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Panrime, korga Baitun b OBIT B KaUeCcTBe HACIEOHOT0 MpuHIla, [luab MHWH MOTIa BEIpaXxkaTh CBOIO
TOYKY 3peHUs, XOTd OHa He HMeJia IpaBa CIIOpUTh C HUM. Ho Temneps, KOraa OH CTal UMIIEPATOpPOM,
TO, UYTO OH CKa3aJl, ObIJI0 3aKOHOM.

Ho Teleph Yy Hee ITOABUIIUCE YYBCTBA K [Tanr Cs0; maxke ero BIacTHBIE NEUCTBUS IIpOHIJIOTO
IIPEBPATHUIIUCE B CIIafKHEe BOCIIOMWHAHUA [JIsd HEe. Y Hee HUKOTTA HE OBLIJI0O HUKAKHX YyBCTB K Batiun
Axro0, IIO3TOMY TdKaid BJIaCTHAsA IIO3UIHUSA C €I0 CTOPOHEI BEI3bIBAdJIa Y HEE€ HEIIPUA3HD.

Lluup XyaiitoyaHb XKpajl 0TBeTa JOYepPH.

“MMriepaTop xo4eT, 4YTOOH 5 cTaja umneparputei? [1neun Luap MHUH cnabo omycTunuch. PaHa Ha
njede cTaja 00JieTh elre CuibHee. ITO OBIJI0 TaK HEYIOOHO, YTO OHA He MOTJjia IepecTaTh XMyPUThCS.

“Y6eraii. C TBOUM YMOM, THl CMOKEIlb HATH XOPOIIyI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb TOKUHYTh ropof. Eciu xouentb
OTIIPABUTLCS Ha 10T, TO CIEAyH I10 mo0epexkbio 102KHOT0 Mops. Ecnu xouems HalUTH €T0, TO
HaIpasJsiicd Ha cesep.”

unap WHUH SpPOCTHO BCKUHYIa ronosy. “Oreir...”

OHa HMKOTa He OyMasia, YTO ee OTell pUCKHET OPOCUTH BHI30B UMIIEPATOPCKOMY YKa3y U COJIraTh
CBOEMY CEHbOPY pafiu ee cuacThsi. Kakoi MpuOBOPHEIN YUHOBHUK HE XOTeJN OBl CTaTh UMIEPATOPCKUM
TecTeM? U Bce Xe, ee OTell He IJIaHUPOBAJI 3aKJIafIbIBaTh €€ B JKePTBY Pafiyd HalbHEMNIINUX BHITOI.

“Oren, g He MOTy 9TOTO0 cfenaTh.” Ee ronoc cnerka gpoxai, HO yibl0Ka paciiefia Ha ee nute. “MHe
JIETKO YUTH, HO KaK HacyeT Te0s1? CeMbu?”

“He 6ecniokoiicst 00 3ToM. iMIiepaTop TOJIbKO B30IIEN Ha CBOY TPOH U HAIIlE MOJI0XKEHUE
Ype3BHYAWHO HaNpSIXKeHHoe. 9 eMy 04eHb HyK€eH, I09TOMY OH HUYEero He CcHellaeT HU MHe, HU
ceMbe. [TpocTo OTOpONKCH U yXoau. A mpumyMaio, Kak Bce 00bsICHUTS.”

[luub MHUH MOKavasia ToJI0BOM CO CKaThIMU rybamu. “f He MOTy yexaTh.”

“Ecnu TH He yHpelb, Tebe IPUAETCS IPOUTH 0TOOP. YUUTHIBAS TBOIO BHEIIHOCTE ¥ TBOE ITPOIIITIOE,
6e3 coMHeHU s, Tl ero npougens! Torma He OymeT M1 ManeHbKuM npuHIl...” Iluab XyalioaHio OBIIO
HeymoOHO 3aKOHYUTD MBICIIb, TO3TOMY OH CMEHHUJT TEMY C KaluieM. “f 3Haio, 4TO THl He XKaXKaellb
foraTcTBa ¥ IIPOLIBETAHUS U He XOUellh ObITh UMIIepaTpulieii. Harel ceMbe He HYKHO, YTOOBI THI
Oblla UMIlepaTpullel, YTOOH TPOCIaBUTh Hallle UMs. [IPOCTO KUBH XOPOIIIO ¥ CYACTIUBO. I MOry
m03a00TUTHCS 00 OcTamIbHOM.”

Lluups MHuH OblJIa TPOHYTA [O CJIE3, HO 3TO TOJIBKO elrle O0JIbIe YKPEIIUIO ee PEIIUMOCTh HE YXONUTh.

“Orten, Thl HUKOTIa HUKOMY He [aBajl I0BOa KPUTUKOBATh Te0sl Ha IPOTSKEHUU BCeUl TBOE
Kapbephl. 1 He OyAy mOPTUTH 3Ty Tpapuuuio. [I[peHebpexkeHre UMIIEPaTOPCKUM YKa30M U JI0XKb
UMIIEPATOPY - TSXKKHUe npecTymieHus. Knan Batiuu coBepiineHHo 6eccepiedeH, KOraa OHu
oOpataroTcs K nmoasiM. HoBbI ©MIIepaToOp MOXKeT HyKOaThCs B Tebe ceiiuac, HO OH BHICKaXeT
crapsle 06uasl mo3xke. Yto Torga Oymet ¢ ToO0M U TBOEN CeMben?

“MoxeT OBITh, [JIT MEHS 3TO MeJIo4b - c6exkaTh CErofgHs, HO He IPHUAETCS 1 MHe 0erath BCIO KU3Hb
13-3a TOT0, UTO 51 He XOUY BBIXOOUTh 3aMyXK 3a uMIepaTopa? f He Hapylllaja HUKaKUX 3aKOHOB, U 5
He OerjsgHKa, Tak MO4YeMy S OoJIKHa 0exkaTh M3-3a UhEro-TO JKelaHusa? MoXKeT, OH U MedTaeT



cHernaTh MeHs CBOeM MMIlepaTpulled, HO CHavasla OH [OoIXKeH yOemuThCs, YTO S coryacHa!”

“Ioub UuuH.” Llunb XyaiitoaHb OB BCTPEBOKEH BHE3alHOM MBICTBI0. OH CypoBO npenynpenun: “He
[yMal CHadaa COrJIaCUThCSI Ha 0TOOD, a MOTOM BHIOMpPAThCS U3 Hero, 06e300paxkuBas cebs!”

“4ro? Orten!” Llunp VHUH Hallja 9TO TPOraTeIbHLIM U 3a0aBHHIM. “IT0 OyaeT elle OgHO
IPEeCcTyIIeHre, eCid s U3yPoayio ce0si, a HMIIepaTop He HaKaXKeT Hac elre 0ojee CypoBo? ITO He
COOTBETCTBYET MOMM II€PBOHAYAIbHEIM HaMEPEHUSIM.”

[TogymaB, MapKK3 COTIACUJICS U IIOKadall TOJI0BOM. “f IollIen 0 HelIpaBUIbHOMY Iy TH.”

“WHTeNNIeKT OTIla He uMeeT ceOe paBHBIX. THI IPOCTO MaHUKYeIb, TIOTOMY 4TO Tebe He Bce paBHO. He
BbIpazKalTe CBOM YyBCTBA I10 3TOMY ITOBOAY OpyruM. He moamepkuBaiiTe U He CONPOTUBIIINTECH
3TOMY, @ OCTaJIbHOE IIpefoCcTaBbTe MHE.”

Luup XyalroaHb KUBHYJI. “XO0pOIIIO, TOTAA s OCTaB/IK 3TO Ha TBOE yCMOTpeHue. Ho He BONHYCS,
€CJIA THI He 3ax0ovelllb OBITh UMIIePATPUIIEH, ST BCe YCTPO0. IIpocTo menal, 4To X04emurs.”

“ITorsiTHO. 4 M03a60uyCh 0 TOM, YTOOH HEe IIPOesiaTh APy B HeOE, TOTOMY YTO Jaxke C HaBBIKAMHU
0TIIQ, 51 He X041y, YTOOBI ThI CJIUIIKOM yCTa.”

[Tapo4ka ¢ MH000BBIO IIOCMOTPEJIa APYT Ha Ipyra ¥ 00a yCMexXHyIHCh.

“Oren, ecnu y TeOsI €CTh BO3MOKHOCTh, HE MOT OBl THI OTIIPaBUThL B CHXya BECTOYKY O TOM, YTO MEHS
XOTST COeNaTh UMIepaTpuLen.”

W3orayTas 6poBb IPUBETCTBOBAJIA 9Ty IPOCHOY. “THl HACTONBKO HoBepselts [Taur Yxucu?”

“O0e CTOPOHEI NOJKHBI OBITH TOTOBHL K OTHOIIEHUSAM. EC/ii y HEro geiiCTBUTENIbHO eCTh YYBCTBa KO
MHe, OH YTO-HHUOYOb MpugyMaeT. S Bepio, YTO Y Hero HahgyTCs Crocobkrl, a 1 OyOy merCcTBOBaTh
COOTBETCTBEHHO 00CTOsATeNnbcTBaM.” LluHb MHUH BcTama. XOTS ee JIMIIO BCe ellle 0CTaBaI0Ch
O71eIHBIM, HO B ee I'71a3ax 6j1ecTen SpKUi CBeT. “MBl MOXKeM IIPUBECTH KOPOBY K BOZE, HO HEJIb3s
3aCTaBUTh ee MUTH? HUKTO He CMOXKET 3aCTaBUTh MEHS ChellaTh YTo-Iu00, ecnu 5 He xouy!”

Takast yBepeHHas ynbibka qouepu ycrnokousna Lluab Xyaioyanb. ETo HaTsIHyTEIe HEPBBI HEMHOTO
paccnabunuck. Korma pasroBop 3akoHYuUICs, oH monpocun L{uas MHUH oTOOXHYTh. HO B 9TO BpeMs
IIOCJIBILIAJICS TOPOIIJIUBEIY TOIOT IIAroB.

“Munopn, munopn! Yaias nogbexkan u mokimoHuncs. “I'maBHbIM eBHYX Jly 3meck. OH cKa3ajl, YTo
IIPUILIETI COIPOBOAUTE YETBEPTYIO MUCC BO fgBOper!”

Luub VWuuH nopHsm O6poBb. “IBOPIIOBHIE CIyTH, 6€3yCIIOBHO, IPUIeXHE. [lepeMoHus IpueMa B
MMIIEPATOPCKUM rapeM COCTOUTCS Yepe3 [AeCiaTh JHEH, I03TOMY OHU [OJIXKHBI COIIPOBOAUTE BCEX
BO3MOZKHBIX KAHTHUOATOB BO IBOPEIl st 00yueHus.”

“I'myTasi meBOYKa, 9TO WOeaabHOEe BpeMs AJIsT UMIIepaTopa, YTOOh 3aBOeBaTh CBOMX MOANAHHBIX
TI0ORIME BO3MOXKHEIME CITocO6aMu. JIr060ii, KOTO MPUBE3YT IPSIMO BO ABOPEI, He 6yIeT IPOXOAUTh
0TOOp M3-3a BHEUTHOCTHU UK JOOPOAETENH, a U3-3a CBOETO IIPOUCX0XKeHUs. TUTYIIE Oymy T
BRIJABATHCS B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, YTO UMIIEPATOPY HY2KHO OT ee CeMbu.”

Ha [Iuap MHUH cHU301II0 TOHUMaHue. B cTpaHe mapui 6ecropsigok, a OCHOBEI HOBOT'O UMIIEpaTopa
Ob BecbMa IaTKuMH. [ToMmumo L{uHb XyaiitoyaHsi UMIIEpaTOPCKOe BEICOUECTBO IPHUHI] HUH X0Ten
IIOCafuTh Ha MPUBS3b U Opyrue opuilranbHble auia. CaMbeiii OBICTPEINM C1I0C06 caenaTh 3TO Yepe3



Opax.

ITO SIBHO MOKA3kIBAJI0, HACKOILKO I/IMHepaTOpCKI/Iﬁ rapeM OTpaxall IIOJIMTUYECKYIO 06CTaHOBKy B
CTpaHe. q)aBOpI/ITKOI;I HMIIEPATOPaA CTAHOBUJIMCH B 3aBUCHUMOCTHU OT IIOJIUTUYECKUX HaMepeHI/Ifl.

Korma-To oHa mymarna, 94To 6pak - 3TO TO, YTO OMPEMeNIsioT ee POTUTENH, YTO HEBAXKHO, 32 KOTO OHA
BBIXOOUT 3aMyXK. Ho 3T0 moHsATHe cTanmo ciabee Ha CIEOyIOIIUH JeHb Toce BcTpeuu ¢ ITanr Csio, o
TAKOW CTEIeHH, YTO Telephb OHa YyBCTBOBAJa, UTO €CJIM OHA BCTYNUT B Opak 6e3 1100BY, OHa
npenmnoysia Ob He IenaTh 9TOro BooOIIe.

Luub MHKH 3HaMa, YTO 9TO MTO3BOJISIJIO SMOIUSIM BIUSThH Ha €e PelleHus, HO OHA MOrJla ITONTH Ha
KOMITPOMUCC BO BCeM, KpoMme 3Toro. CienoBaTeNibHO, OHA Obljla KaTerOPUYeCKH MTPOTUB
IPUCOEOUHEHUS K UMIIEPCKOMY rapeMy.

YTO CIy4yuThCH, €CIIM OHa CTaHeT uMiepaTtpulei? OHa IpOBEAET OCTATOK KU3HU C MYKYKUHOU, K
KOTOPOMY y Hee HeT YyBCTB, U el IPUAETCS CTpafgaTh OT MHOXKECTBa XKEeHIIIKH, 0Ka3aBIIUXCS MEXAY
HuMHU. OHa TakXkKe Hen3bexkHO OymeT BOoBeYeHa B IIOJIUTUKY, U TOTAA IIOC/IEAYIOT BCEBO3MOKHbIE
mpo6iieMbl, 00513aTeNbCTBa U 0TCTaBKa. OHa Ipeanoysia Okl yMEPETh PaHHEH CMEePThIO ¥ BOUTH B
ITUKJT peMHKaPHALIMK BMECTO 3TOT0 — M30aBUTh Ce0s OT OyIIeBHOM OOJH.

IToka 3Ty MBICTIH KPYTUJINCE Y HEE B I'OJIOBE, OHA BHIIIIIA Ha HepeJIHI/II;I OBOPD BMeCTe C OTIIOM.

EBnyx Jly, cimyra uMmepaTopa, Xaajl ¢ MaTYIIKOM ¥ MHOTOYUCIIEHHEIMYU IBOPIIOBEIMU CIyraMu. LIMHb
ViHuH OBlna XOPOIo 3HaKOMa C MaTYIIKOW — 3TO Oblla MaTyInKa YzKaH, Ta, KOTOpas Hay4uia ee
MaHepaM, KOT[la OHa BIIepPBbIe BEPHYJIACh HOMOH.

I'IeTB(-Z‘pTaFI mucc LIuHab BCTPETHUJIa CBOIO 3HAKOMYIO YHLI6KOﬁ " KMBKOM; IIPUBETCTBHE OBLIIO
BO3BpaAIllEHO B TOM XK€ yXe.

EBnyx Jly ¢ yneiOKO¥ mOgomIesn K Ay3Ty OTIla ¥ OYepPH, CHavasla MOKJIOHUBIIKCE LIuHb XyaloaHio, a
3areM Lluap UHUH.

“ITpuBetcTByto JIy ['onronra. Liuas MHUH COTHYIa KONEHO, YTOOK OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT XKECT.

“ Mucc LIuHb CIUIIKOM BEXK/IMBa C 3TUM CIIyrou! ITOT Ciyra He mocMmeeT, He mocMeeT!” OHa JomXKHa
OblTa CTATh UMIIEpATPUIlEH Yyepe3 mecsaTh gHel! EBHyx JIy HuKorga OBl He OCMEJIUIICS BHIIISTYMBATD
CcOOCTBEHHYI0 3HAYMMOCTH IIepe[l CBoei Oyayiiei rocioxoim!

“Yto npusesio crTapiiero eBuyxa Jly croga cerogasa?” BexauBo crpocusl Lluas XyaiitoaHs.
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