Tak 3T0 IelCTBUTEIILHO ThHI, AlEeKC.

VipyHa MHOT03HAYUTENIbHO B3TJIsAHYJIa Ha Malika, Ipexfe 4YeM CeCTh B KOHHBIM 9KUIaXK U CEeCTh
PAAOM C OMHU.

Osna cneimarna ToT ke oTtBeT 10 yeT Ha3ap, u 10 et cuycTs OH Jaj el TaKOH Ke OTBET.
9TO0 HOJIXKeH OLLI OBITH OH.

Maiik nepeHec 6€CCO3HATENIBHOTO Kyuepa B MOBO3KY, a 3aTeM IOBepHYJICS K puHe u cka3ain:
«[Tomeun ero. MoKeIllb T TH BHIJIEUUTh €T0 PAHEI, HO OCTABUTh €T0 663 CO3HAHUA? MBI JOJIKHEI
3abpaTh ero ¢ co0oii, Korma BepHEMCS».

— Taxk THI X04elb ero noayMmepTBeIM? KoHeuHo, — MipuHa KMBHY/IA, YKa3kBas IajblieM Ha IOJI0BY
Kydepa. [ITHO 3eJIeHOT0 CBeTa MOSIBUJIOCH U3 KOHYUKA €€ Iasiblia, IPexk/e YeM PaCTBOPUTHCS B
riabenie Ky4depa.

— 970... UHTepecHHIH c1I0CO6 BEIPA3UTHCS, — YCIIBIILIAB OTBET MpuHEI, MaliK MOTEPST Oap PeyH.
Onnako VpuHa BEIIOJIHKTIA €T0 MPOCKOY, T03TOMY OH 00JIbIlle HUYETO He CKa3aJl 10 3TOMY IIOBOAY.
OH 0TTONKHYJ pa30pocaHHbIe 110 3eMJIE IePEBSIHHEIE IIETKHY, a 3aTeM CIIPOCUII IIPOX0KET0, Kak
IIPOMTH K ynulle efbl PeHe, mpexke 4eM MeJIeHHO U HeyKJIoXkKe [TOTHaTh KapeTy BIepes.

Maiik OB IPUIMYHEIM HAae3OHHKOM, HO B KapeTe, 3alpsIKeHHOM JIOMagbMK, OH e3[HUJ BIIePBHIE.
OpHako, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO KapeTa exaja JOBOJbHO MEeIJIEHHO, TeEM He MeHee OHa NBUIajIach.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OH CH[IEJI CHAPyXKH, BHUMaHue MatiKa OBIJI0 TOUTH MTOTHOCTHIO COCPENOTOYEHO
Ha TOM, YTO IMPOUCXOAuIo BHYTPHU. OH Bce ele He ObUT YBEPEH, YAAI0Ch I1 MpuHe 0mo3HaTh €ro u
OMu.

Bce BocnomuHanus Anekca 00 Mpuse ObUIH CTEPTH, TIO3TOMY OH [laXKe He 3HaJl, KaKoU XapakTep y
WpuntL.

OpHako 13 CBOMX HaOIIOMEeHNI OH MOT CeflaTh BHIBOJ, YTO OHa Oblla 0YeHb XpaOpoi, obagana
HeO0OBSICHUMOH JIOTMKOM, ¥MeJla CKJIOHHOCTH K HaCHJIMIO U OblyIa JJOBOJIBHO BEICOKOMEPHOM.

— Crapmas cectpa MpuHa, TH cKas3asa, 4T0 coOupaenibCcsi CHOBa HalTH MeHs, HO 51 fyMasla, 4TO 3TO
OymeT HaMHOrO Mo3xke; He mymarna, 4To ThI Tak OBICTPO Halelllb MeHsI, — OMHU ceJla psafoM ¢ MpuHo
C cusitolel ynrI0KoM Ha nulle. 3aTeM OHa OpPOCHIIa B3TJIAN 3a IIPefielibl 9KUaXa U, IOHU3UB T0JI0C,
mpoIenTana: «f Takke pacckasaa oTiy o Tebe, ¥ OH 04eHb pan Tebs BugeTs. OgHAKO 5 pacCKa3aia
0 Tebe TOJILKO OTIy ¥ HUKOMY OOJIbIIe».

— B camowm pene? OH, KaxXeTCsd, He TaK yXK paf BUAETh MeHs, — clipocuia MprHa romocomM,
IOCTaTOYHO I'POMKHUM, YTOOHI €ro yclbliian Maiik.

CMmupeHHad yibi0Ka OsiBUIAch Ha ero juile. OKa3anoch, YTO IMHU IMHITANIaCh BEICTYIIUTE B POJIH
CBaXH [IJIsI CBOUX POOUTENIEN.

— 910 npaspa! OTen; HEMHOTO Me[IUTENIEH, HO ThH €My OIpefeNIeHHO OYeHb HPaBUIIbCS, ¥ OH
NEeVCTBUTEIbHO XOPOLI C XXeHIIMHAMU, — OMHU COTJIaCHO KUBHYJIA.

— C KaKuMH XKeHIMMHAMU OH Xopoio nagun? — Beceno cupocuna UpuHa.

Xoomok BHE3aIHO mpobexkar Mo cinuHe Maiika; OH OBII OIIeJIOMJIEH, OIIacasiCh, YTO OMHU JISIIHET TO,
yero ey He crnenyeT. Ero BHe3amHo I10pa3usio ollylleHune, 4To MpruHa O6blla HEMHOTO YCTpallaouei



JKEHIITMHOM.
— Ha camoM pene HU ¢ KeM, — DMHU B OTBET II0Kayasia I'0JI0BOMH.
— Xopo1110, — TOJIBKO Toraa MpuHa MejieHHO pa3xkasia Kylaku.

— Y, — Maiik He cMOT yepxkKaThCs U B3TOXHYI ¢ 06eryenueM. CinaBa 60ory, 9Mu 3Hana, YTO el
CJleflyeT U 4ero Hellb351 TOBOPUTh.

[Tocrne HeOOBIION May3bl IMU MIPOAOJIKUIIA: «ITO TONILKO YuuTtens JlyHa, Ctapinas cecTpa Mus,
Crapias cectpa Autta, Ctapiuias cectpa I'mopus, Crapias cectpa Busuas, Ctapiias cecTpa
Anna... OH XOpOIII TOTBKO C HUMUY.

— [Toxoke, MHOTO KpPaCUBhIX CTapIINX CECTEP, — TOH MpUHBI BHE3AIIHO IIPUHSJ JOBOJILHO OIACHBIN
000poT, U el M0Ka3aloCk, YTO TEMIIEpAaTypa BO3AyXa B BaroHe 3HAYUTEIILHO yIIaja.

— Jlyna — yuutenbHULa IMHU, Mus u Aumta — opunraHTKu B MoeM pectopase, FOras ['ocrioxa
I'mopus u FOHas ['ocnoxka BuBruaH — KJIMEHTH MOET0 pecTopaHa, a AHHa — LIeCTUJIETHSAS
MaJieHbKas 3/b(uiika, KOTOPYIO MbI ClTacajy B IIPOIIJIOM... — Ma¥K He 3HaJl, II0YeMy OH 00bSICHSET
3TH BEIIH, HO y HEro ObLJIO UYBCTBO, YTO OH OKAXKETCSI B CMEPTEJIbHOM OITaCHOCTH, €CJIM BO3IEPXKUTCS
0T ITOPOOHOCTEM 110 ITOMY IIOBOAY .

Kak mMyX4yrHa, OH UyBCTBOBaJI, YTO 9TO HE IIPU3HAK TOTO, YTO OH 0O0SJICS CBOEH XKEeHBI; 3TO OBLIT
IIPOCTO KECT yBaXKeHud K xkeHIHaM. OH OB 4eJI0BEKOM, yBaXKaloUIiM IIpaBa KeHIUH.

IIa, BOT U Bce.
HpuHa paBHOAYIIHO KWBHYJA, ¥ TEMIIepaTypa B BaroOHe, Ka3ajioCh, CHOBa HEMHOTO ITOBBICUJIACh.

OpHako npsiMo B 3TOT MOMeHT Krayc BHe3anmHo BMemIancs: « 4 cieimar, 94to FOnasa 'ocnoxka ['mopus
TaHIleBana ¢ boccom Maiikom Bo BpeMs Toro 6aHKeTa, He Tak u? ¢ He yBepeH, YTO OHa IIPOCTO
KJINEHTKa eT0 pecTopaHa».

Maiika BHE3aIlHO OXBATHUJIO XKeJlaHue COPOCUTHCS C KApeTH. ..

— IToxoxe, Bocc Maiik meHCTBUTEILHO MOMYISPEH CPeOu KeHIIWH, — pasMunuisaaa UpuHa ¢
yrpoxarie yias0Kou.

OMu COBepIIeHHO He o0pallajia BHUMAHMS Ha HaMepeHue YOUNCTBa, KCXOsIee OT Teja MpuHsHI,
KOT[la Ha ee JIHIle IOSIBUNIUCh COMHeHUs. «OTKyAa Thl y3Hasla, cTapilas cectpa UpuHa? Kaxpaeii
IeHb y PeCTOpaHa BBICTPAUBAETCS MHOXKECTBO CTapIIAX CECTEDP, KOTOPHIE TOBOPSAT O TOM, KaK OHU
XOTST CTaTh KEHOU OTLIa ¥ POOUTEL MY OETEeu».

— Ho!

Korga on IIOYYBCTBOBAJI PE€3KO0€ MaleHe TeMIIEPATyPEI BO3ayXa IM03adu HETo, Mauk oT4assHHO
B3MaXHYJI XJIBICTOM.

4 Mauk, u Telleph I HauMHaK ITaHNKOBATh.

HpurHa oTBesna B3rJidf OT 3aHaBECKU KapeThl U IIOBEPHYJIACh K 04apoBaTeIbHOU MajleHbKoU OMU. Ei
Ka3aJoCh, 9YTO €€ Cepfre BOT-BOT pacTaeT OT OTHOTO BHA 9TOM KPaCHBOM MaleHbKOW NEBOYKH.

910 OBINA DOYb, 0 KOTOPOM OHA AyMasia mHEeM U HOubi0. OHa Obl/la TaKOW MaJeHbKOM, KOT{la TOJIBKO



POOMIIACh, ¥ HEMHOTO HEKPACUBOH, T03TOMY MpuHa 4yTh He YpPOHUIIA ee OT yxkaca. OmHaKO MPOIIIIO0
BCET0 HECKOJIbKO JIeT, ¥ OHA yZKe CTaJla TAKOW 0YapOBaTeNIbHOM.

[Tpominio Tpu rofia ¢ TeX MOpP, Kak OHa B IOCIEOHUM pa3 BUMIesa CBOIO I0Yb, ¥ OHA AyMaJa, YTO OHU C
MaiikoM yxke MepTBbl. KT0o GBI MOT TIOTyMaTh, YTO V HEE€ CHOBA IOSIBUTCSI BO3MOXKHOCTE BOT TaK CECTh
PSAIOM C IOYEPHIO?

Kak MHe cTaTth K Helt 6uxke? MpuHa mocMoTpesia Ha OMH, Pa3MBILIIAS MPo ce0si. MaeHbKre IeTH
OB el OUeHb YYXK/bl, ¥ OHA He 3Hasla, KakK o0maThes ¢ OMu. OHa HEJIOBKO IOTSIHYIACh K OMH,
IIpexje 4YeM CHOBa yOpaTh PYKY. 3aTeM OHa pellnia ITPUMeHUTh 60iee MPSIMOM OgX0[ U
ckoMaHjoBana: «Csg0 Mu, 0OHUMY MEHSI».

910 OBINIO CNTUIIKOM CypoBO? [loyKHa 7K g ObITH 60siee HexkHOM? 4 ee Hamyrana? Kak TombKo aTH
CJIOBa COpBAJIKCh C YCT MpuUHEI, OHa BIlaja B CJeNylo TaHUKYy. Korga oHa mocMoTpesna Ha OMU U
JKJaja ee 0TBETa, el I0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA HUKOTIa B XKU3HY TaK He HEPBHUYAIA.

— B camom fene? — I'masa IMu 3aropenuch BOCTOPTOM ¥ HENOBEPHEM, KOTfla OHa IIOCMOTpella Ha
Wpuny. OHa 130 BCEX CHJI IIHITaIach IIOBEPUTH CBOMM YIIaM; TaKas KpacuBas CTapIlas cecTpa
IIPOCHIIa ee O0HSATH?

— ThI He xo4ems? — I/IpI/IHa PaCKpHIJIa PYKH U IIOIIBITAJIaCh TOBOPUTH 0oJiee MITKHM TOHOM, HO BCe
PABHO 3TO 3BY4YadJIO KaK IIPHUKA3.

— KoneuHo, s x0uy! — 9Mu cpa3sy ke SpocTHO KuBHYNIa. OHa IOCMOTpPENIa Ha PaCKPHITEIE O0BATUS
VipuHbl ¥ Ha MTHOBEeHHUE 3aKojie0asnach, mpexke 4YeM 0CTOPOXKHO MPUbIu3uThCS K MpuHe, 3aTeM
IpuzKasach LEeKou K rpyau UpuHEL.

Takast MArkasi, Takas Telas, Takas ynoOHas! OMu 3akpriia I'la3a ¥ o0Hsma UpuHy cBOouMU
pydonkamu. OT Tena MpuHB UCXOOUIT YCIIOKAUBAIOIINI apoMart. ITO OblJI CKopee 1IBeTOYHHIM apoMar,
HO OH ObIT 60JIee 3aXBATHIBAIOIINM, YeM apoMarT JIo00To I[BEeTKA. IMH Ka3aa0Ch, YTO OHA MOXKET
MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYTh B pyKax VpuHSHL.

OOBATHS MaTepPU JOJIXKHE OBITh TAKMMHU XKe TEIIHIMHU, KaK 3TH... OMU IIofyMaJa 1po cebs, Korjga Ha
ee JIUIlEe MOSIBUIIACh MOBOJIbHAS YIIBIOKA.

Csio Mu, Mos mo4b, T HAKOHeIl Halla Tebd.

HprHa HeXXHO npuXKaja OMU K TPYOY, KyIlasch B TeIlle, UCXOMSAIIEM OT ee Tena. Eil Ka3anocsk, 4To
MeXKIy HUMH CYIIeCTBYeT KaKas-To rlTy0oKas HeomucyeMas cBg3b. C OMU Ha pyKax OHa YyBCTBOBasa
ce0s CIIOKOMHEe U IOBOJIbHEe, YeM Korfia-nubo mpexkfe, Kak eciu Obl OHa JepzKajla B CBOUX pyKax
BECh MHP. ITO OBIII0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE YYBCTBO.

«Byx!»

Kak Pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT YTO-TO CHUJIbHO BPE€3aJIOChk B KAPETY, 3alIPAKEHHYIO JIOIIaabMH, ¥ BECb
9KHIIaZXK 9YTh HE OIIPOKUHYIICA.
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