— IaBatite BoiimeM. 4 yBepeH, uTo CaitMOH OyHeT paf BUAETh CTAPOTO APYra, — U3 KapeTHl BHIIIEN
BBICOKUY U mupokorieunii [llon. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OH He HOCHUJI IOCIIEXOB, €T0 IpsiMasi CIuHA U
yOulCTBEHHOE HaMepeHue, UCXOAsIIee 0T ero Teja, II0Ka3blBald, YTO OH OBLJT BUABIIUM BUIHI
reHepasioM.

Bopora nmomecThbs OBLIM IJIOTHO 3aKPHITH, [lloHa compoBoxkpaan Tonbko KyaliH. Bce mymanu, 4To
IIPUHI] HAXOOUTCS Ha I0r0-3allafHOM I'PaHNUIle B TEICAYaX KAJIOMETPOB OTCI0[a, HallpaBlsieT CBOU
Bolicka B 60¥. HuKTO He 3Has, Korga OH BEpHYJCS B Poxy.

[Tocne cTykKa BOpOTa OTBOPUIIMCE, Ha IIOpOre mosiBuicsA cTapeid. OH He y3Han llloHa, HO TOHSAJ, YTO
TOT OIIpefieJIeHHO He OOBIYHBIM YEeIOBEK.

— Koro umere?

Kyaiin x0oTes 4To-To cKa3aTh, HO IIIoH MOOHS PyKy, YTOOB IIPEPBATh €0, U C YIBIOKOM 00paTUIICS K
CTapoMy CIIyTe:

— 910 nomectre ['eHepana CariMmoHa? IToxkanyicTta, cooburuTte emy, uyTo [IIoH mprexan HaBEeCTUTh
€ero.

— Xopot111o0, MOM0XKANTEe MUHYTKY, S TOUMY [OJ0XKY CBOEMY MacCTepy, — CTaphilil Clayra KUBHYII,
IIpexye 4eM 3aKpHITh BopoTa. EMy moka3anock 3HakKOMBIM uMs [1I0H, HO OH He MOT TOYHO
BCIIOMHHUTb, TJIe CIIbIIIAN ero paHbine. OMHAKO OH, CKOpPee BCero, OB IPYroM eTr0 MacTepa, 03TOMY
HE OCMEJIMBAJICS MEeJIUTh.

CTapblif cyra IpoLIeN Ha 3aJHuUM OBOD, THe C KUPKOU ObIT MyCKYTUCTHIE MyK4KWHA C TYCTOMH
6opomoii.

— Macrep, K BaM Ipuilies rocTts no uMeHu [IIoH, — DOT0KUI CayTa.

— [Mlon? — CalMOH IIpeKpaTui To, 4To Aefan. Ha ero nuie mosgBUioCh yoUBIEHHE.
Cnyra ObIT HEMHOT'O CMYIIleH BblpaxkeHueM juila CaliMOHa U CIIPOCHI:

— Pa3Be oH He Bau apyr?

— Her, HeT, HeT, 1 HeJOCTOUH OBITH €ro ApyroM. KIUHTOH, BEIBEIX BCEX U3 ITOMECThS Ha 3aqHUN
nBop. HukTo HUKYyma He et 6e3 Moero pasperieHus, — CaliMOH BHIIIE U3 CBOETO cafa U
IIPUCIIOHUII KUPKY K AepeBy. OH B34JI [IOJIOTEHIIE, BUCEBIIIEE Ha BETKE, U BEITEP IOT C JIUIa. 3aTeM OH
OTPSIXHYJICS U 3allaraj K BXOAY B IOMECTHeE.

— Jla. MacTep, MOXKeT, 3aBapUTh 4al? — CIPOCUJI CIIyTa.
— OHM CIMIIKOM XOPOIIH, YTOOL MUTH HAIll Yak, — CaliMOH yCMEXHYJICS.

BopoTa cHOBa OTKpHUTHCH, a [IloH paccMaTprBall BEIPE3aHHOTO Ha HUX rprudoHa. OH C yIbIOKOoM
noBepHYyJcsa K CaliMOHY M CKa3al:

— He gyman, 4To TH yMeellb. Xopoiasi pe3nba.
CalMOH CIIOKOMHO nmocmoTpen Ha IlloHa:

— Bl criumkoM go6psl, Batre BricouecTBo. f mpocTo Gecrione3Hblit 0TCTaBHOM COIaT, KOTOPOMY
Heyero fenats. [IpocTo youBai BpeMs.



— TToxoxe, TH BCE ellle OepXKUIllb Ha MeHs 3y0, CailMOH.
Bripaxenue nuija CalMOHa He U3MEHUJIOCE:
— 4 Bcero nuib OOBIYHBINM YeJI0BEK, KakK ke 1 cMelo TauTh o0uny, Baie BricouecTBo?

— To, uTo TH He IMOCMeelllb, elleé He 3HaYMT, YTO THl Ha CaMOM [eJjie He HeHaBUIUIIL MeHs. f1 3Halo,
YTO BCE CONIIaTHl, KOTOPHIE YU U3 apMUU BMeCTe ¢ T00Oi, MUTAI0T KO MHe BpaxkaeOGHOCTh. Brl Bce
HEeHaBUJUTE MeHs 3a TO, YTO S He cIiac AJleKca ¥ He OTOMCTHJI 3a Hero, — I1loH mmokadas rojoBoH, Ha
€ro Julle OSIBUIOCH BUHOBATOE BhIPaXKeHue, — f 0o CUX IOp He MOTy IPOCTUTh ce0s. Ecnu 6 TombKo
s1 MOT ITOJIYYUTb U3BECTUS HEMHOI'O PaHbIIe... ecyiu 6 s ObUI HEMHOTO BHUMAaTEJIbHEe K OMacHOCTSIM,
Anexkc HUKOTTA OBl He OKa3aJICsl B TAKOW yKACHOW CUTYALUHU.

— Bce paHO UM O30HO YMUPAIOT.

— JleliCTBUTENBHO, BCE PAHO MJIU TIO3MHO YMUPAIOT, aXkKe Tl U I KOTga-Hubynbs ympeM. THl He
coOUpaeIbCsl MPUTTIaCUTh MEHST BOUTH?

— Ecnu Bainie BeicouecTBO KenaeT BOMTH, KTO s TaKOM, YTOOH OTKa3blBaTh? — CaliMOH OTKPHLI
BOPOTa IOIIUPE U OTCTYIIUJI B CTOPOHY.

— XO0Ts1 MHE U He XOTeJI0Ch PacCTaBaThLCS C BaMU, BeTepaHaMH, S OXKEH CKa3aThb, YTO BEI CHEJau
IIPaBUIBHEIN BEIOOD. TONBKO MOKKWHYB IPAHUIY, BEI CMOXKETE XKUTh 0€33a00THOI XK13Hb0. [Jaxe o
YYBCTBYIO JIETKYIO 3aBUCTDb, — LII0H yCcMexHyIICs Ipu Bufe Gropkl, KoTopyio CaiiMOH 1OCaguil BO
IBOpE.

— Bo3moxkHO, — HeonpeneneHHO oTBeTHI CaliMOH.
lon ornsipesnics BOKPYT, IpeXae 4eM ero B3IJIdf 0CTaHOBUIICA Ha CalMOHe:
— IToxoxe, MBI 3[eCh OfHU. ¢ MPUIIEN IT0 0YeHb IPOCTOM NMpUYuHe. Y MeHs ecTh K TeOe BoIpoc.

— TloxkamyiicTta. Bynoy pam oTBeTuTh Ha HUX, Bamie BricouecTBo, — CaliMOH BCTPETHII IPUCTATbHBIN
B3rnan Hoxa.

— I'me ThI OBITT B HOYb, KOTIA 9TO CITYYHUIIOCH?

Tem BpeMeneM Kyaiin nopkpascs K CaiiMoHy c3afu. B ero pyke 01eCHYNI MeTalInueCKuil OTOHEK, OH
IIPUILYPHUIICS, COCPENOTOYMBIINCE Ha TOM MeCTe, Tle HaXOguioch cepaue CaMoHa.

— ¢ moexan moMO¥ HaBeCTUTh MOTHITY MaTepu. B TOT meHb Oblyla TOOOBIIHHA €€ cMepTH, — CalMoH
OTBETHUJI OYeHb CIIOKOMHO, HO B €r0 IJIa3axX OblI HaMeK Ha HEB.

[oxn IIPpUCTANIBbHO IIOCMOTPE]I CafIMOHy B I''Ta3a, CJIIOBHO IIBITASACh YBUOETh B HUX YTO-TO.

Pyku CaliMOHa CXKaJuCh B KyJIaK{, Ha €T0 JIAIE MTOSBUIIOCH CTPafaibyeCcKoe BEIPaXKeHUe, U OH
IIPOPHIYATT:

— Ecnu Owl 51 6B11 ¢ HUM, 5 OB €70 3aKphII 0601, OTH GeccTrigHble yOmoaku! OHU 3aCIyKUBAIOT
cMmepTH!

Ero KyJlaKHu CJIerKa OpO0KaJlk, KakK GYJITO OH K30 BCEX CHUII ITOOABJIAII CBOX 3MOIIUH.

— Jla, OHU 3acCyKUBaid CMEPTH, ¥ BCe OHU MepTBHI, — III0H KUBHYJI, 0TBOASA B3T/IAn OT CaliMOHa.



On Ipo1iesl B APYyI'yi0 KOMHATY XU OTKPEIJII ABEPE, 3ad KOTOpOfI €ro BCTPETUJIN HECKOJIBKO NEePEBAHHBIX
CTaTYfI, d TaKXkKe Ky4da HeTpOHYTOfI OPEBECHUHEI B YTIIY.

Cpenu cTaTyi ObIIH PHITAPH, 3aKIHHATENIH, OPKH, TEeMOHEI, 97Ib(HL... OBIIM Pa3/THYHbEIE PACH], K BCE
OHU CpazKaJjuCh OPYT C APYTOM.

[lTon orngpen Bce CTaTyX U IIPOIIeN J0 KOHIA, TAe CTosIa caMas Ooblias cTaTys. 9To Obljla cTaTys
rpudoHa.

— CaiiMOH, ecnu OBl TPETHH MIPUHIT YCIIBIIIAT O TBOMX TAJlAHTAX, Th OBl €My TOHPABUIICS.
— Ero BricouecTBO — HACTOSIIKN MacTep pe3bObl 10 gepeBy. S MpoCTo MOUTETb.

— HuTepecHo, — IlloH ycMexHYyJICS U BHILIET 3@ ABepb, — CaliMOH, 5 BCerya AyMall, YTO Thl
WHTEPECHHIH YeJI0BeK, HO 0Ka3ajioCh, UTO THI JaXKe HHTepecHee, yeM s cebe mpencTaiisiia. OgHAKo 5
IOJIKEeH KOe-4TO CKa3aTh: IPSTATh YeJIOBeKa — 3TO He TO XKe caMoe, YTO MPSTaTh npeaMert. Eciu
TIJI0XO0 CIIPSYelrhb, ero HaluayT, ¥ KTO-TO YMpeT.

— 4 He IOHKMaIO0, UYTO BHI IIEITAETECh CKa3aTh, Ballle BricouecTBo.

— IToxoxke, TH Haxke He coOMpPaelIbCs TPeII0OKUTh MHe Yalo. Torma mpomait, — IlloH He maBan
HUKAKKUX 00bscHeHu. OH BBIIE U3 KOMHATH ¥ HAIPABUJICS K BOpoTaM. ITofo#as K BOPOTaM, OH
OCTAHOBHJICS ¥ ITIOCMOTPEJI Ha BEIPe3aHHOr0 IpudoHa, — KaxkeTcs, KTO-TO PoIal.

— IIpomraiite, Barre BricouecTBo, — CaliMOH HHYero He oTBeTHI. OH MOMPOIIACS C IPUHIIEM U
IIPOBOMMII B3TJISIAOM OThE3KAIOMIyI0 KapeTy. OH Me[IJIeHHO 3aKPhLJI BOPOTa M CXKaJl Kylaku, 60pMoya
cebe 1o HOC, — Bce paHo UK MTO3MHO YMUPAIOT, HO OHU HE MOTYT yMepeTh 0€3 MPUUUHHL...

— Baime BricouecTBo, MBI 4TO, Bo3BpalaeMcsi? — KyaiH ObIJT HEMHOT'O 03aJjayueH.

— Peaknus CailiMoHa MHe Bcé CKa3asna. OH HUKOTa He yMeJl HU4ero CKpelBaTh. B KOMHaTe CTOSIIu
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE CTATyH, HO HU OJHA U3 HUX He NpHUHaaiexana Anekcy. Ecnu 6b1 0H OB MEPTB, TO B
KOMHaTe Oblnia OBl TOJIBKO ero cTaTys. Bceé, uTo Tebe HyXKHO cleliaTh, 3TO CIIeAUTh 3a HUM. OH —
KJII0Y K IIOUCKY AJleKca.
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