Ko mue poOko moporia MuHamuHO Moe.

— II-mpocTH, Asika-4aH... ecqid OBl OT Hac OB XOTh KAKOMH-TO TOJIK...

OHu HHAYEro He MOTJIM BO3pa3uTh, Korfa fAcy Kpudan Ha MeHs. [10X0xke, OHU U3BUHSIOTCS 3a 3TO.
4 mocrapanach He TEPATH caMoo0IagaHus, yIbIOHYBIINUCH €.

— Hudero. MHe pagoCTHO y2Ke OT TOTO, YTO BhI KeJIaeTe IOMOYE.

— AdKa-yaH...

B 9TOT MOMEHT...

— Yaaa... egsa npoHecso, He npaga au? Yto Kupuxapa, 4To ACy-KyH, KaK g ¥ Aymasa, HaM,
XOPOIIKM [I€BOYKaM, He TIOAPYKUTHCSI C HUMU~.

— Acaru-cas...

B Ham pa3roBop BMelIanach AeBYIIKa, 06I1agaolias MPeBOCXOJHEIM THYHEM HaBBIKOM, HECMOTPS Ha
cBoii B panr, Ukycaba Acaru. Eif He HpaBUTCS, KOT/la Ha3bIBAEILb €€ 10 GaMUIUH, I03TOMY
IPUXOOUTCS 0OpaIIaThCS 110 UMEHMU.

[Tocmne 9TOT0 U3 KYyCTOB K Acaru BHIIIUIA ONHA U3 IPEACTAaBUTEILHUI] €€ TPYIIIIHL.

— Acarmu.

— MMmm?

— Kaxk u oxxupganoch, He MoxkeM HauTu Ilomro.

— O~ PeasnbHO 4YTO U~

— PeasnbHO-TIpHpEanbHoO.

4 B3rngHysa Ha rpynmny Acaru.

... Eé HeT. He mory cpenu Hux Hait Kacumy Kobato.

— Acaru-can! C Kacumoii-caH 4T0-TO IPOU3OLITIO? — HEBOJIbHO BEIPBAJICA Y MEHS BOIIPOC.
Acaru B3rngHyNla Ha MaMuio CEKO. OTUM B3TJISIOM OHa flajia MOHSATh, YTOOH Ta 00BICHUTIA.
Mamus 3aroBOpua, BEITIIAOS IPU 9TOM HETOBOIbLHOM:

— Korpa mosiButach OrpoMHAasi CTasi 9THX CTPAHHEIX 3BePei, HEKOTOPEIE HaXOOUIUCh CIIHIIIKOM
masneko... Kobato mobexasa 3a OQHOU NEeBOYKOH, BOT TOJIBKO...

Mawmusd noBepHyJach K nogpyre, Kano Mcy3y, mepefnaBas eu C/10BO. Ta B CBOIO 0Yepenb
JIETKOMBICTIEHHO YIIBIOHY IaCh:

— 9... a yero s-T0? 4 ycnblIana, Kak MeHs 30ByT, ¥ o6pafoBasnack... A ITommo eire u yonoOHO
OTBJIEKJIa Ha cebsT MOHCTPOB, TakK 4TO g cOexkasa Imof IyMoK. Texe~J

Kano nmoka3aja si3bIK.



— Yero...

Kacuma KobaTo oTmpaBuiachk Ha IMOMCKYM OMHOKIIACCHUIIE, HO KaHo mpourHopupoBaia eé u Opocuna.
Haxe He Opocuna, a cuenana u3 Ko6aTo mpuMaHKY.

[Tpexme 4eM s ycresa XOTh YTO-TO CKa3aThb, BEIpaXxKeHue nuila Kano ORICTPO U3MEHUTIOCS.

— H-my a 9T0 OBITIO fleNIaTh, MOHCTPHI Takue cTpamiHkie! U takue Gonbiue! Yto?! CtapocTa... TH
BuHUIIb MeHA?! Kak ke Tak?! Kakas ke Tl 37110Ka! Yaaa... *XHBIK*... 371ad, 371ad AdKa... yyy~
Cexooo.

KaHno B cie3ax 6pocumnach B 00bITHS MaMumu.

ATtMmocdepa BOPYT pe3K0O U3MEHUIACh, ¥ I'PyIiia Acaru ocyxparwllle I0CMOTpesia Ha MeHs.
— He cnumkoMm nu 2KecToko, Aska?

— Ha eé mecTe Tak mocTtynun Ovl 1100605 !

— HWcy3y He chenana HUYEro Ijioxoro!

— IlocToiiTe, mocnyinaiiTe! Asike 04Y€Hb TIOBE3JI0 POMUTLCS B XOPOIIeH ceMbe, T03TOMY OHA He
TIOHMMaeT HalllUX YyBCTB!

4 TBEépHo pemmsa He obpallaTh BHUMAHUS U JOCIymaTh e€. Ceiiuac He BpeMs IIOOHUMATH IIyM 110
3TOMY IIOBOZY.

— Acaru-cas.

— Jaco?

Ecnu cyouts B 00111eM, UX BMeCTe CAepXKuBaeT Acaru.

— [aBaii HaugeéM Kacumy-caH.

— Ara. Yoaun~.

— O7? Hert, yMM... 1 UMeI0 B BUAY C Acaru-caH U OCTaJIbHbIMH...

— 9? Y10 XK, XMMM... BUUIIb 11, CKOPO C ITIOMCKOB NOJIXKHEI BepHYThCA UeTBepo [TlouTeHHBIX
CBATHIX... A BIr1yOb JIeca BCE XKe COBAThCS OTaCHO.

— H-#0 KacuMa-caH xKe Ball ToBapuI?!

— Ara, u B 00MeH Ha He€ PUCKHYTh XKUIHIMHU OPYTUX? — BOPYT OTBETHUJIA OHA C OTKA30M BO B3TJISfIE.
Be3 kakux-m1u00 9MOIUIA...

Be3pasnuuso...

E€ cnoBa sicHO maBanu 00 3ToM moHATh. OfHAKO K Hel cpa3y BepHynach 0e33aboTHas atMocdepa.

— Axaxaxa~! [Ta myuy s! Yero TH Takas cepbe3Has. JlagHo, mpocTu! A, y Te6s ceiiuac OBITIO TaKoe
JKe U110, KakK Torga ¢ OoruHel-yan! Kak OBl BRIpa3UThCA... Asika eIUHCTBEHHAs, K KOMY OHa
OTHOCUTCS TaK CypoBo! Ecu yX ¢ Hell COBCEM He 3alafuTCs, TO BCerAa MOXKeIIb II0COBETOBATHCS CO



MHOU, XOpoIIo? fl MOTy IOMOYb, XOTS OBl BEIC/TyIIaB~.
— X-xBaTUT 00 9TOM, HykHO HaliTu Kacumy-caH...

— VMM, BUAUIIL JIM... €CIU [yMaTh PealuCcTUYHO, HaM 3TO He 110 CujaM. MHe 4eCTHO XKaJjlb TEPSTh
KoGaro... [Ipsimo kaTtacTpoda, 51 Ok cKka3ana? Ho TH e MOHWMaeEIb, YTO 3aX0OUTh I'Iy0OKO B JieC -
OTacHO?

— Ho ecnu gBuHeMcs celdac, TO HOJKHBI YCIIETE CIIa...

— BesonacHocTs ogHolM KobaTo, Uy nonel BOBIEUEHHEIX B €€ ITOMCKY, €CIIX CIIPOCHUIID, Kyaa i
OosblIle CKIIOHAOCS... [la, IPUAETCS 0TKa3aThCs OT e€ IoUCKoB~. Ho caMa 51 00euMuU pyKaMu «3a»,
YyTOOBI OTIIPABUTLCS 3a HEW. OOHAKO €CJTU TaK IOAyMaTh... HE IyMaelllb, YTO BMECTO MEHS, TOJIbKO
HayWHaILIe! I03HaBaTh 3TOT MUP, CTOUT 00paTUThCS K UeTkIpéM [TouTeHHBIM CBATHIM U HaHTE? A,
HO 9TO BCETO UMb MOE MHEHUE, IOHATHO? {1 He HaBA3kIBalo ero. Beop HABSA3EIBATH CBOE MHEHUE -
I17I0XO.

MHe Heyero ex BO3pa3uTh.
B utore s e¥ Tak 1 HUYETO HE OTBETHIIA.
«B TakoM cny4ae, maxke eClid OTIPABIIOCh Ha IIOUCKY OFHOM...»

Opuako YetBepo [ToYTEHHEBIX CBSITHIX OTKa3anu MHE. OHM CKa3asld, YTO CECTPH TaKao Toxke
IOTEePSIKCE... HeT, mymato, s He BUfella UX elle OO0 MIeCTBUS MOHCTPOB. Kyoa OHU MOTTIH YHTH?

Kacuma KobaTo u céctprl Takao. [ToMuMo 3TuX Tpoux 0Kojio YeThIpEX [T0UTEHHBIX CBATHIX U HIHTEL
coOpanuck Bce. «MbI TOUILEM UX [0 3aKaTa» - 00BSABUII BCeM ATUTO, TPEACTaBUTENb YETHIPEX
[To4YTEeHHEBIX CBATHIX.

U Bcé xe B 00/1acTH OJEMOHOB TBOPUTCA YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, TaK 4YTO OBLITO penieHo 3aKOHYHUTh
9KCIIeJUuIINI0 CEeTOOHsA.

HsauTa OTIIPaBUJIaCh C HUMH. PemmBiiuce, g ToxKe BEI3BalaCh, HO, YET0 U CIIEIOBAIO OXKUOATh, MHE
OTKa3aJIu.

4 3agyMarnach Hafl CJI0BaMU CTapiuei nouyepu YeThpex IT0YTEHHBIX CBATHIX:

«Bcé mpocTo MoTOMY, YTO MBI CUJIbHEe TeOs. A... TPOCTH, HABEPHOE CTOUT OOBSICHUTH. B TBOEM
HEIHEIITHEM COCTOSIHUM, ThI JIUIIb OyMelb MyTaThCs non HoraMu. TeOe ellle pacTu ¥ pacTH... TakK YTO B
TIEPBYIO OYepenb 03ab0ThCs O CBOEY KU3HU.»

BcrnoMHUB focany, KOTOPYIO s OIIyTHIIa OT €€ CJIOB, s IIPUCIIOHUIIACh K CTBOJTY [I€PEBa.

Iameko B HeOe HayaJl TPOXOTATh I'POM, ¥ IIOIIEJ T0K/Ib.

— ... OTKpHITE CTATYyC.
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OKHO ¢ XapaKTePUCTUKAMU OBUIO SICHO BUOHO Haxe IIOI HOXKAEM. I paccesiHHO yCTaBUIaCh HA HETO.

«4 BCE erme crmabasi... IO3TOMY...»



OmycTHUB roNIOBY, S KPEMKO CcXkaJjla KOIbe B 00baTHgX. CoBa cinaboro He JOCTUTHYT HUKOTrO. [la... Ko
MHEe HUKTO He IIPUCITyIIaeTCs.

«HyxkHo cTath cunbHee... CUIbHEE BCEX... €llle, ellle, ellle, ellle, elre... Pagu Bcex... YTOOH g cMoria
BCEX 3alIUTUTh... CUIbHEee...»

Ot nuna Kacumer Kobato

— Aaaaax... XxaaaaX.... Pyyyx!

41 6exkasia CKBO3b JIMBEHbD, KOTOprfI TPOMKO CTYYHT II0 JIUCTBAM OKPYXKAIOIIUX NEPEBLEB. Cetiguac
JaXe CTYK KaIleJib BCEeJIsI€T B MeHs CTPaxX. A ocTtaHOBUIACH U, YIIEPEBIINCE PYKAMHU B KOJIEHH,
OT'JIAHYJIIaCh.

— Xaaa, Xaaa, Xaaal..
«Ybexamna?!»

[To myTH g BCTpeTHIa MHOXKECTBO MOHCTPOB, HO MHE KaK-TO yHanoch c6exkarb. OgHAKO S TaK
COCPEeNoTOYMIach Ha HUX, UTO IIOTEPSIach.

4 B3rNsIHyNIa Ha BUCSILIUH Ha T0sICe KUHKAI.
«Hapo 6bl710 menath MOMETKX Ha IyTH...»

[ToHauany s 0oTMeYasa MPOUeHHbIe JePeBbs KpecTaMu, HO ITOCJIe BCTPeUr C MOHCTPaMH, V MEHS He
OBLTIO Ha TO BpeMs.

4 Kpenko 3aXKMypuiacs.
«HHTepecHO, yOexkana mu KaHo-caH...»

4 Xxouy BepHYThCS Halll MUDP BMeCTe CO BceMU. Tak rosopuna Coro Asika, ¥ MHE X04eTCs el B 3TOM
noMo4b. MBI BCe BMECTe BEPHEMCS B HAIl MUD, HUKOTO He IOTEPSB.

«Bnaromapst 6oruHe-cama 3amnsicTbe CaKkyphl-CaH MIPUPOCIO 06PAaTHO K PyKe... [Ioka 4To elre HUKTO
He ymep... He yMmep... Taxk 4To...

— AX... — MalIMHAIBHO IPUKPELIA I POT pyKamu. — HeT, 3TO He Tak...

Ha, morubmmuit yxke ectb. Mumopu Toka. MbI IPOCTO He OLIYTUIIU ero CMepTU. U menio He B TOM, 4TO
OH IIOYTH He BHIOENIANCS B KJIacce, MBI IIDOCTO He BUIETN ero CMepTU. Bce Tonmbko Habmonanu, Kak
ero IepenpasisaioT B Pyuns n3basnerus. [109TOMy-ToO ero cMepTh U He KaXKeTCs peasibHOM IJIs Hac...



[Tpruuna, 10 KOTOPOU s copBaiach 3a Kanou Hcyay, 1 3agyManachk Haf STUM.

«Korga MuMopu-KyHa OTIpaBisaiy B Pynnsl u30aBneHus, 1 HUYero He MOIJla IIOfenaTk... IPOCTO
CBEeXKHUIIAaCh OT CTpaxa...»

C Tex caMBIX TIOp MEHSI My4aeT BUHA. Sl He MOTY IPOCTUTH ciadyio cels.
«0OpHako...»

Ilaxe certyac MOIO I'PyAb HAIlOJHSAET CTPax. A TakxXKe... 10 KAKOK-TO IPUYHMHE 5 OILIyIIa0
3apoxparolieecs oT4asHue. HyKHO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee BEPHYTHCS KO BCEM, UJIU S YMPY.

«YMpy...»

OuryTuB 3TO HaBlieHUeE, s He MOT'Y COIIPOTUBIISITHCS CTPAXy CMePTH. MOHCTPH 0071aCTH 30I0THIX
IeMOHOB. f yBuOesa Ux BXKUBYIO U Oblyla moKUpoBaHa. OT 3TOr0 yparaHHOT'0 Mapllia 5 UCIIkITala
oryasine. C KaXXIOBIM UX CBUPEIEIM PEBOM MHE BCE CTpalllHee. MHe mpaBha X04eTCst MPOCTO CECTh U
3aKPHITh VIIH, HO €CITH OCTAHYCh 3[I€Ch, TO TOYHO YMpY...

BONBIIMHECTBO MOHCTPOB yXKe€ IIPOLIIIA KyOda-TO MUMO HaC, HO B OKPYyT€ IIO-IIPEXKHEMY IMaCTal0T
OTCTaBIIINE.

«MoXKeT MeHS UIIyT... TOTOa HaBepPHOe JIy4Ille He YXOOUTh [aneko... Y BCé-Taku Kakas ke s
Oecrnones3Hasd...»

HpOl"HaB 9TU MEICJIH, 51 OIOIYTHIIA YHEIHHE.

«3Hasa Bemb... d He Takad, Kak Coro-caH... Ho MHe X0TesIoCcTh OBITH II0JIE3HOMH... I XoTena IIoMoub
3abotnuBoy Coro-caH faxe B TAKOW yKACHBIY MOMEHT...»

Kax BOpyr... 1 yCrblliana HU3KUHU, IPUTTIYIIEHHBIN PhIK.
4 B3pporHyna, y MeHsI MOOKOCUINCh HOTY U OTKa3bIBaJIMCh CHeJIaTh XOTh OJUH Iar.
OyeBHUIHO, UYTO JIIOAYU TaK HE phlYaT. ITO 3Bephb. Kakou yCcTpallamiii pHK.

W 4TO BaxkKHee BCEro... faxe I0J] CMbIBAIOIINM BCE TUBHEM, MOXKHO OIIYTUTb, KaK OT 3BePsI CMEPOUT
KPOBBIO.

«H-myxHO crpsaTaTtbscs!.. CKopee...»

*menecTrenue*

— I'ppp...

Hs KYCTOB BHIIIE]I OKpOBaBHeHHbIﬁ 3BEPk.

OH 67113K0, OH OBIJI TAK PSMOM, a S faXKe He YYBCTBOBAJIa €ro MPHUCYTCTBHUS.
YnaB Ha KOJIeHH, A IBITajach Ka3aThCSA KaK MOXKHO MEHBIIIE.

MepnieHHO ¥ POOKO... S TIOTHSIA TOJIOBY.

— Ax...



CTONKHYBIIKUCH C PEATTbHOCTHIO, S OIIYTHIIA, KAK MHOM IOJTHOCTHIO OBJIAafleBa€T OTHASHUE.
[Tepeno MHOM CTOSI...
— ... YTto 3a? B TakOoM MecCTe... YeJIOBEK?

... IBYHOTUY MOHCTP C I'0JIOBOY JieoIlapAa, TOBOPSIIUY Ha YEJIOBEYECKOM SI3HIKE.
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