9T0 OB CTAPHUK C KOITHOHM CefbIX BOJIOC Ha TOJI0BE OMETHIH B MPOCTYIO pybariky. OH miesn
TI0OKAYMBasIiCh, KaK OYOTO TOTOB YIACTh B II000H MOMEHT, HO TI0 CPABHEHMIO C 9TUM ITOKAUMBAIOIIAMCS
TEJIOM PYKH CTapHKa ObIJTM HECPABHEHHO TBEPXKE.

CTapHuK CXBATHUJI XYMOIIABOI0 MYXKUYKMHY 3a JIEBYIO PYKY, IBYMS HAJIbI[aMU aKKYPATHO MPOLTYIILIBAs
€ro IyJIbC.

- "[la, 9TO MPU3HAaK OTpaBIeHusd." - Bcero 3a 0OIWH KOPOTKUU MUT CTAPUK OIPENesIuil CUMITOMEI
60JIe3HM 3TOT0 XYHOIIAaBOro YenoBeka. OgHAKO B €ro rjaa3ax M0sSBUJIOCh COMHEHUe, KOTIa OH CKa3all:
"MHTEpEeCHO, KaKUM SO0M €ro oTpaBuIm."

- "41 xe roBopuiia Tebe, YTO 3Ta YEpPHAs JTaBKa OTPABHUIA MOETO YejoBeKa M Temnephb 3abepeT ero
Ku3Hb!" - He moXumasic, IOKa CTapUK 3aKOHUYMT TOBOPUTH, KEHIIMHA CPEeIHUX JIeT 00HsIa TOIIEro
MYyXKYUHY U Hadasia 6e3yMHO IJaKaTh.

- "2KeHmuHa, g 3[ech I'MlaBHBIMA. ECIIM y Bac €CTh 4TO CKa3aThb, MBI MOXKEeM IIOTOBOPUTH 06 3TOM." -
X035IMH pecTopaHa IIOCIEeNIn BIepes, 4ToOs yoenuTs ee. [IBoe OKyTaTeiel, KOTOPhe X0TeNx
KYIIUTh €T0 PECTOPAH, BCe ellle OblIu 30ech. Ecnu Ovl KEHIIMHA ITPOI0JIKIIA MPOKINHATL UX TakK XKe,
TO PeCTOpaH, BEPOSITHO, IIOTEPSIT OBl BCEX CBOUX KJIMEHTOB.

- "THI - Y4ePHOCOTEHHHBIN 00CC, BePHU XM3Hb MoeMy desoBeka!" - Korfa moxuias XeHIMHa YBUIENa,
yTO 60CC BHIIIEN BIIEpe[, OHA TYT XK€ OTIYCTHIa CBOEr0 MYKUMHY U KPEIIKO YXBATHIIACh 3a OEeKIY
BJIQ[Ie/IbIIA OTEeJIs, BRITJISAAS TaK, CJIOBHO COOMpPAsack APaThCs HACMEPTh.

- "Ecnu Te6Ge eCTh UTO CKa3aTh, MOXKAJIYHUCTa, CKaxu 3T0. Tebe mpumeTcs 3To cKa3aTh." Bragener
pecTopaHa BCe BpeMsi TOBOPHUII i moOphie CJI0Ba B IOMBITKAX YTOBOPHUTE €e€.

Touuit yenoBek Ha 3eMJyie BHe3alTHO BCKPUKHYJ. Ero Teno 6e3yMHO 3agpoKao, a 3aTeM, HaKJIOHUB
TOJIOBY, OH IIepecTasl ABUTaThCS.

- "TTocmyradt, MO My2K OB OTpaBjieH A0 cMepPTH. Kak Thl MOXKeIIb 0KUAATh, YTO S Oy4y
IIPOJOJIKAaTh TOBOPUTH!?" - "BepHUTE XKU3Hb MOeMy MyXurHe! BepHUTE XKU3Hb MOEMY MyxkKuuHe!" -
KeHIMHA CpeNHUX JIeT JepHyJa X0351Ha 3a OfeXOy U 3aKpudasa elle Oe3yMHee.

"Ecnm BBl XOTHATE YTO-TO CKa3aThb, TO TOBOPHUTE, €CJIX BhI MOIKHEI 3TO CKa3aTh ..." bu3HECMeHH
6onbiie Bcero 00sIKMCh OBITH BOBJIEYEHHEIMU B TAKOT'0 pOfia HEBe3eHUe, II09TOMY OHU MOTJIM TOJIHKO
CTapaThCs M30 BCeX CUJ yOequTh JII0flel YTO BCe He TakK IIJI0X0, KaK KakKeTCs.

— "Xe-xe ..." - Ysab OeHT ITOCMOTPEN Ha HECKOILKUX YeJIOBEK M BHE3AITHO I'POMKO PacCMESICH.

Csio JIuHb HAaXMypHUJIACh U TUXO0 OCyHusa ero: "y Te6si ecTh coBeCTh? Pa3Be TH He BUOEN, YTO 3TOT
YyeJI0BEeK [OJIT0 He MPOTSHeT? ThH Bce ellle MOXKEIh Yas0aThCs?"

Ysup O3H mopHA OpPOBYU U C JIETKOM yiIpIOKOo# noxsonasn Cso JIMHb 110 171e4y, HO HU4Yero He ckKasall.

- "XM, KTO-TO IBHO JIUIIEH cocTpaganusd." Cgo0 JIuHb moxaJa IjedyaMy U IIpolLjia MUMO PyKu YaHb
®3Ha, pa30oyapoBaHHO OTBEPHYBILUCE.

C gpyroii CTOPOHBHI, KOTIa CEeOOBJIaChli CTAapUK YBUAEII, YTO YeJI0BEK BHE3AIlHO 3aMOJjidaJjl, OH
3abecnokousics. OH CHOBa IIPOBEJI PYKOH IIO0 Illee TOILIEro YejloBeKa U 00HaPYKUII, UTO yKe He MOXKET
HallynaTh IyJbC.

Crapuk apocTHO HaxMypuJics. C TOUKU 3pEeHUS JIOTUKH, Jaxke ecliu Okl f ObIJT 04UeHb TOKCUYHBEIM, OH



He cMOT ObI YOUTD TakK OBICTPO. YTO 2Ke 3TO OB 3a I, eCITM [laXKe OH He BUOEI ero paHbIe?

Iymast 06 3TOM, pyKHU CTapuKa He mepecTaBajy ABUTaThcsi. OH OBICTPO [OCTaN U3 CYMKH Ha Iieye

IepeBsHHYIO KOpoOKy. [Tocye Toro, Kak OH OTKPHLI ee, TOSIBUIOCh HECKOJILKO T10JI0C CEPeOPHUCTOTOo
cBeTa. [Topa3uTenbHO, HO 3TO OBLIM HECKOIBKO SIPKUX CepPeOpSHEIX UTII. YMEN0 BEIHYB OIHY U3 HUX,
CTapUK OCTOPOXKHO BCTABUJI €€ B CPEIHUN KaHaJl XyJOILIaBOT0 MYKYUHEL.

Opnako mnocne YKOJIa TOIIUU MyZK4YWHa BCe €Ille HEeIIOOABUZKHO JIEZXKAJl Ha 3eMIJIe.

['ma3a craprKa He u3MeHUIUCh. OH HOCTa U3 allTeYKHU ellle ONHY CepeOpSIHYI0 UTTIy ¥ OCTOPOXKHO
BCTaBus ee. Ero mBuxeHus ObIIU IIaBHEIMY, KaK TeKyllas Bofa, 6e3 Maseliieil mayssl.

CHOBa NMPOH3UB THTAHTCKYIO aKyIMyHKTYPY, JIUI0 CTapUKa HAaKOHEIl CTaJio Cephe3HEIM. [loce Tpex
UTJI TOIIXY 4eJI0BeK Bce elle Oe3:XKM3HEHHO JIexXal Ha 3eMIIe.

Bups, uto 3T0 6ecrosne3Ho, mpaBast pykKa CTapuka BOPYT 3allleBe/Iniiach, Kak IIBeiHas MallliHKa. 3a
KaKyI0-TO [OJII0 CEKYH[IbI BCe cepeOpsHEIe UTIIH B UTOJIbHULIE YK€ BOH3UIUCH B PA3/IMUHEIE
aKyNyHKTYpPHEIE TOUKY Ha TeJle XyAOIIaBOT0 My KYUHEI.

OpOHaKO 4eNnoBeK MO-IIPpE2KHEMY HEIIOABUZKHO JI€ZXKaJl Ha 3eMIJIe.

CrapuK CHOBA ITOTPOTAJI ero MyJIbC ¥ 6€CIIOMOIIHO B3MOXHYII. - "TI0X0Ke, y 3TOT0 YeloBeKa HeT
HUKaKOU HaJexXOH..."

- "Yro ThI TaM gesaems?" - JKeHIIKMHa CpeIHUX JIET 3aMeTHJIa, YTO TEJI0 ee Mya ObIIO YCHITaHO
cepeOpsiHBIMU UTTaMu. B ee riasax Obiia manuka. OHa GbICTPO oTHycTUIA 60Ccca, mogbexkana K MyxKy
M OTTOJIKHYJIA CTapuKa, KOTOPHIM cobrpascs cobpaTh UTOJIKH.

- "KT0 mo3Bosun Tebe Tak oOpamaThecs ¢ HuM?" - 2KeHIMHa CPeIHUX JIeT 3aKpryaja Ha CTapuka :"
KaKoe Thl UMeelllb IPaBO TaK 00paIaThCs C MOUM MYXKYUHOMK?"

Cxka3zaB 3TO, XeHIIHHA ORICTPO BRITAILUIA HECKOJIBKO CePeOPSHEIX UTOJIOK M3 Tejla CBOET0 MyXa U
Opocuiia UX Ha 3eMJIIO.

CTapuK OTKPHIT POT, HO HUYETo He cKa3an. OH OMyCTHII TOJIOBY ¥ IOmo6pa cepeOpsiHbIe UTIIH,
KOTOpPHIE XXeHIHa HeOpexXHo Opocuia Ha 3eMITIO.

- "9Ta XKeHIIWHA IeCTBUTENbHO HebarofgapHa. ITOT CTApUK SBHO CIIacaeT ee MyxXKa, HO OHa BCe
PaBHO X04eT ero MOKpUTHUKOBaTh." Csi0 JIuHb, KOTOpas Habiofana co CTOPOHEL, Obllla BO3MYyIlleHa 1
IIOMIaBJISOLee YyBCTBO CIIPaBEeIMBOCTU HAKPHIJIO €€ BOJTHOM.

Ysup OsH B3 Cs0 JIMHB 3a pyKy U OCTAHOBUII €e.

- "Otnyctu MeHs, Heromsu!" Cso JIuHb, Ka3aock, 31uiIack Ha 6onee paHHuM cMmex UYsnb ®aHa, Korga
oHa mpoOopMoTara cebe mox Hoc. OgHaKO Ha ee Julle MOSBUIICSA PYMSHEL.

OH 130 BCeX CUJ IBITaNach BHIPBATh PYKY, HO oOHapyxwumia, 4To YsHb O3H IepKUT ee 0UeHb KPENKo.
OHa HUKaK He MOrja 0CBOOOTUTHCS.

"Ornyctu." - Cso JIuHb HaflyJICsl OT CMYILIEHHS U THeBa. 3a BCIO CBOIO KM3HbL OHA HU pa3y He Oblla B
O0BATUAX MYKUUHEL

Opuako Ha nuile Ysub OoHa Oblta nuilb crabast ynribka. Kak 6yaro He ciblima ciioB Csio JIuHb, OH
TTPOMOIKAJT KPEIKO [IepKaTh MaJeHbKYI0 pyKy Cs0 TUHS.



- "Xm!" - Csi0 JIunb QrIpKHYyTa, HO 60IbIlle HE COMPOTUBIAIACh. Ee pyKU HEJI0BKO BCIIOTEH.

- "IToporo#i, 4To ¢ To60i?" 2KeHIMHa CPeIHUX JIET OCTOPOKHO B3siJIa CBOET0 MyXKa 3a BEPXHIOI0
YacThb Tejla U THXO I03Bajla, Kak OyOTO My MOT YCIHIIATh ee. Ee pyKu jlacKany CIUHY MyXa Tak,
OyaTo OHa IMoMoraja eMy IOIPaBUTh OHEXKAY.

OpHako Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI HEeXKHad JIaCKa XKEeHIIWHEI CTalla HEHNCTOBOIA.

- "[Toporoi, He myrai MeHs." PyKa KeHIIUHE CPETHUX JIeT OBICTPO IOTJIafKsIa KakAylo YacTh CIIMHEL
MYyKUYMHEI, ee JTU10 OBITI0 HAMoJHeHO cTpaxoM. OHa CMOTpeia Ha Hero MIMPOKO OTKPHITHIMU T'Jla3aMU
u Kpudasna: "[loueMy OH He IPOCHITIAETCS, IOYEMY OH He IPOCHIaeTcA? BEICTPO IPOCHIIaucsH,
OBICTPO IpoOCHImaics!"

OHa CHOBa ¥ CHOBA 3Bajla CBOEro MyzxKa. ['71a3a MOKHUION KEeHIITMHE OBUIN IOJTHB OTYasHUS, KOTHa
OHa mpoOopMoTaa mpo cedsi: "oTell, pa3Be THl He TOBOPHUII, YTO HET HUKAKuX Mpo0ieM? Pa3Be TH He
TOBOPWJI, YTO 3TO ObI/Ta MIPOCTO UMUTALMS cMepPTH? ITpockImancs, MpockIamncs."

OpHako ee MyX Bce ellle Jiexkall HeIIOJBHUXKHO Ha 3eMJie, KakK 0e3:KM3HEeHHHIN KyCOK IepeRa.

— "Vyy ..." — XeHIlIMHa CPeJHUX JIeT HaKOHeI] He BhiiepxKasla, 3aBbljla U BcTasa. OHa cXBaTuia
CTapuKa 3a OfleXOy U 3aKpuuajia BO BECh Ir0JIOC: "3a4yeM Thl BMeIIUBaellbcsa? [loueMy THI JIeYHUIlb
MOEro MyXK4uHy?"

CkopOHBIT T0JI0C GBI CMelllaH ¢ TTy00KOM Medasbio, 3aCTaBIsAsl OKPYKAIOIIUX JII0[ei YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s HECKOJIBKO 03aJaYeHHBIMH.

- "9#, a moyeMy THI Befielllb ce6si Tak? ITOT CTaphlii MUCTep SIBHO XOTEJI CIIAaCTU TBOET'0 My2Ka, HO ThI
BCe ellle X04Yelnb ero ocyguTth?" YyBCTBO clipaBeanuBoCcTH Cs0 JIMHL HAaKOHEI] BCIIBIXHYJIO0, KOTa OHa
noramuaa Ysue ®sHa K KeHIINHE.

- "Kto mpocurn cracats ero? Ecnu Obl He OH, MOM MyXk He yMep Ovl." - ['0JI0C )KeHIIUHBI CPETHUX JIET
ObLT Ha[JIOMJIEH, U ee XPHUILJIbIHA T010C OBLI II0JIOH TIeYali.

TBOU MyXK SIBHO HE3[IOPOB, HO THl Ha CaMOM [iejie KpUYUIIh Ha 3TOro crapuka.” Csgo JIuHb He xoTena
ObITH TPeB30MAeHHOM. OHa IOCMOTpesa Ha XXKEeHIMHY CPEeIHUX JIET C COUYBCTBUEM U T'HEBOM.

- "A KTO cKa3saJi, 4To Mox My MepTB? OH IPOCTO Chesl KaKoe-TO JIEKapCTBO U UHCILEHNPOBAJI CBOIO
cMepTh. OmHAKO OH OBUT 3aKO0JIOT UTJIOW 3TOTO CTapuKa U yMep." - 2KeHIIKWHa CPeHUX JIeT, Ka3ajocCh,
Oblya CIMIIKOM OlledasieHa, KOrfia roBOpuUia, He JyMas.

"O.... " OkpyxKamwlue II0Aau cpa3y MOHANH, YTO 9TU OBOE IIJIaHWPOBAJIX BEIMOTATh AEHBIU Y 3TOT0
pectopata. KTo 65l MOT mogyMaTh, YTO CTy4alHO OH OyOeT YHUYTOXKEH 9THM CTAPUKOM M Jaxke
IIOTEePsieT CBOI XKU3Hb?

-"A, Tak THl caM Hanpocumcs." - Xo34uH pecTopaHa OBl B IPOCTU. ITU IBOE IIPOCTO KJIeBeTalIu Ha
HETOo.

"Toporoii ..." - OBICTPO IPOCHITIACS. - "2KeHIMHa CPeIHUX JIeT, Ka3ajoch, yCTala pyratbcs. OHa
6ecmomoIHO 0OHSIa My2Ka U cefla Ha 3eMJTI0, TUXO BCXJIUIIHIBAS."

- "He BosHYy#iCS, MBI IIPOCTO TIOJOXKAEM CKOPYI0. MoXKeT OBITh, MBI CMOXKeM CITacTu ero." - CTapuk
yXKe yImakKoBajl KOpoOKY C UTJIaMU U C 03a004YeHHBIM BUIOM Pa3roBapHBall C XKEHIIUHON CPEIHUX JIET.
Kaxk xoporro "oToMCTUTE oOpPOIeTeNbi0".



- "Xoporo, xopoio!" - 2KeHIIIMHa CPEeIHUX JIET MOTEPSIia CBOK PEIINMOCTh, OKa3aBIIKUCh B 9TOU
y&KacHou cutyauuu. OHa IpoCTO gepzKaja CBOero MyxXKa Ha pyKaxX U cliefjoBajla YKa3aHUsIM
CTaplIero, rOTOBACH K OTHE3Y.

- "ITomoxmu, eCNTyd THI He XO4Yelllh, YTOOR TBOM MYK YBUMEN IIaps Afla, OTIIYCTH €T0 ¥ He OBUTauCs! -
BHe3amHo pa3smarncs romoc Ysups PsHa.
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