I'maBa 7.

Bce MyXK4WHBI, KakK OfHO I[eJI0e, CMOTPEJIN Ha OBYX MYXK4YMH, ¥ 3TO OBIJTI MOMEHT, Korga ['ypeH
3eBHYI. "9T0 oTel HeBecThl, KopTa CyBapu. Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT NMPUAET HeBecTa. [IoaTOoMYy,
TI0KaIyucTa, paccnadbTech." MyKUnHB paccinabuIuchk ¥ CTaly WEenTaThCs MeXay coboit. Msrkoe
JKypuaHMe 3all0JIHUTIO MTalaTKy, KOTAa HavyaJliCh Pa3roBOPhHl. AKaH ObLI yBePeH, UTO €CJIU OHU He
3aroBOPSAT, TO IIPOCTO B30OPBYTCS OT HEPBO3HOCTU. HEeKOTOphIe U3 MalbuMKOB BOCEMHAAIATH 1
IBadllaTH JIeT, Ka3aaoch, ObIIM ropa3no 60yee CyeTIUBLHIME, Y4eM O0OBIYHO. ITO OBIJIO ECTECTBEHHO.
Benp ux Bo3pacT ObLT BEIOOPOM cpenu KeHIMH. OmHaKO OH OBIJT HEMHOTO HE YBEPEH B CBaAbOe.
['ypeny ObIIIO IATHAALATH JIET, @ 9TOM 04epH OBII0 yKe GoJblile ABafLaTH. XOPOIIe HEBECTH - 3TO
Bo3pacT ['ypeHa, a XOpollre XXeHUXH - BO3pacT 3TOX HEBECTHI.

IIBOe MYKUYWH IIIA CIIOKOMHBIMU Pa3MEPEHHBIMY IIIaTaMy K Ha3HAYEHHOMY MECTY IJIST CTapeuIInH.
OHU cupeny nocepeguHe Tak, YTO BCe OBAAIATh MYKUYKUH OBUIM 110 IIPaBYI0 CTOPOHY, a HEBECTa
cumena ciieBa oT HuX. KopTy, SBISIOLUIET0CS TOCTEM, ITOIIPOCKUIM CECTh Ha IOIYIIKY, KaK U BCEX
OPYTUX MyK4uH BOKpyT. OH cienoBan oO0bpr4aio u AkaH cupen psigoM ¢ HuM. C xkecToM AKaHa Hadana
UTPaTh My3bKa. My3biKa Obljla MSITKON ¥ HEHABSI3YNBOM. ITU 3BYKH OBIIIU TI0X0XKE Ha 3BYKH ap(dHL.
Kopra mopHsin 6poBu, TOCMOTPEB Ha AKaHa, B 3TO BpeMs He MOTJI0 OBITh HUKOT0, KPOME TeX, KTO yXKe
ObLIT BHYTPH, ¥ IBYX APYTUX, KOTOPHIE NOKHEI PUOLITH B ONKKaliliee BpeMs.

"9To0 MOM TanmaHT", - CKa3ana AKaH C pacuBeToM. "f mMpocTo co3mato BUOpAIMK B BO3yXe, YTOOR
cOenaTh OXUAAHNEe MUPHBIM 71 Bac ¥ A1 HUX." OH TOBOPUJI TPOMKO, YTOOBI MyKYHUHEI, KOTOPHIE
CTOSIIH B 3aMeIllaTe/IbCTBE U 3a/laBa/IuCh BOIIPOCOM, YTO IIPOUIOIIIIO, MOTJIM PACCIa0UTHC.
HecKonbKO UCITyTaHHBIX BEPHYJIMCh Ha CBOU MECTA, UX MBICTH OBLIM COUTHI C TONKY. "MHe KaJjb, eCliu
s He cooOImmII BaM 00 3TOM paHbIle. & momyMar, YTo 3TO MOXKET [aTh HaM IIPUKPHITHE, ECITHA BHI
3aX0TUTE 3aflaTh MHE KaKue-TO BOIIPOCHL."

"Braromapio Bac, MUJIOCTUBEIN", - cKa3asl KopTa, 3aTauB gbixaHue, YTOOB HUKTO, KpoMe AKaHa, ero
He YCIIbIIIan. ITa My3hlKa, KakK Obl MSTKast, OTBIEKJIa BHUMaHKUE OT HUX ABOMX. KopTa OBIT BOMHOM
Hapona, Ho AKaH 3HaJ U3 Pa3roBopa CecTprl Top u 3TOro YejoBeKa, YTO 3TOT BOMH TaKXKe OBII
oruoM. "Kto 3ToT Manbuuk? Kto Takoiu chiH Topa?" eMy Hy>KHO OBLIO 3HATE.

“TlocMoTpuTE, pa3Be Maab4yMK I1710X0 mogxogut? Ero 30ByT I'ypen Top, ceiH Topa."
"Oun monog."

"OH mo-pexKHEMY [IOCTOUH OBITH Cpenu nmofei. S 6010Ck, YTO y HETO ellle eCTh KPOBb JEBUIIH, HO €T0
yMeHHe 0XOTHHKa HeOCIOPUMO. MHe He COBCEM HPABUTCS 9TOT MaJIbUMK, IIOTOMY YTO OH He 3HaeT
oOBIyaeB JIofiel, Kak OJUH U3 Hac, HO OH YyecTeH. Baielt moyepu, eCu OHa BHIMET 3aMyXK 3a 3TOTO0
"ManmbyuKa", Heuero 6ymeT 60sThCsI. MozKeT OBITh, M3 BCETO 3TOT0 BHIUAET KaKasi-TO PagocTh."

"¢l Hapmerock Ha 3T0. OgHAXKMIH 5T YBUKY MAaCTEPCTBO 3TOT0 YejoBeKa. Ero mepa OymeT mpuHsTa."

"f1 xemat, 4TOOH 3TOT AEeHb HUKOTHA He HacTynun. OH KUl ¢ oTCcTynHuKaMu. OHU OBLIX €To
yuutensamu. [1o MumocTu Matepy, oH ogypadul MeHs." CIIOKOMCTBUE CMEHUJIOCh THEBOM, Koraa AKaH
TIOHSIJT HEKOTOPhIE BEIll, KOTOPHIE OH IIPOIMYCTHUII. "ITOT MajbyuK oOMaHyn MeHs. OH 0OMaHyIT Hac
Bcex. Ecnu OBl OH MOT BBIXKUTH C CUTIbHEUIIMMHU U3 HAC, TO OH MOT OBl TOOEOUTH JIyUIINX U3 HAIIUX
BOMHOB 37]eCh, HO BMECTO 9TOT'0 OH IIpOUTpall cjiabaky [AJig CBOed OpHUINanbHOM Iy3/IH, YTOOH CTaTh
4yeJI0BeKOM. MEI He 1T03BOJIsSIEM IPOUTPABIIUM YUTH, TaK KakK MOEAMHOK - 3TO BCETO JINIIL O0PST
nocsimenus. Harnocts aToro Manbyuka. 4 mor OsL..."

"Ax!" ckazan Kopra, HO laxke KOT[a OH IOHSJI, YTO 3T0 OBIJI0 OBl TPy00, OH Ha4all CMesIThCSA. AKaH
yCTaBUJICS Ha CBOEr0 I'OCTsl, HeJOBEPYUBO HAIOJIHEHHOI'0 THEBOM, U 3aTeM paccMestyics ¢ KopToii.



Crena cMexa 000uX MYK4YMH, Ka3aJi0Ch, 3aCTaBUIa APYTHUX MYXKYKMH 3aTKHYThCS Cpa3y. AKaH
HUKOTITIa He cMesticsi, 1 KopTa 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH TOXKE He CMesiyics. "OTO GBI XOPOUIUH TPIOK.
Teneps y MeHSI HET HUKAKUX CTPaxoB. Y HET0 OCTATOYHO CUJI, YTOOI 3HATh, i€ ero CIpsATaTh."

"910 3a6aBHO. OMHAKO S HAMEPEH CHITPAaTh C HUM B €r0 COOCTBEHHYIO UTPY. ECIIU BBIICHUTCS, YTO OH
TOT, KTO XKE€HUTCS Ha Balel mouepu, KopTa, 4To BH CKaxkeTe ... ",- CKa3an AKaH CO 3J7IbIM 6JIeCKOM B
rna3ax. YTo OBl 3TO HU OBIJIO, 3TO He IIPedBelano HU4ero xopouero ans ['ypeHa. AKaH IpoIIenTan
ocTajbHYI0 YacTh nnaHa Kopre. Kopra 0wl BrieyaTiieH. MoxeT OBITh, OH OyIeT CIlyCKaThCs Yallle Ha
aTu 6ojiee MATKHE MTECKU. DTH JTIOOU He ObLIM OCTPHIMU MIIM XKECTKUMHU, KaK ero 00U, HO OHU OBLIN
KoBapHBIMHU. Kak OyoTo MSTKOCTh 9THX [1eCKOB CKpHIBAjia Te 3Ke OMMacHOCTH CypoBoro CeBepa, HO
CKpPHBIBAJIa UX YPE3BHIYAWHO XOPOIIIO, eflasi 3HAKOMBIEe OIIAaCHOCTH 00Jiee 3K30TUYECKUMHU U
TPYOHOMOCTYITHBIMH.

"¢l cormaceH ¢ BaIllMM IJTAHOM, HO BCEe 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, BEIOEPET JIK ero MOST JO04b. 51 BUKY MHOTO
IPYTUX KaHOUIATOB, KOTOPhIe MOTYT e¥ OoJbIle mogoiTi. OHa MOXKeT BHIOpATh APYroro. B aToM TBOM
HeIooCTaToK."

"V MeHSI OCTaTOYHO 3HAHMH 0 MOeH cecTpe, YTOOH 3HATh, YTO €CJIM OHA IIPEe[IJIOKKIa CBOET0 CHIHA,
3TO IIOTOMY, YTO OHa 3HaeT, YTO 3TO eAUHCTBEHHBIM BapHaHT, KOTOPHIH y Bac Oynet." CroBa Oblu
chopMyIupOBaHH KaK yrpo3a, HO Ha caMoM feJie, 3TO OBIJI0 yTBEPKAEHHUE TPOCTOTO (paKTa.

"B03M0KHO, HO I COMHEBAIOCh, UTO TOP IOIILITAETCS IIOBNIUATH Ha MO0 [I0UYb CBOUMH crnoBamu. OHa
BEPUT U B CBOOOTHEIM BEIOOD. Kak u Bce nmiogu, oHa Obl He 3acTaBiisgia BHIOKMpaTh."

"a", - cormacunca AkaH. "Ho MBI JOTKHBI YBUAETH. fl He TAaKOM YMHBIU WM 3JI0BELIUN, KaK MOS
rOCIIOXKa, Korfia Aejo JOXOOuT fo cioB. OHa He I0X0XKa Ha Hac, MyK4uH. MbI - oOOHaKeHHbIe KIIMHKH,
CO37maHHbIe, YTOOR YOMBATh U KaJIeYUTh B CBeTe COMIHIIA U JTyH. OHA KaK OOIIUTHIA KIMHOK JXKHeIa.
Korpa ona noxemnaet, cMepTh CiIylIaeT. {1 Hameocs, 4To Brl japuTe 3HATh CBOEMY HApPOAY, YTO 3TOT
CO103 TOJIBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO MOSI T'OCITOKa BUJUT B 3TOM €IMHCTBEHHHIN IIaHC IOJIYYUTh CBOET0 ChIHA
HEBECTOMU, TOCTOMHOX CHUJIBL €€ ChIHA, @ He II0TOMY, YTO HaM HyzKHa Ballla IOMOIIb."

"d mam uMm 3HaTR".- CKa3an KopTta, coenaB HECKOJIBKO BOOX0B. "B0IOCh, OHM HE IPUMYT MOUX CJIOB 110
aTomy moBopy. VX rjasa He BUENIM CTaju B rma3ax Topa. S He 60I0Ch HUKOTO, HO CErOfHs 5 3HAIO,
KOTO § TOJI?KEH omnacaThCs. Top, OHa TO, 4ero g He BUMEJT MHOTO JIEeT. YKaCHBIU BOJIK, KakK 1 ee
Ha3bIBalo0."

"Ecnu TO, 4TO OHa TOBOPUT, IIpaBha, IIyCTh Ballly JIIOAU 3HAIOT, YTO OTCTYIHUKYU JafyT HaM IIOMOILb.
'ypeH BBIKWI BMeCTe C HUMHU, @ 3TO 3HQYHUT, YTO OH UX POLCTBEHHUK. By[ieT XOpOIIo CHOBa
CpPa3uThCs C ITUMU MOHCTpaAMu."

"Bl cpaXanuch C OTCTYIIHUKaMu?"

"MEI D0 CHX TIOp CpaxaeMcs. Mbl o6y4aeM Halll KJIaH UX BOMHAM. MBI TepsieM IOYTH BCe BPeMsi, HO
HAIIIK JIIONY CTAHOBSITCS CUIbHee. Halu 3eMIu MOTYT OBITh MSITY€e, HO OTMTACHOCTH PABHEI
6ecmionHbIM, ecnu He Oosbite. KopTa, m03Bojib MHE paccKa3ath Tebe cekpeT. Mel 6opeMcs ¢
apMUSIMU JBYHOTHX MTOYTHU eXKeMecsyHo. MBI 60peMcst Kaxk/yio Hefeslio He TOJIbKO MPOTUB [1eCcKOB,
HO U TIPOTHUB JIIOfEN, KOTOPHIE He SBISIOTCS JIIOAbMHU. MBI OEePKUM TUHUIO C HECKOIBKUMU APYTUMU
kKnaHaMmu. CeBep uMeeT 0oyiee XKeCTKUM KITUMAT U XKHU3Hb MOXKET OBITh CJI0KHEE, HO MBI CUJTBHEE, YEM
BBI, IOTOMY 4YTO MBI TepIuM Oosbine. He Xo04y cka3aTh, YTO BBl C1a0Bl, HO CEBepsiHEe YacTo 3a0LIBAlOT,
yTO Hac u3 [IecKoB elle Ha3bIBal0T KOBAHLIMU BOMHAMU. "

"$1 He 3HaJ 00 3TOH BOMHE, B KOTOPOU BHL CPaXKaeTech. Y MeHs 6yoeT MHOTO CJIOB, UTOOHI CKa3aTh
MO€eMy Hapoxny. Bo3M0KHO, MPHUIIIO BpeMs AJIs IIJIEMEH BEPHYThCS U MIPUCOETUHUTHCS K KJTaHaM."



"MoxeT OBbITh, CpazkKeHUs MPOIIIKA He 04eHb XopoIro. HaM Owl mpuroguiack mapa MyK4HUH C Ballle
cTOpoHH [TeckoB. BO3M0XKHO, yBUIEB HECKOJIBKO CEBEPSH, MBI BCE PAaBHO YBUAMM KPOBb TeHEU
JII0feN, KOTOPhIe 2KejaloT BOMTHU B HalM 3eMiu. Halla BoiiHa BefleTCs Ha MHOTUX (DpPOHTaX, ¥ BaM He
HY2KHO 0ECIIOKOUTHCSI B 9TOT MOMEHT BpeMeHHU, Mbl 60peMcs ¢ HUMHU 3a TO, UTO OHHU IIPOIIJIK Hallle
BpEMSI, U g IyMalo, UTO OHU 3TO fAejaioT. Mel 6yfieM TOTOBE IIOMOYb BaM B TPYHOHbEIE BpeMeHa."

"¢l mocMOTpIO, YTO 51 MOTY CHefaTh, YTOOH YOEeOuTh CTapetInH ero. 3Ta HOBOCTb He 0YEeHb XOPOIIIO0
M3BECTHA Ha ceBepe. ITO Bce MeHseT. [1maHbl CpaKeHU CEBEPHBIX MIeMEH CUUTAIOT KITaHbI
cnabeiMu. ITO 3a0MyKaeHne, KOTOPOro Mul 6osbile He OymeM genath. Temeps g He 04eHb 000Ch. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MBI CBSI3aHHI CefYac, ¥ 9TO Bceraa OblyIo TO, YTO TOp CYMTAET CaMbIM CHJIBHEIM Y BCEX
mogen."

"M&1 ckopo OymeM cBsi3aHbl, CyBapu Toxke OYIyT 4acThiO0 Hallel cuibl. [1o mpaBae ropops, HaMm
IIOMOTaloT, U MBI TOMoOraeM KiaHy CyBapu yKe MHOTO JIeT. ITO ellle OgHa IIpUYKHa, I04YeMy Balll
Coro3 OB XOPOIIEH uaeel. Mos cecTpa - 9T0O MHOTO 9MOINH, HO laXkKe B €e CeHTUMEHTAJIbHEIEe
BpeMeHa OHa TaKas XkKe XOJIOgHas U pacueT/ivBasi, KakK MyCTHIHHASA TafioKa. OTO OfHA Belllb, KOTOPYIO
HEKOTOphle 3a0bIIN, KOTla OHa IocTapena. [1ycTh Bce Ha ceBepe 3HAIOT, YTO TOp BCe ellle 0CTpa, OHa
3a/IbeT 9TH IIECKU KPOBBIO MI060T0, KTO MIPUYMHUIT OBl Bpex ee Hapoxdy. Top 3meck"”, - cKa3all OH, Koraa
BHE3AITHO TUIIKHA yIlajia ¥ 0CTajlaCh HEIPEPHIBHOM, 3a UCKIIIDYEHHUEM [JOJICOT0 BAOXA.

Cectpa Top Bolmen B manaTKy, 4 oHa Ovlna gpyroi. OHa He BHITJISAMENa CTapoy, Kak paHbine. OHa
BHITJIIEIIa KaK KEeHIIWHA B CBOM ISTHAECAT. ITO OBIJIO UTO-TO B €e JINIle WiIH B ee omexae. OHa
HOCHJIa TEMHO-CHHMY XaJiaT IMOYTH YEePHOI0 IIBETa, ¥ KOT{la OHAa JBUTajIach, XauaT 01ecTes, Kak
OynTo oHa HOCHUJIa HOYb Ha ee Tese. To, 4To 3acTaBuio AKkaHa U KopTy cTaTh HENOJBUXKHEIMU, OHU
BUIETU CTpOoiHOe Gefipo, Korfa oHa fABuranack. OHa Obllla CTapOM, HO 9TO BHTJIAAENO TaK, Kak O0yaTo
ee BO3pacT OB TTaMypoM, KOTOPEIM OHa Hafiena. OHa Oblla He yKpallleHa AparoleHHOCTSIMH, HO ee
KpacoTa Orlia HeomucyeMon. Terneps oHa Obiyta Beiie. OHa OblIa BEIIIE, Y€M JBOE MYKYKUH, KOTOPEIE
cunenu TaM. Ee BEICOXIIIee TeJl0 paHbllle Temephb Ka3anock 6onee GuUrypHeiM. [IBoe MyKUHH,
CHJIEBIIINX B KOHIIE ITaJIaTKH, CMOTPEJIN Ha Hee ¢ BUCAIMKUME pTamu. OHa Obl/la BeJIMKOJIeIIHA.
EnuHCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM, KOTOPBEIM CTapas XKeHIIHHA A0 9TOr0 MOTJIa OBITh MPU3HaHa 3TOMH
IIPEeKPaACHOM XKEHIIUHOM, ObIIM ee TJ1a3a. ITHU I'Jla3a BCe ellle OBIIM OCTPLIMU U IIeIKUMHU. ITO OblNla
KpacoTa, KOTopas IpUIIlia U3-TI0f] ee KOXKHU. ITO Oblsla KpacoTa ee cuibl. CHavasla OHa He MOfoIIa K
OBYM MyX4YKWHaM. BMeCTo 3TOro oHa IIOfOIIIa K YeJI0BEKY, KOTOPHIY BHITTISAE] KPalHe CMYIIIEHHBIM,
a He TIOTPSICEHHBIM.

"3mpaBCTBYH, ChIH", - CKa3asa Top. He Ka3ai0Cch BEXKIUBBEIM aXKe CYUTATh €e CTapllerd CeCTPOur
AxaHa.

"Ia, yBaxkaemasi MaTh. UTO s MOTY [IJIs Bac cheiaTh?" OH CIpocui 6e3 KaKux-1ubo 3MOIHH, Jaxe
KOTZla APYTue Ka3alauch YOUBJIEHHBIMYU, HO OH HUYEro He IMOKa3biBajl Ha CBOEM JIHIle, KpOMe CKYKH.

"ChIH, THI HEUCTBUTEILHO [OIKEH HayYUThCS pacciabnsaThcs. Tak Kak xKe MHe BRITJIAAeTh? S xoTena
nopo6path Tebe omexnay".- OHa yNIbIOHYIAch CBIHY ¥ ogMHUTHYTa. OHa TOBOPHIa TUXUMU TOHAMH,
KOTOpBIE MOT YCIIBIIIATh TOJILKO ee ChIH. HUKTO He MoCMeeT IBITaThCS CIyIIaTh Pa3rOBOPH BEIUKOU
Top. [Jaxke B Takol (opMe OHa M3JIydaja aBTOPUTET JIUfepa KilaHa.

"VBaxkaeMasi MaTh, Pa3yMHO JI¥ ITIOKa3bIBaTh 3[€Ch CBOIO UCTUHHYIO Gpopmy?"
"MoxeT OBITb, MOXKET OBITh, HET, CKaXKU MHE, KakK 5 BBITJISAKY?"

"Mama", - cka3an ['ypeH, Korga ero rjia3a MeTaJIuCh BJIEBO U BIIPABO B [TIOMCKaX ITIOMOIY, HO OH 3HATI,
YTO OH HUYETO He MOXKeT IOIpPoCcUuTh. Ero MaTh OblIa TaKoi Ke CBOEHPaBHOU, KaK U OH, KOTHa [ejo



motno mo 3toro. OH IMoKaydaJj roJIoBOM B CBOEM yMe. Ts1Keno Obisio OBITh YJIEHOM KJlaHa U CHIHOM. "ThH
XOPOIIO BBITTIANUIIB. "

"9T0 OBIIIO HE TaK CIOXKHO, He TaK nu? ChIH, eC/IM HUKTO He MMPETEHAYeT Ha HEeBECTY, S HOJIXKHa
npennoXuTh Tebe. Thl cornacuubcs?”

IIA?II

"HeBaxHO, TH OOJIXK€eH NPUHATH." OHa 3aroBopHUsia CO CTalbio B rojioce. TeM He MeHee, OHa Ka3ajach
CMYILeHHOX CBOEM KOMaHOOM.

"9T0 OymeT 1o BalleMy IpuKa3y, TuAep KiaHa", - X0JI0OAHO cKa3asl ['ypeH. 9To OBIN ellle ONUH U3 TEX
nHeii. OH B3OXHYT B CBoeM pa3yMe. OH 3HaJI, 4TO JOJIKEH YTO-TO CKa3aTh, U OH 3TO CHeall.
"YBaxaeMasi MaTh, He IOVMUTe MeHS HelIPaBUJIbHO. {1 IPUHSAI 3TO TOJIBKO II0TOMY, YTO, KaK MOSI
MarTh, BH He IPUYMHUTE MHe Bpe[a CBOMMU IIpHKa3aMu. 4 NprHUMAalo, IOTOMY 4TO 3HAl0 O Balllel
mo6Bu Ko MHe." OH yBU[IeNl TE€Hb, IIepeCceKalollyio ee rina3a. EMy ObIJI0 UHTEPECHO, YTO OH CKa3an
HeTIPaBUJIbHO.

"Oyens xopo1o", - ckasasa Top ycTaBLIUM I'oj10coM. JIMIIL HEMHOTYE II0YYyBCTBOBa/IU 3T0. M nuiib
HEeMHOTHe MOTJIM OLIyTHATh CKOPOb B KageHLKU ee royioca. OH TOBOPHII 0 ee M00BU K HeMy. OH
HHUYEro He TOBOPUII O CBoel JTo0BH K Hell. OHa Oblsla YBEpPEHA, UTO ee He cymecTByeT. OHa OBl
OCTaHOBHJA Bce 3TO ceriyac. OHa Obiyta TopoM, UepT Bo3bMH. Y Hee Oblla CHJIa, U OHA TeIeph €10
Brapgena. OHa cKa3asa rpoMko. "4 - Top. f ucnonb3oBana GopMy, KOTOPYIO BBl BCE IPOUTHOPUPYETE
[JIS yIydIlleHus KjlaHa, HO Temepb S OTIIYCTHIIA 3TOT riaMyp. A He OyOy mpeacenaTeIbCTBOBATh Ha
cBapib0e, MOX0XKeW Ha MOPIIMHUCTYIO CTAPYIIKY. {1 XKeHIUHA, U [ 9TOT0, T0XKaIyHCTa, II03BOJIbTE
MHe OBITH TIec/iaBHOMU. [IycTh HeBecTa BougeT." OHa mogouina K CBOO0IHOMY MeCTy Iocpenu AKaHa
u KopTel. OHU BCe ellle BHTIISAEeIN IOTPSICeHHBIMU, DTOT0 COOBITHS HE 0XKUOAI0Ch. AKaH ITBITAJICS
OHATH BCe 3T0. Ero uHpopManoHHas CeTb HUYEro U3 3TOr0 He npeacKa3biBana. OH 3HaJ, YTO OHa
CTapIlle ero, HO He 3HaJI, UYTO OHa 3HaeT 3aK/IMHaHue OMOJI0KeHus. YepT, TonbKo ['ypeH, Ka3anocs,
IIPUBHIK K 3TOMYy. KopTa He CIUIIKOM MHOTO 00 3ToM myMars. OH mojaraji, 4To 3TO uMeeT cMbIC. OH
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha OJHO JINII0, KOTOPO€e He CMYTHIIO BCe 3TO, ¥ OH MOHI. OHa XoTesna OBITh B CBOEH
UCTUHHOU (hopMe [Jisi cBoero chiHa. OH He OBINT yBEPEH, YTO €r0o No4Yb BeIOepeT ['ypeHa, HO OH 3HaI,
YTO eCThb YTO-TO, YTO TOp IIJTAaHMPOBaJia, YTOOR rapaHTUPOBATh, YTO I'ypeH OyneT BHIOpaH.

Bce BonmHeHUS MpeKpaTUINCh, KOTa Bollsla HeBecTa. OHa Oblla B KpacHOM. KpacHBbIH IIBET CBeXel
KpoBH OBLT IIBETOM ee ofexKabl. Korma oHa Bolllna, BCe IIOYYBCTBOBAJIM 3allax CBexkuX Po3. OHa Onlla
OMBITa ¥ IIOMa3aHa XeHIMHaMu KjiaHa. OHa Ka3ajach YBEPEHHOU B CBOUX IIarax. Ho oHa Takxke
cnerka gpozxkana. Korpa oHa mogoiia K CBOeMY MECTY, OBIJIO SICHO CJIBIIITHO MSTKUM 3BOH HOXKHBIX
OpacneTtoB. OHa Oblsia 3aByajIipoBaHa TakK, 4YTO OBIIM BUOHEL TOJIHKO €€ TIjla3a, J0Ka3aTeIbCTBO
OaropogHoOM KpoBu. M3-11of KalliolI0Ha MAaHTUH BHIIEJISIINCH HECKOIBKO MPSiAel MaJIMHOBLIX BOJIOC,
TOTO e IIBeTa ee MaHTUH. [laxke ofesHUs, KaKUMHU Okl 00BeMHBIMU OHU HY OBIJTH, He CKPHIBAJIA TOTO
¢dakxTa, 4TO OHa OBINa MPOIOPIKMOHAbHA KeHIuHe. OHa, Ka3anoch, OblJIa HEMHOTO MeHbliIe, yeM Top
BO BCEX MECTaX, IIe MyKUYKWHHBI X0TeIu O0IbIIKNX MpoIopLuii. TeM He MeHee, OHa BHITTISEIa
OOBOJIbHO KPaCHBOM.

"Hy, XBaTUT TapalliThCS Ha MYyXK4HH ", - mpoOopMoTas AKaH, HO ero MPUKa3Hl IIJIK BOJIb BCEX
MYXKYUH, KOTOPHIE OBIJIM TPOCTO MPUHSATH purypoi Topa, a 3aTeM 61arofaThio 3TOU KEHIUHEL.
KoneuHo, oHa Oblna MPU30M Cpefy MPU30B, KOTOa [eJI0 OO0 [0 TOro, YToOk OBITh HEBECTOMU. Benb
oHa Okrlna ¢ ceBepa. CeBepsiHe NOJIXKHBI ObIIM UMETh CTalb B KPOBHU. BBIIO OBl 3MOPOBO UMETH
HEBECTY, YbM JeTH UMeJH OBl CTalb B CBOEH KPOBHU. BOT moueMy Bce MyKUYKMHH OB 37eCh. KOHEUHO,
['ypeH u Mnafre MaabYyuKy OBUIM 3[IeCh TONTbKO pafu Tpapunuu. OHU OBUIM YBEPEHBI, UTO OHU HE
UTPalOT HUKAKOM POJIK, IT03TOMY OHU OBINTK ONMKe K KOHITy KOJIOHHBI MyKUMH, HanboJiee maneKkux OT



HEBECTHI. preH BHITIIAOEII TaK, KaK 6YI[TO mobon HOpHJIO‘-IHBIfI YeJIOBEK OOHAXKIbI IIOBEPHYIJICA,
YTOOHI JIETKO B3rJIAHYTE HAd 3aJHIOIO0 9aCTh IIAJIATKH. CO6BITI/IH, KOTOPEIE PA3BITPAIIUCH 6BI, nazxe C
MaMHUHBIMHU CJIOBaMH €TI0 HUKaK He KaCaJluCh.

OHa He momxkHa Oblna ObITh ero. OH 3HaJI, YTO II0 3BYKY BIOXa, KaK cTapImue 0ojee IOOXOISIIe
JKEHUXU CHU[IeNIH TIpsiMee, BHTIISINEeN CTPOXKeE U BO BCEM [IeJie BRITJISAeNN KaK MyKYKWHEI BIIaCTH U
nonioxkeHus. Hy, 3To He MoxkeT OBITh Tak 1my10x0. OH IeNCTBUTENHHO He [yMaJl, YTo Jito0ast XKeHInHa
BeIOEpET ero. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Y HEro He ObIJIO T'J1a3 ABOPSH WM HaOmiofaTesei, u y Hero He ObII0
HHUKAKOM BJIACTH B CBOEM KJIaHE, KPOMe TOT'0, YTO OH OBIJT CHIHOM JIUAEepa. ITO HUYEro He 3HAYHIO.
OH paccnabuncs. EMy He mpHIIUIOCh OBl UCIIOHATH CJIOBO, JAHHOE ero MaTepHu. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, YTO
MOXKeT IIOUTH He Tak?

"JTrogu Topa, g mojaralo, YTO BBl 3HAETE, II0YeMy MHI 3[eCh. Y HaC eCThb IIpedjI0KeHle PYKU U cepalla
ot mnemenu CyBapu. [Io HECKOIBKMM MTPUYMHAM 3TO He 0ObIYHas cBafb0a, a YTO-TO OUeHb
IIPECTUXKHOE 1 BaxKHOE. ¢l He XOTes TpaTUTh BpeMs Ha CJI0Ba, HO HeBeCTa X0TeJjla CKa3aTh HECKOJIbKO
CJIOB, TIpeXk[e YeM OHa IIOMPOCUT OfHY M3 BallluX PYK B Opake. { 3Ha10, 0OBIYHO BB, MYKUHNHE,
MeeTe IIpaBO CIPOCUTH, HO TeIeph 5 CYell ee MOOXOAsIIe! CIIPOCUTh. BaM He Hy>KHO TOBOPUTH "ma",
€CJIY BBl HE XOTUTEe TOBOPUTH "Ha". ITO meno ceppla, a He rocymapcTBa.” OHa IMOCMOTpena Ha CBOEro
CBhIHA, KOTOPHIM HEBOJIBHO XMBIKHYJI HA 9TH CJI0Ba. HUKTO G0JIbIlle HE CIIBIIIAT €70, HO 3TO BCE PABHO
o110 Tpo6IEMOH, ecnii OH cMesisics. OHa Oblyla B pexkuMe Juaepa KiaHa npsmo ceiiyac. "Tak,
xkenmnmHa CyBapH, TOoBOpH CBOM cioBa ".- OHa cKa3asa u cefna. Kopra cpa3y mobiengHen. 1o He OBIIO0
3amiaHupoBaHo. Ero qoub, Kak oHa Oblna IpeKpacHa B ero ria3ax, He Oblla JUCOM, KoTfia feyio
motno mo cimoB. OH 3Ha 9To. AKaH OBIJ B IIIOKE, KOTIa HEBECTa Hadalla TOBOPUT.

"Mens 30ByT AMpa CyBapu."OHa roBopuia HepeluTeabHO, Kak OyATo OBIIO YTO-TO, Uero OHa
6osimack B TOT MOMeHT. "Kak M3BECTHO MOMM yBaXkKaeMbIM XKeHHUXaM, S BCIO XKU3Hb IIPOXKHUIIa B
CeBepHoii mycTOImH. f1 TaKXkKe CoxKajer 0 IIo00M HapyLUIeHUH ITOBeIeHusI, KOTOPOe MOT'YT IIOBJIeYh 3a
c060¥ MOU CJI0OBA UJIM MOU [EeSTHUS B TeUeHue 3Toro speMeHu." Ee ronoc Ol IPUATHEIM, HO Oblsia
CHUJIa B ee CJI0Bax, Kak Ol IIaTKO OHM He BHIXOOUIH. "Y MeHs eCTh [IBa CEKPETa, [IBe 3aBECHl, KOTOPHIE
g MONKHa CKa3aTh, IpeXke YeM 5 MOT'Y ITOIIPOCUTH PYKY TI000T0 YenloBeka. 1 He Takas, KakK MOU
JIIOAY MOTYT XOT€Th, YTOOHI BBl MeHs BUAeNH." ITo OBIJIO TaK, Kak OyATO OHa cobupasa CBOIO
BHYTPEHHIOIO CUJTy [ KaKOM-TO KOH(GPOHTAIIMY, KOTOpas ellle OoJIXKHa Oblja Mpou30UTu. "f He
MMeI0 IpaBa OBITH 01arOPOIHO POKIEHHOM, U S BUeJIa [ABafllaTh TPH JIeTa C TeX 0P, KaK s BIIEPBHIE
ponmuiach 3UMOM Ha ceBepe." Jlaxke KOT{la OHa CKa3aJia CBOHM CJIOBa, M3MEeHeHHs OBl OYeBUOHEL Ee
rna3a Oy[To IIOTeMHENH, HO HUKTO He BUMEN 3TOro. Tak 4To 9T0 OBUIO APyroe 3aKiInHaHUe. ITU
rna3a ObIJIK JI0XKBIO, HO YecTh OblIa COXpaHeHa, TakK KakK OHa BHIIIIA € ITpaBpol. OHa 3aKphijia UX,
yTOOHI CJIe3Hl He oKa3biBanmuch. OHa paccKkasajla 0 CBOeM HCTUHHOM BO3pacTe [ABaAIlaTH TPeX JeT,
KOTOPHIN OBLT CTaphIM cpenu monei. OOBIYHO KEHIITMHE! BEIXOOUIN 3aMy2K OKOJIO MSATHAALATH. ITO
O3Hayaso, 4YTO OHa OblJIa OTBEPTHYTa C ceBepa. ITO OO0 HETTPUEMIIEMO.

KopTa mokayas rojioBoi. 9TO He JOJIKHO OBIIO0 TAaK MPOOJIKATLCS. AKaH JEHCTBUTENILHO XOTell ObITh
He TaKUM, KaKuM OH Obi ceiiuac. OH He Mor mymaTh. Top He ynuBuiack. OHa MOJO3peBaja 3TO UK
XoTesa, YToObl APyTHe AyMaJid, YTO OHA [T0Jo3peBasa 3T0. BMecTo 3Toro oHa yneiOHYyIach. IT0 OBIIa
npusTHas ynei0ka. OHA He BOJTHOBAACh. MyKYUHEI, KOTOpPEIEe OBIIM TOTOBEL HAlaCTh Ha
IpeaIoXeHrue PyKy U CePMlla, CAeNaay TPy Inara Ha3an. OHY UMeNTH IIPaBo ¥ OBLTH IPYTHE
JKEHIIWHbI, KOTOPEIE MOTJIH Ol 3aHATh MECTO 3TOU CTApO¥ AeBH. [[axe ecnu Obl OHa GBITA
IIpeKpacHa, 3TO He CTOMIO Okl TOTO, UTOOBI He UMETh YeCTH OT 3Toro Opaka. OHa maxe He Obla
6maropoguoi. Ecniu Ovl y Hee OBLIM Takue rila3a, ee Bo3pacT He Ovin O mpobiemoii. Tenepsb OBLI0
OYEBUMIHO, YTO Te, KTO UMEJI IIPaBo, He BEICTYNSAT. HeKOoTOphIe U3 HUX OBUIM TOTOBEI IOCBITUTD CE0sT
3TOH CTapyxe, IIOTOMY YTO OHHU 3HAJIA, YTO OHU MOTYT MCKATh MMyHKT B 3aKOHAX, YTOOHI MONTyYUTh
IPYTYIO XKeHy, YTOOBI CeaTh AeTei. ITOo GBI MIaH, KOTOPHIM MPUAyMand HEKOTOPhIE 3 CaMbIX
GeCIpUHIMITHEIX U3 HUX. TOP 3HAsa 3TO ¥ OHA YJIBIOHYIACk.



"WTak, oHa OblJTa MOCTAaTOYHO CMeJIOH, YTOOBI BEICKA3BIBATh CBOE MHEHHE. §1 TapaHTHUPYIO, YTO 3TOT
Opak OymeT CBsI3aH C XXKU3HBIO. HUKTO Ipyroi HUKOrHa He OymeT CMeUInBaTh II000Bh ¥ KU3Hb 3TON
JKeHIMHEL. Tak 4To Tereph BBl MOXKETe OTKPHITH I'1a3a pebeHKy. OHM JOMKHBEI BUIETh, KOTO OHH
cobupatorcst BeIOpaTh." OHA rOBOPHIIA C JIF0O0BLIO, HO CJI0BA OBIIM MOCTATOYHO XKECTKUMHU. ITO OBLIU
3aKOHBI IJIs TOKU3HEHHOU CBsi3u. He OBIyI0 OBl HY MYKYUHBI, HU KEHIITWHE HU 715 MyKa, HU A7IS
XKeHHl. JIo6oe oTKIoOHEHUe OT 6paka OymeT o3HayaTh CMEPTh. ITO TOXKe He Oblla CMEPTH OT BIACTEH,
3T0 ObIsT CBSTOM THEB. B oTiuyne oT OpakoB, B KOTOPHIX COEOUHSIIUCE YMHEI M TeJla XKeHUXa U
HEBECTHI, UX OYIIU TaKXKe COeOUHSIINCEH Y3aMU XKU3HU. MexKay TogbMU He ObIJIO CBSI3U XKU3HU 60Jiee
cTa jeT. ITOo OBLIO IIOTOMY, UTO JIIOOY 3HAIM, UTO OHU HE COBEPIIEHHH, U UCKYIIeHUS IIJIOTH UHOTIA
OBLTH TPENTIOYTUTEIILHEE.

"T'ocrioxa Top, 9T0 HecnpaBenIuBo. {1 yXKe HeIpUrogHa KaK HeBeCTa, ¥ 9TO TapaHTUPYET, YTO HUKTO
He 3aX04eT XKeHUThCS Ha MHe. Brl HeclipaBe[IUBLL 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K HUM U KO MHe. { 6yny
yIOBJIETBOPEHA KaK HaJ0XKHUIA, faxe eCclii y Hac OygeT CO3 MeXAy HalIUMH JII0AbMHU."

"IIuTs, mepKu POT Ha 3aMKe", - m00e3H0 cka3aja Top. CioBa OBIIM PE3KUMHU, HO MBIC/IE OBIIa
noOpoii. JTa geByIlIKa cTpadaja yxe, g;ymana Top paccessHHO. ITO OBIJIO BpeMs, KOTfia OHa uMesia
HEKOTOPYI0 pagocTh. OHa He X0Tela, YTOOH 3TOro pebeHKa 3arHajyu Tyha, roe He OBII0 HUKAaKOu
mio6BH. Y ee ckiHa OBIJIO TAK MHOTO, YTO OH MOT OaTh, ¥ OH PEOKO MaBaJl. BO3MOXKHO, 3Ta CTpaHHAas
IeBYIIIKa C CeBepa CTaHeT KJII0UYOM K 0CBOOOXKIEHUIO ee ChiHa. B mo6oM ciny4ae, ['ypeH He O3BOIUT
eil YyBCTBOBATh ceOsi HexkenaHHOM. OH He cTaj Obl 3TOrO fienaTh. "4 yKe roBopuia. f He BO3bMY
CBOM cyioBa o0paTHO. Bribepu Ampy."

"Ila, F'ocnoxa Top." Oxa mouTu npoirenTana oTBeT. OHa Hayalla UCKaTh KOT0-TO, KOTO €€ Ceplle
IIOCYUTAET NOCTOMHBEIM XKeHrUxoM. OHa ycrokousa cBoe cepaie. OHa He Morya cebe 3TOT0 TTO3BOJIUTE.
BMmecTo 3TOT0O OHA MCKajla KOro-TO, KTO IpuHsI Obl ee. M OHa Hayalla BUETh MyKYMH, ITLITAThCS
TOBOPUTH C HUMU CBOMMU TJIa3aMHU.

Hu oguH U3 HUX, Ka3aI0Ch, He ObII TOTOB BCTYIIUTh C Hel B CBsi3b. OHa HE MOTIJIa BUHUTH UX. B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OHa OblJTa HEOOCTATOYHO X0OpoIia s BceX. C 3aMupaHueM CepAlia OHa IPOoaoJKaa
IIPOCHUTH, YMOJISITh KOTO-TO MIPUHSTH €e. ITOTO He HOJIZKHO OBITIO CTy4YUThHCS. [Jaxke C ee CEKpeToM, ee
mpaBabl OBITIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOR 00peys ee.

['ypen 6vl1 cMyiieH. Ero MaTh X0Tena, 4TOOH OH KeHUICs Ha Hell. OH He TaK MHOTO AyMaJj 00 3ToM,
HO OH OBLT YBepeH, 4To OHa Oblyla CIMIIKOM XOPOIla Al Hero. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH TOJIBKO YTO
IOCTUT BO3pacTa 3penocTu. He GbII0 HUKAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTOOBI OH CMOT B35ITh HEBecTy. 3
TOTO, YTO OH BUAEJ, OH 3HaJI, UYTO OHa TOT0 cTOUT. OH MOT OBl TaK CKa3aTh. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa
Oblya ¢ ceBepa, OHa He Obly1a OBl TAaKOM, KaK OCTabHBIE 3fech. OHa Oblta OB yIPSIMON U CUIBHOU. ITO
Ob1710 OBI XOPOIIIO AJISI XKU3HU 3[eCh. MOXKET, OH CIIPOCUT, €CTh JIU y Hee cecTpa Uiy Ky3uHa. OH
CMOTPEJ IPsIMO Tepen coOoi. Briyo OB HEXOPOIIIO JIOBUTH ee B3I, KoHeuHo, el HyKeH OBIJT KTO-TO
OruxKe K ee BO3pacTy.

OHa ycTaBHUJIaCh, ¥ TOJILKO OJIMH B3TJISAM, Ka3ajl0Ch, HE OTPHIBAJICS OT Hee. MOXKeT ObITh, 3TO ITIOTOMY,
YTO OH CMOTPEJ BIepen. ToIbKO eMy Ka3ajioch, YTO 9TO OTKPOBEHUE 00 3TOM CBS3U COBCEM He
6ecmokouno ero. Ha maHHBIN MOMEHT 3TO He UMeJio 3HadueHus. C TaKUM CyMacCUIe[IINM YCIOBUEM,
CBSI3AaHHHIM C ee COrjlallleHueM, OHa MOTJla IIPOCTO BEICTPEIUTD B JTI00OTO YeI0BeKA, U OTBET He OymeT
OTJIMYATBLCS OT TOTO, YTO, KaK OHA 3Haja, OyoeT ©UMeTh MeCcTo. ITo OBIT IIpoBan anbsHca. OHa
yIIpaBisiyia cBouM cepaieM. OHa crpocumna 0sl 060 3ToM. MoXKeT, OHa yHIeT II0CJie 3TOT0 OTKas3a. "4
cherana CBOM BEIOODP CEPAIEM U T'0JIOBOM. £ ObI CIIPOCHUIA, HE XOYET JIU YEJIOBEK B 3TUX TEMHBIX
oflexkMax B3SIThb MeHs B HeBecTy." OHa roBopuja POBHEIMU TOHAMM, OKU[as YCIBIIIATh 0TKa3 B
royoce 3Toro uejgoBeka. OHa roToBUIach K 60/IM, Korfga ed oTka3biBanu. OHa 3Haja, YTO 3TO MPUMAET,
HO 6011b He OymeT yterkoii. 00 3TOM OHa 3HajIa 0YeHb XOPOIIIO.
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