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TopH He XOTeJ 9TOr0 IPHU3HaBaTh, HO celiyac OH OBII B KAKOM-TO 3aMeIIaTeTbCTBE. DTO MOKET OBITh
XyQIlee MOJI0KeHKe, B KOTOPOM OH OB/, TaK KaK OHU ITBITAJIMCh BEIPBATh APakoHa u3 ero ayiu. OH
OBLT B cepeguHe TPYIIIIHL CYIIeCTB, KOTOPHIE, KaK OH OBITT YBePEeH, Pa30PBYT €r0 B KJIOYbS M COXKPYT
ero. J1a, oH ObIT B IeHTPe 3a00TH 0 00JIee YeM MONyOI0KUHE IeTel.

CoOBITHSI, KOTOPBIE IPUBEJTH K 9TOMY, ObIIM CTPAHHBIMU Jaxe [y Hero. OH IyTeIlecTBOBAJI 10
3TOMY MaJIeHbKOMY TOpPOay. ITO O Jaxke He MOMYJISIPHbIHM ropol, ¥ He OBII0 gaxke HU OIHON
TOCTUHHUIIHL U151 Ty TellecTBeHHKWKa. Ho 3eck ObIIO TO, UTO OH MCKal. TeM He MeHee, IIOCKOJIbKY Y
Hero He OBIJI0 CPOYHOCTH, OH cHefial cebst U3BeCTHBIM XKUTENIIM AepeBHU. [IpecTuxk Mara OBl
TI0JIE3€H B 9TUX MeCTaX U IyOuHKaX. Maru nojb30Banuch OOIBIIUM YBaXKEHUEM U TPU3HAHUEM
Ormaromapst CBOeH CHujle ¥ BKJIay B CBOIO HAIlMIO. Pa3muyuss MeXOy CUJION MPU3BIBATENS U
BBI3HIBAIOIIET0 OBIJTM 3aMETHO PA3JIMYHEL B TOPOAaX, HO 3[IeCh, B CEJIbCKOM MECTHOCTH, HUKTO He 3HaJl
00 3ToM. EquHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHU 3HAJIM, 3TO TO, UTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK ObII MaroM, U MO3TOMY OH
IomKeH ObLI OBITh YIOCTOEH BeTMYaMIIIero yBakKeHus.

HTak, KaK OH IomaJs B 9TOT OeCIopsioK, HY, 9TO HOJIKHO ObIII0 OBITE OOBUHEHO B JOUEPH BOXKIS 3TOU
nepeBHU. [TOCKONBKY He OBIJIO MeCTa [iJIs TAKOTO IIPOC/IaBJIEHHOT0 Mara, eQUHCTBEHHLIM MECTOM,
MOCTOMHEIM ero "mpecTuxka', ObUT OBl JOM JePEeBEHCKOT0 BOXKMs. [IepeBeHCKUN BOK/IL OB MTOKHITEIM
YeJI0BEKOM, Ka3ajoCch Obl, HeompeaeieHHOro Bo3pacTa. Exa Ovlia mpuopuTeToM. TOPH He el B
TeYeHHe HEeCKOJIbKUX THEeW, ¥ 9T0 ObIIO BUOHO, KOTTA OH XUIITHO MTOXKUPAJI IIPOCTYIO COJITHKY U3
OBOIIIEH U Msica. ITO He ObIIO IPUITPABIIEHO CIIUIIIKOM XOPOIIO, HO I'oJIof OB B KOHIIE KOHI[OB
nmy4inen crnenred. UMeHHO TaM Hadalach JIOBYIIKa.

JloByIKa MOSBUJIACh HE Cpa3y, a MefeHHOo. OH 3aKOHYMII CBOIO Tpare3y ¥, HaKOHell, CMOT HEMHOTI'0
paccrmabuThes. ITO OBIIO, KOT{Ia OYapoBaTeIbHas MaJeHbKas IeBOYKA, MOXKET ObITh, ISITH UIIK IIECTH
JIeT TOAOIIIa K HEMY U CIIPOCHJIa, MOXKET JIM OHa CHUAETh y HEro Ha KoneHsax. KoHeyHo, OHa He
HCII0JTb30Bajla CBOU CJIOBa, a CKopee 3abpajiack K HEMY Ha KOJIEHHU, a 3aTEM CMOTPeJia Ha HETro C
HeTepIeHueM, Kak OyaTo xoTesa, YTOOH OH CIIeJT MecH:o. [IpakoH B HeM cMesijics Hag abCcypooM, BOT
OH, OIMH M3 CaMbIX OMTACHLIX MaroB B MUPE, UCIIOIh3YEMEIN B KauecTBe TabypeTa [jisg MaJleHbKON
neBouku. Ecyu OBl ero Bparu YBUIENH eTo ceidyac, OHM, CKOpee BCEro, He MOBEPHUIIH OB, 4YTO 3TO
nercTBUTENbHO Obl [unacTeit CKaMIIIOpH.

Orers xoTen 3a0paTh AOYb ¥ OCTAHOBUTD €€ OT Ha30MJIMBOT'0 MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO Mara. 3gech TopH
COBEPIINJI CBOIO BTOPYIO OIIKNOKY, ero rnepBoii Oviyia ema. OH moMaxaj oTiy, 4YToOw TOT npucei. OH He
BO3paXasl. B KoHIle KOHI[OB, ero XenyooK ObUI IIOJIOH, U ero Ciefyioas 1eib Obljla HaCTOJIbKO
67113Ka, 4TO OH MOT IormpoOoBaTh ee. MajleHbKas JeBoYKa OBICTPO Havyasla HaleBaTh MECHI0, KOTOa
OHa cuaeya Ha KOJIeHSIX Mara.

"Kak Te0s 30ByT meBOYKa?"

"Moe uMs He BaXHO, MUCTEP Mar. BaxHo To, 4To, OyIy4: MaroMm, Bel TOTOBEI paboTaTh B 0OMEH Ha
YCIIyTH, IpefocTaBisieMbie Bam?" [leBoYKa rOBOpPHUJIA TaK, KakK OyaTO OHa ObIyIa OmepKKUMa B3POCIIHIM.
"Pa3Be BBl HE HAMEPEHH BHIIOJIHUTh MUHUMAJIbHOE ofellanre yecTu Mara? KoHeYHo, BH MOXKETe
n30exaTh 3TOT0, HO S IOCMOTPIO Ha Bac CBHICOKA."

"Torpa ckaxu MHe, MaJleHbKas IeBOYKa, KOTOpas He MajleHbKas fAeBouka." OH 4yBCTBOBaJ 3TO. ITO
OBLIIO He YeJI0BeYeCKoe CyIIeCTBO. ITO Obljia IOBOJILHO IIPOCTast KOHCTPYKIUS. [[pyTUMU CII0BaMH,
3TO OBIJI TOJIEM.

"4 mpepocTaBuiia eny, ¥ 9TOT OOM IIPUHAAJIEKUT MHE. TaK THl JOJI2KEH MHE 1Be YCIIyTU."



"¢ He cornaceH. { TonbKo BKyman eny. OcTanbHOe S MOTY B34Th € c0601. KpoMe Toro, 06OMaHBIBaTh
Mara HexopoIuo."

"¢l BUXKY, THI BEI3BIBAEIIb TO, KEM THI ABJISEIIbCA. {1 3TO BUXKY U HE 0CYXKOar. MHe BCe ellle HYXKHEI
nBe ycnyru. OgHa U3 HUX - TepBas 3agayda. [103a6oTbcst 000 BCeM KOJIMYECTBe JeTel 3TOro ropoaa, B
TO BpeMsI KaK B3POCIbie TPOOKUPAIOTCs B Jieca, YTOOR IPEeTEeHI0BATh Ha IIeApPOoCTh Mupa. BTopas
Takxke OymeT mpocToy myis Bac. [TounHYM MO¥i JOM HEMHOT'O, KOTa 3aKOHYHIIh C IeThMHU."

"Xopormo", - ckazan TOpH 1ociae MUHYTHOTO 00CyXKIeHus. BrllI0 HECKOIBKO Belllei, KOTOPhIe OH
MoJKeH ObLI MPUHSATH BO BHUMaHUe, YTOOb YOeIUThCS, YTO OH HE MOXKET He COTJIaCUTLCS C 3TUM
rosniemoM. OfMH OHa 3Hajla, YTO OH OBIJT MAroM M Bce Xe 0Ha, KaXkeTCs, He BOJTHOBAJIACh 110 3TOMY
moBoay. Ecnu 3T0 OB KaKOM-TO T'OJIEM MITM Mar, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TPU3bIBATENH OBIIN IIPOCTO
HeCyIIecTByImUMU. KpoMe Toro, mpockObl MPeCcTaBSIOTCS MATKUMHU. "MHe HYKHO 3HAaTh TBOE
ums."

"THI IONYYUIIb UMSI MOETO YBazKaeMoro s, Kak TOIbKO s1 6yy OBOJIbHA TBOeU paboToii. A moka Tebe
HYXKeH IOKOH. 3aBTpa g Tebs 6ymeT TpygHoe BpeMsi. ITO MOXKET faxKe ToMo4b TeOe B KOHIIe."
[omeM 3aroBopu, a 3aTeM 3aMoJT4all.

"Korpga TeI yugems?" TOpH CIIPOCHUI Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO AECATKOB MUHYT rojieMa, KOTOPHIM BCe elle
OCTaBaJIiCs Ha KOJIEHSX.

"OOBIYHO YV MEHST HET BO3MOXKHOCTH CECTh Ha KOJIEHH TAaKOI'0 CUJIbHOTO Mara. CuuTaelb 3T0
npeuMyiiecTBoM?" OHa CKa3aja II0cjiefHee KaK CBOEro poja BOIIPOC WU 3asBiieHue. EMy manu elge
OJIHY IIOPIIUIO e[Ibl ¥ XOPOIIYyI0 KpoBaTh. [Iocie Bcero, 4To eMy IJIaTUJIX 3a TO, YTO OH CHesall ABe
paboThl, OH MOT OBI B3SITh UX.

910 npuBeno K aToMy. OH OBl OKpyXKeH pebsgtamu. OH He MOT B30pBaTh UX Marueu, OH He MOT
OTOUTD UX, OH HE MOT YTOBOPHUTE UX, OH HE MOT BOJIIIIEOCTBOM UX YHUYTOKHUTH, OH HE MOT CheCThb UX U
OH He MOT JaTh UM CBO€ TeJjIo [Jist UTPhl. Kopode ToBOPSI, OH OBIT TpeBPAIIeH B XKWBOW MaHEKEH [IJIs
TEeX 3JIbIX TIOPOXKOEHUM afia, YTOORI UTPaTh. Yero oH He 3HaJl, TaK 3TO TOTO, YTO OH AEHUCTBUTEJILHO
paccnabmnsncsa. HemHorue npussay OBl €T0 TaKUM, KaKUM OH OBIJI.

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHBHI, JeTsIM OBIJIO BCE PABHO, KTO OH TaKo#. FIM 0YeHb IMOHPABUIOCH, KaK [[pelk
IepeBUTaICA II0 CBOEMY TeJy B BUAe TaTyupoBKuU. OHU XOTEJIU MPUKOCHYTHCS K THICIYaM PYH Ha
ero nocoxe. OHU XOTeU YBUAETh ero Maruio. OHU XOTeJNH IPUKOCHYTHCS K ero Koxke, YTOOh
YBUMETH, OB TX OH TAaKUM K€ 4eJIOBEKOM, KaK OHU. HeKOTOpkle X0TeNnu, YTOOH OH IIpeBPaTHil UxX
poguTeney B nATyieK. HeKoTopsie X0Tenu, YTOOB! OH CAesIall 3TO CO CBOMMU APY3bSIMU IIPSIMO 37ECh.
HekoTopele X0TeIu HayYUTLCS ero UCKYCCTBY, a APyTHue He 3a00TUIUCh O TOM, YTOOB OH OBLT TaM, U
IIPOMOJIZKAJIX 3allJIeTaTh KOCH IEBYIIKE PSAOM C HUMHU.

Emy ymanock coXpaHUTh pacCyAOK Ha OOWH 4ac, KOraa OH 3aKoHuuI. OH BBI3BAJI LIUTH IpaKOHA, U
SHepreTU4YeCKre CTEHH YAEPKUBAIU IeTel 0T IPUKOCHOBEeHUS K HeMy. OH fymall, 4To B
6e30macHOCTH, KOTHa YCIIbIan KOBapHEIH To1oc B ronose. "HacTosamui mar paboTaeT, UCIONIb3Ys
HamafieHre. 3allliTa TOJIbKO IS IIPOCTHIX MOCTYIIHUKOB. CpaXaiics manbiie, xpabpkriii Mar." OH He
MOT TI0BEPUTH, YTO IIPOU3OLIIO Aaiblie. Ero sHepreTuyeckue KOHCTPYKIUU, KOTOPEIMU OH TOPOUIICS,
pasjieTeNnuch Ha KyCcKu. JTO OBUIO IPOCTO OUeHb KpacuBo. OHU IIPOAOJIKAIU [TONI3aTh U 0exkKaTh K
HEMY.

"BYIb ThI ITPOKJIAT!" On kpuyan. "4 gocrany Tebs, Thl, BMelrBaroumics ronem." OH CMUPUIICS
cO cBoel cynn0oii U ofyMall O TOM, KaK eMy CIIPaBUTLCSA C 9TUMHU OeTbMU. Ero xpabpocTh nogsesna
ero IoYTH Ccpasy.
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