Bo3MoxHO, 'ara e1re He 0CO3HAJ, YTO €T0 CTaTyC B Cepane BiIaJeliblia y2Ke U3MEHHUIICA. On
IIPUJIBHYII K PYKaM CI/IKappBI " OBAXKOBI CaMOOOBOJIbHO KPHUKHYJI Ha YIIEOIIYIO TOJICTYIO 2KE€HIIMUHY.

2KeHeBbeBa MofoIia, YToOk mornaauTh ['ary. OHa xoTella CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO YTEIIUTENTbHAIX CIIOB,
HO B UTOTre CKaslaja: «I'ara melCTBUTEJIbHO JOBOJIBHO TOJICTHIN».

Cuxkappa u 2KeHeBbeBa IEPETISHYIUCh U YIBIOHYIUCh. B ux ynbibKkax ObLT HaMeK Ha TalHY.

— l'ararara, — 'ara KpsiIKHYJI, IIOTEPIIKUCH TOJTOBOM 0 PyKy CUKappHI.

— XopoIro, s 3Hal0, YTO TH rojofeH. Celiyac MbI MpuBe3eM Te0s moMOoM, YToOk! moecTs, — CHKappa

B3s1a ['ary u moiia K X oMYy, II0Ka OHa YKTasa JeKIuio: «Thl He MOXKelllb yOeraTh, KOTra X04elllb,
B OynyIeM, U THl He MOXKEIIh CIIOHAThCS 6e3 fiefila B oquHOYeCTBe. Th JOJIKEH yMeTh 6eKaTh JOMOI,
KOT[la BCTpeyYaelllb MI0XUX MI0OeH...»

* % x

— T XOpolinad OJeBYIIKa, HO MBI HE MO2KEM OBITH BMECTE.

— Ilouemy?

— 41 Tebs He 3aciyXKuUBalo.

[MInenox.

HGBYHIKa JKanoOHO ITaKaa. PYKa, KOTOPYIO OHa OTOEPHYIIA, AdzKe OpOoxKalld. «9TO OBIJIO HE TO, YTO
TBI TOBOPHIJI, KOT'Aa IIPpecCiiegoBall MEHSI BUY€pPa...»

— 3Haellb... JIlogu MeHSIOTCS, a S OYeHb JIeTKO MEHSI0Ch, — MOJIOOM YeI0BEK C PhIKel MPUYEeCKon
B CTHJIe TTAaHK IIOCMOTpeEJI Ha He0o mop yriioM 45 rpafycoB U MATKO B3J0XHYJ. «Boo0ime-To s ¢ caMoro
HayaJlla 3HaJl, YTO [I0JITO MBI He IIPOJIEPKUMCS».

— T-THI yOITIOOOK. ..

— 4 He xouy TeOs 3amepKuUBaTh. Tl 3aCIyKHUBaACIIb KOT0-TO JIyYIIET0, — MOJIOIOHN YeI0BEeK
TIOCMOTPEJT Ha [IEeBYLIKY U CIIOKOMHO CKalasl: «Mmgu momoii mopaHnsbiie. 4 He 6yny Te0st IpoBOKATH».

— Baaaa...

JeBylIKa pacmiakaiach 4 yIIa.



—9x...¥ CTPaCTHOI'O 9eJIOBEKa BCEerga 6o7blie 1'Ip06JIeM, — MSATKO IOCETOBAJI MOIOM0X YeJOBEK,
Tndnsi, KakK JeBYIIKa YXOOHUT.

CTapuk C cebIMU BOJIOCAMH, IPUCIIOHUBIIXCE K CTONIOY € y3KUM 6aMOYKOBHIM IIPYTOM B PYKE,
ynei0asich, ckasai: «THl He TOT MPUAYPOK, 0 KOTOPOM BCETHa FOBOPSIT MOJIOJbIE JEBYILIKH ?»

— 4 He puAypoK. A mpoCcTo X04y AaTh KaXKA0W MaJleHbKOU CECTPEHKE I0M, — MeJIaHXOJIUYHO
OTBETHJI MOJIONOM YeJIOBEK.

— He cmemmum meHs. §1 mpuexan B ropoy Xaoca 1o geny. CKOJIbKO JeBYIIeK THl HCIIOPTHT 3a
TIOCTIE[IHE HECKOJIBKO MHEH C TeX Mop, Kak Mbl mpubbiu? — CTapuk 3akKaTui ria3a. OgHaKo, eciu
BHUMAaTEJIbHO TOCMOTPETh Ha €ro Ila3a, OHU IIOUMYT, YTO OHH COBEPILEHHO Oeslbie.

— IenyImka, Thl CIMIIKOM MHOTO JyMaellb. { TOIbKO 0OMEHMBAJICS CBOMMH SMOIMSIMHU C
XOPOIIIEHbKUMHY JaMaMu. ¢ maxe He JOTPOHYIICS OO0 UX PYK, TaK KaK XKe s MOT UX UCIOPTUTH? Y MeHS
npodeccuoHambHOe oBefeHue, — cKa3as Holl ¢ cepbe3HbIM BhipaxKkeHueM Juiia. «II0CKONbKY g He
MOTY OCTAThCSI Py HUX, 5T He JOJI)KEeH OCTABIISITh CIIMIITKOM MHOTO CJIE[OB Ha UX CEepAIlaX U Tejax.
970 OBIIO OBl aMOPATILHO».

— THI ICHOMBICTIALIUY TPUAYPOK, — MepaHTe YCMEXHYJIICS, IPeXe YeM BHE3AITHO CUIHHO
3aKalUIAThCS. JIUITb Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs eMy yOanoch MeJIEHHO YCIIOKOUTHCS.

Hoii moxmonan MepaHTe 1o crinHe. Ka3anocs, OH yKe IPUBHIK K Kammio MepauTte. OH ¢ y/IbIOKOM
cripocun: «Brpoyewm, medyiika, MBl 30eCh yXKe TPU OHS, a [0 CUX IIOP He BUMEJIU TOr0, YTO TH
yroMsHy1. MoXeT Thl HelpaBUJIbHO TocYuTan? Bo3aMoXKHO, 3Ta IITYKa ellle He cOexXana».

MepaHTe MSTKO ITOKayasl TOJI0BOM U CKa3asl: «3JTa I0JI0BUHA B I'pO30BHIX ropax HageKHO
3alevaTaHa, HO Apyras IojoBUHa cOexkaa. 3a MOCTIeOHNE [IBa TOfla MBI ITOObIBAIM BO MHOTUX
MecCTax, HO Bcerpa OblTM Ha Iar mo3aau. Opakysl CenTapus coesa BEIBOJ, YTO 3Ta IITyKa MOXKET
TIOSIBUTBCS B ropofie Xaoca, Tak UYTO HYKHO OBIJIO IPUITH CIOfla U TIOCMOTPETh>.

— JlagHo, maBay mporynsemcs, mocMoTpuM, — Hoii kuBHyn. OH momo6pan exkaBiinii CO0Ky pPioK3ak
1 Me[JIeHHO II0cTiefjoBal 3a MepaHTe.

MepaHTe epxKan TOHKYI0 6aMOYKOBYIO [TaJIoUKy, HO He IIOCTYKUBAJI €10 [0 3eMJie, KaK OOBIYHEIE
ciensle. BMecTo 9TOro OH IIes Kak HopMasbHEIY YelloBeK. OH Jaxke yMeJl YKIOHSAThCS, Korfa
CTAJIKWBAJICS C MPEMSITCTBUAMY U NTonbMu. OH COBCEM He OBLIT MOX0XK Ha CIIETIOro.

Ho ecnu Bel BHUMATENBHO IIOCMOTPHUTE Ha HETO, BEI O6Hapy}KI/ITe, YTO ero ymu CjerkKa OBUTal0TCA.

Hoii mocnemoBarn 3a MepaHTe, HO €er0 B3rJisd[ BCe elrle MeTaJICAd II0 CTOPOHAM. Ero B3rmsang
OCTAaHABJINBAJICA HA BpeMdA BCSIKMH Ppa3, KOorana OH BHAEJI MOJIOOBIX U XOPOIIEHbKUX NEBHUI], HO OH
IIPOCTO CMOTpPEII Ha HUX. Hukakux OPYTHUX BOSMYTHUTEJILHEIX KOHTAKTOB OH HE [eJjiall.



JlenymKa 1 BHYK BOIIJIX Ha IIJIOIMagb ApeH. MepaHTe BOPYT OCTAaHOBHUIJICA C CEPBE3HBIM BRIPpAZKEHHNEM
JINIIa.

— Jlemymika, B 4eM fieno? — BrlpaxeHue nuija Hos MrTHOBEHHO CTall0 HEPBHEIM.

— ITpuspayHoe MpUCYTCTBUE, — B OeJIbIX I'Ta3ax MepaHTe BHE3AMMHO BCIBLIXHYJT KPaCHHIHM cBeT. OH
B3MaxHYJI PYKOM, ¥ Ha €ro JIafloHU MTOSBUJICS KaMeHb, TOX0XKHUY Ha MaHUKUPb Yepenaxu. Ha maHmupe
yepenaxu Havyallu MOSBISATHCS ITepeKpelBaiecs: KpacHble OTHU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 0CTAI0Ch
TOJIbKO fIBa N1y4a. Ha ux nmepeceyeHuy NosiBUIach KpacHas TOYKa.

— OTO TO HampaBJieHKe. B3rnsag MepaHTe oTopBaicd OT opakyJja centapusi. OH IOCMOTPEN Ha
Opyro¥ KoHell Iioiany AfeH. JTa mapa OesbxX ras3, Ka3anaoch, MOTJIa paccedb IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

— 310 I[eI7ICTBI/ITeJ'IbHO ,]IBHBOJ'I? — Hoi BREITJTIAOE]I HEMHOT'O HAIIPAXKEHHBIM W O2KHOAIOIIMHNM.

— 9TO0 TaKxkKe MOT OBITh KTO-TO, KTO MMeJT KOHTAKT C IbSIBOJIOM, — MepaHTe yOpas opakyJ CernTapus
Y IIPOJIOJIKUI UATH BIIEPE].

— Torga HaM HYXKHO CHeNaTh KaKyo-Tu00 MOAT0TOBKY, HalpHMep, YCTAHOBUTD 3aK/IMHaHue? — Hoi
OBICTPO OOTHAI €ro.

— Her.

— Ho 9Ta mTyka Takas cTpamHas. Mbl mpocTo coOupaeMcst 60poThCS ¢ HUM B 7106? 4 4yBCTBYIO cebOst
HEMHOT0 HeyBepeHHo, — Hoii Toxe 3By4all HEYBEPEHHO.

— Mmu IIPOCTO CMOTPHUM. MEHI He TOPOITUMCHA I[eIZCTBOBaTB.

— Ieny1ika, Torma Kakas pas3Hulla Mexay IPUAYPKOM U HaMU, eCJIU MBI IIPOCTO CJIOHSIEMCS U He
3axomuM? — Ho# 3akaTun ria3a. «Korma Thl He OBITT B3BOJIHOBAH, KOTIa COTPUKACAJICS C BEIaMH,
CBSI3aHHBIMH C ITPU3PAKOM?»

— EcTecTBeHHO, 51 OyOy CIIOKOEH, KOTfla CTOJIKHYCh C TEM, YTO HE MOTY II00EIUTh, — MSTKO OTBETHUII
MepasnrTe.

— 9M... — Holl pakTrUecKu IOTepssI fap Peyu.

OH cBOMMHM TJla3aMH BU[IEJI, HACKOJILKO CBUPEILIM OBII ero JefylIka. X0TsS OH HEMHOTO HEpBHUYATI,
ero 3To He ucnyrano. OH TPOJOJIKAII CJIeJ0BaTh 3a MepaHTe, HO IBHO HEMHOT'0 cOaBUJI CKOPOCTh. OH
111 MIPUMEPHO B TOJTyIIare mo3aau MepaHTe, 4TOOb UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTh CIIPSATATHCS 3a HUM, €CJIH
BO3HUKHYT Kakue-mb60 HeoObYHEIE 00CTOSTEILCTBA.



MepaHTe IMocCJieJoBall YKa3aHHWIO OPaKyJia CEeIITapus, U OHU IIOOOIIJIN K IBEPH PECTOPAHA Mowmu.

— Jlenylika, 3TO TIOPbMa I10 COCENCTBY WU 30ech? — Holi IOCMOTpEesT Ha POCKOIIHBIM PECTOPAaH, a
3aTeM Ha BHICOKHE CTEHHI TIOPbMHBI bacTy Helofanexy.

OTOT PecTopaH BHTIIAAEN NOBOJILHO U3LICKaHHO. OMHAKO ero IBeph Oblla 3aKPHITA, TAK KaK YacChl ero
PpaboThI, Ka3aJioCh, 3aKOHYHUIIUCH.

Mexpy TeM BUepa OHU ITPOBEPUITH APYTOM BEIXOM M3 COCEOHEN TIOPbMHI bacTu, u, moxoxe, Bce B
TIOPSIOKE.

— 9T0 mpsiMo 3pech, — 6aMOyKoBast manka MepaHTe MSATKO IOCTy4aJa [0 3eMJie IPSIMO Iepef
IBEPBIO PECTOpaHa.

— B TakoMm cnydae, 103BOJIb MHE CHadajla IPUTOTOBUTLCS... — Holl cuenan 60/bIoii mar Ha3az U
BBEIHYJI IIE[TOYKY YepelallbyxX MaHIupel pa3Horo pa3Mepa. OH B3MaxHyJ pyKaMy, U TaHIIUPH
yepelax NPU3eMJIAIUCh Ha 3eMJII0 1 00pa30Bajii KPyT, OKPYKUBIINH €ro.

— Wy u nocTty4u B IBepb, — MepaHTe CierkKa HaKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY.

— 4 TonbpKO YTO CHelnan MocTpoeHue... [lenyika, nmouyemy O6nl Te0e He MIOUTH U HE TIOCTY4aTh B IBEPH?
— Ho#t MrHOBEHHO TIPEeBPATHUIICS B TPycCa.

— JIro6ble MUIIHKE [IeNCTBUS He IO3BOJIST MHE BEICBOOOOUTE BCIO CBOIO CHITY. {1 MOT'Y OCTaBUTh Te0e
JIMIIb MaJleHbKOe [IeMCTBHUE, HallpuMep, IOCTy4YaTh B BepPh, — MepaHTe IOCTaBUI TOHKYIO
6aMOyKOBYIO TaJIOUKy BEPTHUKAJILHO, M OPaKyJ CENTapus B ero pyKax yKe 3aBUC B Bo3ayxe. Ero
Oeble BOJIOCH pa3BeBajIMCh Ha BETPY, U BUJ Y HETO OBIJT TOPKECTBEHHBIM.

Hoii crimoTHys. 9To OB EePBHIM pa3, KOTa OH BUAE CBOETo NedyIIKy TaKuM HepBHBEIM. [Tocre
HEeJI0JIrOT0 Kojie0aHus OH BCe XKe BHIIIeN U3 CTPOs YePENaxX0BLIX MaHIIMPEeN U YKPaKOM IBaXK Ikl
IIOCTY4aJl B IBePh, IIpexke YeM BEPHYThCS 00paTHO B KPYT YepelaxoBhX IaHIUPEN U 3aHATh
000POHUTENBHYIO MTO3ULIHIO.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMs ITOfl HEPBHBIM ¥ HACTOPOZKEHHLIM B3TJISIIOM Oy3Ta ABEPh PECTOPaHa
Me[IJIEeHHO OTKphIJIaCch HapyXKy, ¥ BHIIIIJIa MaJleHbKas JeBOYKa-TIOIy3Ibg.
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