[Tocpenu BOeHHOTO J1arepsi, 3a 9KCTPaBaraHTHOM KPACHOU 3aBeCOM B OTPOMHOM IIaTpe ObI
POCKOIITHEIN IIePCTSIHOM KOBep. B leHTpe Hero cTosizia orpoMHasi fepeBsHHas 6aabs. ITO BHITIIIIEIO
CTPaHHO - TI0YeMY B BOEHHOM Jlarepe, Iie MapuImpyeT apMus, Obljla Takasi POCKOIIHAs BaHHAs?

Ho XeHIuHa, 4TO ceifdac jexaja B BaHHOM, aOCOJIIOTHO He YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO YTO-TO He Tak. Boma B
BaHHOU He Obllla MPO3pavyHol, B Hee ObliM 100aBlIeHbl pa3IMYHbBIe 3HAMEHUTHLIE U OPOTYe apoOMaThl U
comb Oyid BaHH. [10 Boge MeqIeHHO MjlaBaiu KpacHbIe enecTKu. KeHIuHa, CUAAIlas B BaHHE,
BHITJIAAZIENIa OYeHb JO0BOJIbHOM. OHa MO0JI0XKHUIIa CBOIO AJIMHHYIO U U3SIIHYI0 HOXKY Ha Kpau BaHHEHL. Ee
U3SIITHLIE CTOILI OBITM HACTOJIFKO IIPEKPACHEI, YTO UX CJI0KHO ObIIO OBl onucaTh. Ee HOTOTKYU SIBHO
PETYJISIPHO TOOBEPTraluch NeAUKIOpy. Ee Teso BhIllle CTPOWHBIX HOXKEK OBII0 HOealbHBIX TPOTIOPIUH.
Takue GopMBI IPUTSATUBANIM B3TISAOB Kaxkmoro. Ecnu O6bl OHa 3aMepiia Ha MecTe, JTI000# MOT ObI
IIOAyMaTh, YTO OHa HMealbHasd MpaMOpHas CTaTys.

Ee ToHKHe nalbYuKU UTPAIUCH C IIBETKOM, BCE ellle TTOKPHITEIM Pocoi. [TornaguB JiemecTKy, OHa
CIpsiTajia CBoe IMpeKpacHoe JIKI0 3a I[BeTKOM. B ee rya3ax, Korja OHa CMOTpeJia Ha 9TOT I[BETOK,
OblTa cTpaHHas yiaeiOKa. [IeBylka o0afasa YOIUBUTEILHBIME TJIa3aMHU - OHA pagyKKa OT/IMYaniach
TI0 IBETY OT APYTOH. ITO ee HUCKOIBKO He CMYIIA/IO - KaK ITPAaBUTENIb, OHA BCE PABHO JO/IXKHA ObIa
OTJINYATHCS YEM-TO OT APYTHUX JIIOTEH.

[leBylIKa TUXO IIOTPY3UJIach B BOLY U HacCIaXaanach CBoel ropsuyer BanHou. ONHAKO CO3[1aBajioCh
BIleYaT/IeHNe, CJIOBHO OHA 0 4eM-TO HAIPSIKEHHO Pa3MBIIIIATIA U 4eTro-To XKaaja.

BxomHas 3aBeca IaTpa arpecCUBHO paclaxHylack. [[eBylIKa BCTala, ¥ ee IpeKpacHas TPylb
KOJIBIXHYTIACh - 9TO OBITIO 0YEHb 9POTUYHO. W IBHO He CMYIIAio ee, MECTO 9TOTO OHa CMOTpella Ha
TpUOTMKABLIETOCS BOMHA B OpPOHE, 32 KOTOPBIM TSIHYJICS 3alaX KPOBH U CMEPTH.

KoponeBa cnerka ycMexHyach u jerna Hadag. OHa IIoCcMOTpesia Ha BOMHA C Oe/TbIMU BOJIOCAMH,
CTOSILIIETO TIEpPeN Hell U clierkKa XUXUKHYB CKa3asa: « Mol BOMH yXKe BepHYyJca? KaxkeTcs, Th IpHHEC
MHE ITpPeKpacHble HOBOCTH.»

«BoeHHBIE TPOdEU.»

BowH gan mpocToii 0TBET CBOEM KOpoJieBe X OPOCHUII TO, UTO TallujI 3a co00M. [[Be TOJIOBH U iBa Tella
- MaJIEHbKYIO I€BOYKY ¥ MEHS.

4 cTan BoeHHHEIM TpodeeM.

¢ cHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ymas nuiioM BHU3. [IogoxXauTe, HET, 9TO OB MEPBHIM pa3. M Ha 3TOT pas,
MOe€ JIMIIO yIIaji0 B MSITKUYM KOBep. Mou pyKu ¥ HOT'H OB CBSI3aHBI, CJIOBHO V CBUHBY 1TOH HOBHIM
l'om. f He MOT MOOHSATE B TAKOM IIOJIOKEHUHU CBOEH T'OJIOBBI, TOJIBKO M MOT YTO XK€BATh IIEPCTIHOU
KOBED.

MoxkHO OBIJIO YCIIBIIIATh 3BYK HepeHHBamHleﬁCH BOMEI, IIOCJIE€ 9ETO Ha KOBEP CTYIIHUIIXA 00CHIe HOXKKH.
YecTHO roBOpPA, g OEeHCTBUTEIIBHO XOTE IIOCMOTPETH, KaK BEITJIANE]Ia KPaCaBUIla YTO BHIIIIA W3



BaHHOU. {1 GBI HACTONIBKO IIOKUPOBAH, KOTIa MeHs GPOCHUIM, YTO HE YCIes ee pacCMOTpeTh. OmHaKo
ceryac s COBUHYTHCS He MOT. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOT - 9TO CMOTPETh Ha BOAY, CTEKAIOIIYIO 110 ee
uieaTbHEIM HOXKaM, U KaK 9TH HOXKH 00XOISAT MEHS BOKPYT.

OHa nopomina K BOUHY U € YIBIOKOM cpocua: «3To - royioBa Koponsa 1eMoHOB?»

«Jla, Balre Benmu4ecTBO, a 3TO TOJIOBA €r0 XKeHBl. IX TPYIIH S TaKxXKe MpHUHecna. d TUYHO
obe3rnasuia ux.»

[Toxoxe, meByIIKa-BOMH, YyTh HE 00€3rIaBUBIIAs MEHS, OTYHUTHIBANIACh O Pe3yabTaTax 005 CBoe
beHOMeHaNbHO KpacuBoil Koposese. XoT4 51 He 3HakoM ¢ KoposneM [1eMOHOB, MHe Bce 3Ke ObLIO Ol
TIeYasbHO, ecyiy Obl MEHS JIUIIKIA TOJIOBHI 9Ta MOJIOfast JEBYIIKA, HE TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO elle
JKeHy yOuu.

«BocxutuTtenbHo! 9To BocXuTUTENbHO! TH 3acTaBIIsIelIb MEHSI TOPAUTHCS TOOOM, MOM BOMH. MoXKellb
JIX THI 9TO TAaPAHTUPOBATL? MOXKEIIb TN TaPaHTUPOBATh YTO ThI IMYHO 00€3TjIaBuIa KOPOJIS HEMOHOB
0e3 Kakou-1ub0 IIOMOIIK?»

«JTa. OnbGbl ¥ THOMBL OBUIM 3aHSTHL CHAPYXKU. f B OOUHOYKY yOuIa ero.»

['o;10Cc KOPOJIEBH CTal KpaiHe BO30yKIEHHBIM, OMHAKO I'0JI0OC BOMHA OCTABAJICS BCe TAaKWM XKe
CIIOKOWHBIM, KaK ¥ 00bIYHO. Ee roynoc Hu pa3y He MEHSJICS, HU TOTMa, KOTOa OHa IMOYTH 00e3rIaBuiIa
MeHs, Hu ceiiyac. [Ins yenoBeka youts Kopoms [IeMOHOB... 3TO, 10 UOee, HOIKeH ObLT OBITh
HEBEPOSITHHIM IOIBUT, HO KAXKeTCS IS JeBYIIKHU-BOMHA 3TO OBITIO MOAO0HO YOUNCTBY KYPHUIIEI K
IPA3THUYHOMY VKUHY.

«BocxuturtensHo! BocxuturtensHo! Belipus, hanTactuueckas pabora! Ax! HemoBeuecTBo HUKOTIa He
[ienano HUYero, 4To BbI3Basio OBl Yy MeHS TaKylo ropgocTh. Beiipusi! Mos moporas! Tel 0elCTBUTENIBHO
Moe Beuuauinee cokposuile! Trl 3Haelllb, 4TO TH cAefana? Tl cliacia BeCh Mup! Bech Mup nonxex
amyogupoBaTth Tebe! U Temeps S MOTY MOAHSTL YEJI0BEUECTBO 00 MO3ULIKY JIUIepa B albsHCE - BCE
6maromapst TBoel xpabpocTu. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, TBOS XpaOpPOoCTh KakK YesloBeKa I103BouiIa Tebe yOUTh
Koporns [IeMOHOB. TO OTIUYHEIE HOBOCTH. Mos nmobumasi Belipus, s HUKOTla He Obl/la Tak
cyacTtnusal»

«Ballle BeTM4eCTBO... MOU [OCIEXU TPsA3HEIE...»

«Bce B IopsigKe, BCe B IIOPAOKE.»

Ecnu 65l 1 MOT TOCMOTPETH B X HaIIPaBJIEHUU cerldac, TO CKOpee BCero MeHs Ovl XKnaa necbuiickas
cueHa, BepHO? Ho s Bce TakKe He MOT IIORHSTH I'0JIOBY, TOJIBKO X MOT YTO CMOTPETh Ha 60Chle HOXKKH
YTO U3BUBAJIUCH BOKPYT 00YTHIX B OPOHIO.

«KTO Xe 9Tu gBoe?» - CIIPOCHiia KOPOoJieBa, MOAX0s K HaM.



KoporneBa, HakoHell, oOpaTuia CBOe BHUMaHME Ha HAC - MEHS U MaJIeHbKYIO IEBOUKY. £ CMOTpes Ha
ee 60CBIe HOXKKY TTepefo MHOM He B CHJIaX OTBECTH B3T/isiH. CIyCTs MIHOBEHHeE, ST TOYYBCTBOBA 4YTO-
TO MSTKO€e Ha Moel royioBe. Koposesa mpuzkaja CBOIO HOXKKY K MOeU I'0JI0B€ U BaBUJla B KOBEP.
KaxeTcs, OHa He u37eBaeTCsA Hal0 MHOH, el IIPOCTO BECETIO.

HoxKka KoponeBH Obllla HEBEPOSITHO MSITKOM. XOTSI OHA HE O4YeHb IIJIOTHO KOHTAKTHPOBaa C MOel
T'0JIOBOM, 3TOTO BCe e OBbIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH 1 HEMHOT'0 BO30yAuics. [I0CKOJIbKY OHa TOJIBKO
IIOKMHYJIa CBOIO BaHHYIO, €€ TeJI0 BCe ellle U3[aBajlo KpaliHe IPUATHEIM apomMaT. C MOUM HOCOM
urpasl HaxaJIbHBIM I[BETOYHEIN JIEIIEeCTOK. Bofa c ee Tena, KOTOPYIO OHa BCe ellle He BEITepIia, CTeKalla
10 ee HOXKKaMy Ha MO0 TOJIOBY...

Ee co6ma3HuUTeNbHOE MOBEIeHNE COBEPLIEHHO He TI0Ka3aJIoCh MHe YHU3UTEIbHBIMU. [lake Hao00poT,
y MeHs 6eCCTBITHO BCTAl MOM Myafluii ToBapuil... Koposesa, urpasck ¢ MOel I'ojIoBO#, TOCMOTpPea
Ha BOMHA ¥ BECEJIO CIIPOCHUIIa: «ITOT MyXKYMHa-4€eJI0BEK, He BaXKHO, KakK Obl 1 ero He ocMaTpHUBaJa.
Belipus, moueMy 4eyioBeK CTal TBOUM BOEHHBIM TpodeeM? MoxkeT OBITh, 3TOT YeJIOBEK IIOMOTaJl
Koporto [1eMoHOB?»

«f u3BMHAKCH, Ballle BenuecTBO. 4 TOXKe He 3HAI0 KTO OH. f He MOTr'y OIpefeiuTh KTO OH II0 ero

ofleXk7ie, ¥ OH He uMeJl Ipu cebe HUKAKUX N0Ka3aTeIbCTB TUYHOCTHA. OHAKO OH MOSBUJICS BHYTPU
nBopua Kopons [1eMOHOB U 3all[UTUII €r0 J04b. d 4yBCTBOBAJa, YTO [OJIXKHA CYUTATh €r0 BparoM u
II03TOMY U IIPHBETIA.»

BouH cTosna psAmoM co MHOM U 00BbsICHsIa Bce KopojieBe. KoponeBa GrIpkHYya u ydpasa CBOIO
HOXKKY C MOeM T'0JIOBHL. ¢l He0XKuAaHHO II0OUYBCTBOBAJI YyBCTBO pa3odapoBaHus. KoponeBa npucesna u
TIOCMOTPeJia Ha MeHsi. BouH, cTosias 3a Moel ciuHou, 663 Kakou-Tu00 KaloCTH MOTSHYIA MO0
T'0JIOBY BBEPX. Moe TeJo GBIJIO CJIOBHO 3aMOpPOXKEHHAs CojieHas pbifa. Y MeHst He ObLIO0 BEIOODA,
KpOMe KaK U30THYTh CBOE TEJIO - s CPa3y e II0YyBCTBOBAJ 60JIb B CIIMHE, CJIOBHO €€ IIBITANIUCh
crnoMaThk. MeHsI ocMaTpuBasa Iapa pa3HoLBETHHIX I'1a3. Ha mpekpacHOM JuIle KOPOJIEBEI MTOSBUIACH
I1aJI0BNIMBasA yIbI0Ka, OHa OCMOTpeEJia MeHs, CJIOBHO MUJTYI0 HHTEPECHYIO 3BePYIIKY. [IPOTSIHYB CBOIO
PYKY, OHa YIIUIIHYJIa MO€E JINIIO, U3-3a Yero 51 00J1e3HeHHO CKPUBUJIICSA. M B 3TOT MOMEHT 5T 3aMETHII,
KaK U3 ee I0JIOTEHIIa BHITJISIbIBAIM PO30BLIe YIIPyTHre GOPMEI I'Py/eii, KOTOPHIE OT TOTO, YTO OHA
TIpHcesia, CTajyu ellle BEIPa3uTeIbHEe.

«JI1060mbITHO... KTO THI? [ToyeMy THI, YeJIOBEK, ITOSIBUJICS Ha CTOPOHE JeMOHHYeCKOH pachl? [louemy
THI OfleT B TaKyl0 CTpaHHYI0 ofexnay? IloueMy Tol 3amuTtui goub Koposns [IeMoHOB? Thl MOXKelllb
00BSICHUTEL 3TO MHE?»

«d... ... d Toxe He 3Ha0. ... 1 IPOCTO NOSIBUJICS TYT... I YBUHEI... KOTO-TO... KTO IILITAJICS YOUTH
MaJIeHbKYIO I€BOYKY...»

4 yecTHO He 3Haw! Y roBopUTh B TaKOU 1103e KparHe HenpusaTHO! OllylieHus: CJI0OBHO MO€e TeJI0
pa3pHIBAIOT Ha [BE YaCTH, U3-3a Yero OBIJI0 0UeHb CJI0KHO TOBOPHUTH.

«Moxet, Kopons [lemonoB mormMarn ero? Korga s menana nocinegHui yoap, Kopomns [leMoHOB
MCIT0/Ih30BaJI Maruyeckoe 3aKIWHaHue, YTOOH IIPU3BATh KOTO-TO B KaYeCTBe XKMUBOTO muTa. OgHAKO,



MHe II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €r0 3aKJIMHaHKE IIPOBaINIOCh. XOTs, BUAUMO, KOTO-TO BCe Xe Ipu3sano. Ho s
HUKOTITIa He BU[IeJla 9TOT0 YejioBeKa paHee. He moxoxe, 4TOOB y HETO OBITM KaKKe-TO Maru4eckoe
CItocoOHOCTH MK 60eBble HABHIKY. Y HETO HET HUKAKUX 0COOBIX 4epT. OH ITPOCTO OOBIYHBIH
YeJI0BeK.»

[TocnepHue CloOBa BOMHA CTEP/IM MO eIWHCTBEHHYIO HafleXay. 4 mymal, 4To TOCje MyTeIleCTBHUS 10
MEPaM IOJTy4y KaKyi0-TO 0COOYI0 CIIOCOOHOCTH, HO I IIPOCTO OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK. ..

«9TO0 mpaBma?»

He noxoxe, 4ToOE KOPOJIEBa CMOTJIa IPUHSATL TaKoX 0TBeT. OHa MOCMOTpPesia Ha MeHST HECKOJIBKO
He3aMHTEePeCOBaHHO U, B3[OXHYB, CKa3asa: «f mymana, oH OymeT 4eM-TO OTJINYaTCS U CTAHeT
mo0OoNBITHEM. Ho KaxkeTcs, OH IelCTBUTEILHO IIPOCTO OOBIYHEBIN YeI0BeK. BO3MOXKHO, OH IIpUILIETI C
ceBepa. 4 npaBa? He HepBHUYAN Tak. f nuaep 4eI0BeUYECKOTO albsHCa M KOPOJIeBa BCEro
yenoBedecTBa, Cucu HoBak TpaniHOp. CTpaHHUK, KaK JyMaellb 3TO MUJIEHbKOE UM ?»

Omna cxaJia MO¥ og00POIOK CTPOMHEIMH MTaIbYMKaMHU ¥ IIOCMOTPE Ia Ha MEHSI CBOUMH
Pa3HOIBETHLIMHU T'JIa3aMU, CJIOBO CKaHUPYs. Ka3anoch, CI0OBHO OHa IpoCcMaTpPUBaeT MEHS HaCKBO3b.
4 rnyno cMOTpe B ee rfla3a He CMes IPOM3HECTU HU CJI0Ba.

«Ja...»

IyMmato, T HOIKeH BecTH ce0st XOpOIIIo, BEPHO XKe?

«Xopowmuy MabyuK. XOPOIINY MaJib4yuK.. - KoponeBa Cucu 0T pagocTu paccMmesiniachk. OHa Becesio
TIoTJIafinJia MEeHS II0 TOJIOBE, CJIIOBHO co0aky. [IoToM OHa OTIyCTHIa MO€e TEeJIO ¥, IIOCMOTPEB Ha BOMHA
nepep cobol, ¢ yIbI0KOM CKa3ala, - XOPOIIo, XOPOoIlo. Y MeHs HeT 0COOBIX IJIaHOB Ha Ko4Yb Kopons
IIeMOHOB, ¥ HeT HUKAKNX IPETEeH3Ul K MaJIeHbKO! IeBo4YKe. Mos nmobumas Belipus, pas3 yxK Thl
00BbsIBHIIA UX CBOMMHU BOEHHBIMHU TPOdesMu, s 3a0epy 9TH TOJIOBH ¥ TPYIEL. YTO KacaeTcs pebeHKa -
THL MOXKelllb 3a0paTh ee. Kak pebenok Koponst [leMOHOB OHa, BO3MOXKHO, OYIET OTJIUYHEIM BOEHHHIH
TpodeeM, He TaK JIU?»

Koponesa Cucu mopgomina K fieBo4Ke. [leBouKa He CKa3ajla HU CJI0Ba C TOTO MOMEHTA, Kak ee OpOCUu
Ha rmo. OHa [Jaxe He Ijakasa. f cjaerka BOJIHOBAJCS O TOM, YTO OHa MOTJIa IOTUOHYTh, OMHAKO
Koponesa Cucu KaxkeTcs IOIHSIa ee mepen co60i ¥ 'POMKO pacCMesIBIIUCH TOAMETHIA: «A OHA
noBoJIbHO Muitasi. Eciu Ovl 0Ha He Oblna mouepsio Koposs [leMoHOoB, s Ovl XoTenta 00HATE ee. Ho
ceityac... YM, 3a0ygs. MHe He HHTepeCHa JIeBOoUKa.»

«O-oTnyCcTUTE MEHS!»

«KoHeuHo!»

Cucu nopxsaTuia OeBOYKY PyKaMU U IOOOUAS K BAHHOY 3aKUHYJIa ee BHYTPb. [leBouKa M3gana Kpuk



1 IIOTPYy3UIaCh IIOJIHOCTRIO B BOOY. KoponeBa Cucu 6HCTpO JOCTaJlla €e U3 BOOEI U IIpexXae, 4eM
JE€BOYKad CMOI'JIa COeJIaTh BOOX, BHOBE IIOT'PY3HUJid €€ B BOLOY.

4 6w Geccuner YTOOR YTO-TO CAesaTh. & OBIT CBSI3aH Ha 3eMJie ¥ MOT pa3Be YTO KpuuaTh. Koposesa
Cucu yCiBIlIaB MeHs MOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY ¥ CO CTPAHHBIM B3TJISIAOM YIEIOHYIAch MHE. [Tocie oHa
XJIOTIHYyIa pyKaMu U CKa3aina: «BriTamu ee. He gay ei yMepeTs B MOel BaHHe. B IpOTUBHOM ciydae,
s YCTPOIO M3-3a 9TOr0 CKaHJasl.»

«ITousina», - KVBHYJIIAa NEBYIIKA-BOWH.

[Tocrne 3TOr0 KOpOJiEBa XJIOMHYJIa B JIafOLIXA U BeCeJI0 XUXUKHYB CKa3aja: «ITO HyKHO
oTmpa3mHoBaTh. [IpobeMa miomel, C KOTOPOM 60POKCh OOMBINE CTOJIETHSI, HAaKOHEI], peleHa MHOM.
3Haellb, 1 04eHb cuacTiuBa! BricTpee npumu BaHHY, Belipus. Thl - 3Be37a cerogHsinHero 6aukera. A
YTO KacaeTCs 3TOr0 MOJIOMIOTO YeJIloBeKa...»

KoporneBa nogHsma CBOI0 HOXKKY M arpeCcCUBHO ABUHYJIa Blieped. B 3TOT pa3 oHa He HacTymaja Ha
MOIO0 TOJIOBY, @ UCIT0/Ih30Basia CBOM MaJIbIEl YTOOH Tpy00 Apa3HUThL Moe NuIo. Ee nensHble MaabYuKu
obnagany TakKoM HeXKHOM KOoxKel. f 3aKphIJ I'la3a U U30 BCeX CHUJI IIBITa/ICS YBepHYThCA. OOHAKO B
HLIHEIITHEM IT010KeHUHU 3T0 OblIo 6econe3no. Ha camoM fiese ee manblibl laxke 3abpanuch B Mo
poOT.

«MwucTep, KaK HaCYeT TOTO, YTOOHI COCTaBUTh MHE KOMITAHWIO Ha CeromHsITHeM 6aHkeTe? 1 Mory c
YBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, YTO Y BaC OTIMYHOE 06pa3oBaHue. 4 mpoBepusia Ha BaC YETHIPE PA3HBIX
sI3BIKA ¥ BBl BCE UX IOHMMau. Ecu OBITh YeCTHOM, BEI MHE MHTEPECHHl. XU-XU-XU... MHCTeD,
3aMHTEepecyiTe MeHs B cebe elte 6osbliie. S JeHCTBUTENBHO KTy 9TOTO...»
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