B mMarasuHe MOpPOXkKEHOTO CTalo TUX0. Bce cMoTpenu Ha MaliKa CTpaHHO: 3TO Obljla CTpaHHas
0071e3Hb, KOTOPYIO He MOTJIa BHIIEYUTH HaXKe Marus MPUPOIbl, HO MalK Ha caMoM fejie CKa3aJ, 4To
ecny oH Oy[eT XOOUTh B PeCTOpPaH TPH pa3a B eHb U OyIeT eCTh TYLUIEHYIO0 CBUHUHY, OH CMOXKET
TIOJIHOCTBIO BHI3IOPOBETH? Pa3Be 3T0 He aOCypaHO?

OH pmaxe He OTIyCKaeT JeHbI'M pebeHKa, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT YMPET, pa3Be 3T0 He yepecuyp? [Tomymarn
Bnyp, xmMypsch u ringaasa Ha Maiika.

XoTs efla, KOTOPYIO TOTOBUT Bocc, mefCTBUTEIbHO BOCXUTUTENIbHA ¥ HEOObIYHA, MOXKET JIX OHA
BBIJIEUUTHL 60/1€3Hb MasieHbKoro Kaiina? Must Toxe Obljla HEMHOTO HeyBepeHHOUM. HecMoTpst Ha To,
yTo Maiik Bcerfia OblJT 0UeHb Hafle’KHBIM, peydb 1j1a 0 JKU3HU ¥ CMepPTH ManeHbKoro Kaiina. Moxer
74 TyllleHas CBUHMWHA CTaTh JIEKAPCTBOM?

Y KepTuca ToxkKe OTBUCIIA YeJIIOCTh, KOTIa OH 3TO yCIbimas. Ha MrHOBEHHUE OH He 3HaJl, 9YTO CKa3aTb.
9To OB TEPBHIA Pa3, KOT{a OH YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK KTO-TO CKa3aJjl CJI0Ba «IIOJTHOCTHIO0 U3IeUnuTCs». OH
nepenpo6oBasl TaK MHOTO JIEKApCTB, HO Ge3ycnemHo, u Haboga, Kak cocTosinue Kaiina
yxynuraetcsi. CoOOCTBEHHO, OH yKe He IUTaJl 0COOBIX HaleXK],.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TOT YeJI0BEK yIPaBIIsieT PeCTOPAHOM, a He OonbHuUIed. KpoMe Toro, ymoMsHyTOE
MM CTapoe JIEKapCTBO HE MMEEeT HUYero O6IIero ¢ TpaBaMu WU JIeueOHBIME MIPOLEeOyPaMH, a
3aKJ/TI0YaeTCs B TOM, YTOOHI CheCTh OIpefielIeHHOe OII000 B €70 PeCTOPAHe.

Ecyu GBI OH BCTPETHII €T0 Ha YIINIE, TO ONPENENIeHHO Jajl OB 3TOMY ahepHUCTY IOIIEeYUHY.

Ho oHH, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TOJIBKO YTO OPraHXW30BaJIi TaKyl0 TIIATEJIbHO CIIJITaHUPOBAHHYI0 BEUYEPUHKY
II0 Clly4aro OHS poxpaeHus Kaiiia, ¥ 3TOT 3aKJIMHATENb gaxe npomini xXKu3Hb Kauny Ha 10 gHen.
9toT MucTep Malk Toxke He OBIJT IOX0XK Ha MOIIEHHUKA. ITO IIOCTABUJIO €T0 B 3aTPYIHUTEILHOE
II0JIOKEeHue.

— Bocc Maiik, cocTosiure pebeHKa... MoxkeT ObITh HEMHOTO 607iee CEPLe3HBIM, YEM ThHI IyMaellb... —
Cucunb He pellajgachk 3arOBOPUTH, TIAAs Ha Matika. OHa 3Hala, 4To 6110fla, TPUTOTOBIEHHEIE
MaiikoM, IerCTBUTEIbHO UMEIOT HECKOJIbKO HeOORYHEIX 9((PEKTOB U laxKe MOTYT BIOXHYTh HOBYIO
JXU3Hb B ee Muposoe [IpeBo. OgHAKO OHA TOJIBKO YTO IIPOBEPHIIA TEJI0 MajleHbKoro Kaiina, u ero
TeJleCHble PYHKINY OBLIH ITOJTHOCTHIO HApYIIeHH. [JaXe UCIIOIb30BaHKUe KU3HEHHOM Maruy He
CMOTJIO ero cracTH. [laxke s He TOBEPHUJI OBl 3TOMY, CKa3aB 3T0. MalK IIOCMOTpPET BceM B rima3a. OH
TOK€ YyBCTBOBAJ cebs HeEMHOT0 O0eCIoMOIIHbIM. Eciii OBl 3TO GBI OH, OH, BEPOSTHO, y2Ke HaHeC Obl
yaap 10 JIUIY APYTO# CTOPOHHL.

— Ecnu oTell TOBOPUT, YTO 3TO MOXKET €T0 BBIJIEYUTD, TO 9TO ONPEeAeIeHHO CMOXKET BHIJIEUUTh ero. A
BEPIO B OTIIa, — YBEPEHHO CKa3ajia IMHU, KOTopas MOAoIIjia K HEMY CO CHEXXKOM B pyKe, I/ Ha
Mariika.

— 4 Toxe Bepio B OO0 Maiika, — AHHa KMBHYIIA.

YBumeB noBepue BO BITIAaxX ABYX MaJleHbKUX 4eJI0BEYKOB, MalK ToXke 1oBepus B cebst. OH
CIIOKOMHO mocMOoTpes Ha KepTuca u cka3an: «KepTuc, 9To MOXKET IMOKa3aThCs BaM HEMHOTO
HEBEPOSITHHIM, HO SI MOTY B35ITh Ha Ce0sI OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CBOM CJI0Ba. KOHEYHO, BHI OTeI]
MaJieHbKOro Kaiua. Y Bac eCTb IpaBO MHE HE BEPUTH>.

Cucurnsp IIOCMOTPEIIa B I''lTa3a MaﬁKy, HEeMHOT'O ImogyMaia 1 0obIlle HUYETO He CKa3asa.

OHa Bcerjga gymasa, uTo bocc Maiik OBITT 3peJibiM ¥ OOPHIM YeioBeKoM. OH TOUHO He CTajl Obl
Iy TUTh HaJl Y€M-TO MMONOOHEIM. Y Hero, HaBepHoe, TeHCTBUTEIbHO ObITT BEIXOMI, €CJIM OH MOT CKa3aTh



YTO-TO TaK PEIIUTEJIbHO.

Bce menyieHHO eMy OBEpUIK. B pecTopaHe HEIOCTATKa B TOCETUTENSAX He ObsI0. MHOTHE U3 TeX, KTO
BBICTPOHUJICS B OYepemb, Jaxke He CMOTJIM II0YYBCTBOBATh €T'0 BKYC. MalKy He HY>KHO OBITIO JTaTh,
yToOB KepTuc Kynus mopiuio TyIIeHO! KpacHOU CBUHUHEL.

Keptuc seMHoro komnebasncs. Ecnu Kain gelicTBUTENBHO COOMPAsCca YUTH, OH XOTes Obl BEPHYTH €T0 B
UX POOHOU rOpof, IIOTOMY YTO paHbllle OH He IOKUZal ropon Xaoca.

Ho ecnu To, 4TO cKa3an Maiik, ObIJIO ITPaBAOM, OH YIIYCTUT LIAHC CITAaCTH XKU3HbL Kaiina u OymeT
coxaneTh 00 9TOM [I0 KOHIIa CBOEH XKU3HHU.

— Orery, s x04y mompo6oBaTh MPeaTokKeHne OO, — B 3TOT MOMEHT MaJieHbKu# Kaiin momoren u
B3s171 KepTuca 3a pyky. OH IOCMOTpeI Ha Hero. «4 Bce elle X04y XKUThb C TOOOH...»

Cne3snl Keptuca HeMennenHo ymanu. OH OBICTPO BRITED UX M IIOCMOTPEN Ha Maiika, cKa3aB: «Mucrep
Maiik, s BaM Bepro. f rOTOB OTHaTh BaM BCE CBOU aKTUBHI, €CJIM 9TO MOXKET BbUIEUUTh Kaiina.
[Toxanyucra, CliacuTe €ro...»

Maiik ¢ yneiOKo# noTsiHyICs K KepTucy, KOTOPHIM CHOBA yIajl Ha KOJIeHHU, ¥ IT0KavaJsl I'0JI0BOH,
CKa3aB: «MHe He HyXKHEBI Ballll aKTUBEL. BaM IIPOCTO HYKHO IIJIAaTUTh 3a €qy KaXKAbIi NEeHb.
[ToceTtuTenen B pecTopaHe [OBOJIbHO MHOTO. He 3a0yabTe mopaHbllle IPUBECTH pebeHKa B 0Uepenb».

— Xopotio, s 6yny, — KepTuc Ts:Kemo KUBHYII, €ro rjaa3a 3aropeluch 6J1arofapHoCThio.

IleTu elmie HEMHOTO ITOUTPAJIM CO CHETOM, ¥ IIPa3gHOBaHKE IHS POXKIEHUS 3aKOHUYHUIIOCH Ha
PafoCTHOM HOTE.

Korga mBeps OTKPHITIACh, IEPBLIMU BEICKOUHMIIM TPOE OETEH.
— CHer ugert! J[1leiicTBUTENILHO UOET CHeT!
CHapyXu pa3fgalcs B3BOTHOBAHHBIM T'OJIOC M.

Bce BhIM 1 OBUIM OOMHAKOBO YAUBIIEHHEl. MATKUM CHET Me[JIeHHO Mafiai ¢ Heba U BHITTISAEN OUYeHb
KPaCcuBO. — JTO IEePBHIY CHET B rOAY. ITO IIPOU3OIIJIO PaHbIlle, YeM B IIpeAbIAyLre TOOEl, — CKa3aja
fA6emus c ynblOKOM, IPOTSHYB PYKY, YTOOBI TOMMaTh CHEKUHKY U TIOCMOTPETh, KaK OHU TalOT Ha ee
JafoHMU.

[leTu Bech BeYep urpajun Co CHETroM, HO KOrjga OHH YBHUOEJIX ITaaaloInnue C Heba CHEZXKHNHKH, OHU BCE
elie OB OYEHB B3BOJTHOBAHHI.

— Xopo1o, My, opa uaTH. HaM Bce ellle Hy>KHO UATHU B IIKOJIY 3aBTpa, — CKa3ajl Maiik ¢ yIeI0KOi.

— Bcem moka, — Omu B3suta ['agkoro YTeHka u nomaxasa octanbHeIM. OHa mopbexana K Mauky u
B3siJIa €T0 3a PYKY.

OcrasnbHble TOXKE PaCCTAIUCD.

X % x

— Oret, cerogus OBIIO 04YeHb 370poB0. Cracubo, — cka3as Kaiii ¢ yinei0Ko, o6HEMas OTIia B
KOHHOM 3KHIIaXKe.



— 4 Toxe oueHb pan, — Keptuc kpenko o6Hsm Katina 1 MIrko ckasdan: «Bce 6ymet xoporto. Tsl
O4YeHb CKOPO BBI3[OPOBEEIIb, ¥ KOTHA 3TO IIPOHU30MAET, Tl CMOXKEIlb YCTPOUTh CHEXKHYI0 OUTBY C
OETbMU».

— JleliCTBUTEIIBHO?

— Koneuno.

X X x

[Tocne yMmbIBaHUS OMU Jieryia Ha CBOIO KPOBaTKY U KCIIOJIb30Basa XKUBOTUK ['agKoro YTeHKa Kak
rpesniky ans pyk. OHa mocMoTpesia Ha Maiika, CUeBIIero y KPOBaTH, BEIXKUAIOIIE, ¥ CIIPOCUTIA:
«OTel1, HeyKeJy 3aBTPa YTPOM BeChb MUP OYIOET MOKPHIT CHETOM?»

— Ecnu cerogus HOYBIO CHET OYHEeT MOCTAaTOYHO CUJIBHBIM, 3HAUUT, Tak U OymeT, — MalK KUBHYII C
yneIOKoit. OH mogcuuTan gHU. I10 3eMHOMY KaJleHOapio 3TO OB TOYTH HOBBIM rof. OH 3aaBaics
BOIIPOCOM, CMOXKET JIX TOT 3a0POIIeHHbIH 10M IIPOHO0JIKATh TPOBOOUTL cobpanust 6e3 Hero, HO... OH,
BEPOSITHO, OBITT OBl TAKUM K€ 3a0pOIIIeHHBIM, KaK ¥ O0BIYHO.

— 3ameuvarenbHo! 3TO OymeT cymep KpacuBo! — CYacT/IMBO CKa3aia IMH, U ee T1a3a 3abmecTeny.

Maiik mocMoTpes Ha OMU ¥ BHE3AITHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO BHYTPH. OH yXkKe 3a0bl/I, CKOJIBKO
BPEMEHHU IIPOIIJIO C TeX 0P, KaK OH IOCTIeIHUI pa3 mpa3gHoBa HoBhIM Tof JOMKHBEIM 00pa3oM,
TIOTOMY 4TO KaXXblii HOBHIM Toj] oMa BCerfa OTCYTCTBOBAJIM JIIOMM, ¥ OH TAK¥Ke IMOCTEIIeHHO CTal
OIOHUM U3 TeX, KTO He TOSBIISIIICS.

Ho celtuac Bce mo-gpyromy. Y Hero 6blyia OMU, ¥ IPOBECTH C Helt HoBHIM rofi, HaBepHOeE, OBIT0 OB
MHTEPEeCHO, TaK, KaK OHH BMeCTe MPOBOIUIIH (HeCTHUBAIb CePEOUHEl OCEHH, BEPHO?

— Orel, KaKyl0 UCTOPUIO THL MHE CETOOHS pacCcKaxelb? — Crpocuia OMHU.

— CeropHs oTell pacckaxeT TeOe uctopuio o 3sepe HuaH, — ckasan Malik c yiaeI0KoH. «[laBHBIM-
[aBHO B MeCTe 1107 Ha3BaHWeM KuTall XXuio 4yfgoBuile 1o uMeHu HuaH. Y Hero Ha roioBe pociu
OCTpHBIE POTa, ¥ OH OB OUEHb XKECTOKUM U CTPAIITHBIM...»
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