['maBa BTOpas: BcTpeua.
I'me 4...
Y10 3TO 38 MECTO...

MepnieHHO NIPUXOMS B CO3HAHMUE OH CTaJl OTJISIABIBATh IIPEAMETHI, ero OKpykKaBiire. Bc€, 4To oH Mor
BUIETH, OBITI0 O€3rpaHUYHON THMOM, CJIOBHO BOKPYT CYIIECTBOBAJIO JIUIIL OMYCTOIIEHHOE
ITPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM HET HU MBICTIEN, HU YYBCTB, faXe HU MaJIeUIIero maTHHIIKA CBETa.

Tak BOT Ha 4TO ITOX0XKa CMEPTh?...

Korga MbIC/Ih O CMePTH IIOCETHUIA eT0 CO3HAHKe, OH He OBbIJT HallyraH UM BCTPEBOXKEH, He ObIIO maxke
YyBCTBa COXKaJIeHHUs, OH fJaxe OIIyTHI pacciabieHre BIepPBHIE 3a JONIroe BpeMsi, Kak OyaTo cOpocun
C T1ey TsAXKENyio Homry. OH BHOBB IIOJTYYUT BO3MOXKHOCTH YBUIETh CBOMX OTLIA XU MaTh, XOTS OTIIa OH
TIOYTH He ITOMHUJI, EMy OYeHb XOTeJI0Ch OBl eT0 Pa3rIsigeTh.

«IlocroiiTe, 5 ... yMep?...9Tu rpebdaHble yOIIOAKYA yOUIU MeHs!»

BcnoMHUB 0 TOM, KaK OH yMeD, OH MPUIIET B SPOCTh, KPOBb BCKUIIETIA B €T0 XKUJIaX U Y HETO
BO3HUKJIO I'PO3HOE XKeJlaHUe CXKedb BECh 3TOT Iafikuil ropof [0 TIa.

Ho MbIcibh 04eHb OBICTPO paccesiyiach, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH y2Ke ObLT MEPTB.

[To6pomyB HEMHOT'O B TYCTOM MpakKe, OH 00HAPYXKUII, YTO OO CHUX ITOP HEe MOXKET HAaWTH XOTh Yero-
mn00, YTO yKa3biBajo OBl Ha ero MecTo HaX0XKOEeHHU .

Bcé€ BRITTISIAENO TaK, CIOBHO OH IIPOBAJIMIICS B IIyCTOTY.

«As3...pa...2nb»

«4T0? 31mech ecTh KTO-TO eIIe?»

«Unn...»

«Wou? Kakoro uépra? { e HU 4epTa HE BUXKY!»

Tonoc mpo3ByYas Kak TUXO0e IIeliTaHue, U OH BCE HUKAaK He MOTY YJIOBUTL €0 CJIOB.

K coxanenuio, mociue HEKOTOPHIX ITIOMCKOB, OH HE CMOT' yCTAaHOBUTB, OTKydad UCXOOUT 3TOT
3arafj0yHBIM I'0JI0C, HO YYBCTBOBAJI €TI0 TaAK, CJIOBHO OH O4Y€Hb JaJIEKO Ha PAaCCTOAHHNHU U B TO XK€
BpeMs HEBEPOSATHO 6J'II/I3KO, IIpsAMO 3a HUM.

JTro6oi HOpMaHLHHﬁ YEJIOBEK, SaCTpHBHII/II;I B TEMHOM, HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe, HayaJl Okl IIyraTtbeCa U
HEMHOTI'O BBIXOOUTH U3 Ce65{, TEePATH CaMOO6J'IaJIaHI/Ie.

Ho y Hero 6bI710 COBEPILIEHHO HHOE COCTOSIHKE, 32 MHOTHE TOJIbl M30JIMPOBAHHOMN KU3HU OH HAYYUIICS
IPUHUMATh OQUHOYECTBO U YyeIUHEHHEe KaK YTO-TO a0COJIIOTHO eCTeCTBEHHOe - Ha CAaMOM fiejie, OH
maxke HacJlaXkOasics 3TUM - ¥ XOTSI TeMHOTa O4eHb cOMBasia ero ¢ TOJIKY, OH HUKaK He MOT e€
M3MEHUTh, @ YTO KACaeTCs N0 CTPAHHOTO I'0JI0Ca, TO TOJI0C MOT ObI 00BSICHUTH BCE MMPOUCXOISIIEE.

«Cset? [loueMy g ero 3amedarn?»

OH 3Har, 4To IIPOM3OIIIIIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, TaK KaK PaHbIEe 3TOr0 CB€Ta 30€Chk HE OBLII0, HO €My II0-



IIPeXKHEeMY HYKHbI OBIIM OTBETHI, I09TOMY OH BCE PABHO ITOJIaBUJI CBOM ITOMO3PEHUS U OPOCUIICS T10
HaIlpaBJIEHUIO K CEPeOprUCTOMY CBETY.

[TpoGexaB KakKoe-TO BpeMsi, OH 00HapPyKuJI, UTO He cTaJl O71XKe K CBeTYy.
«[ToueMy ke g He CTQHOBIIOCH OIIuKe?»

Kak 651 6bICTPO OH He 0Oezkas, OH He MOT IPUONIU3UTHCSA K CBETY, OH COBEPIIEHHO BHIOUIICS U3 CUJI, HO
cBeT OB Jaxke eIé [Jasbllle, YeM B TOT MOMEHT, KaK OH Hayall K HeMy 0exaTb.

He 4yBCTBYI0 HHOTO BBHIXOfia, OH CTa/l B OTYasIHUM B3hIBATh K HEMY:

«ITocToit! TwI 3HaEMNIL, YTO 3TO 38 MECTO?»

U B 9TO MTHOBEHHE, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAB €ro MPU3LIB, CBET OCTAHOBUIICS U II€pPeCTall YCKOIb3aTk.
YBuUpeB 3T0, OH Cpa3y XKe MOBEeCEJIeNI X B TO XK€ BPeMs Y HETO BO3HUKJIX OllaCeHus.

On IIpogoJIzKail OexkaThb K CBETY OO0 TEX II0P, IIOKa He MOoAOOoLIeNI JOCTaTOYHO OIM3KO [IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
pasrndageThb, 4YTO 3TO 6b1710. OH HEBOJIPHO 3aMEMJIUIICST U OCTAHOBUIICS.

«KT10 310?»

XoTst A3pasinb ¥ paHbIlle JOTafbIBaICs, UTO TaM €CTh KTO-TO IIOMHMO HET0, 3TO OTKPHITHE eTo0
HECKOJIbKO CMYTHJIO, B 0COOEHHOCTH TO, YTO OH He BUMIEJI B PyKaX YeJIOBeKa JlaMIy U (oHaps,
KOTOPEIE MOTJIH OBl JaBaTh 3TO MeplLaliee cepeOpUCToe CBeUeHNe, eMY JaxKe Ka3aioCh, YTO caM
YyeJIoBEeK BeCh COTKAH U3 CBETA U CHSIIL.

Bcé 6nmuxe u 6nuxKe mpubIuKasch K HE3HAKOMITY, OH cOaBIIsiyI CKOPOCTD, IT0KA HAaKOHEI] COBCEM He
OCTAHOBUIICS.

Yewm GuzKe OH IMOAXOUIT K HE3HAKOMITY, TeM TsixKeJlee CTaHOBUIIOCH €T0 TeJIo, Kak OyATO K HeMY
TIOIBECUIIA MHOXKECTBO TSIKEITBIX TPY3UKOB, ¥ C KaXKIHIM HOBBIM IIIarOM BEC UX CTAHOBUIICS TSXKeJee
U TsKeJiee U BCE GoJbllle TIHY €ro BHUS.

Bcé mpoucxopsiinee HUKaK He MOaBaloCh JTOTMYECKOMY ONMCAHUIO ¥ Ka3aI0Ch COBEPIIEHHOM
0eCCMBICTIUIIEH.

W B 9Ty MHHYTY €T0 OCEHHUJIO, YTO CeHdac OH OKaXKeTCs MONABIEHHBIM 3TUM TSKEJIEIM BECOM,
CTAHOBUJIOCEH BCE CJIOXKHEE JIePKaTh CBOE TEJIO MPSIMO.

Kaxmoi yacTUYKOM CBOEro Tejla OH YyBCTBOBaJ IMOTPeOHOCTEL 6exKaTh, HO He MOT flake
TIOIIEBENTbHYTHCS M3-3a TSXKECTH 3TOTO Beca.

«[ToueMy Ke Thl OCTAHOBUJICH?»

On YCIIBIIAII 3TOT I'OJIOC CHOBA U B 3TOT Pa3 OBLT COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO YBEPEH B TOM, YTO O6J'I8.I[8.T8J'I€M
€ro SIBNSeTCSI He3HaKOMeu BIlepegu, OJHaKO 3TO OTKPEITHE HUCKOJIBKO €r0o He 06pa1103an0, TaK KakK
TSIXKKHUHI T'PYy3 IIPOCTO BEIMATEIBAII €0 YCTABIIIEE TEJIO.

YcnrimaB Bonpoc, A3pasiib MOMBITACS OTBETUTh, HO CKOJIBKO Obl YCUINYM OH HU IIpHIaras, OH He
CMOT BBITABUTH U3 ceOs1 HU €IUHOTO 3BYKa.

Bupgsa CTpagaHUsA MaJIbYMKad HAIIPOTUB HETro, He3HAKOMEIl CHa4dJIa HAaKJIOHHUII TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, KakK



OB B HEKOTOPOM 3aMeIIaTeNbCTBE, ¥ 3aTEM CPal3y MATKO KUBHYJI, KakK Oy[TO ITOHSJ, B YEM AETIO.
«0... IOHUMAIO».

[Tocye TOTo, KAk OH CKa3asl 3TO, CBET, UCXOMSIINA U3 €r0 Tella, Havyajl TYCKHETh 10 TeX II0p, IT0Ka He
CcTaJI C1a0LIM CBEYEHUEM.

Y BMecTe C yracawIluM CBETOM yracajo 4 JaBlieHue Ha TeJIo I0HOTO A3passis, ¥ BOT OHO CTalo efiBa
3aMEeTHBIM.

ITaxe HeCMOTPS Ha OTCYTCTBUE CBeTa BOKPYT ero Teja, A3pasjib He MOT Kak ClefyeT pa3risifeThb
BHEIIHWY 00JTMK He3HaKOMIla, pUTrypa ero Ka3ajaCch COBCEM UIITIO30PHOM, IPUYYIINBOMN U He
HACTOAIe!, OH YBUAEN SICHEEe KOHTYPH €ro Tejla ¥, 3aMEeTUB YeJIOBeUeCKNe YePTH, B3LOXHYII C
obneryeHueM, X0Ts U He pacciabuics CoBCEM.

«[Topmouou...»

CHOBa 3acCIHIIIaB 9TOT TOJI0C, OH MEeJIEHHO HAlPABUJICS K HEMY, BCE eIIlé MBITasCh Pa3TIsigeTh ero.
OH 0CTaHOBUJICS 3a HECKOJIbKO IIIaroB 10 HE3HAKOMIIA.

«9X... [IpuBeT. Brl 3HaeTe, 4TO 3TO 3a MeC...»

«Kakoe pa3o4apoBaHue...»

[Tpexne ueM A3pasib yCIesl OCMBICTIUTD CJI0Ba He3HAKOMIla, HE3HAKOMell pa304apoBaHHO IOMOTAJ
TOJI0BOM ¥ CHOBA 3arOBOPUIL:

«Hacros1ee pazoyapoBaHue... 3TO afg».

Kaxk TONnmbKO 3TH ClI0Ba IIPO3BYy4Yalikd B BO3OyXe, BCE TeJo A3pa3n5{ OXBATHUJIO IIJIaMs, PA3XKHUT'asd B HEM
YyBCTBO HeBepOﬂTHOfI alOHHUH.

OH He MOT KpU4aTh, Jaxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO eMy OBIJIO TaK O0JIbHO, €My Ka3aJioCh, YTO IJIaMs
COKTJIO laXKe CaMblil 3BYK, UCXOAUBIINY U3 €ro pra.

OH He MOT maxe COCPEenOTOYUTHCA.

Kaszanocs, 4To BCA OyIla ero CropaeT B 3TOM y2KaCHOM OTHe, KOTOPHIY He IPUYHMHSII Bpea ero Temny,
HO C TaKO¥ CHUJION U SPOCTBIO OT'OHb IOTJIONIAN Maelire KonebaHus ero 06eCCUTEHHON [y,
YCUJIUBASICh C KaXXOHIM HOBHIM MIHOBEHUEM.

XoTs mymaMst ¥ He 00KUTAJI0 ero Tejla ¥ He IPUYUHSIO0 eMy HUKAKOT0 Bpea, 3T0 He u30aBuUIIo ero OT
BCEX MyYEHHH, MPUCYIIUX YEJI0BEKY, KOTOPOTO CKUTAIT 3aKMBO, C OMHUM eIMHCTBEHHBEIM
OTJIMYUEM: OH TOpPEJI BEUHO, ¥ JaXke He YMUPAJI, CJIOBHO OBI IIOMaJl B KAKOE-TO YHCTHUIIHIIE.

«CTpasHoO...»
Tpeck...
Tpeck...

HpO)IOH}KI/ITeJ'IBHOG IIOTPECKHBAHKUE BO3HHUKIIO BHE3AITHO IIE€PEN I''fa3aMU A3pa3nﬂ, IIOKa BCE BOPYT HE
CTaJI0 Pa3MEITEIM U HE pa36nnocr; Ha MHOI'O4YHCJIEHHBEIE OCKOJIKM, KaK TOHKO€ CTEKIJIO.



Korga xe 3PEeHne CHOBa BEPHYJIOCE K HEMY, OH IIOHAJI, YTO CTOUT Ha CBOEM IIpexHeM MeCTe, Ha €eTo
TeJie He ObIIO HU equHOUN OapallMHKH, KOTOPAd IIOOTBEPZXKIOajld OBI TO, 9TO IIPOUCXOOUJIO MTHOBEHHE
Ha3apm.

B ero riasax He 0CTaJIOCh HUYETO, KpoMe TIyOMHHOTO, IIEPBOOLITHOTO CTPaxXa, ero yxke He OKYTHIBAJIO
IJ1aMs ¥ BCE IIPOU30IIIe/ilIee II0Ka3aa0Ch CTPAHHOM WIITI03KUeH, XOTS OH II0-TIPeXKHEMY YyBCTBOBAJI
BCEITPOHU3HIBAIOIIYIO O0JIb.

Bce ero xenaHus COCPeIOTOYMINCEH HA TOM, YTOOBI YHTH KaK MOXKHO HaJIbIlle OT 9TOT0 HE3HAKOMIIA.
«JTO BCE HempaBaa...»
«CTpaHHO, 0YEHb CTPAHHO, THl CMEPTEH, ¥ B TO K€ BPEMS Thl KTO-TO BO3HUKIIIHMH M3 Xa0Ca...»

['oBOpST 3T CI0Ba HE3HAKOMEL MEIJIEHHO MPUOIUKAIICS K HEMY, U, IpUAs B ce6st, A3pasjib HapsT
BCE CBOM YYBCTBA B OJHOM JIUIIIb MOTKITKE COEXKATh, HO €TI0 TEJI0 OTKA3HIBAJIOCh €T0 CITYIIATh,
HECMOTPS Ha Bce ero ycunusi. OH He CMOT [laXke IPOU3HECTU HU €UHOTO CJIOBA, 3TOT TAXKKUIA IPy3
BHOBb HayaJl JaBUTh Ha €T0 XPYIKOe TeJI0, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 B pa3 CUJIbHEE.

OH uyBcTBOBaJ cebs Tak, CJIOBHO COBEPIIEHHO ITOTEPSJI KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOMM TEJIOM, €r0 Cepple
HavaJio yCUjIeHHOo OUThCS, KaK OYATO BeCh MEPEXKUTHIM UM yKac cerdac IOBTOPUTCH...

«Her...Her... [Ipomy, HeT!..»

OH 6€33BYYHO ¥ OTYASTHHO KPHYaJl B CBOMX MBIC/ISIX, HO €r0 KPUK He OBIT YCIIbIIIaH HE3HAKOMIIEM,
KOTOPHIM IIPOCTO MOAXOOMII K HEMY.

He3nakoMell Me[iJIEHHO MPOTSHYJ PYKY K CKaXKEHHOMY ITaHUKOU nully A3pasis.

Bcé Ka3anock TaKUM, CJIOBHO [IBUTAJIOCh B MEIJIEHHOM CHEMKE, OH ITOUYBCTBOBAJ Ce0s1 COBEPIIEHHO
0e33allMTHLIM B 3TOM CUTyalluy, OH He MMOHUMaJI, TI0YeMY BCE 9TO BOOOIIe IIPOUCXOTUT.

«J1OBOJIBHO».
['omoc CcoBHO BO3HUK M3 HUOTKY[A.

T'onoc ka3asncs yKacHO TOCTapeBIINM, KakK OyTO Ye0BeK POXKUJI 6eCUrCIeHHbEe KU3HU 3a 3TO
BpPEMS.

ToHKOe 3By4aHUe rojoca pa3ujock 10 BCEMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY U OTAaBaI0 KaKUM-TO 3HI0KUM
BOCIIPHUSITUEM B YIIIaX.

HecmoTpst Ha TO, 4TO T'0JIOC UCXOOWII OT CTAPOT'0 T'OCIIOAWHA, EOUHCTBEHHBIH CII0CO0 OMUCATh €T0
BEPHO ObLI OBl TaKOB: AGCOJIIOT.
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