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JIn dHbSH 4yTh He cjioMana 3y0, TaK CUJIbHO OHa CKpexkeTasa 3ybamMu. OHa 37100HO TOCMOTpETIA B
cnuny Luas MHUH, cTPACTHO XKefasi, YTO0b KTO-HUOYOb BEITAIINUII Y4eTBePTYI0 MUcC LIuHb 1 3a0un
€ro majkou g0 cMepTu!

Ho oHa He Moryia Mo3BONMUThL cebe TUTYN “IipefaTeNbHULE JIn”, T09TOMYy OHAa HUYEro He cMella
coenath. OMHO HETPaBUJIbHOE ABUXKEHME chesiano Obl ee 37I0IeliKoM, KoTopas 6pocumna cynb0y Haluu
Ha BeTep.

“TBI XOUellb CKa3aThb, YTO Temnepb LIuHL X0UeT co3maTh HEMPUSITHOCTH JIu U cenaTh U3 MeHs Bpara??
JIu fIubsiH BhIOEKaTa BIEPEN, IIOCMOTPEB Ha [EBYIUKY Ha JIECTHUIIE.

Huups MHUH 3aMennuiach U 0BepHYIa ronosy. “Pa3se Bale BennuecTBo He NPUILIA KO MHE
CeropHs, 4TOOH TOCTABUTh MHE HempusATHOCTH? OHa MOOHSIACh HAa BTOPOM 9Taxk M HEOPEKHO
3aKphljla BEpPh Ha JIECTHULLY.

JIn AHbsaH IIOKpPaCHeJIa, HO OBIITO HEIIOHATHO, OT THEBA 3TO UJIK OT CMYIIIEHHU.

Marymika JIu pa3o3nauinack, ¥ 0Ha Opocuiiack HaBepX, TPOMKO pyrasick. “Hukorga He BUOesa TaKou
OeccToimHOM oTackyxu! OHa coba3HsIeT UMIIepaTopa, IIoKa UeT 1o myTH [1ao U CTOMb
nnpeHeOpeKUTEIbHO OTHOCUTCS K uMIiepaTpulle! Eciu aTa geBKa 0CTaHETCS XKHUBOM, TO 3TO OymeT
II030POM [IJIsI BCeX 0IarOpPOIHEIX cemed!”

Bena 3amynbcupoBasa Bo 10y HoH, Korha OHA yCiIbIasa 3T ockopOnenus. OHa Iperpaguiia myTh K
JIECTHHIIE ¥ OTTONIKHYJIA CITyXKaHKY.

“Ilepxku s13bIK 3@ 3ybamu, MaTymka! C KakKuxX 9TO IIOP MOSI MUCC CTaJla Ybel-To JT000BHULIEH?
[ToueTHBIM MacTep POAUIICS B O1aTOPONHOM CeMbe U IpaBuibHasd Ho4yb! OHa XKHUBET 3[IeCh 10 MPUKa3y
rMmnepatopa. CBOMMHU CJIOBaMU Thl COMHEBAEIIbCs B CI0BaxX IMpeAcKa3aTells Uiu B peiieHun Ero
BenunuecrtBa?”

“ITocmymayt 3TH CKOIb3KUe cioBa. CriyKaHKa Takas Xe, Kak U ee xo3siKa! Cob6aky, KOTOPHIX OHa
OEePXKUT, OTIMYAIOTCS OT APYTruX Mapa3uToB!” MaTyiika JIu miatoHyna B 1uio UoH.

Ho HioH Bnafena 00eBeIMU UCKyccTBaMU. OHa OBl HUKOI'TIa He II03BOJIKJIA 3TOU CTapyXe IUIIOHYThH Ha
ce051? OHa JTI0BKO yBEepHYJIach U rops4o oTBeTHIa: “Mos rocrnoxa TOIbKO YTO YCTAHOBHIIA alTapb,
4yTOOBI MOTIUTHCS OoraM, ¥ pu3Bana 61aronpusaTHEE 3HaK ¢ Hebec. OHa cHenana 3To Ayig Bemukoro
fHp ¥ UMIepaTopcKo# ceMbu. M BMecTO 61arogapHOCTH UMIlepaTpulia IPUXOOUT U IIBITAeTCS
3anyrath ee! Heyxenu umnepaTop gymaeTr Takxke?”

“KTo THI, 4epT BO3bMH, TaKast, YTOOH! HOMpALIMBATh 3TO MecTo?! JIu AHbSH 3apsauia 3BOHKYIO
nomeyrHy. OHa He MOrJjla HaKa3aTh X0351UKy, HO HUKTO He MOT IIOMelllaTh el HaKa3aTh TOPHUYHYIO!

Hion Mora OBl JIETKO YBEPHYTHCS, HO BHE3AIHO e IIPUIIJIA B TOJIOBY MEIC/Ib, ¥ OHA IIOBEPHYJIACH,
4YTOOB! BCTPETUTH NOIIEeYNHYy. Pa3mancs 3B0H, 9XOM OTAABIIUUCS B IIYCTOM pPe3UEHILIUN.

IIBeph C NECTHUIIBI OTKPHITIACh U OTTYy/a BeICKOuYMIIa LluHs MHUH, 4TOOH yTAIIUTE K ce0e CIyXKaHKY.
Ona BcTpeTHUnack B3raanoM ¢ Jlu dubsaH. “Balite BenuuecTBo, I0X0XKe, BBl 3[€Ch TOJIBKO AJIS TOTO,
YTOOBI yCTPOUTH OECTIOPSANKY U HalacTh Ha Mo fom!”

ViMmepaTpulla Ha caMOM fieJie He MorJjla HaliTé B cebe CUJIBI BCTPETUTH ITyTalouui B3rnsay LluHb



WHuH. TONBKO JOCTOMHCTBO UMIIEPATPUIILI ¥ JKMBOT, MOJTHBIM HEHABUCTH U 3aBUCTH, YOEPKUBAIHU €€
Ha Horax. “Kak MaThb Hallu¥, 3TO MECTO, ECTECTBEHHO, JOJIXKHO OBITh TPHMEPOM IJIST BCeX JKEHIIWH Ha
3eMIie. Bailre HEITO3BOIKUTEIBHOE M PACITYIIEHHOE TI0BeleHrue 0CKOpOIsieT BCexX KeHIIuH! "

“Bot umenHo.” IIpousHecsna Liuas MuuH. “TIOCKONBKY S SBISIOCH 00pa3I[oM 1030pa B I'/la3ax Barrero
BenuuecTBa, 1 HEJOCTOWHA IPOIOJIKATH 30€Ch CBOIO MPAKTUKY. Ciyru, OBICTPO GeTruTe BO JBOPEI] U
IIOIIPOCUTE UMIlepaTopa HEMEJIeHHO pa3pellnuTh BEPHYThCSI MHE B ITIOMeCThe LIuHb.”

“Xopoto.” OTBETUII OXPAHHUK U MTOCIEIIXIT BEIMOTHUTD IPUKa3. ITO ObITI UMEHHO TOT OXPaHHUK,
KOTOpPOMY IIOMOTJIa YeTBepTas MUcC LIuHb.

Takoe pa3BuTHe COOBITUM ITOCESITIO 3ePHA TaHUKK B cepatle JIu AubsgH. OHa 3Hala, 4YTO ee MyXYy
HPaBUTCS 3Ta AeByIIKa. ECu OH MOSBUTCS, TO, HECOMHEHHO, OymeT Ha cTopoHe Lluas MuuH. Ho
ceiiyac y Hee IIPOCTO He OBIIIO IyTU OTCTYIJIEHHUS.

4 xe He cHOesana HUYETo IIJI0X0ro!

[uub WuuH oTtaumna MioH, 4ToOb HaHECTHU J1eKapCTBO Ha 1IeKy TOPHUYHOM, OCTAaBUB SPKO
OCBEIIeHHbIH 3aJ1 CBUTe UMIepaTpuilbl. Korga oHM OTOIIK Ha HeOOJIbIIOe pacCTOsSIHUE, MaTyIKa JIu
00€eCTIOKOEHHO TIPOIIeNTalia B yX0 UMIepaTpulls: “Balie BenuyecTBo, €Cli BCE 3TO BHIIIJIBIBET
HapyXKy, UMIIEpPAaTOP MOXKET PacCEPOUTHCS, Koraa y3HaeT 00 3ToM. [ToueMy Ob HaM He BEPHYTHCS K
cebe?”

“fl He coenana HUYEro IJI0XOT0, T04YeMy 5 OONXKHEL yuTu?” Cre3sl 1aBaiu B rfla3ax JIu AHbSH MOKa,
HaKOHeI], He BHIIJIECHYJIUCh HapyXKYy.

Crpagast oT 6011, cily?kKaHKa BEITepIIa cie3k miatkoM. “Ho, Bamie BenmudecTBo, 9Ta eBKa ymeeT
roBopuTh. OHa MOXKEeT ITePeKPacUTh BCe B HEIIPABUILHOE ¥ CBAJIMTh BCIO BUHY Ha HaC. BEI TOJIBKO YTO
CBITPaI¥ CBafb0y ¢ uMIepaTopoM. Eciu oH OymeT orop4eH, 3TO MOBNIKUSIET TOJILKO Ha Balllld
OTHOILIEHHUSI, HO IIPH 9TOM IOWET Ha MOJIb3y OECCTHIIHOM IIIToXe.”

JIu fAHbsiH XMBIKHYJIA. [IpomakaBIIich, OHa IOYyBCTBOBaa ce6s1 HAMHOTO JIy4llle U YCIIOKOUIacCh.

“¢l moHKMMal0, 0 YeM THI TOBOPHINb. He BOJIHYIHCS, €CI OCMEIUTCS CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb IPOTUB MEHS,
el He TI0O3T0POBUTHCS!”

3aMeTHB, 4TO ee IOCII0XKa X04eT A0KOaThCSA UMIIEPaTOPCKOro yKa3a, C/Iy2KaHKa IIOCIIEIIHO
BMelllajiack: “TioyeMy OBl HaM He u30exkaThb J1e3BUS UMIlepaTopa, Baiie BenuuecTBo? OHa 30€Ch U B
OynmyieM y Bac OyeT MHOTO IIaHCOB IIPenofaTh e’ YpoK.”

CoMHeHHUS MOJKpanuch K uMiepartpuile. OHa 06qyMbIBaia CBOe PellleHre OTIIPABUTLCS CETOIHS B
JIOTOBO TUTpa. HaBelas ciyT Ojisi CIIOBECHOM Tlepelasiki, OHa He TOJIbKO Tepsijia CBOe [TOCTOMHCTBO
MMIIEPATPHUIIE], HO U [laBajia APYTUM ITOBOL KPUTUKOBATH €e€.

B ee pacnopskeHuu OBIZI0 MHOXKECTBO IPYTHUX METOMOB, ECITA OHa XoTesa youts Lluas MauH. OHa
MOTJIa MCIIOJIb30BATh S, MIOCIATh YOUMI] MJIM MCIIOIb30BATh JII000H Apyroi crocob. [ToueMy oHa
IpHIlia cpenb 6eta gHS, YTOOH 00BSIBUTH BCEM, UTO el He HpaBUTCS LluHp MHUH?

HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO mepen cBagb00i MaTh He pa3 mpeaynpexaalna ee, YTOO OHa HUKOTA He
ToJ/laBajlach CBOMM IOPHIBAM, BCETa BCTPeyYasa o6yl CUTyalluio CO CIIOKOMHOM 3PEIOCTHIO.
TonMbpKO ITOCMOTPHUTE, KaKOe OTPOMHYIO SIMY OHa BBEIPBIZIa caMa ce0e CBOMMU e CTBUSIMU!

Yem Gonbine Jlu AubsH gymMana 06 9ToM, TeM G0JIbIlle OHa BOJIHOBaIach. HEKOHTpoOIUpyeMas SpocTh



rcuesja, ¥ OHa MeJIEHHO KMBHYJA. “f myMalo, 4TO celiyac HauIy4dIllIuM BEIXOOOM OYIET YKIOHUTHLCS
OT BO3MOXKHOT'0 THEeBa UMIieparopa.”

“TouyHo. MartymiKka JIu moBeicuia ronoc. “Baie BenuuecTBo, pa3 B IJI0X0 Ce0ST YYBCTBYETE, IIOUEMY
OBl He ITO3BOJIUTh CITyTe IIOMOYb BAaM BEPHYTHCS BO ABOpeI?”

“Mwm”. JIu dHbsH B3d/1a CIIyKaHKY 3a PYKY Y yIlJla CO CBUTOX. TeM He MeHee, ee OCTaHOBUJI TOT, KOT'O
OHa COBEPIIEHHO He 0XKUAaja cernvac 3[1eCh YBULETD.

“Bame—Baiie BenudectBo? OHa MoI4a CTOsI/Ta Ha MeCTe, TTISIAS Ha TOJIbKO YTO BEPHYBIIETOCS
Boaiiuu fHb, ¥ IOHATHA He KMeJla, YTO CKa3arTh.

Tom4ok Matymky JIu HalOMHUJ UMIIepaTpHUlle BCTATh Ha KOJIEHU B 3HAK IPUBETCTBUSA. “ITOT
nIpenMeT NpUBeTCTBYeT Bale BenuyecTso.”

Banuu fdH CTOs, 3a/10XKUB PYKU 3a CIUHY, U He IPEeaIoXKUIl KeHe BCTaTb. “UTo TH 3[0eCh Jeaels?”

Bonw pa3priBana ceppte JIu fdHBSH, KOT{a OHA YCIBIIIAIa 9TOT BOIPOC, HO OHA COXPaHHUjIa Ha CBOEM
TIUIe HeXXKHOe U MOCIYIITHOe BeIpaxeHue. “B oTBeT Ha Bairle Benu4ecTBo, s yCbIIIaaa, YTO CETOMHS B
PEe3UEeHINH ITPOU3OIITH BeIMKKUe COOBITHS, U MIPHUIIUIA CIOfa CIIeIaabHO, YTOOH YBUIETh, KaK
Mnapias cectpa Lluas 6ymeT MonuThest Hebecam.”

“Mwm. Torma 4uTo BBl Bumenu?” Bowun dHb X0IOOHO TIOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.
“Bare BenrdecTBo, S MIPOCTO IPHUIIJIa HABECTUTh MIaAIIyI0 cecTpy LiuHb.”

“Cynst 1o BCEMY, 11eJIb TBOET'0 BU3UTA 3TO ITOABEPTHYTh COMHEHUIO €€ CIIOCOOHOCTH M TIOJIBEPTHYTh
COMHEHMIO Hallle pelieHue? [Toxoxke, repuor AHb He IOTPaTUJI JOCTaTOYHO YCUIUK Ha BOCIIUTaHUE
gouepu.”

JIn dHbSH mOTPy3unach B mefasHyoo 0e3guy. OHa MOAHSIIA TOJ0BY, YTOOR HEIOBEPUYHUBO ITIOCMOTPETh
Ha Boaiiuu fIHa. Takoro popa nopuiianue OBIIO ellle 60jiee YHU3UTENIBHBIM, YEM ITOIIeYnHa!

Psagom Lluep MHYH 1 W10H BCe 3TO BpeMs CTOSIIM Ha KOJNeHAX. Banuu AHb HaXMypUICId U MPOTAHYI
PYKY, 4TOOBI TIOMOYE €ii MOAHAThCS, HO Llunb MHUH oTCKOYMIIa Ha3af. “Baie BenuuecTro,
II0KaIyuCTa, I03BOJIbTE 3TOMY IIPEAMETY KUTh!”
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