I'maBa ceMelcTBa, TOCIOguH MHCAaHM, CMOTpEI Ha yroJib, KOTOPHIHA TONBKO HeJaBHO 3a0paJt JIio-
OOBHHITY U3 9TOro Mupa. OH He m00uI eé, ma ¥ BooOIe COMHEBAJICS, YTO CMOXKET KOrma-Iubo Imo-
JII0OUTE.

Hacneguuk... 9To TO, 0 YEM B HAJIEKOM IIPOIIJIOM OH MeuTaj. Torma elle, Koraa Bce OpaThst ObLIH
JKWBBI, HaJleXKa I0THUJIAchk B cepare. Ho BepaukT Bpadel OB eUHOTIIACeH: neTel He OyoeT, HUKOT-
ma. Becmmopue. HacTosuii mMpUroBOp AJIST YeJI0BEeKa, TPE3BI KOTOPOTI'0 CTPOUIUCH HAa CEMBE.

Hwu omuH Mar He cMOT U37TeYUTh HexyT. LlenuTenu, a oH 00paTUIICS KO MHOTUM, TOJIBKO Pa3BO-
OUIH pyKaMu. IIpupopa mana CBOE BECKOE CJIOBO eIle MPU POXKIEHUH — HUKAKUX JeTel, HUKOT/a.
HIMeHHO IT03TOMY HOBOCTb 0 0€PEMEHHOCTH Mapu OH OTHEC K pa3psmy U3MeH.

YecTtHo, MHCaHu OBIJIO IIJIEBATh, YTO ¥ HE€ ObLIO MU ¢ KeM. BocipuHuMan oH Mapu cyry6o Kak
pa3BeyeHre, a HE YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO MOXKHO He IMPOCTO TI0OUTH, a XOTs O yBaxkaTh. UMEHHO 103TO-
My BCTpeTuJ 6epeMeHHOCTh Cyry60 Kak BO3MOXKHYIO Tpo0ieMy, Belb OHa MOXKET IIepecTaTh UC-
TIOJIHSTH CBOM JoMalHue o6g3aHHOCTH. Obomock. Takoe MaleHbKoe COOBITHE TOITIO faXe Ha I10JIb-
3y, CIUIOTUB CJIyT U MONHSB UX TPOAYKTUBHOCTE.

Ho Bc€ n3Menunocs. U3MeHMIOCh TOTa, KOT{la OH B3TJIAHYJ Ha MilafieHIa. EII€ Bo BpeMs pofioB
OH IIOYyBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO HEOOBSICHUMOE, HO KOTHa B3TJITHYJI B €T0 I'Nla3a... F3ganeka, He BOIU3Y,
MMEHHO TOT[Ia OH ITOHSIJI, YTO BCe BpayH OmuOamuch. ITo ero pebeHok. Hu y Koro He MOXkeT OBITh Ta-
Koro B3rnspa. OH cHenaeT U3 Hero HacTosuero MHcanu: ropooro ¥ Hepyumumoro, 6e3:x«anoCTHOTO U
pacuetnuBoro. I[Tokopurens.

PemyTa1usi qoMa MpakTUYeCKU Ha YPOBHE KPECThsIH, 00 9TOM 3HaJIU BCE, B TOM YHUCJIE U TOCIOAUH
WHcanu. HUKTO He yBaxKaeT HeKorga 06/1aropofHbIi pol — BCeMy BUHOM fiena [lena, IPeKHEeTro IiaBhl
pona, ¥ ero aMbunuy. B KakoN-TO MOMEHT OH PEIIXJI, YTO KaXK/Ibli THITAaeTCS OTHATH HaXKUTOoe GoraTc-
TBO: PA3BOPOBATh U Pa3rpabuTh TO, K YeMY OH TakK CTpeMuscs. YEpPTOB NapaHOUK, KaK ero Ha3blBalu
Te, KTO 3HaJ, YTO CIy4YWIOCh. YAYIIUT BO CHe COOCTBEHHOr0 OpaTta 1 3ape3ajl TPOUX ero OTIPHICKOB.

Iena MUHYBIIKX JIET ITPOCKOJIb3HYIHN B padyme MHcanu. [1naBaromas KapTuHa IpeCcTaBUIach,
KaK ecqu OBl 9TO OBIIO B peabHOCTH, IIEPE Irila3aMu: epenyraHHble CIIyTH, BXaThle B CTEHH, He I0-
HUMaIOIIKe, YTO IPOUCXOIUT, a TJIaBHOe, YTO HefaTh. McTekarlas KPoBbIo JKeHa OpaTa MOJIUT CIlac-
THU IeTeH, a caMa JePXKUTCS 3a MHOXKECTBEHHHBIE PaHBL. B TOT MOMEHT OymyInuil TOCIIOOUH Poda 3Hall,
YTO [eJlaTh: KWHKaJI, KOTOPHIM OH BCeraa mepxar mpu cebe, mepeMecTusics B PyKy.

[To cTekaM ocoOHsIKa CHOBa IIOTEK [I0XKOb, HO B MBIC/ISAX MHCAHU HaXOOUJICS TTyO0KO B IIPOII-
noM. Tlepeq Tri1a3aMu BCE elllé BUMENIUCh PYKU, KOTOpPhIe MeIJIEHHO ¥ YYTKO, IO aKKOMIIaHEMEHT U3
KPUKOB Ilepepes3ay el MoJdieid 0 oMoy, CIyCTUBLINKCS C BEPXHUX 3Taxel [ef, HEIIOHSATHO
TZie TOJIyYUBIIHMH PaHy B XKUBOT, HaOpaChIBae€TCSI Ha HETO, HO MOJTy4YaeT THIYOK B IMOYKY, a IOCTIEe eIllé
omuH. B cepane. [lyira ero yrekaeT u3 Tefna, B360apsis YyBCTBAa HOBOMCIIEYEHHOT'0 TOCIIOAMHA IOMa.
[IBa ymapa B II€l0 Ha BCAKUM Clly4dal, U CJIaBHBEIY 0M MHCaHU IIOTEPsI BCEX, KPOME OTHOI0, YJIEHOB
pona.

B Ty HOYB, BUIS TPYIIH fleTel, y rocnoguHa MHcaHu YTO-TO IEPEKTIOUUIIOCH B T'oJioBe. [len Okl He



OCTaHOBUJICS Ha OOHOM Opate, He OCTAHOBUIICS OBl HU Ilepef yeM, I10Ka Okl COOCTBEHHOPYYHO He
o0opBaJ XKu3Hb BCero poxa. iMeHHO Torpa MHCaHM U MOHSJ, YTO ITOpa HaHECTH CBOM ymap. Tako#,
Te yKe OH CTaHeT eUHCTBEHHLIM B POLY.

l'ocriomuH BEIHBIPHYJT U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUH, BEITALIMIT U3 CTOJIa TPYOKY ¥ 3aKypuil. Ta0ak u3 qOTUHEL
Yya-Yya 00X0OUTCST JOPOT0, HO OH TOTO CTOMT. JIerkoe 3aTyMaHUBAaHKUE PacCydKa pacciabisiio, YHO-
CHJIO B JaJIEKKe Kpas MaHSIIUX I[BETOB U KYCTOB, 3eJIEHBIE TPOIIMHKY BEJIX 3@ CO00M, CTOBHO BBIOIIH-
ecst BepeBku. OH omy1man ce6s1 KpoJIMKOM, OETyIIUM I10 CalaTOBOM TPOIIMHKE HABCTPEUY K CeMbe,
KpPOJIbYMXe ¥ MaJlleHbKUM KpoibuyaTaM. CKOPO K HUM HarpsHYT Maru-0pakoOHbePH HalepeBec C Je-
IIEBLIMU CBUTKaMH OTJylIaiomied Maruu. OH Oy[eT 3aluillaTh CBOE IIOTOMCTBO. JIIOMUIIKY eIlle He
3HAIOT, YTO KPOJIMK U caM OblT MaruyeckuM. Kponuk — yOuiitia. Knbiku 6e1oro 4ymoBuilia pa3opByT
B KJIOYbS JTFOMUINEK, BEIPBYT KHUJIBl ¥ HATSIHYT UX Ha JTIFOTHH, JIECHOM XOp 3aUTPaeT BO CIaBy BETUKOMY
Kporio, craciiemMy KOpojeBCTBO OT BapBapoOB.

OunyJsics yKe He eQUHCTBEHHBIN 4JleH ceMbU MHCaHU, CTOS Ha KyxHe C Yallkou 4Yas. CUJIbHO XO-
TeJIOCh MUTh, HO HAIIUTOK 0Ka3aJiCA CIUIIKOM ropssyuM. CraCUTEeNIbHBIN KYBIIUH C XOJI0THOU BOAOU
OBbLIT OTIYCTOIIEH CTPAXAYIIUM YesioBeKoM. C o6yeryeHreM B3OXHYB, YCTabi MHCAHU OTIIPaBUIICS
B TOCTUHYIO, 1abbl MOJHATHCS 00paTHO K ce0e B KabuHeT.

Ho veoxupanHo pa3mancsa KpUkK.

— Koiin! OTkpriBait! TBaps! 9 Tebs yObio! — opari royioc 3a OBephIO.

[TpuHagnexkan oH A, MOJIOOOMY IapHIO, Pa3yM KOTOPOI'0 3arojioHuIa MecTb. OH COBEPIIEHHO
He OTJaBaJl OTYET CBOUM [IEHCTBUSIM, X HE MOT IIOHSTh, YTO CaM IIPUIIEN Ha CBOIO CMEPTh.

Koiin, X0341H IOMECThS, a TakXKe r'1aBa poga WMHcauu, He m00un cBo€ uMsa. OOpa3kl KECTOKOT0
OTIIa, HEIagHO JIYTISIIero «TyIoro» pebEHKa, BCIJIBIBAIM KaXKIbM pa3, KOTr[a OH ero Cibman. Maso
KTO OCMEJIMBAJICS HAa3hIBaTh €T0 TakK, flaXke apuCTOKpATH C Kyaa 60jiee IPOYHBEIM MTOJIOKEHUEM U JTyd-
ey pemnyTanuel IpeaIoYuTaId He PUCKOBATh, €II€ IIOMHS, 9YTO TBOPUJI [l CO CBOMMU KOHKYPEHTa-
MU U 33 MEHBIIIEE.

— JIuza, — npousHéec Kowur.

— [I-ma? — yKpagKou CIpoCHUiia IofoIIeas Kyxapka, KOCsCh Ha IPOXOT.

— Ecnu qepes OeCAThb CEKYH[ Halll TOCTh HE nonané’r B I0OM, 51 OadM YKa3 BBEICEYb Tebs1 BMECTe C
TBOUMU NETHMH, — IIPOTOBOPUJII XO3MWH IIOMECTEA, HE 3allHYBIINCh HU Ha CEKYHIY.

JInza 6osnach u OeccTpaIIHoro noceTuTess, U Koiina, HO 3a feTel cTpax Obl emlé cuibHee. YyTh
JI1 He BJIETEB B IBEPh, OHA OTKPEI/IA €€ U, He YCIeB OTOWTH, Oblyia cOMTa B30eIIeHHEIM mapHeM. JIu3a
cpa3dy Xe y3Haja ero — 310 Anu. CupoTa, IPUHSBIINY JIeHHU KaK CBOEro OTLa.

«OH MCTUT? — 00pedeHHO oayMasa XeHImuHa. — ETo ke ceiyac... yObIOT!»



Ay Me[IIeHHO, HO BEPHO CTaJl IOAXOOUTh K 0€30PYKHOMY BlIafesbily ocoOHsIKa. Celiyac THEB
CMEHUJICSI 0CO3HAHKWEM TOTO0, YTO ITyTH Ha3ap HeT. [Tociie youiicTBa, TeM 6oee apucTOKpaTa, HUKTO
He OTIYCTHUT ero MPOCTO TaK. BEIXO[ TOIBKO OOWH — UATH [0 KOHIIA. Pe3KkuM pPrIBKOM Ay mobexkart
mpsiMo Ha MHCaHHU, CTOSIBIIIETO Ha JIECTHHUIIE.

[Iporpemen XJIOIOK.

Ay moneTen B CTOPOHY C YYOOBUIIHBIM IIOPE30M Ha Ilee, elllé YyTh-4yTh, X €T0 T0JI0Ba CIETUT C
nned. Y3 cocegHeil KOMHATH Ha 3TO B3upasl JHUIbCOH — ABOpEeLKU. Pyka ero, HampaBjieHHas B CTO-
POHY JTeKaBIIIETo TapHs, CJIeTKa OHIMUIACh CEPEIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO IIPEeAyIpexkaas, YTO IIYTUTh C Ma-
TOM BO3[OYIITHOM HAIIPABJIEHHOCTH He CTOUT. OmeThId B TAaKT ¢ MIHCAHU, DBOPEIKUI TaK XkKe KaK U OH
PABHOOYIITHO B3UpPaa Ha TPYII, OTKUHYTHIH B CTeHY. EMMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YEM OH IIOOYMas, TaK 3TO O TOM,
YTO, K CYACTHIO, ITIOBEIIeHHAs KapTHHA He IOCTpajaia.

— OTOr0 TOXe CXKeub? — CIIpOCHUm OHUIBCOH, MOOXO0Ms OIUXKe.

— Her, ckopmu cBuHBSIM, — u3peK KO 1, pa3BepHYBIINCH, HAIIPaBUJICS HaBEPX.
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