HUM IIPUOIIHUKAIOTCS KaKue-TO JII0U, YTO ObIIO0
IEeNCTBUTEIHLHO HEOXKUIAHHO.

TTockombKy Henp XoTel HOIy4dnuTh HEKOTOPYI0 HH(POPMAIITIO, OH IoJIarai, YTo 3TO XOPOIIHii maHC. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCe IPuOIMXKaIIMecs ObIIN JOCTAaTOYHO cIa0bl, YTOOR OBITE HEMEIJIEHHO YOUTHIMH,
€CJTM OHM OBLIIM BparaMH.

— Crotii!l»
Kaxk To/mbKO OHM TPUOIU3UINCh, KOMAaHOUP OTPsma IpUKa3all Vemo u Todelry ocTaHOBUTHCS.

WM 3T0 He HPABUJIOCh, HO OHU He ObIIM HACTOIBKO MEJIOYHBEIMY, YTOOH YOUBATh UX BCEX I10 3TOU
IPUYKHE.

-KT0 THI TAKOU?»

Kak TOJBKO I'PyIIa OCTUTTIa TOUKH, TTie HaXomuauch Mens u Todeln, OHY OKPYXHUIH HX.

-M&I TpocTO 326y qUBIIKMECS Ty TEIIeCTBEHHUKH. »

Hens momyMar, 4To ¢ He3HAUYUTETLHOM JI0KBI0 60KeCTBa, 3TO He HONKHO OLITH TPYAHO 00MAHyTh UX.
— 3abyouBIIKEecs MyTelecTBeHHUKK? [ToKaxkuTe HaM Ballle Pa3pelleHne Ha MOe3aKy.»

[To croBam numepa TPYIIIEl, OHU Ka3aJKMCh YieHaMU OPraHU3aIiy ¢ O0/IbIION BIacThio. B IpoTUBHOM
Cly4ae, WX IPyIIa He OCMeuiIach 6kl ORITh HACTOJIBKO 6e3pacCymHOM Iepen AByMs 9KCIIePTaMH,
KOTOPBIX OHU HE MOTJIM U3MEPHUTh.

— Mt ero notepsiny. [loueMy TH JyMaellb, YTO MBI 3a0TyAUIKCE? MBI CTOIKHYIUCH C HEKOTOPHIMHU
npo6reMaMu U OTEPSIIN BCe, YTO HECIIH.»

Jlupep TPYIIEI paccMesincs, Korga e 3aroBopuiL.

-Tebe cnuikoM He Be3eT. Hy, 3To He uMeeT 3HAaUeHUs, TIOTEPSIJT THl €ero Uiy HeT. HaxomuThes 3a
npefeiaMu IjaHeTH 6e3 pa3pelleHns Ha IyTellecTBUe-IpecTymieHre. OTHbIHE Bbl 006a-padbl. Br
IOJXKHEI TIO3BOJIUTh HaM MOPAOOTUTH BAIllK AYIIX MIPSIMO CeAYac, UM MBI OTHAOUM IIpUKa3 06 apecTte
BCel Bamen cembu. He BONHY#TECH, KakK paObl, BEI OyOeTe UMETh YeCTh OBITh IIYIIEYHHIM MSICOM B
HallleM BEJIMKOM BTOPKEHUU B 9Ty HUUTOXKHYI0 BO3HECEHHYIO BCEJIEHHYIO.»



B To BpeMst Kak yufep I'PYIIIb TOBOPUII, OH HUKOIIA He YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €CTh KAKOH-TO IIAHC, YTO
Henb u Todern oToMcTST. X ypOBEHb He UMeJT 3HaYeHHUsI, IOTOMY YTO JIUAEP I'PYIIIL TBEPHO BEPHUII,
YTO HUKTO He IMOCMeeT OPOCUTDH BHI30B €T0 aBTOPUTETY.

Tak oH u YMED, HUYETO HE TTOHB.

ITocne Toro, Kak JIngep 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPUTH, BCE€ YJIEHBI I'DYIIIIEI YMEPIIN, HE OCTAaBUB IIOCIIE cebs
TPyIIa, 1 Henb YKpPal uX BOCIIOMUHAHUSA.

— OHU UCKanu CMEPTH, BOT ¥ yMepiu. UTo 3a rpymia AypakoB!»

Todel He 3HaN cofepKaHUsg BOCTIOMUHAHUN 9TOU I'PYIINLI, HO OBLI YBEPEH, YTO OHU 3aCITyKHUBAIOT
CMEepTH.

-OHM 3aCTyKUIU CMepPTh, HO OHM paboTasy MO BIACThI0 UMIIEPATOPa, YIIPABISIOUIET0 STOU
BCEJIEHHOM, KOTOPHIHU SIBIISIETCS TUPAHOM, II09TOMY faxke 0€CCMepTHHIe IeBITOTO YPOBHS HE
OCMEeJIUBAIOTCSI OPOCHTH BEI30B TAKOTO POMA JIIOMSIM. »

Bcenennas Oblyta 6€CX03HOM, HO CYIIIECTBOBAIa UMIIEPCKasi CeMbsi, KOTOpas YIIpaBisiia ei. B
BOCIIOMMHAHHUSX TeX IapHel, KoTopkle morubu, Oblta nHGOPMAIIUS O JIeTeHIaX, KOTOPhe TOBOPHUIIH,
YTO B IIPOIIJIOM UMIIePAaTOPCKas CEMbS IIPOCTO YIIPaBJisijia BCEMH, HO OHU He OBIIN TUpaHaMHU.
OpHaKO BCe M3MEHUJIOCH, KOTTa Ha TPOH B30IIeJI CaM UMIIePaTop.

Koneuno, 3to OBLITH IIPOCTO JIETEHOERI, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHHM IIPOUCXOOUJIX OYEHb OAJIEKO B IIPOIIIIOM.

— B mo6oM criydae, OHY OeNCTBUTENBHO MIJITAHUPYIOT BTOPXKEHNUE, II03TOMY MEI IOJIXKHEI IeHICTBOBATD.
KonmuyecTBo 6€CCMEPTHHIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS 3[I€Ch JOBOJIBHO BEIMKO faXKe Cpenu pabos.
[TopaborieHHb# BeccMepPTHEIN IEBATOT0 YPOBHS, KOTOPHEIA MOXKET CpaXKaThCsl, He 3a00TsCh O CBOeH
COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HU, — 3TO UYTO-TO CIIUIIKOM OTIaCHOE.»

Pa0®l He MOTJIM OCNyIIaTLCSA IIPUKa3a, T03TOMY OHM 6e3 KonebaHuW OCYIeCTBUIM OBl Jaxe IIaH
caMOoyOuICTBa.

— IToxoxe, 3Ta BCeJleHHas: OYeHb MOTYIIeCTBeHHa. He 3HaeTe 7iu BEl, IOOIePXKUBAET JIU 3TY
BCEJIEHHYI0 KaKON-HUOYOb BTOPOCTETIEHHbIH Bor?»

Bomnbiroe KonuyecTBo 6eCCMEPTHERIX IEBSATOTO YPOBHS ObIJI0 Tp06IeMoii, HO OHa He Oblta
HepaspemuMoit. OmHaKo ecnu Obl BcelleHHYI0 MOAmepKuBal BTOPOCTENIeHHEIN bor, Bce GbII0 ObI
ropasno CIoXKHee.

«Het. HuKTO He nmoguepxKuBaeT 3Ty BCEJIEHHYIO, UK, 110 KpaHel Mepe, Te IIapHu He 3Hau 00 3TOM.
Ha camom [fienie OHY maxe He 3HaJIX O CyIeCTBOBAHUU OOTOB.»



Wenps HaXOOUI CUTYALUIO CIIMIIKOM CTPAHHOU,HO ITOKa He ObII0 BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIX 60TOB, EMY ITPOCTO
HY2KHO Ob1710 Tpopy6aTh cebe myTh, TTOKA BCe Bparu He UCUE3HYT.

-Tw1 ckazan-boru? 3HaeTe U BHL O CyliecTBoBaHUYU 60roB? HeT, 3T0 HeBO3MOXKHO. HUKTO He [onKeH
3HATh O HUX, KPOME MEHSI ¥ MOEro OTBPATUTEILHOI0 OpaTa.»

I'omoc, KOTOPOIr'0 OHM HUKOI'la PAaHbIII€ HE CIIbIIIAINY, YOIUBUII UX, U MTHOBEHHUE CIIYCTA IIepe] HUMHN
IIOSABUIICA OYEHBb CTaprIZ YeJIOBEeK.

OTOT 4yenoBeK ObLI JOBOJIBHO CJlab, TakK KakK OH OB KEM-TO, KTO, Ka3aJIoCh, TOIBKO YTO JOCTUT
f6eccMepTHsI, HO B TO XKe BpeMsi HMeb 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO CTAPUK OB COBCEM He IIPOCT.

-KTO TBHI TAakKOM?»
YcpIimaB 3TOT BOMIPOC, CTAPUK YIIBIOHYIICS.

— YcnbimaB 3TOT BOIIPOC, 9 YBEPEH, YTO HUKTO U3 BaC He U3 9TOX BCEJIEHHOU. f1 caMbIi
Pa3bICKUBAaEMbIM TPECTYITHUK B 3TOM BCEJIEHHOM, MJIafillIdii OpaT HEIHEITHero uMnepaTopa. OToaTh
MOIO TOJIOBY UMIIEPATOPY OOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! OH cHenan Tebs: CBoel paBoy PYKOH, Tak 4TO faxke
pebeHOK 3HaeT 0 MOEM CTapOM JIUIE.»

Crapuk MOSIBUIICS TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK y3Hall, YTO pPa3BeAYUKU 3TOT0 palioHa ObUIM YOUTEH, HO €My
yHAaJIoCh yCNBIIATh TOJIBKO Hayasio TOM 9acTu 0 Oorax, I03TOMY OH He 3Hall, YTO UMEHHO
nnaHupoBanu Mens u Toder.

B nmioboMm criy4ae, Bce IIJIOX0e [JIg ero cTapliero 6paTta OBIJI0O XOPOIIO [JIsS HETO.

-BrI coBepIieHHO mpaBhl. MBI He U3 9TOM BCeJIeHHON. Mb U3 BCEJIEHHOM, B KOTOPYIO 3Ta BceneHnHas
IIJITAaHUPYET BTOPTHYTHCS, HO MBI BO3HECIUCH PaHbllle BceneHHOM. f myMaio, 4TO BBl MOXKETe MOHSATh
HaIllX TPUYUHEI, YTOORI OBITH 3€Ch.»

HWenb He cobuparscs 00bsICHATH BCIO 9Ty UCTOPUIO, TI0TOMY OH PEILINJI IPOCTO CKa3aTh 3T CJIOBA,
XOTSI OHM U He OBLIM IIpaBRoH, Tak Kak Todelr BooOIe He TOOHUMAJICS.

-Trl X0uemb yOUTH TeX, KTO X04eT BTOPTHYTHCS B TBOIO BCEJIEHHYIO, BEDHO? BOCXUTUTENBHEINA. ITO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO Jap, ocnaHHbM ¢ HeOec. [ToxanylicTa, morigeM co MHOM. f paccKaxXy BaM BCe, 4TO
3Hato. [Toka Mo# OpaT yOouT, MHE BCe PaBHO, laXe €CJIA Thl YHUUTOXKHUIIb BCIO BCEJIEHHYI0 BMECTE CO
MHOM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5T y2Ke IIOTePSIJT BCe M3-3a 3TOro yOIoaKa.»

Henp mOHSAN, 4TO CTAPUK TOBOPHT Ipasfy. Ero HeHaBHCTH K GpaTy U BCeil 0CTaIbHOM BcenenHoi
Oblla HUYYTh HE MeHbIlle TOM HeHAaBUCTH, KOTOPYIO UcHbIThBanu Wensb u Toder.



Onu mociemoBany 3a CTAaPHUKOM K MECTY, KOTOPO€ Ka3aJIOCh OTOEJIbHEIM U3MEPEHNUEM, HO OoJibIe
IMOXOOHJIO Ha OOHY U3 CAMEBIX CTAPBIX BepCI/Iﬁ XPaHUJIKIIIA, Y€M Ha YTO-TO BPOO€e 3aMKa TeHHpa.

— VI3BMHUTE 3a HEXBATKy MecTa. [lefaTh ero ¢ TaKUM pa3MepoM-3To Mol npenesn. Cagutbcsi. YToOk
O0BSICHUTE BCE O HACTOSIIEM, MHE HYKHO HadaTb 00BACHATL CBOe COOCTBEHHOE IIpo1lInoe. XOTS S
OBLT BTOPBIM CHIHOM, S HOJIZKEH OBLI CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM, €C/IM OBl TOJIBKO 3TOT YONIIOOOK He cHea
3TOro...»

CTapI/IK, Ka3aJIoCh, UCIIBITEIBAJI TDYOHOCTH, TOBOPSA Ha 3Ty TeMy, HE IIOOOABAsCh THEBY.

-M3-3a 9TOr0 YOIMIOOKA 5 IIOTEPSIIT BCe M BCEX, KOTO IIeHuII. PyrHEI 3TOM YacTu BceneHHOM ObIH
MECTOM, T7ie MBI KHJIM B IETCTBE, U 9TO OBIJIO ITepPBOe, YTO OH YHUUTOXKMUII, IOTOMY YTO HE XOTeI,
yTOOBI APYyTHe 3HaIH 0 ero mpoirnoM. OH aXke CTEp BCe 3aluck 0 6orax, MOTOMY YTO XOTel
IIPEBPATUTLCS BO BCEMOTYIIEE CyllecTBOBaHKe. TakuM 00pa3oM, CylleCTBOBaHue Jifofe Oojee
BBICOKOT'0 YPOBHS IIJIOXO IS HEro. Tex, KTO PSIOM C HUM II0 CHUJie, Bcerfa nopabolaiT uiu
yOuBaloT, YTOOBI OHU HE CTaJId CUJIbHEE.»

Herns IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CTaPUK CHOBA TE€PAET CMEBICII K HAUWHAET BCE IIYyTaThb.

— Ax, u3BuHUTE. 51 XOTEJ CKa3aTh, YTO €TI0 MPOLIIOE TOXKE NOIKHO UCUE3HYTh, UHAUe OH He OymeT
CUUTATHCS BCEMOTYIIIUM CYIIEeCTBOM, KOTOPOe HUKTO He CMOXKeT 3aMeHUTh. ONHAKO 5
PacupoCTpaHsIo JIETEHAE, YTO OH He MOXEeT OCTaHOBHUTLCS, HE YHUYTOXKUB CHadasa BCIO
Bcenennywo.»

CTapI/IK PacCxXxoxo0TaJiCid, U Hens 3a0yMajiCs, OeHCTBUTEJIBHO JIM OT HET'O MOXKHO YCIIBIIIATh 9TO-TO
IIoJIe3Hoe.

— HO)K&J'IYI:ICT&, IrnepecTaHb 0ornTaTh ¥ HAYHM C CaMOTO Havasa.»
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— 3-3, U3BUHUTE, II03BOJIbTE MHE HAYaTh CHaydasaa.»

CTapI/IK Ka3aJiCd CMYIII€HHBIM, ITIOKa I'OBOPHUII.

— JlaBaliTe HaYHEM CO CTapO¥ UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbHU. B TO BpeMst MO OTell BCe ellle OblI
MMIIEPATOPOM, ¥ XOTSI OH He OBIJT CaMBbIM HOOPOHETETbHEIM Y4eJI0BEKOM BO BCEJIEHHOM, OH He OB
TAPAHOM.»

Ha nune craprka ObUIM 3aMETHBI CIIEIBl HOCTaIbI U,

— Mot crapuuit 6paT POOuCsS HAMHOI'O paHbIlle MEHs, HO OTEIl CYUTAJ, YTO eMy He ClieflyeT



CTAaHOBUTHCA UMIIEPATOPOM. Y Hero He OBIJIO TOYHOM IIPUYXHEI, TOJIBKO UHTYUIIUA, HO UHTYUIIUIO
BeCCMepTHOT‘O OEBATOrI0 YPOBHA HEJIb35 HEOOOLEHNWBATE, IIO3TOMY OH YIIOPDHO TPYOHUIJICA, YTOOBI
HMEThb BTOPOI'O ChIHA. BBl MOMKHEI 3HATD, YTO OJIS CUIIBHEIX JTIIOOEN UMETh AeTel ropas3go TpymHee,
4eM OJisi CMEPTHBIX. »

Hens KWBHYIJI, YCJIBIIIAB IIOCJIEAHKUE CJIOBA, OH IIPEKPACHO 3TO 3HAII.

-Korpma st pomumcs, oTel] IIaHHPOBAJ CAEIaTh MeHs HacJIeIHUKOM, HO B CeMbe OBLIJTA CBOM IIpaBUIIa.
XoTs1, ecnu UMIEePaTOp XOTeJI BEIOPaTh ChiHa, YTOOBI CTATh €T0 ITPEEMHUKOM, ITOPSIOOK POXKAEHUS He
uMeJT 3HaYEHHUSI; TOJIBKO T€, KTO CTajl 6E6CCMEPTHHIM U ITOIYYHII HacleICTBeHHBIN MeTO 00y4eHUs OT
UMIIePCKUX MCIBITAHUN, MOTYT OBITh BEIOpPAHEI B KAUeCTBe UMIepaTopa. TakuM o6pa3oM, Moit Gpar
BCe eItle ObIT TPeeMHUKOM, TIOCKOJIBKY OH OBIJ1 € JUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO BBIIIOJIHSAT yCJIoBUsS. OgHAKO OH
He OBIJT CYaCT/IUB IIPOCTO OBITH IPEEMHUKOM, ITOKa 5T He BEIPOC...»

CTapI/IK CXKHUMAET KYJIaKHi 00 TeX II0D, ITIOKd Ha HUX He ITOABJIAETCA KPOBB.

— Ero am6uruu OBUTH CIIMITKOM BEJIUKH, OH BCETTIa MEUTaJl CTaTh HEPEB30UIEHHEIM CYIIECTBOM B
9TOU BCEJIEHHOMU, pelleHre MOETo OTIia OBII0 IIPaBUIbHEIM, OH He OBUT TEM, KTO HOXKEH OB CTaTh
MMIIepPaTOPOM, HO OH [OJIKeH Obl1 youTth ero. Ecnu Obl 0H yOun Moero 6paTa, Korfa y Hero 0bI1o
TaKOe IJIOX0€e IPeuyBCTBUE, BCe OBII0 OBl IO-OPYTOMY.»

PIG‘J'IB IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CTaPUK CHOBA TE€PAET KOHIIEHTPAIIUIO.

— HWI3BUHH, 51 CITUIIIKOM 3MOIMOHAIbHA. Tpareaus Hadyaaach B TOT IeHb, KOTHa S CTall 0€CCMEePTHRIM
¥ OTIIPABHUJICS HA UMIIEPCKUE UCIBITaHusI. HecMOTps Ha CBOe Ha3BaHUe, OH He OBIT IeHCTBUTEIBHO
OTIACHBLIM, TIPOCTO HEKOTOPHIE TPAAUIMK TPATHUIIH BPEMS BIIYCTYIO, IO3TOMY S OTIIPABUJICS TyHa Cpasy
II0CJIe TOTO, KaK COBEPIIXJI IPOPHIB. bonbias omubKa.»

Eme 00JIbIIIe KPOBH IIOABHUJIOCH Ha €ro CXKAThIX KyJIaKaX.

— Moii 6paT IpefcKasal 9T0 ¥ 3HaJl, YTO 3TO ero MOCIeqHuN IaHc. Kak TOMbKO 5 Mpouay
UCIIBITaHUS, S CTaHy oUIMaIbHEIM IpeeMHUKOM. [10CKOJIbKY OH POIUJICS 3@ MHOTO JIET IO MEHS, OH
yxKe Obl1 6eCCMEPTHHIM IEBSITOTO YPOBHS B TO BpeMsi. KpoMe TOTo, TOCKOJIBKY OH JII0OMIT CpaXKaThCs,
OH 3aHMMaJl BaxXHOe IM0JI0XKEeHWe B apMUHM, YTO IIOMOTJIO eMy 06paTHTh GOJBIIYI0 ee YacTh IIPOTHUB
Hac.»

Ero crapumii 6paT njaHUPOBAJI 3TO B TeUeHNEe MHOTHUX JIET, ¥ OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO JIIOAEH, JKaKIyIINuX
BJIACTH B apMUM, YTOOHI CAEIaTh HEOOIBIIYI0 apMHUI0 CBOEN COOCTBEHHOM.

— 3Jt0 OBITIO BHE3aIMMHOe HanafeHue. Korga s ObUT Ha UMIIEPATOPCKUX UCIBITAHUSX, MO OTeIl OBIIT
yOUT BHE3aIlHbIM HallafleHHeM OOHOTO U3 er0 COOCTBEHHBIX OXPaHHUKOB, KOTOPHIM IIpefas ero, YTo0w
TI0CTIe0BaTh 3a MouM OpaTtoM. Kpome Toro, Ha MeHst Haman beccMepTHEIN IeBSTOTO YPOBHS BO
BPEMsI UMIIEPCKUX UCTIHITaHUNA. OMHAKO OHHU XOTEIH, YTOOH! S ObIT KUB, YTOOB MyOIUYHO Ka3HUTD
MeHS, yTBEPK/asi, UTo 5 BOCCTas, YTOOB HEMeIJIEHHO CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM, a He ITPOCTO



IIPEEMHUKOM. ITocne CMEPTH MO€ETO0 OTIIa, IIpeXKae 9eM g 3aKOHYMNJII UCIIBITaHUI, MOM 6paT
dBTOMATH4Y€CKHU CTaAJl UMIIEPATOPOM, IIO3TOMY OH XOT€JI II0OKAa3daThk CBOIO CUJIY OAPYTHUM.»

Ha camowm fiene, GbIJI0 HEJIOTUYHO AyMaTh, YTO CTapPHUK yOus OB CBOETO OTIIa, TpeXkae YeM MOIYUUTh
KBanmuGUKaIuio, Tak Kak ero 6paT Obla OB TeM, KTO BEIUTPaa Ob TaKUM 00pa3oM, HO Opat He
3abotusncs 06 3TOM, IOTOMY YTO €CJIH KTO-TO HEe BEPHUJI €My, eMYy IIPOCTO HYKHO OBIJI0O KA3HUTH €r0.

«2KpaTh. f He MOTy ITOBEPHUTD, YTO BeCcCMepTHHIN AEBITOTO YPOBHS OBINT yOUT APYyruM 6eCcCMepPTHHIM
[IEBATOTO YPOBHS TaK JIETKO, laXKe eCJiy 3TO ObIJI0 HEOXKHUJaHHOe HallafieHue. »

Hens GBUT YBEPEH, YTO UMIIEPATOP YPE3BHIYAHHO CHJIEH, HHAYe OH HEe CMOT OBl IPABUTh BCEH
BceneHHOM, T03TOMY OBIIO TPYOHO IIOBEPUTH, YTO OH YMep BCEro JIUIIhL OT OJHOT'O HallageHusI.

-4l ToKe coMHeBaJICs, KOTrzia yciblinan 3To. [IpoBens paccienoBaHue, KakeTCs, YTO OH MOJTYYuI
HEKU} pefMeT U3 BhicuIed BcenenHoit KoHTpabaHoM.»

VembimaB 910, Mesb Ipou3Hec OHO CII0BO.

— Jlactuk CyIiecTBOBaHUSA?»

OH yXe OBaXAbl KMeJI IeJI0 C TIOAbMYU C KOHTpaOaH[HEIMY JIaCTUKaMU CYILeCTBOBaHUS, I03TOMY He
yOuBUICS OB, ecu OBl OBUT TPETUY CIIydai.

— Her, s monarato, 94T0 OH XOTeJI OHOTO, HO XOMUIM CJIYXH, YTO HAIIl OTeIl BRIKUJI, YTOOHI OBITH
OOHAXK[BI CTEPTHIM, U XOTSI 3TO ORI BCETO JIUIIH CIIyX, ST COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OH OCMEJIHIICSI OCKOPOUTH
coBeT 60oroB. To, YTO OH MONIy4uJI, OBIJIO SOM, IOCTATOYHO CUIBHBEIM, YTOOM YOUTH 6€CCMEPTHOTO
[IEBSITOTO YPOBHSI, ECTTM OHO BOMMET B €T0 TEeJ0. B opyKuHu, KOTOPEIM YOUIM MOET0 0TI, OB 9TOT
g

9T0 He OBINIO fiellleBEIM NTproOpeTeHEM KOHTpaOaHIHBIX IPEOMETOB, ITO3TOMY He OBIJI0O HUUEro
CTPAHHOTO B TOM, YTO OH MOT ITIO3BOJIUTEL ce0e TOIBKO OOUH IIpeaMeT B TO BpeMsi. B KOHIle KOHI[OB, OH
He MOT HCII0JIb30BaTh PECYPCH BceneHHOM 0 CBOeMY KeJlaHuI0, IPeXae YeM CTaTh UMIIePaTOPOM.

-MeHns He Y6I/IJ'II/I, HO OHHM JIMIIWUIIN MEHA BO3MOXKHOCTH TPEHUPOBATLCA OJaJIbII€ U MMOCaIuIIN B THOPEMY
B OKHWOaHWHU JHA Ka3HH.»

WIMEHHO 110 9TOM IPUYMHE CTAPHUK BHITTISAIEN TAKUM CTApPBIM U OBLII BCE eIlle Ha TOM ke YPOBHE, 4TO U
B TO BpeMs.

— 41 BeIKUJI 671ar0maps caMoyBepeHHOCTH Moero OpaTa. OH He 0XKH[aJll, YTO Y MEeHS eCTh COKPOBHIIIE,
KOTOPOE TeJeNoPTUPYyeT MeHs fajieKo. OTo OBUI TOJapoK OT MOel MaTepu, Ipexie YeM OHa
BO3HECJaCh U3-3a TOTO, YTO CTajla BTOPOCTEIeHHEIM borom.»



Hens u Todern GbUIM YIUBIIEHB TEM, YTO MaTh 3TOTO CTapuKa GblIa BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIM B0OroM, moToMy
YTO B 3TOM CJTy4dae ObIJI0O CTPAHHO, YTO OHA He CIIyCTUJIaCh BHU3, KOTHA Cly4yusach 6efa, Uiy, 1o
KpaliHell Mepe, OHa MOIJIa CHIeJlaTh 9TO 1103Ke, YTOOLl OTOMCTUTH 3a CBOETO MyKa U OCTaJIbHBIX,
KOTOpPHIE ITOTu0IIH.

— Tr1, HaBepHOE, HOTagbIBaEILCS, HO Y HAac ¢ OpaToM pa3Hble MaTepu. Ero MaTh Oblia U3 OOJIBIION
ceMbH BO BcenmeHHOM, ¢ 00JIbINOM penyTanuei, HO MOSI MaTh, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO OHa Obla
UMIlepaTpullel, y Hee BooOIe He ObIJI0 HUKaKOro mpoucxoxneHus. OHa Hayasa ¢ Hyss U cTana
BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIM BOroM 10 MOero oTla, JeUCTBUTENbHO BlIeYaTIISIoNe. »

B 3TOT MOMEHT B ria3ax CTAapPHKa IIOKA3aJIUCh CJIE3HI.

-Ona Oblyla OUeHb HEXKHOM ¥ TaJIAHT/IMBOM, HO II0 9TOM IIPUYKHE VIIUIa, KOT/a 5 OB ellle CITUIIKOM
MaJ1. [lepBOHAYaNbHbIM [IJTAaH COCTOSIJI B TOM, YTO OHA CITYCTHTCS, KaK TOIBKO Y HEe MOSIBUTCS IIIaHC
CHenaTh 9TO, HO OHA yMepJia. He 3Hai moyeMy, HO MOH OTel] IIOOTBEPIUIT 3TO.»

B 3TOT MOMeHT Hes IOHS, HoYeMy OHa BOOOIe HIYETO He CHeJaa.

Ho B T0O ke BpeMs MHTYUIIHA IIOOCKA3bIBaJla EMYy HE4YTO TaK0€, BO YTO OH HEe MOT IIOBEPUTE.

-Y Bac ecth hoTorpadus Balieir MaTepu?»

CTapI/IK KHUBHYIJI, OH HE 3HaJ, II0YEMY Hensb IIpOoCHuIiI 00 3TOM, HO ITOCKOJIBKY Henb HpI/IGI:IH u3 I[py'l"Oﬁ
BCEJIEHHOM, He UCKIII0YEHO, YTO OH 3HAaJI YTO-TO O CBOEH MaTepHu.

Kax Tonbko Hens yBupmen n3obpaxkeHue, ero Iof03pPeHns I0ATBePIMIIACh, KaKUMH 65l HepeaTbHEIMU
OHU HU Ka3aJIuCh.

O6pa3 MaTepu cTapuka OblT umeHTUYeH 00pa3y Miapmero bora, KOTOph# cnac mojaybora, KOTOPOMY
TeHUp CIIyKUJI B IPOLLJIOM.

IZGJ'IB He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TO COBIIAAEHHUE, OH OBLI YBEPEH, 4TO CMEPTh MJIQaAIIET0 Bora 6r1na
CBA3aHa C IIpeaaTelbCTBOM 6paTa 3TOr0 CTapHKa.

-Tel yTO-HUOYOb 3HAEIIb O Hel?»

CTapuK, Ka3aaoch, 3aMeTHTI PeakIiio HMens, Korna yBumen n300paxkeHue.

-4 Bumen ee dortorpaduio pausbine. [Ipegsiayinas HadanbHUIA MOe TIOAYMHEHHOM Oblna 00g3aHa e
JKU3HBI0, HO €CJIM 9TO TOT CaMblil YeJIOBEK, 0 KOTOPOM 4 CJIBIIAJ, TO OHa AEUCTBUTEJIbHO MepTBa.»



Henb TOIBKO YTO cKa3as mpasny. OH He GBI ITTy00KO CBSI3aH C 9TOM XKEHIIWHOH, II03TOMY er0
Oosnblie 6eCIIOKOUTIO, He CBSI3aH JIM CTapIIui OpaT 9TOT0 CTapHuKa KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM C ee CMepThIO,
yeM 4YTo-1ubo ele.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €C/IU OBl Yy 9TOr0 UMIIEPATOPA OBLIJIM KOHTAKTHI C JIIOABMHU B BBICHINX BCEJIEHHBIX,
CUTyallusd OnlTa OB CJIOKHEE, 4eM 02KHUOaJIOCh.

— HagepHoe, 3T0 yke 3[0POBO, 4TO 5 y3HAJ O HEH TO, Yero He 3Has paHblle. Yto rosopun UU go
3TOr0?»

Crapuk Ha MTHOBEHHE 3a[lyMaJsiCs, Ipexke 4eM MIPOIOIKUTh Pa3roBOP.

— ITocne noGera 51 CKpBIBaJICs, IOCTeTIIEHHO N0ObIBas HH(POpMaluio 0 HOBOM UMIiepaTope. f 3Ha,
YTO HUKOI'TIa HEe CMOT'Y IPOTHBOCTOSIThE €My C MO HUYTOXKHOM CHJIOH, HO IIPOCTO MPSTAThCS OT HETO
IIPEBPATHUIIOCH AJISI HET'O B OOJBIIYIO TPO6IEMy, TaK YTO 51 ObLI JOBOJIEH 9TUM [0 CHX ITOP.»

2Ku3Hb cTaprKa mocje rnodera Oblia He CIHUIIKOM HHTepPecHo#. OH B OCHOBHOM COCTOSIJT U3 TOTO,
yTOORI IPSITATHCS, MBHITASICh CO3MaTh 0OJIbIIIe HABRIKOB, YTOOHI IpsTaThCS. [Toce 9TOro oOH
PacImpoCTpaHsi CIyXH, KOTOa TOJIbKO MOT.

XO0T$ ero HeCKOJIbKO pa3 HaXOOWIX, HO TaK U He IMOMMalH.

— MiMmepaTop o4eHb JOJIT0 HapalluBaJl CBOI CHUITy. DTO BTOPXKEeHUe OyIeT IepBhIM, YTO OH CHesaeT,
HO 4KCJI0 6ECCMEPTHHIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS IIOJ €T0 HaYaJioM MOXKEeT UCUUCTATHCS ThicTdaMu. OH OB
TEpIIe/INB B TeUeHHUe JOJITOT0 BpeMeHH, YTOOh obecrmeunTs mobemy.»

TrICSTuM 6€CCMEPTHEIX IEBATOr0 YPOBHS He OBUIM 4eM-To, 4To Mens u Todern Mornu nobenutsb
Hanpsamyo. Eciu 661 OHM TPUXOAUIN HEOOIBIUINME TPYIIaMy, 3T0 Ob17I0 6B BO3MOXKHO, HO
CTOJIKHYTBCS C THICSTYaMU OHOBPEMEHHO OLITIO HEPEealbHO.

KoneuHo, 3TH BEICOKME IIM(DPEI UMENH CBOIO 1leHy. Kpome nMIiepaTopa ¥ €ro MaTepu, HUKTO APYTrou
He ¥MeJ BO3MOXKHOCTH JOCTHYDL 602KECTBEHHOCTH B CBOEH KU3HU.

MaTh uMIepaTopa 1 ee CeMbs IIOMOTJIM MY C ero IJIaHOM IIpefaTeNbCTBa, II09TOMY OHU CUUTAJIUCh
MMIIePaTOPCKOM CeMbel, XOTSI eAUHCTBEHHBIM PeabHBIM YJIeHOM OBLI UMIIEpaTop.

y HMIIEPATOPA OaXKe He OBLIO meTed u3 CTpaxa, 94TO OHH IIPpedanyT €r0, KdK OH 3TO AeJIaJl B IIPOIIJIOM.

OH OBITT TPYCOM, KOTOPHIM He CcTaj Obl IeCTBOBATh, €C/ii OBl He OBbIJT yBEPEH, UTO HE MOXKET
IIOTEPIETh Heygauy. X0Tsl BHEIIHEe OH Ka3aJsics XpaOphIM 1 0e3pacCyqHBIM, 3TO ObLI JIUIIH (acaf.
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-Hy, 9TO He CaMad JIydllasa CUTyallud, HO MBI MOXKEM YHUYTOXKUTH 3Ty apDMUIO MEOJIEHHO.»

Henp He MOT ITO3BOJIUTH 9TOM apMUU BBEIKUTH, IOTOMY 4YTO 3HAJI, 4TO BceneHHas AnpeliHa He CMOXeET
OCTaHOBUTE ee. bonee Toro, 3To Gbly1a TOJIBKO IepPBasi BCeleHHas, KOTOPYI0 OH ITPOBEPUII.

XoTsa ﬁe]’[b IIPOCTO CYHUTAJI, 9TO HepBbeI N3 HUX OKa3aJICsd CaMBIM OIIaCHBIM, 3TO OBLT IIPpOCTO ero
OIITHUMHU3M, IIOTOMY YTO OH HUYETrO He 3HAJl O BceneHHEBIX, KOTOPEIE eMY €Ille IIPEACTOATIO IIOCETUTD.

-MoxeTte MHE IIOBEPHUTE, MOM Opyr. MBI OCTAaTOYHO CUIBHEL »

T'oBops 3TO, Todel CMesNICS, HO OH 3HaJI, YTO XOTSI OH ¥ ObIJT JOBOJILHO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM
f6ecCMepTHBIM AEBSITOTO YPOBHS, €ro cujla Obljla CIIUIIKOM Maja Iepef 3Toi apMuei. Takum
006pa30M, ero YBepeHHOCTh TIPHUIIIIA TOJILKO IOTOMY, YTO OH BEpPHII B cuily Mend, u B xymmeit
CUTYallU¥ OH MOT IIPOCTO II0O3BOHUTH CBOEMY AEMY.

Crapuk He 0ECIIOKOUJICS O TOM, YAACTCS JI¥ TOOEOUTh apMUI0 UJIK HET, IOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLII €T0
IIOCJIEOHUH IIIAHC.

OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO ellle CMOXKeT MPSTaThCs, II0Ka apMus ero 6para OyoeT HEIPEPLIBHO
YBETUYUBATLCS. BHIJIO y2Ke 0ueHb CTPAHHO, YTO [IBa SKCIIepTa MPHUOLIIM U3 IPYTOM BCEIeHHOMH,
II03TOMY OH He BEPHJI, YTO BHIKUBET, II0Ka He HalIeT KOTro-To elle.

CTapuk OB He IIPOYb YMEPETh, €CJIH 3TO TOMOXKET Pa3pyLUIUTh IJIaHE ero OpaTa, HO OH He XOTeI,
yTOOBI €70 CMEPTH OBI/Ia MCITOIb30BaHa OPAaTOM IJIs YCUIeHUs yTHETEeHUsT Hapoma.

OH OB TOCITIEIHUM ITPU3HAKOM COTIPOTHUBIIEHUST UMIIEPATOPY, TAK YTO €0 CMePTh, 663 COMHEHUS,
“Mesia OBl O0JIBIIOe 3HaYEHUe.

Crapuk mpomomkai 0e30CTaHOBOYHO M3JIaraTh MOAPOOHOCTH IMIPOUCXOASINEero; nHpopMaIuy ObII0
MHOT'0, HO BCe XK€ OHa ORljIa CJIMIIKOM Majia I10 CPaBHEHHUIO C YUCJIEHHOCTHI0 apMUH.

-BoT 1 Bce. MHe 04YeHb XKaJllb, 4TO {1 He MOT'Y BaM IIOMOYb.»

CTapI/IK YMeII TOJIBKO IIPATATBECA, TaK 9YTO B OouTBE C BeCCMepTHbIM OEBATOr0 YPOBHA OH HUYEM HE
OTJIMYAJICA OT MypPaBb4.

-9TOro JOCTAaTOYHO. MBI yXOOUM IPSIMO cendac.»

HMenb BCTaj, KaK TOJIBKO 3aTOBOPHIL, @ 3aT€M HCII0Ibh30Ball CBOe 0602KeCTBEHHOE UyBCTBO, UTOORI
IIPOBEPHUTDH BHEIITHIOI CTOPOHY H3MEPEHUS B KaUeCTBe Mephl MPeJOCTOPOKHOCTH Ha CIy4ai, eciu
KTO-TO TIOC/IeyeT 3a HUMH, UK u3Mepenue 6yget oOHapyXKeHo.



On I[eIZCTBHTeHBHO He OyMalJl, 4YTO 3TO MOXKET CIIYyYUTLECA, HO YHUCJIIEHHOCTh Bpara OBlyIa CIIMIIKOM
BeJIMKa, ITI03TOMY OH PEIIHn]I OBITD OCTOPO2KHEBIM.

— Todei, 51 TOMHKO YTO MIPOBEPUII CHAPYKH. »

Kak tonpko Menb 3aroBopuit, Todeln yasOHYICS.

— Xopot1i1o OBITh OCTOPOXKHEIM, HO OBIII0 OBl CITUIIKOM O0JIbIION Heymadye, ecinu Obl KTO-TO
00HaAPYXKUIT HAC MTPSMO ceidyac. MHI TOJIKHHI OBITh B COCTOSIHUY yiiTH 6€3 ITpobiem.»

Hens Toxe ynHGHYICS.

-BepHO, HEBO3MOKHO, YTOOR! TPSIMO CEAYAC TPU THICTYN 6€CCMEPTHHIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS OKPYKaJU
Hac, BepHO? Hy, 5 coMHeBaCh, 4TO Moe 60KeCTBEHHOEe YyBCTBO ocjlabeBaeT, Mbl OENCTBUTENILHO
OKPY2KEHHI TPeMsI ThICSTYaMu 0€CCMEPTHBIX NEBITOT0 YPOBHS.»

BoxKecTBeHHOE 4yBCTBO Mens ObI0 culbHee, YeM 603KeCTBeHHOe YyBCTBO JII060r0 BeccMepTHOro
IEBSITOT'0 YPOBHS, II03TOMY OH OB YBEPEH B TOM, YTO BUIET.

— Yro?!»

— BocknukHyIHM TOGEI! ¥ CTapuK OJHOBPEMEHHO.

-Kaxk st v cka3asn, Mbl OKpyKeHHI. S He 3aMeTHI1, YTOOB KTO-TO CIEH0BAJT 3a HaMK PaHbIIE, TaK YTO
HaM IT0Be3J10 GO0JbIe BCero BO BceleHHOM, YTO CKydYalolas rpymnna 6€CCMEePTHIX TPU THICSTYH
[IeBSITOTO YPOBHSI ITPOT'YIMBAJIACh U HAIIIa HAC CIy4YalHO, UJTM OHU yXKe 3HAIT 00 9TOM MECTe, HO
IIPOCTO XKAYT, YTOOHI AENCTBOBATE.»

B caMoM fierte, BUJS OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO OECCMEPTHEIX IEBATOT0 YPOBHS, OKPY2KaBIINX uX, Hers
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO Apyras CTOPOHA 3Hajla O YKPHITUU CTapuKa pPaHbllle, HO, YIUTHIBAsA OCTOPOKHBIN
XapaKTep UMIIepaTopa, OHU He CAeJaiy HY IIary, moka He YOe[uIuCh, YTO HUKAKOM JIOBYIIKY HET.

IIpaBaa oKa3anach UMEHHO TaKoOi, Kakoil ee mpeacTaBisi cebe Mempb. C Tex mop Kak CTapUK cOexa
13 TIOPbMBI, UMIIEPATOP OIacajics, YTO y ero OpaTa eCTb KO3hIPh, KOTOPBIM MOXKET YOUTh HECKOIBKUX
O6ecCMepTHHIX IEBITOTO YPOBHS WJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.

OpmHako 1ociie TIIATeIbHOTO PacCiieloBaHusI, KaK TOMbKO OH 0OHaAPYXKUI yOexkKuIle, OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO EUHCTBEHHBIM KO3BIpEM ero OpaTa Obln TOT, YTOOH 6exKaTh, KOTOPHIM OH yXKe
MCIO0Jb30Bal. Tak UM WHA4Ye, OH 3aCTAaBUJI aPMUIO KIaTh, YTOOH Ha BCIKUM CITydal COBEPIIUTH
BHE3AIHYIO aTaKy.

Tompko n30paHHAs YacCTh aPMUU 3apaHee 3Haja O I0JI0KEeHUU GpaTa UMIIEpaTopa, ¥ OHU TAWHO



MOOHTM30BAJIACh, YTOOBI OKPYXKHUTH €T0.

Ecnu 651 603KeCTBeHHOE 4yThe Merns He GBII0 Ha BBICIIEM YPOBHE, MX OB He 0GHAPYXKUIIHN, II0KA He
CTaJIO CIIUIIKOM II03[IHO.

OHY HUYEro He MOTJIM CHeJaTh, YTOOH U30€eKaTh 3TOr0, IOTOMY YTO HaXKe He 3HaJIH O
cyiectBoBaHuu Mensi. OHY yXKe IJIaHUPOBAJIA OKPYXKUTH yOeXKullle CTapyuKa B TOT IeHb, II03TOMY He
3HAJIM 0 CMepTH NaTpyJbHOro, youroro Menem.

-Hy, aT0 moxasi mpuMeTa, HO OHU [OJIXKHEI OB 3HATH 06 3TOM MecTe 3apaHee, HHadye OHU He
cMmoru 6sl cOOpaTh TaK MHOT'O YJIEHOB.»

Todemn mpuIeN K TOMY e BEBOAY, 4T0 1 Heb.
— MeHs oOHapyxkunu? MHe 04eHb XKaJjlb, HO 3TO MOSI BUHA...»

CTapuK He MOT IIOBEPUTh, YTO COBEPIINT TaKylo GOMIbIIyI0 omuoKy, Ho Memns u Todern He BUHHUIHA
€ro, IOTOMY 4TO 3TO y2Ke OBbIJIO BIEYATIIAIONIE, UTO OH U30erasl IPyroi CTOPOHEI TAaK JOJT0, YTOOH!
ero He 0OHAPYXKUIIH.

-Brl mBOe cpsiueTech B MoeM xpaHunuile. g pa3bepychk ¢ HUMU ofuH. f Mory cbexkaTh 6e3 mpobiem,
maxe eclii MHEe He yIacTCst yOUTh X BCEX, TAK YTO HE BOIHYHTECH.»

3aKOHYUB TOBOPHUTE, IZGJ'H: He JaJl UM BPEMEHHU OTBETUTEH, IIPEeXKEe YEM 3arHaThb UX BHYTDE CKJIaaad.

[Tepen TakuM KOJIMYECTBOM BPAroB, UMes JIIOfIeH Ha CBOEH CTOPOHE, OBLI0 O IIPOCTO TPYAHEE
MCII0Ib30BaTh aTaKu 00/1aCTH, KOTOPhIE IPOCTO MOBNHUSIIM ObI HA BCEX OKPYKAIOIIUX ET0.

— Iymato, IPUIIIO BPEeMS IOBECETTUTLCS. »

Ha nmune Mens mosBumach AbsSBONIbCKAs yIbI0Ka. 9Ta apMys GBI YACTHIO TOH, YTO XOTeNa
BTOPTHYThLCSA BO Becenennyio Anpeiina, mostomy Menb He cobupasics IposBIsSTE MUIOCEPANE; YEM
Oonbille OH YOBET, TEM JIyYIIIe.

KoHeuHo, B apmuu OBI710 ropa3fo Oosblie Tpex ThICSY 6eCCMEPTHHIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS, U Menb He
OB yBepeH, 4TO YObET UX BCEX B JII00OM CiIy4ae, HO KaX/Iblii MepTBHIH OBITT OOHOU ITPoOieMoi
MEHbIIIe Ha II0TOM.

Iymasi 0 TOM, CKOJIbKO JIIOfied TTIOTUOHET OT er0 PYKH B 3TOT fieHb, Mesb NOKKUHY yOexXullle CTapuKa
Y BEPHYJICS B IIaBHOE U3MepeHue BceneHHOU.



-A 9TO KTO?»

HeckombKo compaT 3aaay TOT 2Ke BOIIPOC, HO KOT'Ma OHM 3aKOHYHUIIM 3alaBaTh €T0, OKOJIO ISTHCOT U3
HUX OTUOJIM BO BpeMs BHE3aIIHOM aTaKH.

Onu He OBUTM HACTOPOXKE, TAaK KAK YYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO TJTYIO OBITH HACTOPOXKE, KOTHA UMEelIh Iejo C
KeM-T0, KTO OblJI IPoCcTO 6€CCMEPTHHIM, 1T03TOMY Henb cyMmen caoenaTh 60bioe yOUNCTBO C €T0
IIePBOM aTaKOM.

Kak TOMbKO OHM 3aMEeTHUIIM CMEPTh APYTHX, apMus O0JbIlle HE 0CMeJIuBanach OBITh OECIIeYHOM, HO
KOTT]a OHY IIOILITA/IICh IIPOBEPUTH CUITY KleJisi, OHE HU4Yero He IOYYBCTBOBAJIM; 9TO OBUIO IIOXOXKE Ha
TO, KaK ecyiu OBl YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIY YOUIT OKOJIO MATUCOT 6ECCMEPTHHIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS OMHUM
ymapoM, ObLI IIPOCTO CMEPTHHIM, HO 3TO HE UMEJIO0 CMHICIIA.

BOMNBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX HE MOTJIU IIOHATh, HO JInAep IPYIIIILI IIOHUMaAJI.

OH OBITT TYYIINM APYTOM HMIIEpaTOpa MUJIX ero JIy4Ilel MelKoi, paccCMaTpUuBaeMO C TOYKH 3PEHUS
UMIepaTopa.

OH 6b171 6eCCMEPTHEIM paboM UMIIEpaTOpa IMEPBOTO [AEBSITOT0 YPOBHS, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO 9TO OBLI
eIUHCTBEHHBIH CI10c00, KOTOPEIM UMIIEPATOP IOBEPSITI EMY.

OH OBITT TeM, KTO IIPOHKK B KAUYeCTBe OXPAaHHHUKA MPEIbIIYLIer0 UMIIepaTopa ¥ UCII0Ib30Ball
OTpaBJIEHHOE OPYXKHKe, YTOOH YOUTD €ro.

Takum 06pa30M, OH 3HaJl 0 CYIIECTBOBAHUN 00roB, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT OH TBEPOO BEPUJI, YTO TOT, KTO
CTOUT IIepen HUMU, On171 Borom.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BCIIOMHHUJI OIMH U3 CTPAXOB UMIIEPATOpPa, KOTOPHIM COCTOSI B TOM, YTO APYT
MaTepu ero Oparta IOSIBUTCS, eC/IH ero OpaTy OyaeT yrpoxkaTh CMEpTh.

B TOT MOMEHT Ka3aJioch, YTO BCe ObIJI0O MMEHHO Tak, KakK CKa3as Mimmnepartop, HO pab He UCKIToYal,
YTO 3TO MOTJIO OBITh TPOCTO COBIAafeHuEM, 1 bor GBI pa3rHeBaH, IIOTOMY YTO OHU OKPYZKUJIU €T0.

-Thl gOJIKEH 3HATh, KTO 5. f IpuIlen ciofia, YTOOHI BHIIOIHUTD IPOCHOY TTOKOMHOTO ApyTa.»

VCTIHIIaB TaK MHOTO 06 IMIIepaTope, MeJb Ipe/IIoNIoXuI, YT0 OH OGyeT 60SThCS TIOm00HOM
CHTYAI[{H, TI09TOMY OH ITOJIHOCTHIO MCIIOIb30Bal 60KECTBO MaJIOH JIKH.

HecMoTps Ha ero cuily IPOTHB BCeH apMUM 9TOH BCEIEHHOH, OH OyIeT B HEBHITOJHOM IIOJI0KEHUH,
HO €CJIM OH 3aCTaBHUT UX O0SITHCS €ro, TO HeJopa3yMeHue MOXKeT ITOMOYb €My, YUUTHIBAs
OCTOPOXKHEIM XapaKTep UMIIepaTopa.



Henb 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €CJIM OH CKaXKeT, YTO €Tr0 eIHHCTBEHHOH I1eJIbI0 OBIIIO 3AIUTUTh 3TOTO
CTapuKa, KMIIEPATOP MOXKET IPOTJIOTUTh €r0 HaMepPeHus YOUTh CTapHUKa ¥ BMECTO 9TOTO OTIYCTUTh
€ro B IPYTYIO BCEJIEHHYIO IO 3amuTy Hems.

Koneuno, Hens He cobupacs 6exXaTs B PYTYIO BCEJIEHHYIO, IIOTOMY YTO er0 HacTosIIeH mpo6ieMoil
ObLJT0 BTOPKEHKE, HO OH XOTEJl BCTPETUTHCS C MMIIEPATOPOM JIMLIOM K JIUIY, a 3aTeM YOUTH €ro.

Y4uThEIBas OCTOPOXKHBIN XapaKTep UMIiepaTopa, Obl10 OB TPYAHO BCTPETUTLCS C HUM B OPYTOi
CUTyalIlu{, HO pafix TOT0, YTOOHI 3aCTaBUTh bora MOKMHYTH BCEJIEHHYIO, OH MOT OBl 9TO CHEJATh.

Ilaxke ecnu mjaH He cpa60TaeT, HMMIIEPATOP MOZKET IOIIBITAThCA CBA3AThCA C KaKI/IM-HI/I6y,E[I:
KOHTpa6aHJII/ICTOM N3 BBEICIINX BCEJIEHHBIX, YTOOBI IMOJTYYHUTH YTO-TO, YTO TAaK2XKe IIOMOXKET Hemio
Y3HaATh, KTO 3a KyJIMCaMU IIOMOT'a€T 3JIbIM JIIOOAM C UX IIJIaHAMH.

ApMust He TIOHSTIA CJI0B MeJisi, HO UX IPeIBORUTEIb IPOCTO IOATBEPIHI €T0 IION03PEHNUS I
HEeMEMIJIEHHO I0CJIaj COO0IIeHHe UMIIEPaTopy.

— Iloka oTctynuTe. §1 pelry, 4TO geaTh MO3Ke, HO Celyac MHI He [OJIXKHEI TPATUTh 9HEPTHIO Ha
60pr0y C TaKUM IPOTUBHUKOM. »

CaMm umnepaTop He 3HaJ, 4TO AejlaTh, HO, II0 KpaiiHel Mepe, OH OBITT YBepeH, YTO 3TU TPU THICSIYHU He
BBIXKMBYT; TIOTEPS TaKOT'0 KOJIMUECTBa MelneK He Oblya Xopollen Ojis ero OyAyIux IIaHoOB.

OH npocTO kKanoBaJjCs Ha CBOe HEBe3eHHUE U3-3a TOT0, YTO IOTEPSIIT OKOJIO IMATUCOT U3 HUX.
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-Yepe3s Tpu CEKYH[H 51 HAYHY YOMBATh BCEX, KTO IOMaieTCsS MHe Ha Ita3a. OguH...»

Cpasy mocrie Toro, Kak Memnb 3aroBopui, IprKa3 06 OTCTYIIEHAN TOCTUT apMHUH, U3-3a 9€T0
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO UX uMIepartop 6outcs Menst oo Takoi CTeNeHu, YTO IOTYUHSIETCS TOMY, YTO OH
TOBOPHT.

OHu Mormnu He oOpalllaTh BHUMaHUS Ha cjioBa Mess, HO OHM HUKOITla He YCOMHSATCS B CBOEM
MMIIEpPaTope, T03TOMY OHU BCe 1ob6exkanu Tak OBICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO MOTJIH.

EnvHCTBEHHBIN, KTO 3HAJI ITpaBay, ObLT BOXKaK, HO OH OexKajl mepBhIM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
TIOTEeHIIMAIbHEIN Bor Obl1 HAMHOTO CTpalllHee, YeM TO, YTO OyMaJlu JpyTHe.

OnHAKO, KaK O GHICTPO OHU HU yOeraiy, OHY He MOTJIX BHIITH U3 IPENEJIOB JocsiraeMocTu Hens
BCET0 3a TPU CEKYHIEL.



Wemnb Mor CTOJIKHYTBCSI C TPO0JIeMaM¥, CTOSIIIIUMHE TIepel HUMKA BCeMU OMHOBPEMEHHO, HO eCJIH ObI
OHM OBITH COCPEOOTOYEHHI Ha OeTCTBe, OH CMOT ObI YOUTh HECKOJTBKUX.

[axe 4neHLl apMUU 3HAJIM, YTO MHOTHE U3 HUX YMPYT, HO OHU IIPOCTO HaJEesINCh, YTO 3TO OymeT
KTO-TO IPYTOM, KOT0 IpecienoBan Memb, Tak Kak OH OBIJT TOJIBKO OOHUM 4eJIOBEKOM, U OHU 0exkanu B
pa3Hble CTOPOHEL.

«Tpu.»

Kak TonmpKo Menb 3aKOHYMIT TOBOPUTh, OH MTHOBEHHO HOOpasICs Mo OIHKAKWIIEro CONgaTa U CPa3uil
€ro BMecCTe C CaMHUM KOCMOCOM.

9T0 OBINIO YTO-TO, UTO IIPOCTO 3aCTaBIIAI0 0OJIbIIe 6OATHCSA BCEX OAPYTUX OETYIUINX YJIEHOB, IOTOMY
YTO OHM 3HAJIM, KaK 3TO TPYAHO.

Te, KTO 6eKaJl B pPa3HBIX HAIPABJIEHHUSX OT IIEJH KyJIaKa Mems, OyMaiy, 94To OHU yXKe B
6e30MacHOCTH, HO 3aTEM OHU yBU[eIN 6eCUNCIEHHBIX IeIHIX BOJIKOB, Ipecienyoux ux.

Kaxmbiii u3 HUX OBII HE CITHIIKOM CUJIEH, HO UX YHCIIO OBITIO CITHIIIKOM BEJIMKO, II0O3TOMY OHH He
OCMEJINBAJINCh BCTPETUTHCA C HUMU JIUIIOM K JIMITY, UHa4Ye y Hensa 6y11eT BpeMs IMOMMaAaTh UX MO3XKe.

Korpa Mens HaKOHeI] OTEPSI Clef] OCTaIbHOI apMuu, 60JIee OIOBHHEL ee GBII0 YOUTO, YTO CTalIo
OOJIBIIIMM yIapOM II0 BOEHHOW MOIIY BceneHHOM.

Korma HOBOCTE 00 3THX CMEPTSX PACIPOCTPAHUIIACH, MaXKe BOIPEKH BOJIE UMIIEPATOPA, 9TOT [IEeHb
OBbLIT U3BECTEH BCEM KaK OeCCMepTHAs Tparegust JeBsTOTO YPOBHS.

WmnepaTtop OBUT 3071, HO OH 3HAJI, YTO He OBbIJI0 HUKAKOT0 CIIoco0a CKPHITh CMEPThb CTOJIBKUX
6ecCMepTHBIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS.

C opyrou CTOPOHBI, HECMOTPS Ha CBOM T'HEB, OH He XOTeJI, eCJIM 3TO BO3MOXKHO, BpaXgoBaTh ¢ UeneM.
Ero apMust OKpyXKuJjia ero mepBoi, TaK YTO OH MOT IIOHSITh, YTO Mesb ObIT XKeCTOK ITPOTHUB HUX.

Ecnu 651 Mems IpocTo TI03BOIIN UM 6e3KaTh, HMIIEPATOpP YCOMHHICS Ok B cune Hens. ToT GakT, uTo
OH [aj7l UM TPU CEKYHMHI, OB y2Ke JOCTAaTOYHBIM MUJIOCEPAHNEM, YTOOH! IT0KA3aTh, YTO OH HE XOUEeT
CTQHOBUTHCST X BPAroM, HO ero He CledyeT IIPOBOIMPOBATE.

HWmeHHO Tak HUMIIEPATOP UCTOJIKOBAII 3TU TPU CEKYHIHBI, IIO3TOMY OH BEPHII, YTO C Iv/IeJIeM MOZKHO
OOTOBOPHUTLCSA, a HE YCTPAXUBATL TOTAJIBHYIO JPAKY.

OH He 3HaJ, CMOXKET JIU OH Y6I/ITB Wens unu HeT u3-3a PAa3HUIIBI B YUCJIEHHOCTH, HO OH OBLIT YBEDPEH,
4YTO Jaxe eClIh OH CMOXKeT, 00JIbIIIas YacTh dpMKH, KOTOPYIO OH TaK TIIATEJIEHO 'OTOBHUII B TEYEHNE



CTOJIBKMX JIET, KICYE3HET, U OH He XOTeJI, YTOOHI 3TO IIpomu3011JI0, €CJIN He 6YJIeT Opyroro criocoba.

— PackpoiiTe 110 3Toro yejgoBeka. TOT, KTO YBUIHUT €T0, HOIKEH [0J0XKUTh MHE U, €CJIH BO3MOXKHO,
CKa3aTh, UTO S MIPUTIIAIIalo ero Bo gBopell. [ToMHUTE, Tpu TI0OBIX 06CTOSITEILCTBAX BRI MOXKETE
Pa3037UTh €r0, OH MOYTH TaK JXKe CUJeH, Kak u 1. OH, BEPOSTHO, UMIIEPATOP KAaKOU-TO APYTron
BCEJIEHHOM, KOTOPHIH IIpHeXas C BU3UTOM, YTOOBI IIOTOBOPUTH O COTPYIHUYECTBE BO BTOPIKEHUHU, HO
MBI OKPYKUJTA €T0 YaCThi0 HAIlel apMUHM, YTO HOJIKHO OBIZIO OCTABUTh Y HETO IIJIOX0E BIleYaTIIeHHE,
HaM HYKHO 00JIbIlle [yMaTh B HAIlle! IOJIUTUKE MYJIbTHBCETIEHHOM. »

I/IMnepaTop He X0TeJI IIPU3HaBaTh, 4TO pIeHB OBITI CUTTbHEE €ro, HO OH He XO0TelJI, YTOOBI KTO-TO U3 €r0
IMOJYMHEHHBIX OyMaJl, YTO OHU MOT'YT OCKOp6I/ITb €ro TOJBKO IIOTOMY, YTO UMIIEPATOP CTOUT 3a HUMH.

Bce, 6e3 cCOMHEHUSI, BEPUIIM UMIIEPATOPY, OH TaK MHOTO JITajl Bceil BceneHHOM B IIPOIIIOM, YTO
MaBHLIM-ABHO IPHOOPEs BTOPOCTENeHHOe 00KEeCTBO JIXKHU, XOTS ¥ He 0CO3HABAJI 3TOTO.

OTa nH(pOpMauus BhI3Bajla OTPOMHEIM IEPENOIoX Bo BceeHHOM, HO OHU IPOCTO BOCXUILAIUCE TEM,
HACKOJIBKO IaJIbHOBUIHBIM OB UMIIEPaTOp, YTOOH HayaTh AyMaTh O B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUSIX C APYTUMHU
BCEJIEHHBIMHU, YTO Ka3aJIoCh BaKHLIM, YUUTHIBAsA, UTO OHU OyOyT y4acTBOBATh BO BTOPKEHUU BMECTE C
HECKOJIbKUMU APYTUMU BCEIEHHBIMU.

-Ecnu CIIY4YUTCs CaMoe€ Xy[Iiee, MHE IIPUAETCs CHOBa CBA3AThCA C KOHTpa6aHHI/ICTaMI/I N3 BBEICHINX
MHPOB. Y 3THUX MOIIIEHHUKOB OBITH Xopomue YCIIyTH, HO UX II€HBI CJIMIITKOM BBEICOKH, €CJIHA OBl HE TOT
He3HaYUTeNnbHLIN bor 1 Mol oTel, KOTOPEIX 1 HE MOT Y6I/ITB CaMOCTOSITEJILHO, 5T OB HHUKOI'la HE
IMOTPATUJI TaK MHOTO. Bnpoqu, TO 2Ke CaMoe€e IIPONUCXOOUT U C 3TUM IIaPHEM. Ecnu ou HeE C06I/IpaeTCH
BPEOUTL MOHUM IIJIaHaM, 4 MOT'Y C3KOHOMUTE PECYPCEI, HO €CJIK OH IIPEBPATUTCA B IIOMEXY, MHE CHOBA
IIPUOETCA 3allJIaTUTh BEICOKYIO IIEHY.»

Bynyqn BEJIMKKVM TPYCOM, UMIIEPATOP HE UCKIII0Yall, 4YTO Y PIGHH, BO3MOXKHO, OBITIH TIJIOXKE
HaMepeHHud, HO CUTyallusd He OCTaBJIdAJIa eMy OPyIroro BbIGOpa, KpPpOME KaK IIPUTJIaCUTE €TI0
pr}KeHIO6HO, IIO3TOMY OH HA4aJl AyMaTh, CTOUT JIX CHOBA CBA3BIBATLECA C 3TUMU KOHTpa6aHJII/ICTaMI/I.

— JlaBaii cHa4ajia HEMHOTO OO meM. Bo3M0KHO, KOHTPabaHAUCTH MHEe BOOOIIEe He ITOHAT00sTCs. »

OH OBITT TPYCOM, HO B TO 3Ke BpeMs JKaOHBIM, ¥ OH He XOTeJI TPATUTh TaK MHOTO PECypCOB TOJILKO Ha
CMYTHYIO BO3MOXKHOCTb.

Hmes fgeno ¢ MeneM, ol momaran, 4To 6e3 3aKTI0YeHHS KOHTPAKTa C BTOPOCTENEHHEM borow,
KOTOPBIM CHU3OIIEN, CIePKUBAs €r0 CUTY, 3TO OBITI0 O HEBO3MOXKHO. KOHTpaOaHOUCTH TaKXKe
MMEJIU [IeJI0 C TeJI0XPaHUTEeNIMU U YOUNCTBaMU, HO OHU ObLIM HaMHOTO fopoxke. OH Bce elne
YyBCTBOBas 60Jb, KOT{Ia IyMaJsl O TOM, KaK JI0Poro 060IIIock KOMy-To yOUUCTBO MaTepH ero GparTa.

-Ho 4ToO, ecnu OH OeNCTBUTENIBHO MPECTaBISIET Yrpo3y? MoxeT ObITh, MHE CTOUT CHavasla CBsI3aThCs
C HUMH ¥ KYNIUTh HHOOPMAIIHIO.»



Ero mo060Bb K OE€HbI'aM U €r0 2KU3Hb OBLTIH B OFpOMHOfI OuTBE BHYTPHX HEro, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB OH
penini CBA3aThCA C KOHTpa6aHJII/ICTaMI/I.

[Tpocro mokynka uHGopMaIuu He Oblyia JOPOTOH 110 CPAaBHEHHUIO C IIOKYIIKOY IIPEOMETOB, I03TOMY OH
pelmI, 4To IOTepnuT 370. Ha caMoM fesie, 3To Bce ellle OBIIIO OYeHb JOPOTO0, 3TO IIPOCTO He OBLIO0
[OPOTro [0 CPaBHEHHUIO C IIOKYIIKOU APYTUX Belleu.

ViMmepaTop He CTasl TepsiTh BDeMEHHU U CBSI3asICs C KOHTpabaHOHUCTaMHU.

— IlpuBet! CTaphlil KIIMEHT, KaXKeTCs, CHOBA CBS3aJICA C HaMu. UTO BaM HYKHO?»

TeHb MpeKpacHOM KEHIWHEI TOSIBUIACh epen ummepaTopoM. OHa Oblyla BCETO JIUIIL CEKpeTapIei
Accouuanuy KOHTpabaHIHUCTOB, K KOTOPOU IIPUHAJIexXasa, ¥ BCETO JIUIIbL BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIM
003KeCTBOM, HO 9TOT0 OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI MMETD [AEJI0 C MEJIKMMHU IIOKYIIaTeIsIMHU,

Ecnu Obl KimueHT OB KeM-TO ¢ 60j1ee BLICOKMM IIPOUCXOKICHUEM, IOSBUIICS OBl KTO-TO €IIe, HO OJIs
TaKWX MaJeHbKUX (QpHlleB, KaK 9TOT UMIIEPATOp, yKe ObIJI0 YeCThIO, UTO €T0 IIPUBETCTBOBAI
BTOPOCTENEHHBIX Bor.

— OTOT ITapeHb MOSIBUJICS B MO€U BCEJIEHHOU. f He 3Hal0 ero HaMepeHuy, HO s YBEPeH, YTO OH-
BTOPOCTENEHHBIN bor, caepKuBalomui ero cuiny. MHe Hy>KHa HH(pOpPMaLKsi 0 HeM TOIbKO Ha TOT
Clydai, eCyid MHe NPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCS C HUM JIULIOM K JIUITY.»

TeHb KpacuBOM KEHIIUHHI HE HalllJla MPOCk0y CTPAHHOM U ITOCMOTpesa Ha Oymary ¢ uHdopmanuein
Vens 1 HeKOTOPBIMU 3aIIKMCSIMH, @ 3aTEM ee JIUI0 U3MEHUIIOCh.

-But YBEDPEHEI, YTO 3TOT YE€JIOBEK HAXOOUTCS B Ballleli BCEJIEHHOH ?»

C stum BOIIPOCOM MMIIEPATOP 3aMETHII, YTO KEHIIMWHAa yY3Halla IU/IeJ'IH.

— [la, 9TOT YenoBeK 3HaMEHHUT WITH YTO-TO B 9TOM pofae? CKOJIbKO 3a HHGOPMAIHIO?»

OH yKe 3allJIaTUJI OTPOMHYIO IIeHY TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTOOHI CBSI3aThCs C Accouualiuen
KOHTpabaHAKCTOB, HO OH 3HaJI, UTO 3a MojIyuyeHue Bcel nHopMaluu eMy IPUOETCS 3allIaTUTh
CaMOCTOSITEILHO.

— B omnare HeT HeOGXOI[I/IMOCTI/I, HO BEI JOJIZKHEI HOOGGH.I&TB ciiemoBaTb MOUMM HUHCTPYKIIUAM.»

VimmepaTop OBLI IIOTPSICEH TEM, UTO XKafHas Accolranusi KOHTpabaHOMUCTOB OTKa3anach IJIaTUTh B
o0MeH Ha YTO-TO BPOJie BHIIOTHEHUS UX HHCTPYKIUH.



«B nopsapke.»

Bo BCsSIKOM citydae, ©UMIIEPATOpP He MOT CKa3aTh «HeT». OH ObIT HEOOCTAaTOYHO CHUJIEH, YTOOBI
0CKOpOuTH Acconuannio KOHTPaOaHIUCTOB.

-4rto OBl HU CIIy4uJiioCh, HE obuxKail 3TOoro yeymoBeka. Eciu oH paCCepauTCs, Ballla BCEJIEHHAsA
HMCYE3HeT, U Hala ACCOIranus KOHTpa6aHHI/ICTOB MOKET II0CJIe[JOBaTh 3a HeH, TIIOCKOJIBKY OHa Onl1a
B KOHTaKTe C BaMHu.»

YCrBIIIaB UCITyTaHHBIN TOJIOC XKEeHITMHEI, UMIEPATOP IIOHSII, YTO eMy YIaloCh CBSI3aThCS C
Accouuarnyer KOHTpaOaHIUCTOB.

— MoxeT OhITE, OH M eCThb bor, a He BTOpocTemneHHb# bor. TonbKo He TOBOPY MHE, YTO OH BEJTUKUM
oor.»

Tpycnussit UMiepaTop Havyasl OyMaTh, YTO 9TO CaMoe XYAIlee, HO OH He 0XKM[aJl, YTO YCIIBIIIUT
yepe3 MTHOBEHHUE II0CTIe 9TOTO.

-OH Benukui 0or Uens, unned CoBeTa 00roB, THI IOHUMAEIIL €r0 3HaUYEHUe?»

JIumo uMrneparopa Ovino 6nepubeiM. OH yKe mymar, 4yTo Benukuii Bor-sTo 6encrsue, Ho uneH CoBeTa
6oroB OBIT ellle XyX&Ke. B TOT MOMeHT OH OBIJT yBepPeH, 4TO Mesb IPoCTO UTpajl CoO CBOUMHU
MTOMYMHEHHbIMY PaHbIlle, HHaYe OHU BCe TIOTUOIH OFI.

— IToxoxke Ha T0. [TocnymaiiTe, IpSIMO ceryac faxe Apyrue 4ieHbl CoBeTa 60roB 3aHTEPECOBAHH B
BeNIUKOM Gore Mese; OHU XOTAT OLITH €ero OApy3baMu. Brl MeHs moHuMaeTe? KTo 3HaeT, MOXKeT OBITb,
KTO-TO YOBEeT Bac, 4TOOBI 3aBOeBaTh €T0 PACIooXKeHNe, faXke eClIi OH UTHOPUPYET Bac.»

Acconuanys KOHTpabaHAKCTOB UMea Oefio ¢ nHbopMalmei, mo3TomMy naxe uneHs CoBeTa OOTOB
MHOTIA T10JIb30BaJIUCh €10, UTO ObII0 eQUHCTBEHHOM IIPUYNHOM, 10 KOTOPOX OHU MOTJIX CyIIeCTBOBATh
B MUDE.

OHu He OBUTH TTOX0XHU Ha Ty KOHTPAOAHOUCTKY C TAKUMH aMOUIUSIMU. XOTS OHU 3aHUMAJIUCh
HE3aKOHHOM TOPTOBJIEN, OHU 3HAJIX CBOM Ipepenbl. [laxe ecnu [1:K06C BHICTYIIAN B POJIU
TEJIOXPaHUTEJISI UJIK KOTO-TO YOUBaJ, OH IPOCTO BHIIIOJIHSJ POJIb TOCPENHUKA, YTOOH He y4acTBOBATh
B HUX HaIpsIMYyIO.

TakuM 00pa3oM, OHH OBIITH 0YEeHb OCTOPOKHEIL C JIIOALMY, KOTOPBEIE MOTJIM CIIPOBOITMPOBATH
KaTacTpody ansg Hux, u Menb OB B CIIMCKeE JIIOAEeN, KOTOPHIX OHU He HOJIKHBI OBLIM OCKOPOISATH.
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-4 moHumalo. f1 cuernap Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH HE 00UIETH €T0.»
ViMmepaTop MpeKpacHO IMOHKMaJI, YTO He MOXKET OCKOPOUTh CTOJIBKO CHUJIBHBIX CYIIIECTB.

— XOpOH.IO, YTO TBI IOHUMAEIIIb. CTOJ'IKHYBH.II/ICB C JIIOOBEMHU TAKOT'O0 YPOBHSA, CMEPTH 6YJIeT IIPOCTO
JIY4HIIXM UCXOOO0M, €CThb Iopa3fo XyAamine UCXOObI, ¥ 3TOT BEJIUKUI 00T Hensb, moxoxe, TI00UT
HCIIOJIb30BaTh MX AOJIA HaKa3aHUWA.»

Accoranys KOHTpabaHIKCTOB MPEeKPACcHO 3Haja, YTO IPOUCXOOUT B CBSIIEHHOM UMIepUu. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, TaM OBIJ 3aMelllaH KOHTPAOaHOKUCT, ¥ XOTs OHA He Obljla CBSI3aHa C HUMHU, OHU XOTEeJH
IIPOBEPUTH, MOTYT JIX ee NeWCTBUS CIIPOBOIIMPOBATEL TO, UTO KTO-TO HAYHET YOMBATh BCEX
KOHTPa0aHOKCTOB, YTO OBII0 OBl HACTOSINEH MPOOIEMOM IJIS HUX.

WX ceTb y3Hasa 0 CyIleCTBOBaHUYM 00MOHI-TAaCTHKA PaHbIle, 4yeM maxe uneHs CoBeTa GOTOB,
UCKiodasi Benukoro Bora Kpoxa, ¥ OHM 3HAJIH, YTO COBET OOTOB HE TIO3BOJIUT YEMY-TO MTOJOOHOMY
CYIIIEeCTBOBAThL ¥ TeM 60JIee PacIpPOCTPaHITLCS He3aKOHHO, TaK YTO ObITM OOJIBIINE IIAaHCH, YTO BCE
KOHTPAOAHIKUCTE CTAHYT MUIIEHSIMH.

K cuacThio, Ha HUX He HallaJld [IO0CJIe TOT0, KaK CBSIeHHas UMIIePHs MOJIy4Ynsia CBoe HaKa3aHue, HO
HUX OBIJIO JOCTAaTOYHO WH(OPMAIIHY 0 HaKa3aHWK, YTOOR! IIOCTAaBUTh MeJb MPSMO B CIIUCOK JTIOIEH,
KOTOPHIE HUKOTTIa He OyIyT OCKOPOJIEHH.

Ha caMoM fiefie, Aaxe ecny 6bl OHYM 3HANK 00 HCTUHHOI cuile Mersi, OHE Bce PaBHO BKITIOUHIIH GBI €T0
B 9TOT CIIHCOK. [TPOCTO CclIyxu 0 TOM, 4To Benukuii Bor Kpox momgepKuBaeT ero, ¥ TOT (akT, YTO TaK
MHOT'0 BEJIMKUX OOTOB XOTeJIX OBITh €r0 APY3bsMH, OBIJI0O HOCTATOYHO, YTOOR! IIPEBPATUTE €TI0 B KOTO-
TO, KOI'0 OHY He MOIJIM OCKOPOHTE.

B TakoM TeHEBOM 6I/I3H8Ce, Kak Acconmanus KOHTpaGaHI[I/ICTOB, OHHY BCerfaa OyMallk O XYJIH.IGIZ
CUTyalluu, KOraa JlefICTBOBaHH, II03TOMY OHH HE 6YJIYT CO30aBATh OOIIOJTHUTEJIBHBIX BPATr'OB 0e3
IIPUYKHBI, ¥ €Ille MEHEIIEe TeX, Y KOI'0 €CTh MOTEeHIIKMAJl YHUYTOXKUTh UX.

YT0 Xe KacaeTcs XKeHIIWHEBl, BCTYIIUBIIEN B CTOBOP CO CBAIIEHHOU UMIIEPUEH, TO IIOCIIE 3TOr0
clly4as HUKTO He 3Hal, Ime oHa HaxoguTcsa. OHa cpady XKe CcupsTanach 4 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs He
pelanachk MoKa3aThCs U3-3a CTPaxa, 4To Menb ee 00HAPYXKHUT.

VimmepaTop mpepBaj CBI3b Cpa3y mnocie 3Toro. OH AeHCTBUTEILHO UCIYTaliCs B TOT MOMEHT, IIOTOMY
YTO 3HAJI, YTO OOTM MOTYT MCIIOIH30BaTh JIACTHUK CYIIECTBOBAHUS, KOTOPHIMA COEIAeT TaK, YTO HUKTO
HEe BCTIOMHHT O HUX.

Ecnu eMy Hy>KHO YMepeTh, TO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, OH X04eT, YTOOLI ero IOMHUIIM, TaK YTO CTUPaHUe
OynmeT ISt HeTO HaCTOSIIUM KOIIIMapOM.

KoHeuHo, 3T0 Oblyla XyAllas CUTyalus, KOTOPYIO UMIIEPaToOp MOT ceGe MPenCcTaBUTh, IOTOMY YTO OH



He 3HaJI 0 TOM, YTO CJIy4usI0Ch CO CBAIIEHHOU UMIIEPUEN.

Acconmanys KOHTPabaHOUCTOB Ofapuiia ero HeKOTOPo# nHopMaImen o Hene, 9TOGH
rapaHTUPOBaTh, YTO OHU He OyOyT pacCMaTPUBAThCS KaK ITOMOTalollie UMIIepaTOpy HaBPeaUTh
Hemto, a Ha060POT.

YTo KacaeTcs TOro, YTO UMIepaTop OyOeT menaTh Jasiblle, OHU NeHCTBUTEIBHO He 3a00THUITUCE, TaK
KaK OHH yKe CKa3a/li eMy HUKOT{a He 0CKOpOATh Menb, Tak 4To 3TO He OyHeT uX BHHOMU, eCITU
UMIIePATOP CAeJIaeT YTO-TO OIPOMETYHBOE,

— I/IHTepeCHO, 9TO JIy4lie, 4eM O0XKHNOaJIOCh. bel MOTI'Y KCIIOJIb30BAaTh €I0 B CBOMX MHTEPECax.»

OTH cJ10Ba OBLIH IPOH3HECEHE KeM-TO, KTO IIPSATAJICS B TOH 2Ke KOMHATe, I/le UMIIepaTop CBSI3hIBAJICS
¢ Accoruanuei KOHTPaOaHOUCTOB.

ITOT YesIoBeK B KOMHaTe OvlT MemeM, uin, TouHee, O4eHb cIaOBIM BOILIOIeHueM Mers.

OH mpsiTan ¢pparMeHTH BomiomeHu# JlegsHex BoJIKOB, KOTOPHIX MTOCKHIIA B aTAKy, a 3aTeM
IPUCOEIMHSN UX K TeM, Ha KOro Hamapasl. [Iocie moTepu Mess Bce OHM HCIOIb30BaIH IOPTAJ,
4TOGH BEPHYTHCS BO [BOPEL], YTO IO3BOJIMIIO Meimo co6paTh Bce hparMeHTH U CO3[aTh TaM
WHKAPHAITKIO, XOTSI 9TO CITyKHUJIO TOJIBKO M7 c6opa uHGOpPMAaITHy.

Ecnu 651 HMIIEpPATOp He Konebascs Tak IOOJIT0, BOMJIoleHue e He CMOTIIO (0)31 IMOOCIIyIIaTh 3TOT
Pa3roBop, HO COMHEHHUS UMIIEPATOPA OBLIH JOCTAaTO4YHO OOJITUMH, YTOORI ITO3BOJIUTh OCTABIITUMCS B
XKHUBEBIX COJIJaTaM BEPHYTBLCA TyHa.

Henw He mo0uI KOHTp&G&HJII/ICTOB, HO y HETO CJIOKHUIIOCE HEIIJIOX0€ BII€YaTIIEHHE 00 aTOM
aCColaliu KOHTpa6aHI[I/ICTOB, TakK KdK OHH IIOMOTJIX €My C €TI0 IIJIaHOM 06MaHy'TB HMIIepaTopa.

— Ceiiuac naH 6ynet 6ojee rTafKuM, HO MHE UHTEPECHO, CMOTY JIH 51 B OyOyIIeM CHeaTh YTO-To,
4yTOOBI CHeNIaTh 3Ty acCOUUAINI0 KOHTPabaHOUCTOB CBOEH, UX UHGOPMAIMOHHAS CeTh KakeTCs
OTJIMYHOM, U €CJIU 3TO IIPaBa, YTO TAaK MHOTO BaXKHBIX JIIOfIeH XOTAT MOe 6/1aroCKIOHHOCTH,
neraau3alus Ux He JOJIXKHa ObITh TPYOHOM, HO yIIpaBJieHNe BCEM 3BYUYHUT Kak 007b. Teneps s
IeUCTBUTELHO X0uy, 4T0Ob! [[Kyu Oblia 3[ech, 1 yBepeH, 4To oHa Oy[eT B3BOJIHOBaHa
BO3MOKHOCTHIO0 KOHTPOJIUPOBATh TaKyl0 MaJeHbKYI0 OPTAaHU3ALHNIO0, U MHE He HyKHO OyeT HUYero
IenaTth.»

IZGJ'IB HCIIBITBIBAJI CUJIIBHOE UCKYIIEHNEe IIOTTIOTUTE €TI0, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO IIOMOTJIO OBl €MY BLHICJIEOUTDH
BCeX CBOHX Bparos, rge OBl OHU HU HaXOOUIIUCE. EMY OEeHCTBUTEJIBHO HE XBaTallo HHq)OpMaHHOHHOﬁ
CeTH TAaKOT'0 YPOBHAI.

OpHako 9To OBLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO B OyXKanIIee BpeMs, II0O3TOMY OH IIPOCTO 3a0bI1 00 3TOM Ha
MI'HOBEHHE.



MHKapHAaIMI 0CTaBalach BO BOPIIe B KAYECTBe INMHOHA, HO IIOCKOJIBKY HHKaPHAIIMS HaXOOuIach B
TOW JXKe BCEJIEHHOM, YTO ¥ OCHOBHOe Tejio Mess, oHu ObITH HaealbHO CHHXPOHU3UPOBAHE, TAaK YTO
HWenb 3Ham 060 BCeM, UTO BUMe/la HHKapHAIHS.

— BEI OBO€, BEIXOOUTE.»
On 3actasun Todela u cTaprKa NIOKUHYTH CKIafICKOE ITOMEIIEHYe.
— Bomnpoc petres. [JaBaiiTe 3aiMeMCSI TYPU3MOM. »

Korma on 3aroopwut, Todelr 1 CTapuK He IOHSIIM, B YeM [eJ10, ¥ IIOCMOTPeNIX Ha HEero
HEIOYMEHHUEM.

Opmuo meno, ecnu Menb cO€XKUT OT BParoB UK HaxXKe eCJIM eMy yIacTCs I00equTh UX, HO 3aHUMAThCS
TYPHU3MOM-3TO He TO, YTO OHU MOTJIX OBI CHEJIaTh, TOCKOJIBKY OHU ObLIM Pa3bICKUBAEMBIMU
IIPECTYIHUKAMM B 3TOM BCEJIEHHOM, UJTH, 10 KpaiitHel Mepe, CTApUK OB OOHUM K3 HUX.

— INepecTtaHb BOMHOBATHCSI. HUKTO He MPUYUHUT HaM Bpeda, CKopee Bcero, Hao0opoT. ITpocTo
MOJOXKOUTE, TOKA UMIIePATOP BEKJIMBO IIPUTIACUT HAC B CBOM ABOpPEIL.»

Henb paccmesincsi, HO 3TO TOIBKO YCUJIUAJIO IIOK, KOTOPBIM MCIIBEITAIN ABOE APYTHUX.

OHY He IIOHUMAJIH, YTO HeNaeT Memb, 4ToGH HMeTh TaKyl0 YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO ST OMCTHYHHIM
MMIIepaTop C TaKOW OTPOMHOM apMUEN IIOIBITAETCSA T'OBOPUTh C HUMU MUPHO.

OJIHaKO OHHU HE OyMallk, 4TO Hens nxer, II03TOMY KMBHYJIX U IIOCII€OOBAJIA 3a HUM.

Yepe3 HECKONIBKO IHEN OHM HAIIUIM IIJIaHETY, U3BECTHYIO CBOMMU OJII0JaMu, TI03TOMY Henp pemmn
OCTAHOBUTHLCS TaM, YTOOBI ITOIIPOOOBATE UX.

Peaxius yofelt GblTa TaKoi, KaK U IpencKa3biBal Kesb. Bce GBUIH Upe3BBIYAiHO BEXKIIUBLL C HUMH U
Iaxe IOJaBajIy BCIO JIy4Iyio eny 6ecIiaTHO.

Takoro obpallleHusl CTapuK He HUCIIBITHIBA C TEX IIOP, KaK ero OTel] Bce ellle OblJI UMIIEPATOPOM.

[Tpukassl uMnepaTopa OFICTPO LOCTUTIIA BCEX YTONIKOB BCceeHHOM, Tak 4TO BCe 3HAJHU, YTO I'PyIIIa
nepen HUMH He MOXKeT ObITh 0CKopOJieHa, MHaye UMIIepaTop HaKaXkeT UX.

OHu He NTOHKUMAJIH, ImouyeMy CaMBIl pa3bICKHBaeMBIIZ IIPECTYIITHUK Bcenennoiu HaXOOUTCsI BMECTe C
YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTr'0 JaxKe UMIIePATOP CHUTAET BA2KHBIM, HO UMIIEPATOP sACHO CKa3adJl, 4YTO T€, KTO
NIyTeneCTByeT BMECTE C HeneM, Takxke HeIlIpHuKaCa€eMHhl.



BonpmuHCTBO miogen HUHTEPECOBAJIUCh ITPOUCXO0XKIEHNEM I/UIGJ'IH, YTOOBI HWMIIEPATOP TaK BEICOKO O HEM
AOyMaJl, HO OHH IIPEKPACHO 3HAJ/Ii, YTO OHHU OBLIH CJ'[a6aKaMI/I, He HMEINNMH BJIaCTH BMEIINBATHCA B
9TH [eJla.

KoneuHo, 0OHM HEMEOJIeHHO JOJI0KHUIIHN O MPUCYTCTBUHA PIGHH U IIOJIYYHMJIUA TIPHUKA3 IIPUTTIACUTDL €TI0 BO
AOBOp€EI, HO HE OCMEJINIIUCE 3arOBOPUTH, IIOKA BCE€ HE 3aKOHYHUJIX TPAIIE3Y.

— T'ocmoga, HaIl ©UMIIEPaTOP CKal3aJl HaM, YTO BBl BCE MPUTJIAIIEHE IIOCETUTE OBOPEI], KOTaa
3axX0THTE. Y HAC eCThb IopTasi, Ecu Bel XOTUTE MOUTH IPSIMO cefdac. eCclii HET, TO MHOTHE IIJIAHETH
UMeIOT, BbI MOXKeTe MCII0Ib30BaTh 3TOT MapKep, YTOOLI UCIIOIL30BATh HUX.»

2KeToH, KOTOPHIM MOT aKTHBHUPOBATh 9TH ITOPTAJIBI, OBITT YPEe3BEIYANHO IIEHHBIM, B OOBLIYHO TOJIBKO Te,
KTO OBLII OUueHb 6JIM30K K UMIIePaTOPy ¥ apMUM, UMEJIU ero, HO UMIIepaTop pellusl OaTh ofuH HMemio,
4yTOORI TOKA3aTh, YTO OH HE X0UET HUKAKOT0 KOH(PIMKTA C HUM.

-4 HaBemry ero, Korma 3axouy. Emne oguH payHp 651101, BKYC HEIJIOXOMU.»

Ha camowm fene 6miofa OBUIM TOCTATOYHO BKYCHBIME, YTOOHI IIJIaKaTh OT CYACThS, KOTTa UX edsT, HO
Henb u Todelll paHbIle €M ellle JIy4Ile, T03TOMY OHU He ObIIM 0COOEHHO TPOHYTH UMHU. OHU U CaMU
MOTJIA OBl IPUTOTOBUTD YTO-HUOYOH ITOJTyYIIIe,

CTapuk yke MHOTO JIeT He Tpo60Ba HUYEero HaCTObKO BKYCHOTO, HO MY yIaloCh COXPaHUTh
camMoo0JiamaHue.

JTiomu, o6cnyKUBaloIKe UX, PpaCCePAUIUCh Obl, eciiu ObI KTO-TO OPYToi CKa3ajl UM 3TU CJIOBA, HO
YeJI0BEK, KOTOPBIA TOBOPHII, Ka3aJsioCh, ObITT 0YEHb BaXKeH [IJIS KUMIIePATOPa, II03TOMY OHU PEIUIH,
YTO UX efa Obl/la HeII0X0# yKe GOJIBITHM KOMIIIMMEHTOM.

Xots Mlenb mOMy4ui 3HaK, IOCTIe TOro, KaK Chell HeCKOIBKO PAayHIOB G0, OH IPOCTO HOKHHYIT
3alIaHUPOBAHHOE, COIPOBOXKmaeMbI TodelreM u CTapuKOM.

OH TOPOMWJICS, HO TIOKA3kIBATh 9TO UMIIEPATOPY OBIIO OB HEXOPOIIIO, TO3TOMY OH Bejl ce0s TakK, Kak
OynTo He Bo3paxkasl MPOTHUB BCTPEUM C KMIIEPATOPOM HIM HET, YTO TOJILKO YCUIUBAJIO HIITIO3UI0, YTO
OH OBIJT BCEMOTYIIIUM CYIIIeCTBOM, KOTOPOE MOTJIO YHUUTOXKUTh BCEJIEHHYIO B JTI000M MOMEHT, €CJIH OBl
3ax0TeJlo, TaK YTO UMIepaTop OBLI [JiT HETO COBCEM He BaKeH.

I'pynma HMens moceTuna HECKOJIBKO MJIAaHET, H3BECTHHIX HECKOJTLKUMH BeIllaMu, IIOTOMY YTO OHH
3aHMMAaJIMCh TYPU3MOM, KaK U cKa3asn Herb.

X0Ts 3TO OBEIeHKe 3aCTaBUIIO HMIIEPATOPa ellle OOJIbIIe 0IacaThcsl Mems, 0HO Takke, Ka3asoch,
TIOATBEPKIAj0, UYTO Menb He MOSBUIICS TaM, YTOOH CITPOBOIIMPOBATEL BOMHY, UTO 3aCTABUIIO €T0
IIOBEPUTh, YTO BCE MOKHO PEILIUTh, TOBOPSI.



TeMm BpeMEHEM MHKapHalud Hensa IIpoaoJIzZKajia UCKaThb I/IH(l)OpMaU;I/II-O 0 OBOpPIiE U BCEX, KTO OBIIT
O/IM30K K HUMIIEPATOPY, 4TO OBILI0 OOBOJIBHO JIETKO, TdK KdaK MHKAPHALIXA HaX0OUJIaCk BHYTPH OBOPIiA.

Bosee Toro, HKapHanus Mens Gbla co3faHa CleluanbHO s MITH0HAaXKa, TO3TOMY, XOTs OHa H He
obnagarna HUKaKoW 00eBOil MOIIIbI0, ee OBIII0 Ype3BEIYaHO TPYAHO 00HAPYKHUTS.

HoBoCTb 0 TOM, uTO Menbckas Irpymna 3aHEMaeTCsl TYPU3MOM, PaCIIPOCTPAHHUIIACh, U JIIONH COBCEM
He YOUBUIIUCH, YBUAEB UX, HO TYPUCTHUYECKas PyTHHA HapylLIUJIachk, KOTga Ha OIpefeIeHHOU TJIaHeTe
Wernb 3arosopuil.

— Bepnu Hac K mopTtany. A Temeps S X04y HaBeCTUThH BallleTO UMIIEpaTopa.»

Hens G TOTOB IPUCTYIUTS K OCYIECTBIIEHHIO CBOETO ITOCTIEHETO IIIaHa B 9TOH BCENIEHHOH.
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VimnepaTop yNBIOHYICS U B3MOXHYJII C 06JIeTUeHNEM, YCIBIIIaB, YTO Hens ezeT K HEeMY B T'OCTH.

OH 3HaJ, 4TO IepBoe BIevyaTieHue Mess 0 HeM ObIJIO III0XUM, TI03TOMY OH He X0Tesl, YTOOk Menb
IOKHUHYJ BCEJIEHHYI0, He U3MEHUB ee, UJIH, BO3MOXKHO, KTO-TO OPYTroi YHUYTOXKUT BcenmeHHy0, YTOOH
yroguts Herto.

TaxuM o6pa3oM, TToKa Kemnb 3aHMMAICs TypU3MOM, HaclaXkaascs TydImMy OmonaMy BeenenHoi 1
TIOCEeIaJT CaMble KPaCHBEIE MECTa, UMIIepaTop He MOT OHITh B ITOKOE.

OnHAaKO OH 3HAJI, YTO MOMBITKA 3aCTABUTh Menb 6yIeT ©MeTh IPOTHBOIOIOKHEIH 3(G(EKT, I03TOMY
€My HYKHO OBIJIO TePIIETh.

Kax TOJIBKO U3BECTHE 0 TOM, YTO Mesb coGupaeTcs MOCETUTh UMIIEPaTopa, JOCTUTTIO yen
MMIIepaTopa, OH MpHKa3aj IPUTOTOBUTE OaHKET C TydIIUMHU O1i0laMu, KOTOPhIE TOIHKO MOT
IPUTOTOBUTD ABOpPEI], IOTOMY YTO, YBUAEB NoBefieHNe Hens, OH, Ka3anocCh, HacaaxKmaucs Xopoue
enou.

KoneuHo, MiMmepatop 3HaJ, 4To Menb ye3xXaeT, a 3a HUM ¥ [jBO€ IPYTHUX. Y Hero He GBUIO HUKAKUX
npo6iiem ¢ TodelreM, MOCKOIBKY OH [laXKe He 3HaJl, KTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK, HO Y HETO ONpPee/IeHHO ObITn
ITPOTHUBOPEYMBEIE YYBCTBA K APYTOMY YE€JIOBEKY, €T0 COOCTBEHHOMY MilafiieMy 6paTy, KOTOPOro OH
TIBITAJICS YOUTH B Te€UEHUE [OITOTO BPEMEHHU.

HMIepaTop [eiiCTBUTENLHO XOTeN YOUTh CBOEro MIajIIero 6paTa, HO OH 3HaJI, YTO KaK TOJIBKO Mes
IIOSIBUTCS, YTOOBI 3AIUTUTE €r0, HEBO3MOXHO CHeJIaTh 3TO, He 00MIEeB KOT0-TO, KOI'0 OH HEe MOT
00UTeTs.



HOSTOMY OH PEeIIunJI ITPOTJIOTUTE CBOU SMOIUH. OH MOMIHITAETCs IIPUTIIACUTH I;Ienﬂ B3SITh C CO0OM
MIapgmaiero 6paTa, KOr'Ja TOT ITIOKHHET BCEJIEHHYIO, yTOOBI OOJIBIIIE HE UMETh C HUM neia.

Bce BaxHbIe IEPCOHEL €T0 MyafIiero 6para ObIIM MEPTBHL B 1I060M Ciydae, I03TOMY UMIIEpaTop He
BEPUJI, YTO ero MJIafuIni OpaT UCIILITHBAJ CUJIbHBIE YYBCTBA K TOMY, YTOOBI OCTAThCS B 9TOU
BCEJICHHOM!.

Cron gnst 6aHKeTa OBLI OTPOMHBIM, HO B HEM CTOSIJIO BCETO YETHIPE CTyJa. Tpoe ¢ OMHOM CTOPOHEI,
OIUH C Opyroii. MMmepartop GymeT CTOSITh JIUI[OM K rpyIe Mess BMecTo TOro, YToOk 3aHATH OoJiee
BBICOKOE TIOJIOKEHUE, KaK 9TO OJKHO OBIIIO CIIyYUThCS, IOCKOJIBKY GaHKET MPOXOMUII B €T0 JBOPIIE.

OH HUMKaK He MOT 3aHATh 60Jiee HU3KO0e MOJI0KEeHUe, TaK KaK CIIYTH 3TOT0 He MOUMYT, T03TOMY OH
yXKe Jefaj Bce BO3MOXKHOe, YTOOH He 006upeTh Mens u B TO Ke BpeMs He Ka3aThCs CIabbIM Iepen
IOPYTUMHU.

['pynma Mens Gsla HeBeKIMBa, KOTMa OHU HOGPAIMCE HO ABOPIA U HAPABHIINCH K MECTY, THe
HAXOOUJICS UMIIEPATOp, He JOXKHUOAsICh, ITI0OKA CIIYT'H IIPOBEAYT UX.

Oxka3aBumich B GaHKETHOM 3aJjie, BCe OHU IPOCTO CUMST, JaXKe He II0300POBABIINCH C UMIEPATOPOM.
Wens maxke CMOTpET Ha HETO, KaK HA MypPaBbs.

9T0 GBIIIO OTPOMHOE HeyBaXKeHue, KOTOPOe PaCcCepAuIo CIIyT, HO UMIIepaTop BOBCE He CepIucs,
TIOTOMY YTO BEPHII, YTO Menb NeiCTBUTENIbHO MOXKET YOUTh er0, KaK eCjIi Okl OH CTPEJISN B MypPaBbs,
TAK 4YTO €ro ITOBe[eHHe BOBCE He OBII0 HEIPUIMYHEIM.

-Tak 1mouyeMy e BBl XOTEJIM BCTPETUTHCS C HAMU?»

Xots Menb ¥ cKa3an ITo, UMIEPATOP MPOCTO XOTEJI BCTPETUTHCS C HUM, HO UMIIEPATOP PEIINII, YTO
JIy4Ille He TIOMpPaBIIATh €ro.

— Mowu mropu OBLIH HEYBAXKHUTEJIbHEL K BaM, IIO3TOMY A XOTE€JI USBUHUTLCA JIMIHO.»

VimmepaTop mepesoXKuil BUHY Ha CBOMX JIIOfIeH, XOTSI UMEeHHO OH OT[aJl MpKYKa3 HallacTh Ha yOexwuIie
cBoero Oparta. Tem He MeHee, 9TO ObIJIO TPABHOM, YTO OH HE IIPUKA3bIBAJl aTAaKoBaTh Menb u3-3a
cyimecTBoBaHus Herns.

Ecmu GBI OH 3HAJI, YTO TAUHCTBEHHAS JTMYHOCTH 3alUIIAET er0 MIaAIIero OpaTa, TO MPOBe Okl
TIATEJIbHOE PacCiiefloBaHue, TPeXIe YeM PELIUThCS Ha HallafieHue.

-O, BBl IMeeTe B BUAy Te€X, KTO XOTeJ MOPaboTHUTh MEHS U MO€ETO Apyra, IOTOMY YTO y Hac He OBIIO
paspelieHus Ha moe3nky? WMnu, MoxkeT ObITh, T€, KTO OKPYKHUJI HAaC TPOUX C HaMepeHueM yOUTh, HO A
IIPOTHAJI UX?»



JIn1io uMIepaTopa U3MEeHHUIOCh; OH He 3HaJl, YTO Te, KTO yMep TaMHCTBEHHEIM 00pa30M, TaKke
ockopbumnu HUenb.

B TOT MOMEHT umInepaTop ObII CHACTIIKUB, UTO 3TH TJIYIIEI TOTUOIN OT PYyK HMemns.

XoTs1 ero gy OBITM BLICOKOMEPHEI, IIOTOMY YTO OH, MMIIEPATOp, MOAOePKUBAJ UX, UMIIEPAaTOP
CYHMTaJI, YTO UM HYy2KHO HEMHOT'O 3APaBOT0 CMHIC/IA, YTOOEI He 00MIETh BCEX, HE TPOBEPUB, KTO OHU
TaKue B IIEPBYIO 0Yepefb.

KoHeuHO, TPUYMHON TOMY OBLIM MPEObIAyINKe JeHCTBUS UMIIepaTopa, TaK YTO OH BCe ellle OBl
BHMHOBAT B TOM, YTO CO3[aBaJj BIevdaTieHue, 6yaTo HU4ero He OOUTCS.

«006a. { coxarneio 00 ux moBefeHuH.  pafi, YTO TH HaKa3asl UX, OHU 3TO 3aCIyKUIN.»

Cnyru ObUIM IIIOKUPOBAHHI TOBefeHueM MMIepaTopa BO BpeMsi CEpBUPOBKY OJI0MI, HO He
OCMeNIUBaIUCh 3aTOBOPUTE.

HmmepaTop 3HaJI, YTO OH He MPOU3BOLUT XOPOIIIero BIeYaTIeHU HAa CBOKX CJIYT, HO OH CJIMIITIKOM
oosca Uens, yToOBI OECIIOKOUTLCS 00 3TOM B MAHHLIA MOMEHT.

— Bynb ocTopoxkeH co CBOUMU TIOAbMU. MoKeT ObITh, B CIEAYIOINHM pa3 MOSI pyKa COCKOJIb3HET, U A
YHUUYTOXKY O0bIle, 4eM cienoBaso 6el. Hampumep, eCiu KTO-TO MBITAJICS YTO-TO CAEATh IPOTHUB HAC
3Mech, BBl He MOXKEeTe BUHUTh MeHsI, ecyiu [Bopell ncuye3HeT Kak mobouHbd apdeKT, BepHo? 4 yxe
TaK CHUJIbHO CIePKKBAI0 CBOM CHJIBI, YTO IMPOCUTh MEHS CIePXKHUBATH elre O0bIille HEBO3MOXKHO,
II03TOMY BaM JTy4Ille 3aCTAaBUTh CBOUX JIIOfIel BeCTH ce0st XOPOIIIo.»

Yrpoza HUens Ovina o4eBupgHa, 1 MMmepaTop 3Has 3710, Ho Menb OBIT 4OCTaTOYHO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM
YeJI0BEKOM, YTOOBI YTPOXKATh €My OTKPHITO, I03TOMY OH He 3KaJI0BaJICs.

-He BonHy#Cs. OTOr0 HE CIYUYUTCI.»

HmnepaTop He BepuJI, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET OCIIYIIAThCS €r0 U MPUYUHUTE Bpen Hero B ero
IIPUCYTCTBUMU.

— Heyxenu? Torpma Bel MOXKeTe OBITh YBEePEHBI, UTO HU OJHO M3 3TUX MATHUCOT OJII0 Ha CTOJE He
OTpaBJIeHO?»

[Tpexkme 4eM 3arOBOPUTH, UMIIEPATOP OTJISMEN BCIO IIOCYAY.

-Hy KOHeuHO! Bce oHU crenaHh II0OBapaMu OBOPIIQ, JIYIIIHMMHU U3 JIYIIIUX B 9TOM BceleHHOU. He
MO2XKeT 6I:>ITI>, YTOOBI OHHU IMogaBalikx OTPABJIEHHYIO IIUITYy MOXUM I'OCTSAM M MHE.»



Y uMmnepaTopa OeiCTBUTENILHO He XBATUIIO NYXY IPHUKA3aTh CBOMM II0BApaM OTPABHUTH €y, IOTOMY
4TO OH OBITT yBepeH, uTo Menb 3amMeTuT, u 9T0 OymeT 6ecrone3Ho. bomee TOro, OH He BEPHUII, YTO
KaKOW-ubo sif ero BCeJIeHHOU crioco0eH yOuTh BeuKoro bora.

-3T10 OBITI0 OBl 3aMeYaTeNIbHO, ecIu OBl 3TO OBITIO ITPABIOM, HO 30ECh ECTh OTPaBIeHHOe 0/1iomo. Y Tebs
IerCTBUTEILHO MJIOXHE TJ1a3a, WU THI MIBITAENIECS HAC OTPABUTH?»

ToBops 970, Mens yKa3an Ha KaKyio-TO TapernKy.
Korpa umnepaTop COCpefoTo4YmnsICS Ha 9TOM 0JI0fie, OH pacCcMesics.

— Hy, uHrpemueHTH 3TOT0 6I1107]a AEMCTBUTENIBHO SIOBUTH, HO KOT/Ia UX F'OTOBST HAIIK OIIBITHLIE
oBapa, A4 HeUTpanu3yeTcs U IIpeBpalllaeTcs B IyUYLINW JeIuKaTec Hamed BecenenHoii. Bo BCIkKoM
Clydae, [l UHTPEeIHEeHTOB MOXKET ITOBPEAUTh TOJILKO 0€CCMEPTHLIM YETBEPTOr0 YPOBHS Uiy 6omee
cy1abbIM. »

TonbKo BO gBOpPIIe ObINIM 1MOBapa, KOTOPHE MOTJIM MIPUTOTOBUTH 3TO O/II0MI0, TI03TOMY UMIIEPATOP
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO Mesb MPOCTO Paco3Hal HHIPEOUEHTH U C TION03PEHNEM OTHECCS K €r0
HaMepPeHUSIM.

KoHeuHo, 57l He MOT IPUYMHHUTE Bpefia Memo unu Toderry, HO To Xe caMoe Helb3s BbLI0 CKA3aTh 0
MianieM Opate UMIlepaTopa, I03TOMY UMIIepaTop He YyBCTBOBaJ cebs cTpaHHO, uyTo Memb
YIOMSIHYJ 00 3TOM.

-41 970 3Ha0. OgHAKO 9TO HE IPUTOTOBIEHO HOJIKHEIM 00pa30M, 3TO IIPOCTO KaXKeTCs IPaBUIIBHO
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHHIM. JTO BCE eIlle JOCTAaTOYHO SIMOBUTO, YTOOH YOUTH BaIllero 6paTa, MOXKETe JIU BBl
00BSICHUTE 3TO?»

Xort4 sig ocnaben, ero 6110 6oJ1E€ YEM JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR yOUTH MpocToro beccMepTHOTO.

ViMmepaTop Hayasl BHUMAaTEJIbHO pacCMaTpPUBaTh OJII0M0, TIOTOMY YTO OH HE 04eHb XOPOIIO
pa3bupascs B TaKMUX Belax, TakK KaK HUKOTa PaHbIlle He TOTOBHUIL.

OZHAKO IIOCTIe TINATeTbHOTO U3YUeHUS OH 3aMEeTHII, YTo Mems rosopuT npaspy. Brua mpo6neMa ¢
3TUM OJTI0[IOM, XOTSI OH CYUTAJI, YTO 3TO OBIJIO MIPOCTO TPYAHOE OJII0M0, II0Bap 3aHepPBHUYAII U
ucnoptun ero. OORIYHO, ECITU TAKOE CITy4asioCh, UMIIEPATOP HUYET0 He 3aMevasl U BCe PABHO HE
IPUYHHSIT My Bpefa.

— Ilo3BoHU moOBapy.»

He umerno 3HavyeHus1, 6UIa 1 9TO IPOCTO HEYAayda [10Bapa WX HeT, OH JOJIKeH OBUT II0 KpalHe
Mepe OTpyraTh IoBapa 3a 3TO.



Korpga nmosiBumncs II0BAP, UMIIEPATOP 3aroBOPHII IIpeXKae, 4eM €r0 IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIA APyTrasa
CTOPOHaA.

-Y Tebs ecTh UTO cKa3aTh 00 3TOM Orome?»
YcipimaB 3TH C/T0Ba, KyxXapKa YIIbIOHYach.

-Hy xoneuHo! 910 nyuimee 6110710, KOTOpoe s mpuroroBusa. OH clelraabHO IOATOTOBIEH, YTOOH
YIOOBITETBOPUTH BKYCHI BAIlIMX rOCTeH. $1 MpUTIalIaio Bac BCEX MPUCTYIIUTD K 9TOMY OJTI0My, TIOKa OHO
He OCTHLIO.»

TloBap MOIMHUTHYJ HMIIEPATOPY ¥ IOCTABHII YaCTh OTPABIECHHOTO 6JII0fa IIepel KazKbIM U3 TPYIIIEL
Hens.

Yepe3s ceKyHIy r0I0Ba II0Bapa ymnaja Ha 3eMIIIO.
OH GBI MepTB, HO ero youmu He Hems u He Todel, a caM HMIIEpaTop.

OH TOHS, YTO ITOBAp MPUTOTOBUIT OTPABIIEHHYIO IHUIIY CIIeIMaIbHO, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT MJIAMIIETO
OpaTa uMIepaTopa.

[ToBap cyuTasl, 4TO BCE ITO JIUIIh BUAUMOCTD IJISI TOT0, YTOOH HE3aMeTHO YOUTh MITafIero 6paTa
UMIIepPaTopa, I03TOMY OH CITeIMaJIbHO IIPUTOTOBUII 9TY OTPaBiIeHHYI0 nuily. OH BEepH, 4To
UMIIepaTop yObeT ABYX APYTUX IIOCJIE 9TOTO.

— IlpocTuTe, 1 HUKAK HE 0XKU[AJ, YTO B ABOPIIOBOM IITabe GyaeT Tako# MeloYHbN 4enoBek. Clyru,
ybepute 6eCIopsmoK.»

Tpym u oTpaBNIeHHYIO ey CIIyTH BhIHEC/IM HeMe[JIeHHO, U Yepe3 MUHYTY Bce OBUIO Tak, Kak OyaTo
HUYero He MIPOU30IITIO.

VimmepaTop 3Has, 4To ImoBap OBLI ITPOCTO BBEHEH B 3a01yKOeHKe ero JI0KbI0, HO eMy HY2KHO OBbIJIO
CHavasa yOuThb ero, nHayde, Korga Mesms Havuamn meicTBOBaTh, BECh ABOpeI OB OB Pa3pyIleH, U,
BEPOSITHO, BCS BceneHHas mocienoBaia Obl 3a HUM.

«B cnenymomumui pas... HeT, cnenyroriero pasa He OygeT, Bce ObI IPEKPATUIIOCh, €CIH OBl 9TO
CJIy4YUJIOCH, IIOHATHO?»

Vb ynsTuMaTyM Mens, uMmepaTop GEICTPO KUBHYIL.

OH o4eHb XOpOIIO 3HaJI, 4YTO Y€eJIOBEK, CTOSIIIUI rnnepen HUM, HE OOJIZKEH OGI/I}KaTBCH, HO, IIOX0XKe, 3TO



ChoeJiajin ero I'JIyIIbIe CIIYTH, U OH YXKe OBLT pan, 9710 Hernb IIPOCTHUII €T0 Ha 3TOT pPaas.

-IToka BHI euTe, MoYeMy OBl BaM He paccKa3aTh HaM O BallleM IljlaHe BTOpzKeHHus? [1oxoxke, 3TO
O4YeHb XOPOIIO CIJIAaHUPOBAHO AJISL TOTO, YTO S YCIIbIIIa.»

I/IMnepaTop YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC$I, OyMasi, 94TO, PaCCKa3aB 00 3TOM, OH 3aBOIOET pacCIiojioKeHue Hens.
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-4l pap, 4TO BBl 3aTPOHYJIU 3Ty TEMY, HO MOM IJIaH He TaK YK HeoObIUeH.»

X0oTs1 UMIIepaTop TOPAUIICS CBOMM IIJIaHOM, OH He YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO OBIIO TO, 4TO Benukuit bor
MOT CYUTATh SKCTPAOPAUHAPHEIM, TIOCKOIBKY OH CHJIBHO ITOJIarajcs Ha 60JbIIoe KOJTUYeCTBO
0ecCMepTHBIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS.

-4 cam petry, HeOOBIYHO 9TO UM HET. [ OBOPUTE.»

I/IMHepaTop He OCMEJIMJICA MOJIYaTh II0CJIE IIPHUKA3ad Hens, IIO3TOMY OH HA4aJl TOBOPHUTE.

— Hy, nna# cocTouT B TOM, 4YTOOH! HCII0IH30BaTh Hallle TPeBOCXOACTBO, YTOOH CHadasa U30IMPOBaTh
CUJIBHEUIINX BO BCceneHHOM, a 3aTeM 3aBOeBaTh OCTAJIbHEIX. JTO BIIOJIHE CTAHAAPTHO NIPU
3aBOEBAHUU BCEJIEHHHIX, HO 6€3 )KePTB TPYAHO 000UTHUCH, TO3TOMY MH OyIeM YTOMIISTh UX
Me[IJIEHHO, BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOHI CpaXkKaThCs HEITOCPEOCTBeHHO. 1 00y4u MHOTO 6eCCMEePTHHIX
IEeBSITOTO YPOBHS, UTOOH! OIOJIETh MX HOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CBECTH yiIep0 K MUHUMYMY, €CJIA MbI OymeM
CJIeloBaTh 3TOU cTpaTeruu. KoHeYHO, 3TO HEe 3HAUUT, YTO JIFOAU 3TOM BCEJIEHHOU UMEIOT KaKyl0-TO
0c00yI0 IIeHHOCTb, 5 IIPOCTO OCTOPOXKEH, IMTOCKOJIBKY €CTh TaK¥Ke HECKOJIbKO JPYTHUX BCEJIEHHBIX,
IJITAHUPYIOIIKUX BTOPTHYTHCS B Hee, U yeM 0oJibllle MBI YObeM UJIU 3aXBaTUM, TeM Iyule. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, 9KCIIEPTHI 9TOM BceneHHo# Bce OBOIBHO C/1abbl, HECMOTPS Ha OTYET, KOTOPHIH 5 MOTyYnII
BUYepa, TOBOPS, YTO UX CHJIa HEMHOTO JIy4llle, YeM 5 0XKHUOAJl, €CJIM MBI He IIJIaHUPYeM 3TO XOPOIIIO,
OpyTHe BCeJIeHHbIe MOTYT IIOWMATh UX ITEePBLIMU. »

HpI/I HallaleHWMW Ha BHOBb BO3HECEHHBIE BCEJIEHHEIE, KaK IIPABUJIO, OPYIr'Hie BCEJIEHHBIE Onlu 6omee
OIlaCHEI, 4eM caMa BceneHHasd BTOP2KEHU.

Cy1iecTBOBasO HeMMCcaHOe MPaBUo, YTO Bce OyIeT pa3fieieHo B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO
BcenmeHnHas crocoOCTBOBajia BTOPKEHUIO, ITI03TOMY YOUIMCTBO MIM 3aXBaT CAMBIX CUJIbHBIX 0OBIYHO
OBLIY JTy4IIUM CIIOCOOOM ITOTYyYUTD OOJIBIITYI0 BEITOMY.

Ecnu Gbl BcenenHas momneiTazach HapyIIUTh 3TO MIPABUIIO0, BCe OCTaIbHBEIE, CKOpPee BCero, Hayasnu Obl
BOMHY ITPOTHUB HETO, TaK 4YTO 9TO Obllla CTpaHHas CUTyalus.

I/IMnepaTop OyMaJl HAPYIIUTDL 3TO IIPABUJIO, KOT'Dd HAa4aJl IIJIaHWUPOBATh BTOP2KEHHUE, HO OH PEIInI,
YTO 3TO CJIMIIKOM PHCKOBAHHO, IIO3TOMY OH BMECTO 3TOI'O UI3MEHMUJI €TI0 Ha IJIaH JIOBYIIKK CaMBIX



CUJIBHBIX U YBEJIIMYEHUA CBOEM HOJIH.

Y6uiicTBO CaMBIX CUJIBHBIX MOXKET 3aHSTh HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI, ¥ ITOTEPH MOTYT ObITH OTPOMHBIMH, HO
€CJIA 9TO IIPOCTO JIOBYIIKA [JIT HUX, OH BEPHUJI, YTO C OTPOMHBIMU YHCJIaMU 3TO He OyfeT mpobiieMoii.

Kak TonmpKO caMble CHUJIbHBEIE OyIyT H30JIMPOBAHKI, 9TO OYAET MIPOCTO BOIIPOC BEIHOCIIMBOCTH, KOTOPBIH
HMIIEPATOP BEPHUJI, YTO OH IMOOEOUT, TaK KaK OH MOT BPAI[aTh YIEHOB, BEIAEPIKUBAIOIINX aTaAKH, U
IIPOCTO OTTSATWBAThH KOHEI[ OMTBHI, UT'Pasi B 0€30I1aCHOCTb.

Bosee Toro, OH He BepuU, YTO KaKasi-TO Apyras BCeJIeHHAs MOIBITAeTCS YKPACTh TeX, KOTO OH
3axBaTWJI, YBUJEB €T0 apMHUIO.

VcneimaB nofpo6HOCTH ITaHa, Memb mefiCTBUTENbHO OYyBCTBOBAI, YTO UMIIEPATOP-TPYC.

C Tako¥ cuioi OH MOT OBl IIPOCTO aTaKOBATh HANIPSAMYIO, ¥ 9TO [aJio OBl Iy4Ilre pe3yiabTaThl, HO
uMneparTop OBLI 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIN He JII0OUTT faXKe MaJleHIero pucka.

OmHako, B TO ke BpeMsi, Ve 3Ha, 4TO UMIIEPATOP, AaXKe eCIIK 3TO OBIJIO CITyYaiHBIM COBIAfEHUEM,
uMeJl CTPaTerHio, KOTopas MOTJla HaBpeOuTh ANbpeiHy O0JIbIlle BCETo.

V3-3a npoknsiTusi, youicTBo AnbpeliHa He OBII0 YeM-TO, UTO MOXKHO OBIJIO CHie/iaTh TOJIHKO C
OONBILIMME YKUCIIAMH, TO3TOMY MTOMMATh €0, IoJIarasich Ha OOIbIINE YUCTIA, B TO BpEMS KakK
3aBOEBaHUE OCTAIbHBIX OBIJIO JTYYIIUM CIIOCOO0M, CJTH KTO-TO XOTEJI BTOPTHYThCS.

-4l 3Ha10, 4YTO MOM IIJIaH BEICTABIISIET MEHS TPYyCOM, HO 0e3011acHOCTb MOUX INIOJ4YMHEHHEBIX BaXKHeEe
pe3ynbpTaToB.»

KoneuHO, 3T0 GblJIa OTPOMHAsT J10Kb. IMIiepaTop He 3a60TuiCs 06 ux 61aronoIyYun, OHU ObITH
IIPOCTO XOPOIIUMH WHCTPYMEHTAMH [IJIsT UCIIOJIb30BAHUS.

I/IMr[epaTop IIPOCTO HE XOTEJI CIMIIKOM YMEHbIIATh YUCIIEHHOCTD CBOEN dapMuy, IIOTOMY 4TO Oosiics,
4YTO KTO-TO HaIladeT Ha Hero, €Cjiu 3TO HpOH30fIJIeT.

-4l BUXKY, BH OUeHb OCTOPOXKHEL. Byayun TaKUM OCTOPOXKHEBIM, 5 II0JIaralo, YTO BH y2Ke 3HaeTe, KOTro
BalllK I[eNid OYAyT 3aXBaThBATh U UX MHGOPMAIIUIO, HE TaK JIU?»

PIGJ'IIO OBLI0 TI0O0MBITHO, HACKOIBKO CUIBHEIMU CTaJIU T€, KOTO OH 3HaJl, II0Ka ero He OBIJIO.

OmHaKO OH TaKXKe XOTeJl TPOBEPUTh, CKOJIBKO WH(POPMAIIUU MOTYT MOJTYYUTh T€, KTO MJIaHUPYEeT
BTOpKEHMUE.



I/IMr[epaTop pacCCMedIICd, IIPeXae 9eM 3aroOBOPHUTE.

-Hy koneuHo! Buepa 51 HaKOHEI-TO MMOIYYUIT HHPOPMALIUIO O CAMBIX CUJIbHBIX, U S y2Ke BhIOpasl Hallu
1eid. BBl XOTUTE yCMBIIIaTh, KTO OHU TaKue?»

Bups untepec Uens K 3Toit TeMe, MiMriepaTop Havas mpeacTaBsaTh cebe, Kak ObI0 OBl 3OPOBO,
eciu Ob1 Mlenb mogepakaj ero BO BpeMsi BTOp2KeHus1. TONBKO C ero MPUCYTCTBUEM OCTaJIbHbIE
BCEJIEHHEIE He CMOTYT HeHCTBOBAThH IIPOTUB HETO.

«I'oBOPHUTE.»

PIG‘J'IB OBLT HEBBIPA3UTEJIEH, KakK GYILTO €ro HEe HHTEepeCOBalla 3Ta TéMa, HO OH PEIInJI IIOCIYyUIaTh €€
OJIsA pa3BJIEYEeHU .

-Hamia nepBas uenb-Briajeser 3Toi BcelleHHOU, AnperiH. OH caMbIi CUJIBHEIY B 9TOU BCEJIEHHOU,
II09TOMY €ero ITOMMKa JacT HaM Jiyulrie Harpagsl. OmHaKO MBI He MOXKeM YOUTh eTo 10 TOT0, KaK
IIOJeIUMCSI pecypcaMu BcelleHHOM € OCTalIbHBEIMU, TaK YTO 9TO JOBOJIBHO CJIOXKHas 1efb. [lo0BUHA
apMmuu OygeT TaM, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH €T0.»

Ecnu o yoreT AnpeiiHa, To eMy OyoeT HeTPYOHO MOIYYUTh BCe AJist cebsi, HO 9TO BBI3OBET THEB
OPYTHUX BCEJIEHHBIX, TaK KaK OH HE CMOXKET IOJeJIUThCS 9TUM II03XKeE.

9TO0 OBIJIO XOPOIIIO K3BECTHO BCEM TeM, KTO XOTeJI BTOPTHYTHCS BO BCeleHHYI0, II03TOMY C
BIIafieIbIlaM¥ BceneHHO# Bcerga OblIo TPYHEE BCET0 UMETh JIeI0, TaK KakK MX HeNb3s ObLI0 yOUTh
HeOPexKHO.

-KoHeuHo, MEI OyIeM HalleluBaTLCS He TOJIBKO Ha Hero. YIUBUTENbHO, YTO ¥ BceneHHO# ecTh Ipyrue
GeccMepTHEBIE IEBSITOTO YPOBHS ITOCIIe BOCXOKIEHUS, TIO3TOMY MBI PEILINIA HAlleJTUThCS Ha
HEKOTOPHIX U3 HUX, IOCKOJIBKY OHM BCe ellle HaMHOTo cinabee, yeM ANbpeiH, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
HaXOMISITCS Ha TOM XKe YPOBHE.»

Borneiie Bcero HMIIEPATOPa YAUBHUIIO KOJINYECTBO 6eCCMepTHBIX OEBATOIO YPOBHA.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ITOCJIe TOT'0, KaK OH TOJIbKO YTO IMOTHSIICS, OBIJI0O CTPAHHO, YTO OBIIO OOJIBIIIE OBYX
06ecCMepTHHIX IEBSITOTO YPOBHS, HO OH 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO UX OBIJI0 HECKOJIBKO.

KoneuHO, ux Bce elrle GbIJIO CIUIIKOM MajIo 110 CPaBHEHHUIO C €T0 apMHeﬁ.

TIpr4uHO# TOMy GELTa SHEPTrHs, KOTOpylo HMems othan BeenernHoit AnpeiiHa, YTO IO3BOIMIO UM
OJTy4YuTh G0MbIlle 3HEPTUHU OT Bo3HeceHu4.

— BToporo 30ByT AcTen, ¥ B HalllUX OTYETaX OH 3HAYUTCSA BTOPHIM 10 CTapPIIMHCTBY BO BCceeHHOu.



Bornee Toro, moxoxe, 4TO B €T0 CEMbE €CTh €Ille HECKOJIbKO 6EeCCMEPTHHIX NEBSITOTO YPOBHS, TaK YTO
OHU TaKXKe ABJIATCA HalIUMHU LeasaMu. Mx 30ByT I'pask, Kanau, JIuHa u AHXK.»

Crporo roBops, JInHa He cocTosna B pofcTBe ¢ KaHau 1 ['p3HKOM, TIOCKOJIbKY OHHU OBLIIM MaTephio U
nenymkoi Mens, Ho nHpopManus IpocTo oMelliaia uX BCeX B OOHY CEMBIO, II09TOMY OHa He Oblia
CIUIIKOM TIOTPOOHOM.

-Tam ToxKe ecTh OecCMepTHBIE BOCKMOT0 YPOBHS, HO MHE Ha HUX HarieBaTh. Hy, KpoMe TOM, KOTOPYIO
30BYT AliBali, 51 X04y ee IoiMaTh. Y Hee, KaXKeTCs, eCTh IOTEHIIAal CTaTh XOPOIINM OMalllHAM
JKUBOTHBIM, 5T OyMalo, BEl MEHS TIOHUMaeTe. Y MeHs eCTh peTuilr ¢ co0aKOmogoOHBIMY YIIIaCTHIMU
JKEHIITMHAMM, HO 5 OBIJT CJIUIITKOM 3BEPUHBIM U ITOTACUJI UX BCEX, UTPast C HUMH, II09TOMY 5 X0Uy
TIOJTYYUTh ellle HeCKOJIBbKO... ECIIM 3T0 BO3MOXKHO, TO JIy4llle, €CJIM OHU OOCTATOYHO CHUJIbHEI, YTOOHI HE
CJIOMAThCS TI0CJIe UTPH C HEW OUH pa3.»

HmnepaTop 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 11060 becCMepTHHIM HUXKE BOCBMOTO YPOBHS HE BBIOEPKHUT
[IOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI YIOBIETBOPUTE €0, I0O3TOMY OH OB 0COOEHHO 3auHTepecoBaH B AiiBall. Ha
CaMoM [iefie, B IOJIy4eHHON UM MHGOpPMalUy He YIIOMUHAJIOCh, YTO AHXK MOXKET NIPUHATH 3Ty (GopMYy,
MHaye OH TOXe 3auHTepecoBascs OHl elo.

Hemio X0TeI0Cch TYT Ke HalacTh Ha UMIepaTopa, HO 3TO 03Havaso Okl, YTO BCsS BceneHHas
o0epHeTCs IIPOTHUB HEro, a OH He OBIJT JOCTAaTOYHO CHUJIEH, YTOOH BEIHECTH 3TO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, BO
YTO BEPHUJI UMIIEPATOP.

Y6uThb TONBKO UMIIEpaTopa ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHO, HO OCTAJIbHEIE COMOYT C yMa U HalaAyT Ha HETO T03XKe,
TakK 4TO Mesb 3Has, YTO OH He MOXKET OBITh 6€3PaCCyIHBIM.

Hens cymen cepKaTh CBOM 3MOLuH, HOo Todely 3To He yanoch HU Ha CEeKyHAY.
-A 4TO CIIyYHMIIOCH C TBOUM APYTOM?»

VimmepaTop He 3HaJ, moueMy Todell pacKphlsl CBoe HaMepeHue youTth ero. OH He 6oscs Todera,
HO ecnu Toder nmompocut Memnb neicTBOBaTh, UMIIEpaTOp He OyHeT 3HaTh, YTO [eJiaTh.

«Huyero. [IpocTo Tak MOMYy4YUIIOCH, UTO ¥ BAC 000UX €CTh ONUH U TOT XKe (ETHUI, U OH CEPAUTCS,
TIOTOMY 4TO BBl ITOTACHUJIX UX B 3TOM BCejleHHOU. OH KMCKaJl er0 MHOTO pa3 C TeX I0pP, KakK MBI
noGpanuck Clofia, HO TaK U He CMOT HaUTH.»

Jloxb fa7mb Gbly1a HACTONMBKO YOEOUTENbHOM, yTO Jaxe Todelr Hayal COMHEBAThCS, JEUCTBUTENIBHO
71 y Hero OBUT TaKOM (QeTulll, moCKOJIbKY B 3TOT MOMEHT B €ro rojioBe nosiBuiics Knep.

— O, Tax BOT B 4eM feso. S BUXKy, 4TO Balll [PYT-4eJIoBeK KyIbTYpHEIH. S MOTy mogapuTh el mo0yio
JKEHIUHY, KaKyI0 OH IT0XKeJlaeT, U3 TeX, KOTO Mbl 3aXBaTHUM, UTOOH U3BUHUTLCS. I XoTen AiiBas mJis
cebs1, HO eCNIU OH 3TOT0 XOYET, s TOTOB IOHECTH IIOTEPIO.»



OcTaBuB B CTOpPOHE CBOM M3BPAlll€eHHBIE€ MBICJIH, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YIrOXKOATh OPYI'Y Hens 6v1110
BaxkHee, ¥ 9TO MOTEHIIMAILHO MOTJIO ITOCTaBUThE Mens Ha ero CTOPOHY.

KoHeuHo, ecnu O OH 3HaJ, 4To AifBaii-cTapias cectpa HMens, oH 6L He OCMENHUIICS TaK TOBOPHUTS.
-He cTouT, OH IpeAmnoYnTaeT MOJIOIBIX. »

Todem yrapun Hens KymakoM B 60K, KOTTa YCIIBIIAT 3TH CI0Ba, IOTOMY YTO 3aMETHII, 4TO CJIOB
Wenst OBIO OCTATOYHO, YTOOHI IPUBECTH €TI0 B 3aMEIIaTENTbCTBO, TOCKOIBKY OH BCE ellle 3a/laBajiCs
BOIIPOCOM O CBOMX OTHOILIEHUSX C Kiep.

-O, Torma s MpoCTO ilaM eMY TO, YTO OH 06uT. KoHeuHo, eciii BaM HPABSITCS OEBYIIKHU, TPOCTO
IIOIIPOCUTE X, S IIOfAPI0 BaM CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO BHI 3aXOTUTE.»

Hemo He HPaBUIIOCH, KaK MMIIEPaTOp ofpamaeTcs ¢ HeByIIKaMy, HO OH 0CTaBajICs HEBO3MYTHUMbIM.
-MeHsT HHTEPEeCYeT TOJIbKO MOSI XKeHa.»

YcreiaB 9T0, UMIEPATOP PACCMESITICS.

-KOHG‘-IHO, TaKOH YEeJIOBEK, KaK ThI, HE UHTEPECYETCA CHyT-IaI;IHBIMI/I KEeHIIMHaMHU. »

Hens X0T0HO YIBLIOHYIICS eMy.

-f umelo B BUOY, 4TO MO4A 2K€Ha B 3TOM CIIHCKE. JImHa — MO4 KeHa, AHK-MOS O04Yb, a OCTaJIbHBIEe-MOA
CEMBbI.»
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YcnbliaB 3TH €10Ba, UMIIepaTop noTepsn fap peuu. OH ObUT He B COCTOSHUYU 00paboTaTh 3Ty
nH(MOPMALHUIO.

YuuTsiBas, CKOJIBKO CyLIeCTBYeT BCEIEeHHHIX, OBIIO HEBEPOSITHO, UTO OH IIPOCTO BEIOpas BceneHHyO y
KOT0-TO, Koro 6osiyack faxe Accounanus KOHTpabaHOUCTOB.

Bonee toro, 65110 eime 60ee HEBEPOSITHO, YTO IO, KOTOPHIX OH PEIITUI I0MMaTh, OB CeMbel
9TOTO 4YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOTO OH He MOT 00H[EeTh.

-TsI B 9TO He Bepulllb? KcTaTu, AliBaii — MOS CTaplilas CecTpa.»



Venb HeMeJIeHHO IIPHUHSIT CBOIO MOTYKUBOTHYIO (GOPMY.

VBunes npeobpaxenue Hess, uMIepaTop, HaKOHEIl, 3aMeTHJI, 4To Kenb He IIyTHUJI, TaK YTO BCe OBIIO
IIPaBIOH.

Bonee TOro, HECKONBKO MUHYT Ha3al OH TOBOpus 00 A¥iBai Tak, 4TO OB YBEPEH, YTO 3TO CUJIBHO
paso3nuno Hens.

— ... A 5 u He 3Han! Ecnu Obl 9 3Han 00 9TOM, 51 ObI HUKOT[@ He [IONBITAJICS BTOPTHYTHCS B 3TY
BCeJIeHHYIO UJIY IPUYUHUTE Bpe] Balllel ceMbe. fl ellle Hu4Yero He chenasl, 10Xalayucra, IPOCTUTE
MeHs!»

HMIepaTop 0TGPOCHI MEICTIb O CPakeHHuH ¢ HeneM 1 HeMe[JIeHHO IPeKIIOHUI KOTIeHH.

Bosee Toro, OH CKa3as MpaBAy. YYUTHIBASK €ro TUYHOCT, OH HUKOTIa ObI HE OCMEJIUIICS
CIIPOBOILIMPOBATH KOTO-TO, KOTO OH He MOT yOUTb, TI03TOMY OH He cTasl OBl HalleTMBaThCs Ha
BCeJIeHHYI0 e, ecu 65l 3HaJI, YTO OHM OBUIM CBS3aHEI C KEM-TO, KOT0 60sIach axe ACCOIMAIIS
KOHTPa0aHIMCTOB.

Ha camomMm mene maxe Accorpanysi KOHTpaOaHIKUCTOB HEe 3HajIa, YTO Uenb MIPUHAAIEXKUT K 3TOU
BCEJIEHHOMU.

Ecnu Obl OHE 3HAJH, TO IPOHaIK OBl 3Ty HHGOPMALNI0 KAKUM-HHOYIb BEJTHKUM 00TaM, KOTOPHIE C
PamoCThI0 YHUUTOXKUIK OBl BCE BCEJIEHHEIE, TIAaHUPYIOIINE BTOPTHYTHCS BO BeemeHHy0 AnpeliHa,
yTOORI 3aBOEBAThH PaCIIONIoKeHKe HMens.

-Hy u 4TO, ecnu TH He 3Han? Ecnu TH ClydaiHO yOBEIb MO0 CEeMb0, HEYKed Thl JyMaellb, YTo 5
mpoIry Tebsi, IOTOMY 4TO THI IPOCTO He 3Han? OJHAKO, 9TO IIpaBa, YTO TH eIlle He CHelall 9TOTO,
TI09TOMY 51 IPOCTO HAKaXYy TeOs1, HO ThI HE YMPEIb CeTOTHS.»

VimmepaTop B3m0xHYJ ¢ o0nerdernueM. OH 60sJICs HaKa3aHUs, HO [I0 TEX 10D, II0Ka OH He OB yOUT u
HUKOTTIa He 0OCMeJIMBAJICS HalafgaTh Ha ceMbio Mens, OH BEpUII, YTO Y HETO BCE €Ille €CTh LIaHCHI
OCYIIIECTBUTh CBOH ITIJIAHBI C KAKOW-TO OPYTOi BCEJIEHHOM.

KoneuHo, Mens maHUpoBa cefaTh HEUTO TOPA3Z0 XyAllee, YeM YOUiCTBO HMIIepaTopa.

910 Oblna Oe3ymMHas umes, HO OH BEPHUJI, YTO Jaxe ecjIu OHa He cpaboTaeT, 9To He OymeT UMeTh
3HaueHus. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, eMy OBIJIO BCE PABHO, YTO IIPOU30MMAET C 3TOM BCEJIEHHOM, II03TOMY OH He
0eCITIOKOMJICS 0 BO3MOXKHBIX IIOCIENCTBUSX CBOETO IIJIaHa.

-4 npumy nro6oe Haka3aHUE.»



WmMmepaTop xoTeln mo6aBUTh: [0 TEX IOp, II0Ka 9TO He yOreT MeHs. OMHAKO y HEero He XBATUIIO [AYXY
CKas3arth 3TO.

— TBos BoJist He UMeeT 3HayeHus. 5 xouy Haka3ath Tebs, u TH Oynernb Haka3aH. T maxke He
MOZKEIllb yMepeTh 663 MOeTo pa3pelleHus], TaK YTO He MbITaics n30exkaTh HaKa3aHUsI, COBEPIIUB
camMoyOuiCcTBO.»

VimmepaTop OBIT HAMyraH OO CMEPTH, AyMasi O HaKa3aHUHU, HO OH PELIUs TepIeTh He3aBUCHUMO OT
TOT0, KaKOoe XKeCTOKOe HaKa3aHue Menb MmIaHupoBaj eMy HaBsi3aTh.

Kax pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia Mesb coGHpaiIcs 3aroBOPUTD, B TOJIOBY CTapPUKa BOH3HUIIOCH KOIIbE,
KOTOpOe, Ka3aJIoCk, IIOTPSICIIO BCeX, KpoMme Hes.

I/IMnepaTop yBUOei MoOg4YnHeHHOoro, KOTOpBIfI 9TO COeJlall, ¥ PEIInJI, YTO €CJIhn €My YOACTCs BhIZKUTE,
TO OH Y6BGT €ro, HO OH OyMaJl, 9TO II0CJie 3TOI'0O HUKTO HE BBI2KUBET.

OH He TOHMMaTI, ImoyeMy ero nmog4YrnHeHHEIe OBLITH TaK TJIyIIBI, HO IIPaBOa 3aKIII04aJIaCh B TOM, YTO 3TO
OblyTa BUHA HMIIEpPATOpa 3a TO, YTO OH 3aCTaBHUJI UX IIOBEPHUTH, YTO UMIIEPATOP HGHOGGJII/IM.

MIMIepaTop 0XHAasl, 9To Mesb paccepauTCs, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 MeJb IIPOCTO YIIBIOHYIICS, ¥ MEPTBHI
CTapHUK PSIOM C HEM BOCKpPecC, Kak Oy[ITO ero HUKOI{a He MIPOH3a/Il KOIIbeM.

WukapHalwms Menst oTciexuBasa BCEX MIOIel B 9TOM palioHe, T03TOMy Mesb mocTaBuI abCOMIOTHYIO
3aIIUTY [0 TOTO, KaK MMPOU30III0 HallafleHrue, Tak YTo BCce OBLIO CBEJIEHO HA HET.

AGcomoTHas 3anuTa OblIa BCETO JUITh 6a30BEIM TPUMEHEHNEM KOHTPOJISI BDEMEHH, HaBLIKOM,
paspaboTaHHEIM MemeM 3afoiro g0 MepeBoIIONeHNs, HO [JIsI TOT0, KTO HUYero He 3HaJI 0 KOHTPOJIe
BPEMEHH, 3TO Ka3aJI0Ch YyOOM.

-He Gecmokoiicsi, 3mech HUKTO HE MOXKeT yMepeTh 6e3 Moero pa3pelieHusi. Pa3se s He cKa3ajl ITo
MUHYTYy Ha3apg?»

Wens 3Ha, 4TO €ro cI0Ba CHIILHO IOBIUSIOT Ha 00pa3 MbICTIeil UMIIepaTopa. 3aCTaBUTh HMIIEpaTopa
II0YYBCTBOBATH a0COIIOTHOE OTUAsTHUE Iepe BIacThio e OblI0 BaXKHeHIIeH YacThio IIaHa.

B To ke BpeMsi MeJIb IpeBpaTH/I HalafaBIIero B IEASHYI0 CTaTy0. OnuH 6eCCMEPTHBIH HEBITOTO
VPOBHS He MOT OCTAQHOBUTH cuity Hensi. Eciu Gl He OrpOMHOE KOJIMYeCTBO 6eCCMEepTHEIX [eBSITOTO
VPOBHS B 3TO} BCETIEHHOI, [emo He HYXKHO 6bUI0 OB TAK MHOTO IUIAHKPOBATH, YTOOH YHUYITOXKHUTD
BCEX CBOUX BParoB TaM.

WmnepaTop mo-HaCTOSIIIEMY UCIYTaJICs, YBUEB, Kak Memb BOCKpeIIaeT MEPTBOIO YeJIoBEKA. ITO
HaMHOT'0 IIPDeBOCXOOWUIIO 3HAHUS UMIlepaTopa o forax.



ITO KOIlbe fJaxe YHUYTOXKUJIO OYITY CTAaPHKaA, TaK YTO OaXKe O6oru He CMOTJIK OB BOCKPECHYTH UK
IIepeBOIIJIIOTUTLCS, HO Hens coenan 3To, u I/IMnepaTop Ha4aJl IOHUMATh, II0YEMY OaxXKe Benuguii bor
XOT€JI 3aBOeBaTh 6JIarOCKIIOHHOCTh Mers.

— TBI MOXKelIb BOCKpP€IIaTk MEPTBHIX...»
HMmepaTop 6ecco3HaTensHo Ipo6OPMOTaIl YTO-TO, YTO 3aCTABUIIO Mens yCMexXHYThCH.

-KOHEYHO, 3TO IOBOJIBHO JIETKO, €CITH OHU YMPYT Y MEHS Ha raa3aX. [IJIs TeX, KTO yMep JaBHBIM-
IAaBHO, 3TO HEMHOTI'O CJI0XKHEe, HO He HeBO3MOXKHO. BO BCeX BCEeJIEHHEBIX eCTh TOILKO [Ba YeJI0BEeKa,
CIIOCOOHEIX Ha 3TO.»

Wens nras, IOTOMY 4TO He MOT BOCKPECHTh oflel CBoeil CHIoi, Ho eMy GBITIO BCe PaBHO, TOTOMY 4TO
OH IIPOCTO IIyTaj UMIIepaTopa U He COOMPAJICS MBITaThCS BOCKPECUTH KOTO-TO MEepef] HUM.

Crapuk, KOTOPHIY yMep BHYTPU aOCOTIOTHOM 3aIUTHl, YTOOEl BEPHYTHCS HEBPEOUMEBIM, TaKXKe ObII
IIOTPSICEH TEM, YTO C HUM CJTy4MJIOCh, HO OH PEIIUJ OCTAaThCS B MOJTYQHUH.

-Ha camowm pene, ecth HeOOJIbIIOE UCKTIOYEHKE B 3TOM MECTe, KOTOPOe HeflaeT ero elre IPoIe, B
XOTHUTE 9TO YCIIBIIIATh? YCIIbIIIAB 9TO, BHI HAYHETE CBOe HaKalaHue. Yero Tl O0UIIbCsT OOTIbIe BCET0?
CmMmepTh? YTOOH CTEPIIU TBOE CyllecTBOBaHKe? IToTepsiTh BCeX BaxKHEIX [y TeOs miomen? Her,
00JIbIIIe BCETO BBl OOMTECH, YTO BCE, YETr0 BhI [IOCTUTJIM, HCUE3JIO B OJJHO MT'HOBEHHUE. »

Haxe ecnmu O6bI OH yMep UK OB CTEPT, UMIIEPATOP BEPUJI, UTO TO, YTO OH cHejiaj, ObIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO
BaxXKHO, YTOOHI 10 KpaifHe! Mepe BCe MIOMHUIIH, YTO HEKOTOPLIE CHeNIany 3TO.

— Bce xuBEle CylecTBa 3TOU BCEJIEHHOU, CIIyILIalTe MOU ClloBa!»
Tonoc Mens 3By4an B rol0Bax BCEX XUBEIX CYIECTB BCEIeHHOI.

— OTa BCceJIeHHas He CYIEeCTBYET, OHA HUKOTa He CYLIeCTBOBaIa. 9TO IPOCTO CKa304YHas CTPaHa,
OCHOBaHHas Ha peayibHOM BceneHHOM! Cka30yHas CTpaHa, CO3[aHHast, YTOOH IT0Ka3aTh OyayIee,
KOTOpPOTO HUKOTHA He Ovu10. f mpuiesn u3BHe, YTOOH pa30yguThL YeIoBeKa, KOTOPOMY CHUTCS 9TOT
KommMap. Takum o6pa3oM, 3Ta BcenmeHHas mepecTaHeT CyIleCTBOBATh.»

JIuto HMIIEPATOPa U3MEHHUJIOCH, KOI'ma OH YCJIBIIIAJI 3TO.

-Twl crymian ero, ¢banblUIuBLii uMIepaTop. Kak Tel gyMaels, IIoYeMy s BCe BOCIIPUHUMAIO0 TaK
CIIOKOMHO? OTa BCeJieHHAs He CYIIeCTBYeT. ITO HUKOTa He OBIJIO yIpo30i g Moel ceMbu. A He
yOBIo Te0sI CETOfHS, IOTOMY YTO Thl JaBHO yMep. TBOM I1aH yOUTh OTIIa ¥ 3aHSATH €70 MECTO
IIPOBAJIUIICS, ¥ BMECTO 3TOT0 TH yMep. TaKoBa peasibHasi HCTOPUS 9TOM BCEIEHHOM. »



Teno HMIIEpAaTOpPa Ha4aJlo uCYe3aTh, II0Ka Hernb TOBOPHUIJI, HO 3TO OBlna BCETO JIUIIh UJITIO3KS,
KOTOpPYIO Hernw co3masar, IIOTOMY 4YTO BC€, 4YTO OH I'OBOPHUII, )30 IIpoCTO OO0JIBIIION TOKBIO.

[[To3mpaBrnsiio ¢ MoMyYeHneM: JT0Kb 60xKecTBa. ]

He3HnauuTenbHas 10Xb 003kecTBa Menst Oblyia MOBHIIIEHa TEM, KaK eMy YAaloch 00MaHyTh LIETyi0
BCEJIEHHYIO, YTOOBI JyMaTh, YTO OHM Ha CaMOM feJjie He CYIIeCTBYIOT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MITTIO3HUS
Hens TakxKe 0XBAThIBAJa BCIO BCeeHHYI0, ¥ BCE YYBCTBOBAJIH, YTO OHM MEHCTBUTENIFHO HCYE3al0T.

[[To3mpaBsiio C MONyYeHUeM: W03 00KECTBEHHOCTH. |

BoxkecTBo Marnoi umnio3uu 66110 00HOBIEHO I10CTIe HECKOJIBKUX CEeKYH CO3NaHUs UITI03UH,
KOTOpas OXBaThkIBajla BCI0 BceneHHYIO.

XoTst 9T0 OblyTa UTIO3UST, FIMIIepaTop HUKOTMAa He JyMas O TaKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, TIOTOMY YTO OH
npoOynun HeGecHoe 3HaHUE, TO3TOMY OH OBbLJT HEBOCIIPUMMYUB K UJLITIO3USIM.

OmHaKO MCTHHA 3aKII0Yaiach B TOM, 9YTO TOJIBKO TPUMEHUTENHO K UIITIO3USM, HU3IIAs UILTIO3HUS
60kecTBa U BHICIIAS JEHCTBOBAJIU I10-PA3HOMY.

HeB0o3M0xkKHO OBIJIO CTATh BTOPOCTENIeHHEIM boroM, He mpo6yauB cHavyana HeOecHoe 3HaHue,
TI09TOMY HUKTO HE [OKeH OB BIIaflaTh B UJUIFO3UM, KOTOPHIE CHelany Obl ITTI03HIO
002KeCTBEeHHOCTH 0eCI0Ie3HOM O HUX.

OnHako peasibHOCTh OKa3anach MHOU. BTopocTeneHHOMY UIITI030PHOMY 00KECTBY MOTJIO
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH TOJIHKO OPYrO€ BTOPOCTEIIEHHOE UIUTI030PHOEe 00KeCTBO UK 0oJiee CUIIbHOE, U TO XKe
caMoe OTHOCHJIOCH K CJIEYIOIIUM YPOBHSIM.

OOBIYHBIE UJITIO3UYU IIPOCTO BBOAUIIM YeJI0BEeKa, IOJIYyYUBIIETr0 UX, B TPAHC, SKCIIEPUMEHTHUPYS C
(halbIIMBLEIMY BelllaMH, HO UJITIO3UWH, BEI3BAaHHBEIE Masoi uto3uei 00:KeCTBa, 3aCTaBIISIIN UITTIO3UHI
MIOSIBJISITHCS B PealbHOM MUPE, XOTSI OHU BCe elrle OBIIIH MPOCTO UIITI03UEH.

OnHako uUTI030pHOE 602KECTBO MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh UJUTIO3UH BO3[ECTBOBATh HA UX OKPYXKeHUe Tak,
KaK ecu OBl OHU OBUIM peayibHBIMU, U TO, YTO IIPOUCXOAUIIO BHYTPU UJIIIO3UH, MOTJIO UMETh
HEKOTOpOe BIHUSIHNE Ha PeanbHOCTh. YTO Xe KacaeTcs Benukoro uimo30pHoro 60xkecTsa, TO OHO
MOXKeT faxe co3maTh (HaiblInByI0 peaJbHOCTh, B KOTOPOM BCe IMpoucxopsilee OymeT oTpaxkaThCs B
peanbHOCTH.

Ecnu 0wl itan Mens OBl BEIIOJIHEH KEeM-TO C Bennkoi 00XeCTBEeHHOCTDIO JIXKY U Benukoi
002KeCTBEHHOCTBIO UIIJTIO3UH, BO3MOXKHO, BCe BO BcelleHHOM MpocTo cTepnau Ovl ce0si, TOBEPUB, YTO
OHM He CYLIECTBYIOT.

OnHAKO 3TO HE BXOMMIIO B IUIAaHK Mesisi, ¥ OH HUYero He 3HaI 00 3TOM METOfe.



CTapI/IK TOXKE OB IIOTPSACEH CII0OBAMM Wens, HO OH He BUMEN, KaK ero TejI0 UCYe3Jyio, KaK U
OCTaJIbHEBIE JII0OHU.

Henb u Todeln Tpuilayd U3BHE, TaK YTO 3TO OBIJI0O HOPMAJIbHO, HO OH He ITOHMMAJI, T0YeMy 3TO OBIIO
TO K€ caMoe.

— Ilopa npoceimaTsCs.»

Henb KocHyICs 0a cTapyka U CKOIIMPOBAJI €0 BOCIIOMUHAHUS, TaK KakK IJIaHUPOBaJl UCII0JIb30BaTh
UX, YTOOBI IPEBPATUTH B KOLIMAp, KOTOPHIM CIIYKUJI XpaMy 3TOTO CTapuKa 1 He laBajl eMy COUTHU C
HEBEPHOTO Iy TH.

Hens 3aKpHIN I1a3a, IPesKie YeM ero co3HaHKe Iepecekyo IPOCTPAHCTBO-BpeMs, U CHCTEMa
OIIOBECTHIIA €TO.

[[To3mpaBnsio ¢ nonyderueM: Minor Time Divinity. ]
I'maBa 579

B pocko1rHoit KoMHATe MOJIOON YeJIOBEK I'OTOBUJICS K BaXKHOMY MCIIBITAHUIO, KOTOPOE ITO3BOJIUT EMY
CTaTh IPEEMHUKOM HMIIepaTopa.

OH TonbKO 4TO 06pes 6GeccMepTre, HO OBLI BIIOJIHE YBEPEH B TOM, UTO NMPOUET UCIIHITAHUE.

— Cxkopo! CKopo g HaKOHEI-TO OIIpaBHaio HageXKIbl, KOTOPHIE BO3IaraeT Ha MeHs MOu oTell. MHe
ropa unTu!»

Mornopoii 4enoBek yKe cobupasics BEIUTH U3 KOMHATHL, KOT[la 3aMEeTHJI, UTO IIPSIMO Iiepef ABEPHIO
TIOSIBUJICS TIOJIYIIPO3PayHbIil YeJI0BEK, He laBasi eMy YHUTH.

Mornogou 4enoBeK He OB YBEPEH, CMOXKET JIM OH IIPOCTO HpOﬂTH qyepes 3TOro 9ejloBeKa, HO
WHTYHUIIUA IIOOCKA3bIBaJla €EMy OCTaBaThCA Ha MECTe.

TTonmympo3payuHELIi YyenoBeK GBI Co3HaHHeM Hens, MaTepranin30BaBIIKMCS B IPOIILIYIO 3MOXY, a
MOJIOZIOM YeNoBeK OBLI IPOIINIBIM » 5T » CTapHKa, KOTOPLIKA ObLI OpaToM MMIIEpaTopa.

Hens Bce eme 65T HEMHOTO IIOKKPOBAH TEM, UTO IIOCLUTKA €70 CO3HAHMUS B IIPOIIIOE
CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJIa MMPOPHIB Ha BTOPOCTENIEHHOM BoXKecTBe BpeMeHHU, HO 3TO TOJILKO 06JIETYUIIO TO, YTO
OH MaTepHaIn30Bascs, Oyoydu IPOCTO er0 CO3HAHUEM.

Ha camoM fiefie, 0qHOTO0 TOro dbakTa, YTo Mesb MosBUICS TaM, GBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOGH



CIIPDOBOIIMPOBATHE OTPOMHBIE HU3MEHEHU A B TOM 3110X€e, TaK 4YTO Oaxe He [Jejlasd HU4ero gpyroro, Hens
YZXKe YHUYTOXKUII HaCTOoAIlllee, KOTOPEIM OH OBLIT MTHOBEHHE Ha3ap.

OpHako OH XOTeJl JOBECTH Hefio 10 HYKHOW eMy TOUKHU; OH He ObIJT OBl CYacT/INUB, eciu Obl Bce
3aKOHYHUJIOCH He TaK, KaK OH IJIaHUPOBaJI.

Bonbiioe u3MeHeHue B UCTOPUU BceseHHOM OBIIIO OCTIEIHUM YCIIOBUEM [JIS IOIyYeHUs Malon
BPEeMEHHOU 00KeCTBEHHOCTH.

Mess MHOT'O BO3HIICSI CO BpeMeHeM, HO He CfeNal HUKaKUX BaXKHEIX U3MeHeHHH B IpourioM. Ero
BpeMeHHbIe CKaYKH, KOTrla OH UMeJI iesio co CBSIIeHHOW UMIIEPHeH, e[Ba JIU CYUTAINCh, TIO9TOMY
€My YOaJIoCh COXPAHUTh YPOBEHD JIOKHOTO 60ra, HO 3TOr0 ObIJI0 HEAOCTATOYHO, YTOOH HAIIPSIMYIO
nocTu4yb Marsoi 60KeCTBEHHOCTH BPEMEHH.

YuuTeIBas, 4TO y HEro yxe OBII0 JT02KHOEe 002KeCTBO BpeMeHH, C O0IbIIUM KOTHYeCTBOM He6OIbIINX
M3MEHEHUH, TaKXKe MOXKHO OBIIIO HOCTUYh €r0, HO CKOPOCTh Obly1a OBl Ype3BEIYAMHO MeIJIeHHOM.

Ha camoMm [iernie, KTO-TO C JIO3KHOU 003KeCTBEHHOCTHIO BpeMeHU Oblsl OBl UCKYIIEH CheNiaTh O0bIlne
M3MeHeHUs B mpoiioM. C Tako¥ OOJBIION CHAJION 3TO OBIJIO CIIUIIIKOM CJIOKHO, YTOOBI KTO-TO, KTO
TPEHUPOBAJICS 10 3TOTO YPOBHS, HE XOTEN 3KCIIEPUMEHTUPOBATh C HUM [0 NIpefena.

Ilo cpaBHeHHIO ¢ AnTep Hesb, ATIpeitH 1 TAMHCTBEHHBIM 3KCIIePTOM, e He BHEC GOJIBIINX
M3MeHEeHUH B IIPOIIIIOE.

TauHCTBEHHBIN 9KCIEPT cAesai 9T0, Oyaydu CIUIIKOM c1ab [t MeTofa, KOTOPHIM OH MCIIONIb30BAal,
TaK YTO 9TO 3aKOHUUJIOCH HEyHadeH.

Antep Vens mpeKpacHO IIOHAMAJ, YTO €CIIH OH IPOCTO OTIPABUT CBOE CO3HAHKE B IPOINIOE U
U3MEHHT ero, To NoObeTCs ycrexa, HO OH 3HaJ, 4To Oyaylee, KOTOPOTO OH XOTesl, He OymeT
IOCTUTHYTO TAKKM 06pa30M, II03TOMY OH CO3HATEILHO KCII0Ib30Bal BOSMOXKHOCTh ITyTEHIeCTBOBATh
(bHu3UYeCKH, YTO B KOHEYHOM HTOTe CIIPOBOIMPOBAIIO €T0 HCYE3HOBEHHE.

To, Kak AJIpeiiH cIlac CBOIO BCeJIeHHY10, 61arofapsi BO3BPALIEHHUIO B IIPOIIJIOE, YKe MPOSICHUIIO 9TO
yCIIOBHE 7T HETO, HO eMy BCe ellle He XBaTaJIo HECKOIbKUX TpeOoBaHUM [ MOCTHUXKEeHUS Manoun
002KeCTBEHHOCTH BPEMEHH.

OmHako 9T0 60JIbIIIOE U3MEHEeHHUe OBITI0 TTITAaBHBIM IPEMSITCTBUEM [JIST BCEX, II03TOMY TOT (aKT, YTO OH
yZKe OYMCTHJI ero, 3acTaBuil Benukoro bora Kpoxa fymaTh, 4T0 y AnpeiiHa 651710 60JIbIIIEe BCETO
IIAHCOB HA yCIIEX.

BueBpemeHHas rpaHuiia BcenenHoii AnpeiiHa Takxke o0jerdajia BHeBpeMeHHOMY BracTenuny
BJIUSTH Ha BpeM4 I10 CPaBHEHUIO C IPYTUMU BHEBPEMEHHLIMU I'PAHUI[AMY, YTO 3HAYUTEJIBHO
yBeNIMYMBAJIO IIAHCH, HO B KOHIE KOHIIOB Mefb He UCI0NIb30Ball ee AJig OOJIbIINX TepeMeH.



Haxe Benukuii bor Kpox ObLI yAKWBIIEH, TOTOMY 4TO Mesnb He JoIKeH OBIT IOCHIIAaTh CBOE CO3HAHUE B
IIPOILIJIOE.

[Tocrinath co3HaHMeE HAOII0HATeNsI-3TO ONHO, HO B3aUMO e CTBOBATh C HUM He Tak-To IIpocTo. Ha
caMmoM fefie, He Oyy4u cHadana BTopocTteneHHEM borom, Benukuii bor Kpo Bepur, 4To 3T0
COBepILIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO, U C €r0 3HaHKWEeM O BpDeMeHH, eCJIX OH BEPHUJI B 3TO, 3TO OBIO0 HECOMHEHHO.

OnHako Merb HCIIONb30Bal TPIOK, KOTOPOTO He oxkuaan gaxe Benukuu bor Kpo.

OH ocabun CyInecTBOBaHMe HaCTOSINEero, 00MaHyB IeTyI0 BCeIeHHYI0, 00beIMHUB B0XKeCTBEHHOCTh
KU U B02KeCTBeHHOCTDb UJUTIO3UHU, YTO 00JIETYHII0O H3MEeHeHHe MPOIIIOro, Tak YTo J0XKHOMY Bory
eMBa JIX YOaoch O TOC/IaTh CO3HAHMKE B IIPOIIIOE U BO3IEHCTBOBATh HA HETO.

Eiie omHUM BazKHBIM (l)aKTOPOM OB17I0 TO, YTO BeeneHHas Oblla MOYTH HU30JIMPOBaHa C TOTO MOMEHTa,
Kak mosBuics Mesb, o TOro MOMEHTa, KOrga OH Y1Iejl B IIPOIIIoe.

KpoMe uccnenoBanus BcenenHoit Anpeitaa, npucyTcTsus Memns u Todelra 1 KOHTaKTa C
Acconuanyelt KOHTpaOaHAKUCTOB, He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX APYTUX KOHTAaKTOB C OPYTMMHU BCEJI€HHBIMHU.
BoJjlee TOro, KOHTAKTHI OBUIM JOBOJILHO OJIM3KH K TOMY BpeMeHH, Korfa Mens 6blT lepe]; yX0moM B
mpo1uioe, Tak 4T0 3G @eKT ObUT MOYTH He3HAYUTEIBHBIM 10 CII0KHOCTH.

-KTO TBHI TAakKOM?»
Xotst Uenb Bce ele OB IOTPSICEH CBOUM ITPOPBIBOM, MOJIOMOM Y€JI0BEK CIIPOCHI:

Hens 6T OTPSICEH [0 TIyGHHEL AyIIN, HO ero JIAI0 HIYero He BEPaxkKaso, TaK 9T MOJIOLOi
YyeJI0BeK He 3HaJl, OblT i Menb COI03HUKOM WITH BParoM.

YTo OH 3HA/I HaBePHSKA, TaK 3TO TO, YTO JI000M, KTO MOT IIPOHUKHYTH BO ABOpPEI], He ObII TeM, KO0
OH MOT 00HIEeTk.

-V MeHs eCThb MHOT'O UMEH, HO 9TO HE TO, YTO THI IEHCTBUTEIHHO XOUEIllb YCIbIIIATh. BB XOTUTE
CIIPOCHUTH, II0YEMY § 3TECH.»

MoJ1of0ii YenI0BeK CO CTHIIOM YCTABHUIICS B IIOJI, TIOTOMY uTO Memb yrajan mpaBHibHO.

Wms vy MUYHOCTh HE UMEIX 3HaUYeHHUS B TOT MOMEHT, BaXKHO OBLITO TO, IIO4YEMY 1'IOJ'Iy1'IpO3p&‘-IHHfI
YeJIOBEK IIOABUIICA IIepen HUM.

Kaxk TonbKO OH Y3HA€T 0 HaMEePEHUAX IIOJIYIIPO3PAaYHOT'0O YEeJIOBEKA, OH CMOXKET 1m03a00TUTHCS O €TO
MUYHOCTH. OOHAKO OH HE OCMEIHJICS IIPsAMO CIIPOCUTHL Y TAMHCTBEHHOI'O YE€JI0OBEKaA, 3a4eM OH 30eChb
IOABUIICA.



-He BOHHYIZCH, sl TBOH COIO3HUK. f IIpuiIen Croaa, YTOOHI C006HJ;I/ITB BaM KO€-4TO, YTO BBI JOJIZKHBI
3HATh.»

Mornopoii 4enoBeK He IIOHUMaAJI, TI0YeMY KTO-TO, KOTO OH HUKOTTIa paHbIlle He BUfel, OB ero
COI03HUKOM, HO YUMTHIBAS, YTO APyrasi CTOPOHA Ka3alach IOBOJILHO CUITBHOM, MOJIOJOM YEJIOBEK OBIT
CYACT/IMB, YTO IO KpaliHe# Mepe MOIyIpo3payHblil YeJI0BeK He OB BparoM.

-TBI COMHEBAEIILCS B MOMX HaMepeHUIX. f{ B HEKOTOPOM Pojie PONCTBEHHUK Balllell TOKOMHOU
MaTepy, TOuHee, MOM NOJYMHEHHEIN. XOTS 3TO BCETO JINIIb KYCOYEK MaTeprarn30BaHHOTO0 CO3HAHUS,
¥ MO€ TeJI0O He HaXOOUTCS B 9TOM BCeJIeHHOMU, yOUTh Tebs ObLI0 OB 71T MEeHS JIETKUM IIOABUTOM, MHE
He HY>KHO 0OMaHKIBATh TeOS.»

Morofo# YenoBeK 3HaJ, YTO IocieqHee ObIIO mpaBaoi. He3aBUCHMO OT CHIIBI Wensi, TOT dbaxKT, 4TO
OH cyMeJl §oOpaThCs 0O 3TOM KOMHATHI He3aMe4eHHHIM, OblJT J0Ka3aTellbCTBOM TOTO, YTO YOUTH KOTO-
TO, KTO e[iBa OCTUT OeccmepTusi, OymeT OOBOJILHO JIETKO AJIS IIOJTYyIIPO3PavyHOro YeJloBeKa.

-BrI He MOMKHEI cefiyac UATH Ha cyd. TaMm Tebs XKaeT JIOBYIIKa. B To 2kKe BpeMs TBOU Gpat
cobupaeTcs yOuTh TBOero oTiia. Bce B maHe TBoero 6para CTaTh HOBHIM UMIIepaTOpoM. [Jaxe To, 4YTo
ocTaBuia Tebe MaTh, IOCIYXKHUT TeOe JUIID AJIST TOr0, YTOOH BRIKUTD, HO IIOCIIe 9TOT0 Te0e MPUaeTCs
JXKWTh, IPSYach, KaK MPECTYITHUKY, TaK KaK KaXK[Ibli YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIH OymeT Ha TBOEH CTOPOHe,
OymeT youT 6e3 IOLIaIbL. »

CrnoBa OBLIM TPOCTHIMY ¥ B HUX TPYOHO OBIIO TIOBEPUTH, HO ITOYEMY-TO FOHOIIIA YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €TO0
3710 OpaT MoT OBl cHeiaTh YTO-TO 0J00HOe, ecyii OBl HEMHOTO TTOgyMan 00 3TOM.

— IloHATHO, S BaM BEPIO.»

Mornopno#i 4enoBeK pemus foBepuThcs Memto. [laxe ecnu Obl CyIIeCcTBOBAJ XOTh MaJIeUIINY IIIaHC,
yT0 Oynylee, pacckasanHoe Menewm, OBIO TpaBHOM, MOJIONON YEJIOBEK He ocTascs Okl 6e3 fmena.

Ha caMoM fiefie, ¢ TOro MOMEHTa, KaK OH YBHUMEN Mens, OH yXKe peln CHadana COOOIIUTE O ero
IIPUCYTCTBUU OTILy, IPEK/E YeM [eJlaTh YTO-Tu00 elre.

HecMOTps HUM Ha 4YTO, OH He MOT IIPOCTO CHeNIaTh BUJ, YTO HE BUOEJN, KaK KTO-TO IPOHUK B €T0
KOMHATYy U IOIIeNI Ha CYQ.

Takum 06pa30M, MOJIO[IOM YeJIOBEK He BO3pPazKaJl IPDOTHUB OTCPOYKHU CYI[e6H01"O pa361/IpaTeJ'H:>CTBa,
IIOTOMY 4YTO, XOTsA OH U OBLIT HeTepPIIeJInB, He OBLII0O HUKAKOK peaanofI IIPUYUHEI OEJIaTh 3TO
HeMe[JIEHHO.

-Trl cOOMPAEIIbCS MTOUTH U COOOUTUTH OTILY?»

Mornogou 4esioBeK KMBHYJI B OTBET Ha BOIIPOC Hens.



— Trl yMpers. »

Wenb SICHO BUMET Oynyiiee, rme MOJIOON YesloBeK OymeT yOUT BMECTO CBOETO OTIa, a ero 6pat OymeT
yOUT ITOCJIe OTPOMHOM OHUTBHI C MUJUIMOHAMU CMePTeH C KaXKI0M CTOPOHEL.

C TOro MOMeHTa, Kak MosiBuics Mens, 3To 6510 GymyIee BIepedHu, HO eMy 3TO He HpaBuiaock. OH
MEeHSUI IIPOIIIIOe, IT03TOMY XOTeJI OIy4YUTh XKeJlaeMbli Pe3yJIbTat, a He IPOCTO CIIydaiiHoe
M3MEHEHHe.

Bynyiiee He puBefeT K BTOPKEHUIO, TaK YTO 9TO yKe YIOBIETBOPSIIO 1ienb Uens, Ho ol
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO BHIIIOJIHEHUE ee TaKuM 00pa3oM He Oy[eT JOCTAaTOYHO YIOBIETBOPUTEIILHEIM,
II09TOMY OH XOTeJI CHleNlaTh 9TO UealbHO.

-Torma 4To g MOTY cOenaTh?»

Morofioi YeoBeK 3HaJI, YTO OH CJIMIIKOM cJ1a0, YToOLI CpakaThCs IPOTUB CBOET0 CTapiIero Opara,
HO OH He IIOHUMAJI, YTO 3HAYUT 3HATh 3Ty WH(OPMAIIHMIO ¥ He coo0IIaTh ee.

-He Bomnmyiics, s mam Tebe KOe-uTo, UTO THl CMOZKEIllb UCII0JIb30BaTh. [IpaBaa, TOJbKO OOuH pa3. Bam
HY2KHO OyfeT pacumdpoBaTh €ro U HayYUThCS UCIIONIb30BATh €r0 CHOBA.»

Hy‘-l CBETa IIepeJieTell C Ilajiblia Hensa Ha TOJIOBY MOJIOOOTO Y€JIOBEKA.

«abComMI0THAS 3alKTa. Bce, YTO MPOMCXOOUT B €T0 00JIaCTH C TeX IOP, KakK Bbl OPOCHIIM €T0, TOKa OH
He UCYe3HeT, OymeT CBEeIeHO Ha HeT.»

HMenb KOPOTKO 0OBSCHUI, ¥ MOJIOLOM YeJioBeK yIIasl Ha KOJIEHH.
— IloxanyiicTa, y4uTesnb, IPUMU MeHS KaK CBOEro y4eHuKa!»

HOHo1a moBHOan B CBOEH XKU3HK HEMaJI0 YMEHUH, Jaxke TeX, YTO ObIIM COeIaHbl er0 COOCTBEHHBIM
OTIIOM, HO HM OOHO M3 HUX HE MOTJIO CPAaBHUTHCS C aOCOMIOTHOM 3amuTon. HaBEIKM, OCHOBAaHHEIE Ha
BpEeMeHH, He CYIIECTBOBAIIN B €T0 BCEJIEHHOH, TO3TOMY OH OBUI yBepeH, uTo Hens 651 ueM-To Gomee
CUJIbHBIM, YeM KTO-TH00 OPYroii, KOTO OH BCTpeyYall.

-Hy, xopor1o. Bel MoxkeTe Ha3kBaTh MeHs MacTep JIuiie. [TpocTo mpomomkaiTe UCKATh MHPOPMAIIHIO
0 BHOBb BO3HECEHHBIX BCEJIEHHBIX, U MBI BCTPETHUMCS CHOBA. Temeps BCe B BAIlIUX PyKaX.»

3aKOHYHMB FOBOPUTH, Heb ucues. OH XoTes MONy4uTh Gy/ylnee, KOTOPOe IIaHUPOBA, HO He XOTel
BMEIIMBATLCS OOJIbIIIE, TOTOMY YTO MHTYUIIMS MOJCKa3kiBajla MY, YTO OH yKe CHesal J0CTaTOYHO.



['maBa 580
«HTepecHbIN. [[eMCTBUTEIbHO NHTEPECHBIN. »

Bemukuit Bor kpox yne6HYyICS, Habogas, Kak Mers U3MEeHUI IIPOLIIOe IOCIIe YCIEIIHOT0
TIOTyYeHUsT MIaflIero 60kecTBa BDEMEHH.

«4l HUKOTa He 0XKUMAJl, YTO 3TOT 06XOOHOM MyTh OBUT BO3MOXKEH, HO I COMHEBAIOCh, YTO KTO-TO,
KpoMe Hero, MOxeT CliejlaTh 9TO TAKUM 00pa3oM.»

Bemnukuit Bor Kpo 6LUT IeiCTBUTENBHO BIeYaTIeH TeM, KakK MelbCKuil YHUBEPCUTET CHU3MIT YCIIOBUS
[I7I TIPOPHIBA, HO ITOCKOJIBKY 3TO OBLIIO IOJIE3HO TOIBKO B TOM CIIydae, eCJIY YeJIOBeK OOCTHUT JIOKHOH
002KeCTBEHHOCTU BpEMEHHU U TaK¥Ke CTal JIOKHEIM BoroM, MeTof], Ka3anoch, ObIJI 4eM-TO
VCKITIOYUTENILHEIM U3 e,

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, HUKTO ellle He MOCTUT TaKOIro YPOBHS MexXnay 6eccMepTreM U 00KECTBEHHOCTHIO, U
Benukwuit Bor Kpo comHeBancs, 4To 3TO IPOU30UAET CHOBA.

Bemugwuii bor KpO BHIEJI, 4TO I/UIeJ'[B BO3BpaAllla€TCsA B CBOE BPEMS, HO PEIIUII IIPOOOJI2KUTh
Ha6J'IIOI[eHI/Ie 3a TeM, 4YTO IIPOM3O0IIJIO B U3MEHHUBIIEMCS IIPOIIIIOM.

Mosnopo# 4esioBeK IIOCIEIIII IIOTOBOPHUTH C OTIIOM, KX, BCIIOMHHB CJIOBa Hens o ero CMeEpPTH, eciin OBl
OH ITIOCIIEIINJI, TO HEMEOJIEHHO HaJIOZXKUJI OBl a6COJ'IIOTHYIO 3allIUTy.

OT KOMHATH MOJIOLOr0O YeJIoBeKa 10 MeCTa, I'fie HaXOOUJICS ero oTell, ObIJIO JOBOJIBHO AaJIeKO, TakK
YTO eMy IoHamo6uI0Ch OKOJIO Yaca. Ecnu OBl OH MOIIes Ha CyA, To moOpacs Obl 0 HEro mo4YTu
OTHOBPEMEHHO.

OH 65T c11a0 IO CPAaBHEHHUIO CO CBOMM OTIIOM ¥ MesieM, Ho MOJIOZO# 4esloBeK He GBI TIIYII U IPHIIeT
K BBIBOMY, 4TO, TIOCKOJIBKY OH YMPET, €CIIH IOUET TOTOBOPUTE C OTIIOM, BPpEMs, KOTHa OH Ho0epeTcs
10 MEeCTa, MOIKHO OBITh IIOYTH TAKUM XKe, KaK ero orel Oy[eT aTakKoBaH, ¥ MO3TOMY OH 6e3
K0JIe0aHHUI NCII0Ib30Ball KOSEIPHYIO KapTy, KOTOPYIO fal eMy Meis.

Kak 1 oXkupganock, B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{Ia OTell IPUBETCTBOBAJI €T0 U CIIPOCHUJI, YTO €My HYXKHO,
OXpaHHUK HallajJ Ha UMIlepaTopa, yOuB ero Ha MecTe.

Winu 9T0 [OJIKHO OBIJIO CTYYUTHCS, HO MOJIO[[O# YeJIOBEK IIPHITHYJI MEXKIY CTPaXKHUKOM U
MMIIEPATOPOM, IPUHSBIIUM aTaKy.

Iaxe JOBEpPsd CIIOBaM Wens, oH He MOT BUMETH, KaK €ro OTel] YMHDPAET Yy HETO Ha I'Jia3aX. Ecnu
II0CJIe 3TOTr0 BCe 6YJIeT CBEOEHO Ha HET, OH BEPHUJI, YTO HUYETr 0 He CIIYYUTCH, JaXKe €CIIh OH YMPeET.



AGcComoTHAS 3alIuTa BCKOPe 3aKOHYMIIACh, HO UMIIEPATOP yKe MOOTBEPAUII CMEPTh CBOETO CHIHA U
YKpaJ opyXue, KOTOPHIM II0JIb30Balach CTpaxa.

— ITOT 57 CIUIIKOM CTPaHHBIN. ITO MOTI0 yOUTh MeHs. OfHAKO, IT0-BUAUMOMY, 3TO UMEET TOIHKO
OJHY TIOJIB3Y.»

Bce cTpaXHWKU B KOMHATE He MOTJIH ITOIIEeBETUTHCS MTOCJIE TOTO, KaK UMIIEPATOP BHIIIYCTHUII BCIO
CBOIO CHITY, YTOOBI ITOIaBUTD UX.

TonIbKO OOMH aTaKoBal, HO HMIIEPATOP HE OJOBEPSII UM II0CJIe TOTO, YTO CIIYy4YHIIOCh.

-MHe HyXKHO OyneT oObICKaTh Ballld AyIIH. Bce, KTO 3aMelllaH B 3TOM fiejie, YMPYT.»

WmnepaTtop ObUT 04eHDb CEPLE3EH, TAK KaK 3TO IIPefaTeIbCTBO MOTJIO YOUTh €T0 M B KOHEYHOM UTOTe
yOUTH €ro ChIHA.

— He BomHyiics, oTel, s ckaxy Te0e, KTO IIpefaTeIu.»

HOCKOJ’IBKY a0CosOTHAs 3alUTa 3aKOHYUIIACh, MOJIOJ0M YeJI0BeK CHOBA ObII B CO3HAHUMU.

— YUt0? MuHyTy Ha3af Tl ObUI MepTB. UTO CIIy4YHUIIOCH?»

HMmepaTop He MOT MOBEPUTHL CBOMM I'Ta3aM. OH 3HAJI, YTO faxe OyIla ero ChiHa Obllla YHUYTOXKEeHa
9THM SIIOM.

-9TO BCe 6J1a1"011ap;{ K03BIpHOI;I KapTe, KOTOPYIO Oajl MHe Mo X03s1uH. OH cKa3aj MHe, YTO 3TO
HpOPI30fIJIGT, " 4 IIpUIIEeI CKa3aThk BaM, HO 3TOT Y6J'II-OJIOK YXKe OBLTT TOTOB HAIMACTh.»

MMmepaTop He 3HaJ, YTO y ero ChiHA €CTh X035KH. Bce B 9TOM BCeIeHHOM ObIH cradee ero,
UMIIepaTopa, T03TOMY OH He BePHJI, UTO eTr0 ChIH COTJIACHUIICS CTaTh YbUM-TO YIEHUKOM.

OpHaKO OH BH[EN, KaK TOJILKO YTO BOCKPEC €ro ChIH, ¥ IPEeKPACHO IIOHKWMAJI, YTO He MOXKET 3TOT0
cresnarTh.

-KT0 TBOU X03MH?»

HezaBucumo ot Toro, KeM ObLI 3TOT HEU3BECTHBIA MacTep, OH OKa3ajl O60JbIIyio yCiayry BeceneHHOH,
IPeJOTBPATHB MONLITKY YOUICTBA, TIO3TOMY UMIIePaTOPY ObLIIO OUeHb TI0OOIEITHO Y3HATh €r0
JINYHOCTE.

-fl He cnumKOM MHOTO 3Haio 0 MacTtepe JIne. OH MPOCTO HOCIal HEMHOTO CO3HAHUS



MaTepUaTu30BaTLCS MePeio MHOM, 0OBSICHUI, YTO IIPOU30MUIET, U Jasl KO3LIPHYIO0 KapTy, KOTOPYIO S
uCIoIb30oBan. OH TakXKe CKa3asl MHE, YTO ero IMOJIYMHEHHbIH ObIJT B HEKOTOPOM POfie POICTBEHHUKOM
MO€W MaTepH.»

JIuiio uMIepaTopa U3MEHHUIIOCh, KOTHa OH YCJIhIIIaI 9T CI0Ba, IIOTOMY YTO OH 3HAaJ, YTO €To
IIOKOWHAs JXeHa He OTIIPaBUIach B IPYTUe BCEJIGHHEIE 0 BOCXOXKIEHHs, TaK YTO, CKOpee BCEro, Te,
KOTO OHA 3HaJa, 00/Iafiaiy CUIIOH, CPAaBHUMOM C ee CUJION, ¥ eCJIA 3TOT YEeJI0BEK OBLIT TPOCTO
OTYMHEHHBIM MacTepa JIuiie, OBITI0 TPYOHO HU3MEPHUTh, HACKOIBKO OH OBITT CHJIEH.

Bo BcsikoM criydae, oH ObUIT yBepeH, 4To MacTep Jluiie npuiten u3 Bhcliel BeceneHHOM.

Ero BeIBOAHI OBIIM JOBOJILHO IJIOXMMHU, HO OH HMKAK He MOT yrafaTh IIpaBAy, UMes TOJIbKO Ty
“HGOPMAIIKI0, KOTOPOW pacionaral.

— IloruMaro. 3TO OH CKa3al BaM, KTO TaKue HpeI[aTeJ'II/I?»

MoJsomoi uesioBeK IIoKadasl I'OJI0OBOM.

-Het, HO Korma MeHsT yOuIH, MHe IIPUCHUJICS CTPAHHBIN COH. MeuTa o OyayIreM, rhe s He BCTPeuyCh
CO CBOMM YYHUTEJIeM, ¥ 3TOT IIJIaH yHascs. Bcst BcenenHas momnasna B pyKH MOero cTapiiero 6parta, u
BCe, KTO MoaaepKuBan Te0si, mOruoIm. »

9T0 GBI BOCIIOMHHAHHUS O OPYTOH BpeMeHHOM ITKaJie, KOTopkie Mesb Jam eMy B TO 2Ke caMoe BpeMst
KaK abCOJIIOTHYIO 3aLIUTY, HO OHM MOTJIA TOJIbKO Ka3aThCs CHAMHU U ObITA CMYTHHIMM. BIpoueM, 3TOT0
OBLIIO HOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OIIO3HATD IIpeaTese.

— MoxeT ObITh, TH IeHCTBUTENBHO BUAeN Oyayinee. HaBBIK, KOTOPHIHM BB HCIIOIH30BaH,
HECOMHEHHO, CBSI3aH C KOHTPOJIEM BPEMEHHU, TaK YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh T0O0YHEIM 3ddekToM. HUKTO
B Hallell BceneHHOM maXe He CyMes HayYUThCS HaBBIKY, KOTOPBIA MOT OBl IIOBJIUATH Ha CaMO BpeMs.
Ecnu 651 He nHGpOPMAaIUs, KOTOPYIO 5 OJIy4YMJI OT TBOEU MaTepy He3alo/Iro J0 TOTo, Kak ee youmy, s
OBl Jake He 3HaJl.»

TonbKO Tak HMIIEPaTOp MOT 00BSICHUTH TO, 9TO YBHIEIL.

«Bpewms4... Bockpenienue... B TOT pa3 g yCibIIan OT TBOEU MaTepH, 4YTO HEKTO 110 UMeHH Benukuii
Bor kpox MoXkeT cfienaTh HeUTO Mofo0Hoe. Bl yBEpeHE!, YTO 9TOT MacTep Jluiie He TPOCTO
nceBmoHUM Bemnukoro bora Kpoxa?»

MMmepaTop TOJIBKO YTO YCIIbIIIA OOPHIBOK 3TOTO CIyXa, T03TOMY OH Jaxke He 3Hajl 00 YCIOBUAX
BOCKpEIIEeHUS.

— HerT, BO CHe g TOXKe 4TO-TO CIIBIIIAJ Ha 3Ty TeMy, HO TOJIKOM He ITOMHIO. YTO-TO O ABYX IIOASAX B
MYJIbTUBCEJIEHHOM, CIIOCOOHEIX BOCKPEIIaTh APYTUX. S BEPIO, UTO MOM YUUTEIb-3TO APYTOM.»



I/IMr[epaTop TOXK€ He CJIIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO pa361/1panc;{ B 3TOM TEME, IIO3TOMY OH HE€ CHHUTAJl
HEBO3MOXKHEIM, YTOOBI IBa YEJIOBEKA MOIJIM 3TO CHEJIATh.

Ecnu OBl B TO BpeMsI OH CKa3all 3T0 KOMy-HUOYAb B BRICIIEN BceneHHoM, 0HY ObUIM OBl Ype3BEIYANHO
YIOUBIIEHE], HO OHU 3Haiu OBbl, YTO HEUTO Bpofe abCOMIOTHON 3aIUTH He BOCKpeIaeT KOT0-TO.

«MHTepecHHIH. Pa3Be OH He [1aj BaM BO3MOXKHOCTh CBSI3aThCS C HUM? f1 X0uy TMYHO 1Mo6IarogapuTh
ero.»

He umeno 3uauenust, 6vu1 mu Mactep Jluite cpaBEUM ¢ Benukum Borom Kpoxom unu HET, TOTOMY YTO
OH Bce el1le ObUT JOCTATOYHO CUJIeH, YTOOBI 3aBOEBATh YBaXKeHUEe UMIIepaTopa.

-3T0 OBITIO YTO-TO BPOME «IIPOAOJIXKAM UCKATh MHOOPMAIIUIO 0 BOCXOMSIINX BCETIEHHBIX».»

I/IMnepaTop KUBHYII. OH He IOHMMaAI IIPUYXHEI 3TOTO COCTOAHMSA, HO HE OyMaJl, YTO CMOZKET IIOHATH
KOr'o-TO HAaCTOJIBKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTI 0.

— Torga maBai cuenaeM 3T0. B mo00M criydae, Termepb HaM HY2KHO COCPEIOTOYUThCS Ha 9TUX
TpefaTesnsx.»

[Tocrne 3TOTO CHIH MMIIEpaToOpa Hadasl YKa3hiBaTh Ha BCeX IIpefaTeliel, ¥, IPpoCMaTpPUBas UX
BOCIIOMHUHAHUS, UMIIEPATOP 00OHAPYKWII, YTO BCE OHU BUHOBHHI.

Ipyro# ChIH UMIIepaTopa 00HAPYKUII, UTO €ro0 IJIaH IIPOBAJIUJIICS, U IOMBITaICs 6exaTh, HO eMy B
OyKBaJIbHOM CMBICTIE CJIOBA HE ITOBE3JIO.

Bce, 4ero on He X0Te7I, CIIY4HJIOCh, KaKUM OBl HEBEPOATHEIM 3TO HH Ka3aJIOCh.

Kasanocs, cama cynb0a xoTeia u36aBUTLCS OT HETO, X 3TO AEHCTBUTEILHO OBIIO TaK.

Cawm Toro He Befasi, Menb nmepenucan cyop0y BcenmeHHO# CBoe# cOOCTBEHHOMN BOJIEH, TaK YTO €ro
HEHABUCTH K YEJI0BEKY, KOTOPHIN OBIJT IMIIEPATOPOM B TO BPEMsI, KOTa OH ObIT IIepefl yX00M B
IIPOIIIIOe, CIIPOBOLIMPOBAa TO, YTO CaMa BcesleHHas MMOBEPHYJIACh MPOTHUB 9TOTO YEJI0BEKa.

ITOT YeJI0BEK He MOT IIOUTH IIPpOTHUB CYJIBGBI, IIO3TOMY, HECMOTPSA Ha BCe€ CBOU IIJIaHEI, OH OBIIT
IIOMMaH OTIIOM B HY6J'II/I‘-IHO Kad3HEH KdK IIpeaaTeib.

TeMm BpeMeHEM OPYroii CHIH UMIIepaTOpa YCIIEIIHO 3aBePIINJI UCIIHITAHNE U CTall IPeEMHUKOM
UMIepaTopa.

B TOT meHb, KOrma OH CTall 6eCCMepTHHM OEBATOr0 YPOBHA, OH CTAaJI HOBEIM UMIIEPATOPOM, B TO



BpEeMA KadK €ro OTel YOaJIhuJICAd TPEHUPOBATECA B OOUHOYKY, IIBITASICh HOCTUYDb 002XKEeCTBEHHOCTH.

OH OBITT He TPOCTO 6€CCMEPTHHIM [IEBATOT0 YPOBHS; OH M3y4das aOCOJIOTHYIO 3alUTY, IT0Ka He Havall
I0JTy4aTh 3HaHUS O CaMOM BpPEMEHH.

3a HECKOJIBKO JIET [0 TOTo, Kak Hems u Toder [o6epyTcs [0 ero BCeIeHHOH, OH YMyIpHIICS
moOpaThCs [0 Y3KOT0 MeCTa paHblile 00KeCTBa MaJioro BpeMeHH.

Benukuii Bor Kpo He MOr OBepuTh, UTO BMEILIATEILCTBO Mess co3[ano KOro-To elle B y3KOM MecCTe.

— DOTOMy IapHIO AEeWCTBUTEIBHO T0BE3I0. [IogyMaTh TOIBKO, UTO MIPU IIEPBOM XK€ KPYIIHOM
BMeIlIaTeILCTBE OH CO3[acT KOT'0-TO C HEM3BECTHOU Cyb00i. ITO caMbIii OBICTPHIN, HO CaMBbIi
TPYOHBIN MYTh NOCTHXKEHUS B0XKeCTBEHHOTO COBEPIIIEHCTBA. »

BoxecTBeHHOe JOCTUXKEHUE OBIII0 YEM-TO, UTO MOXKHO OBIJIO ITOJTYYUTh, ENUCTBYS TaKUM 00pa3oM,
YTOOBI ITOJTHOCTHIO COOTBETCTBOBAThL 60KECTBAM, HO IOJIy4YeHHOE KOJIMYECTBO OBIJIO TIOUTH
HUYTOXKHBIM, ¥ €CJIU He TIOTPATUTh 110 KpallHel Mepe HECKOJIbKO MUJIIMOHOB JIET, HEBO3MOKHO OBIIIO
mOOUTHCS OOJNBIIKUX YIYYIICHWH.

[TocnencTBust 5oXKeCTBEHHOT'0 CBEPIIIEHUS YBeIMYUBAJIM CUITy HE3aBUCHMO OT YPOBHS. Bosee Toro,
MOCTHXKEHKEe OINpeleIeHHOT0 KOJIMYeCcTBa b0XKeCTBeHHBIX MOCTHXKEHNH ObIJI0O e IUHCTBEHHEIM
TpeboBaHUEM MJIsT TOT0, YTOOH TPEB30UTH BeMUKOro bora.

Cnyxu OBITTM ITPABOMBHI, BeJIUKUE OOTH He ObITM CaMBIMK CHJIBHBIMHU, HO BCE OHU CKPHIBAJIA 9TO OT
npyrux. Benukuit Bor Kpo Ovl1 mepBeIM, KTO IIpeB3oiie Benukoro bora, HO HECKOIBKO APYTUX
cTapbix 4eHoB CoBeTa O0TOB CHieIajy TO XKe caMoe.

«Xopolllee Ha4ajo, HO OH ellle Jaxe He Benukuii Bor, ¥ XOTS 9TO OCTOMHO MUJIIMOHOB JIET OOIBIINX
YCUIIHH M1 TEX, Y KOT0 eCTh Ipyrue 603KecTBa, 9TOr0 BCe ellle HeloCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! BHITIOTHUTD
yCIIOBHSI, YTOOBI TPEeB30UTH BeIUKOT0 bora. Bo BCsIKOM ciiy4yae, HHTEPECHO.»
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