IIToH B maHuKe CKPBHIJICA C MeCTa IIPOUCHIECTBHUA, ad Maiik 0THeC BHIIIABIIETO Ky4depa OﬁpaTHO B
KapeTy, a 3aTeM IIPOOOJI2KUIT €XaTh B €1Ba pa60TanmeM KOHHOM 3KHIIazKe B CTOPOHY YJIMIEHL C emo.

[Toxoxe, 51 yKe BeI3Bas nopo3penus lllona. MHe nmpupeTcs HoKa3aTh eMy 3aBTpa Ha 6aHKeTe 110
CIydalo IHS POXKOEHHUS KOPOJisd, YTo S He AJiekc, mogyMan Mak Impo ce0si C TSKeIBIM CepAIleM.

[IToH He OBIT TAKMM PE3KUM, KaK Ipefnosarajia ero BHEIIHOCTb. Eciu Obl Y HEro ObIIM MON03PEHUS
10 OTHOIIIEHUIO K Ma¥Ky, OH Obl IIPOAOJIKA/ 3a HUM ITpUCMaTPUBaTh. YOUlila, KOTOPHEIY CIIen 3a
Jlyu, mOATBEPANII Ufel0, KOTOPYI0 OH HUKOTHA He BRICKA3bIBaJl TP MOMCKaX AJleKca: OH XOTell
cMepTH AJlekca Tak e, Kak u [[Kor.

Ecnu Anexc OBITT KUB, TO BCe €r0 YCUIHUS 3a IIOC/IeNHNe TPHU rofa mnpomnanu Ox fapoM. Bce yBaxkeHue
¥ BOCXUIIIEHUE, KOTOPhIe OH IMOIYYHUII OT yOnuky, OymeT mepenaHo Anekcy. Bor BoiHEBI MOT OBITh
TOJIBKO OIWH, ¥ OH [OJIZKEH ObIJT OBITh CAaMBIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM Y€JI0BEKOM BO BCEH MMIIEPUH.

— Crapuas cectpa MpuHa, TH Takas kiaccHas! Tl Tak 1erko nobenuna Takoro 60bIoro 3seps! —
9Mu nnocMoTpesia Ha UpuHy ¢ BOCXUIeHUEM B I'jla3ax.

VpuHa MOJTHOCTHIO HACJIaXKaalach BOCXHUIIEHUEM, KOTOPOE OHA MOJIydasa 0T OMHU. ITO GBI
YHUKAbHBIN OMBIT. CaMOOBOIbHOE BhIpaXKeHHe IOSBUIIOCh Ha ee JIHIle, KOT[a OHa HeOpexkHO
MaxHYyJla pyKo# u ckasana: «Huyero momo6HOro; He ynoMuHai 06 9TOM».

Kpaccy ycmexnyics, mornaxusas 6opony. «Tebe He HYKHO BOCXUIIATLCS €10, MaJleHbKas IMHU.
Marnenbkas MpuHa KaKoe-TO BpeMs yYusIiach y MeHsl Maruu O6nuzxkHero 60s1. OdpuuuanbHO OHA He MOST
y4eHUIla, HO THl MOXKeIllb Ha3bIBaTh €€ CTaplIel CeCTPOU-yUeHuIel, eciu xouelrs. IIpocTo e He
yHOAJIoCh U3YUYUTh MOIO IT0-HACTOSIIIIEMY MOTYIIIeCTBEHHYIO Maruio. Korga Tl BIpacTelllb, TH CTaHEeIlb
elre 6oJjiee MOTYIIIECTBEHHOH, UeM OHa».

— ¢ 3Hasa, YTO THI YTO-TO CKPHIBAEIb OT MeHs, cTapuk Benoyc! Trl cKa3an MHeE, UTO HAy4uIT MEHS
BCEMY, UTO 3HAJI, HO 5 3HajIa, 4TO y Tebs B pyKaBe ecTh 6ojiee MolnHas Marus! — MpuHa
oBepHYyIack K Kpaccy, Haxmypus GPOBH.

Kpaccy mpocTo 1moxkart miedyaMu 1 oTBeTHI: «KOHeYHo, s1 COXPAHIO CBOO JYYIIYIO MAruio IJIsi CBOET0
yueHuKa. K ToMmy ke, ManeHbkast UpuHa, Thl HE MOXKEIIb MEHSI BUHUTD B 9TOM. $1 Hayuus Tebs
BCEMY, 4YeMy MOT, HECMOTPSI Ha BO3pazkKeHus 3MbGQUNACKOM packl. B To BpeMs Tebe IpOCTO He XBaTajo
CHJI, YTOOBI U3YYUTh MO0 JIYUIIYI0 Maruio».

['ma3a 9Mu cpa3y Ke 3aTOPeICh, YCIIbIIIaB 3T0. «3HAUMT, cTaplias cectpa VpuHa Mos cTapiias
cecTpa-yueHnuna? 9to norpsicaloire! 9 xorena Ovl Korma-HUOYOb OLITH TAKOW K€ CUITBHOM, KaK
Crapiras cectpa WUpuHa».

— He BomnHy#icst, BO3MOXKHO, Thl He CTAHeIh 00JIee MOTYIIECTBEHHOM, YeM $I, HO THI OIPeeIeHHO
cTaHels 60Jiee MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM, YeM MofaBIfioliee OOIBITHHCTBO TI0fel. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, ThI
Mosi... — MipvHa Ha MTHOBEHHKE 3aMOjT4aja, Ipexae YeM MPOJoIKUTh. — ... CecTpa-yuyeHHIa.



Ha nune Maiika 6Gvina cnabas ynbi0Ka, KOrjja OH CIyIIaa Pa3roBOp, IPOUCXOOSAIINAY B TIOBO3KE.
[ToyeMy-To eMy OBITIO OUeHb MIPUSITHO YCIbIIIATE 00IeHre OMu ¥ UpUHHL.

OKuIaxX, 3aNpPsKEeHHBIN J0MIagbMH, YKpalIleHHBIN repboM ITOMeCThsI BTOPOT0 MPUHIIA, OB CITUIIKOM
TIOKA3HbIM, IT03TOMY MalK pelu MPUIapKoBaTh €T0 B IEPEYIIKe 3a IpefielaMu YIuIlk Pene.

— Vnuna c egoit CIUIIKOM MHOTOJTIOOHA, TO3TOMY MBI IPUIIAPKYEeM KOHHBIM 9KHUIIAXK U MPOTYIIEeMCS
TyHa, — 00bsCHUIT MalK C yIBI0KOM.

— 4 xouy, 4TO6RI OTel] 0OHS MEHS U BHICOKO IOTHS! — OMU 1epBoi BeIOexkasa U3 9KUIaxa u
BOCXUTUTEJILHO Hafysa I'yObl, TOJHSB PYKU BBEPX.

9T0 Mol MyxkuuHa! UpuHa nogHsna 6poBY, IOBEPHYBIIKCH K MaliKy, Ipexkfe 4eM Cy3UTh I'/1a3a. Thl
cMeellb 0OHUMATh OPYTUX KEHITNH?

— Xoporo, noexanu! — MaliKk YCMeXHYJICS, IOJHSAB DMU C 3eMJIM, IOTHAJ €e Haf T'0JIOBOU, IIpexXe
YeM CHOBA OIyCTUTh, IOBTOPSS 3TOT IPOLIECC CHOBA U CHOBA.

— Ax! 9To Tak BEICOKO!

— JTO0 Tax Beceo!

OMu B3BU3rHYyJIa OT BOCTOPra, ¥ €€ JIMIO 03aPHUIIOCh paJIOCTHOI;I YHBI6KOfI.

[TogHSB ee Ha PYKX OKOJIO MISITH WMJIM IIECTH pa3, MaiK 00HSII OMU U IOIesIoBal ee B 7100 ¢ HeXKHOMN
yNBIOKOM Ha JHIlE.

OH He TOJIBKO 00HSJ ee, HO maxe morenoBan! I'masa MpuHE pacupuiInCh OT SpocTu. OmHAKO BCS ee
SIPOCTB paccesiyiach, KOTfla OHa oOpaTuiia CBOM B30p Ha IMU. BO3MOXKHO, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 0OOHMMAaTh
¥ I1eJI0BaTh UX J04Yb He ObLIO IPECTYIIeHNeM, KapaeMbIM CMEPThHIO.

Ho nmouemy oHu Tak 67u3ku gpyr apyry?! MpuHa nmocMoTpesna Ha pafloCTHRIX Malika u OMHU, U B ee
cepille BCIIBIXHYJI HaMeK Ha peBHOCTL. Eif Ka3zanoch, OygTo MalK fmaxe He CMOTPEIl Ha Hee BCe 3TO
BpeMs, ¥ YTO OH CMOTPUT TOJIBKO Ha JMHU.

— [ToueMy THI TaK I'PYCTHUIIb, CTapInas cecTpa MpuHa? TH ToxKe X04ellb, YTOOH oTel] 00HsT Tebs u
BBICOKO TIOAHANI? — OMHU IIOBepHYyNachk K UpuHe. 3aTeM OHa moxjonajia MaliKa II0 IIjiedy U
IIpollenTana eMy Ha yXo: «OTel], BOT TBOM IIaHC!»

— ... — VpuHa nouTH BhIIIANINAJIA CJI0Ba «fl X04y», HO MalK OLIEHUJI ee CO CIIOKOMHEIM BHIPaKeHUEM
nuna, Kak ecniu Obl OH CMOTPeJ Ha He3HAKOMKY, U 3TO €e 0UeHb pacCTpauBallo, a TakXKe HEMHOTO
IIPUBOANIIO €€ B IPOCTh. [I03TOMY OHa CTUCHYJIA 3yOH ¥ CKa3ana: «f mpoumych».



3aTeM OHa CaMOCTOSITEIbHO BHIIIIA U3 SKHUIIaXKa.

Maiik coBepILIeHHO JIUIINIICS Japa Peyu I0CIe IOCIeqHeN MOIBITKY MU CONMM3UThL ero u Mpuny. ¥V
Hee ObITM MOOpHIE HAMEPEHUST, HO ee METOOB! OBITA 9KCTPEMaIbHEIMU.

— HUpute ecTh camu. S cobuparoch CHavana YBUOETHCS CO CTAPEIM APYTOM, @ IIOTOM MPHUAY, YTOOHI
HaWTH Bac, — ckasas Kpaccy ¢ ynbiOKoH, Ipexie 4eM TaKxkKe BHIUTU U3 KapeTHL.

B mepeymnke Goybliie HUKOTO He OblT0, ¥ Malik ToCMOTpen Ha MpuHy, a OHA ITOCMOTpesia Ha Hero.

OHU OBOE MOJT4Ya CMOTPEJIH APYT Ha ApyTra, u aTMocdepa cTana MOBOJIBHO HEJIOBKOM.

CHYCTH KOPOTKO€E BpeMA IMHU THXO0 CIIpocCuiIa: «BrI gBOE HUrpaeTe B I"HSIJIGHKI/I?»

VipuHa B3sila OMM U3 PYK Maiika, 3aTeM yKa3asa Ha ['afkoro YTeHKa, KOTOPHIY c1ab0 Kpuyas ¢ Kpas
KapeThl, ¥ CKOMaHfioBasa: «f 6yay mepxath OMH, a TH OEPKU ITOTO KOTa».

— Xopo11o, — Mauk MOT TOJIBKO CAeJlaTh TO, YTO €My CKa3ajld, YBUOEeB HEIPUMUPUMOE BhIpaXKeHNe
nuua VUpuHEL

Kak oH MOT 0TKa3aTh MaTEPH, KOTOPas IIPOCTO XOTeJa AepXkKaTb CBOero pebeHKa?

KpomMme Toro, OH HE MOT OCTaHOBHUTD €€, JaxKe ecyu Obl 3aX0TeJN; 3T [BOe faxe He OBUIM B ONHOM
BECOBOM KaTeropumu!

OH OBUT TOX0K Ha TOro YepHOro Hocopora-6epcepka — IMOHOCTRIO BO BIACTU MIPUHEL

Takum 00pa30M, 1OCIe KOPOTKOTO ITepHofia Pa3MbILIIeHWH MalK IOCIYIITHO MOJHS [agKoro
YTenka.

HezaBucumo OT TOT0, KOTla OHU AENCTBUTEILHO Y3HAIOT IMYHOCTU OPYT ApYyTa, A OMu u UpuHEL
SIBHO OBLJIO XOPOIIIO IPOBOUTL BPEMS BMECTE.

[IpocTo OH mOKa He X0Tes OTHOLIeHuY Anekca ¢ UpuHou.

2KeHUTHCS Ha KPACUBOM U MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM JIeBYIIIKE U HAC/IaXKAaThCsT 00UI0M, PEBHOCTHIO U
HEHaBUCTHI0 BCEX MYXKUYUH B 3TOM MHUPe TeOPETUYECKH 3Bydasio rnorpsacatiie. OqHaKo peajbHOCTh
TaKOBa, YTO OH, CKOpee BCero, 0CTaHeTcs ¢ 'agkuM YTeHKOM Ha pyKax, okKa MpuHa u 9Mu ye3xkarT
B 3aKaT, ITIOJIHOCTHIO OCTABUB €I'0 I03a[H. JTO ObIIO OBl CIMIIKOM OecuesioBeYHO!

Ilaxxe ecny OH He MOT CO31aTh rapeM B 3TOM aJIbTEPHATUBHOM MHPE, OH OOJI2KEH OBLTT XOTST OBI



Y6eI[I/ITBC${, YTO Hag HUM He NOMHMHHPOBAJIa EJMHCTBEHHAsA XKeHa!

4 mornkeH Kak MOXKHO CKOpee BEPHYThCS K Obloi cuiie! MalK IOKJISJICS B CBOEM CEpAIIe.

Buesanno MprHa o0epHynack 1 cKa3ana: «TH, KakKeTcs, OYeHb HEJOBOJIEH MHO».

— Otkyga THl 3Haews? — Beimanun Maiik.
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