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XO0Ts Ha IIBOpe CTOsIJIa TeIiast IeTHss Houb, HO Lluub MHUH OBl7Ta HACTONIBKO OociabieHa, YTO JEeTKUM
BETEPOK BHI3HIBAJ Y HE KPYMHYIO AP0xKb. OHA CTUCHYJA 3yOHl ¥ MPOIa CKBO3b 3aBELIEHHEIE IIBETAMHU
BOPOTA.

Bernble mopThepH! U Giaru MIPUBETCTBOBAJIM €€, KaK TOJTbKO OHa CBEPHYJa BO ABOP. Beck mBOp OB
yKyTaH OeJIEIMU IIOJIOTHAMU; BO ABOPE U OOJNBIIOM 3ajie CTOSITIU PSAObl I'po6oB. CBeun B OEIBIX
dboHapsIX Mepliaay Ha BeTPY. 3amax ropebix 0yMaXKHEIX IeHeT HAMlOJIHUIT BO3AYX.

Ot aToro 3penuiiia Bojockl bunTan u 1oy BcTanu gpi0oM. Cie3sl HeyIepKUMO KaTUIUCh 10 UX
JIUIIAM, KOT{Ia OHU BCIIOMUHAJIM O JIIOASX, MHOTUX M3 KOTOPHIX 3HA/IM BeCbMa OJTM3KO0 U YTO BCEe OHU
yMepJii He3acTyKeHHO.

[uub MHUH MpoIIia MEMO OTKPHITHIX I'POOOB, OTKA3bIBasICh BIISABIBATLCS B nuiia. Lluns HO#, [luHb
XaHb, BTOPO# U TpeTu# crapiure Mactepa u Lunb XyaittoaHb CTOsIM neper antapeM. OHU ObITH
OJIeTHl B TPaypHHBIE OfleKOHl U Kilanu OyMaxkHble IeHbI'M B KepaMUYeCKYI0 JKapOBHIO.

“Oren.” Tuxo nmo3Basna lluas UHUH.

Llunp XyaiitoaHb 00epHYJICS U YBULEN CBOIO I0Yb, ONETYIO B TPaypPHBIE OJEXK/IbI, €€ JIUL0 OBII0
0y1emHBIM, KaK IPOCTHIHSA. “YTO TH 3[€Ch Ienaelb?”

“¢1 3mech, 4TOOBI 3aKeyb 01arOBOHUS [AJIST BCEX U IMOKJIOHUTHLCS yMepiuM.” LIunas MHUH CTOsa epeq
rpoboM TpeTher MapmaM. [TokoiHast MafilaM Obljla ofeTa B IPKO-Carn@upoByi0 TPAypPHYIO MaHTHIO.
Opuoro 6sICTpOro B3TJIsAa OO0 HOCTATOYHO, YTOOH HEYAEePKUMO ITOTEKIIH CIIe3H.

OHa omycTHsIach Ha KOJIEHU TIepef] ajiTapeM ¥ KOCHYJIach JIOOM 3eMJIH, 3afbIXasiCh: “9TO BCEe MOS
BHHA. f IIpolIy MpollleHus ¥ BceX. PrimaHus 3arylinig ee CjoBa.

TpeTuii cTapiInii MacTep BHITED CJIE3H C JIUIA ¥ TI0KaYasl rojaoBoi. “He BuHU cebs, MIeMsSHHUIA
WHuuH. Kak g y&Ke TOBOPHUJI, B 9TOM HET HUYbel BUHBEL. ENMHCTBEHHOE, B Y4eM MHI BCE€ BUHOBHEI - 3TO
POOUTHCA B 3T CMyTHEIE BpeMeHa.”

Kena lunb F0s Toxke He n3bexana 6enpl. OHU MTOKEHUIUCH B MOJIOAOCTH U 04Y€Hb JIIOOUIN APYT
npyra. Xotsg Hu flo He ponuna pebeHKa CBOEMY MYXY, OH HM pPa3y He IIPUBEJ B IOM JIIOO0BHUILY.
Temneps, KOTMa OHA yIIia, B ero cepalle o6pa3oBasnach 3usionias abipa. OH HUYero He fo6aBuI K
CJI0BaM TPETHETO CTapIIero MacTepa, IPOCTO MPOMOJIKa/ B TPaHCe KJIacTh OyMakHbIE IeHbTY B
JKapoBHIO.

unap MHUH 3acTaBuiia cebss coOpaThCs ¥ He X0Tesa 00JIbIle TagaTh O MBICIISIX CBOeH ceMbH. [laxe
€CJIi OHY HEeHaBHUJIEeNIM ee, OHA 3aCJTyXKuJia 3TO 3a TO, YTO MOTAIIWIIa UX BCeX 3a coboit. Ceryac ee
6onbie 6eCIIOKOWI APYTOM BOIIPOC.

“OTell, TH 3HAEIIh, OTKYOa B3SIUCh YOUUIIEI?”

“3Ha.” MennenHo otBetun Llunb Xyalioyans. OTOIECKY IIJITaMeHU OCBEIAJU €ro JIUIO0. “OTOT
BOTIpOC OBIN TIIaTENbHO U3y4deH. MMmnepaTop Benukoro Yxkoy nocinan youiiil. Bo-nepBhIX, U3-3a TOTO,
YTO IpefcKa3aTelbHUIlA CKa3asa 0 TBoel cyarbe, 1 BO-BTOPHIX, UTOOH yOUTH UMIepaTopa. B
omepaluy y4acTBOBAJIO HE MEHee COTHM 4YesloBeK. [IBa JHS Ha3af, KOrga OHU BOIIIK B CTOJIUIY,
IepeofeThie B KylleueCKre KOCTIOMEBI, OHY MIPUBJIEKIIM BHUMaHKe Hag3upaTess MATY ajaT U



cepeOpSHBIX Macok.”

BTopoii u Tpetu#i crapiue mactepa, Lunab FO# u [{luab XaHb epefany CBou OyMaxKHbIe IeHbI'T
CITyTaM pPSioOM C HUMH. 3[IeCh TPUCYTCTBOBAJIO CIIUIIKOM MHOT0O JIIOJIel ¥ BECTU MOJ0OHBIE PAa3TrOBOPHI
Ob110 HeyMecTHO. OHHM HANPABUIUCE K IIBETOYHOMY 3ajTy C HETrJTaCHLIM COTJIaCHeM, NOTOBOPUBIIIHCE C
IOBEPEHHBIMY JINIIAMH, YTOOLI T€ OXPaHSIM CHAPYXKHU.

Tonpko Torga LluHb XyaitoaHb MpomoIKkuil. “Mx miaH ObUT OYeHb TIIaTeaIbHbIM. Hamagasiue
CHaydaJsa OBIJTM OTIIPABJIEHH B HAITy ycagbOy ¥ BO OBOPEI], B TO BpeMst KaK HEKOTOPHIE U3 UX IJIUTHI
OCTaBaJIUCh B TEHU B Ka4eCTBe Pe3epBHOro miaHa. Ecnu 66l He CBOeBpeMeHHOEe BMeIIaTeTbCTBO C3pa
My, moporas ViHUH, BeposTHO, He cuzesna Owl ceiidac 30ech.”

Bropoi 1 TpeTuy crapiire MacTepa IIoKadalu TOJI0OBaMH.
“KTo Takou rocnogud My?" cupocun Llues FOu.
“YenoBek, KOTOPOro MajleHbKuY NpuHIL [Tadr nocian 3amuinaTt MO 40Yb.”

9TO0 03aauUIIO TPEThEr O CTaplIero Macrepa. “Thl X04elllb CKa3aTh, YTO MaJIleHbKUN IPUHLI [10CTIal
KOT0-TO 3allUTUTh HaIy IIJIEMAHHHULY?”

wup MHUH 3Hala, YTO JaXKe caMble MaJIeHbKHe TalHbI BEIBOBYT B €€ CEMbE€ HEOOYMEHHUE U II0O3TOMY
petniia Cpa3y 2Ke IMOCTaBUTh BCE€ TOYKH Ha[ U.

“Ila, korma ITanr Ykucu y3Ha, 9YTO €T0 UMIIEPATOP MOCTIAN JIIofeld YOuTh MeHs, OH OBICTPO OTIPABUIT
MHe Ha IIOMOIIb MacTepa 00eBhIX HCKyccTB My LI3siHxy. Ho oH He ycmen noOpaThCs BOBpPeMs, a
IIOJIOCIIETT TOJIBKO K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KOoTjja yOUillbl XOTe/IM HallacTh HETIOCPECTBEHHO Ha MeHs.”

Bropou cTapimiuii MacTep Moji4ya KUBHYIL.

Luup Xans HaxMmypucs. “IToxoxe, y umneparopa Benukoro Yxkoy u Ilanra Yxucu pa3Hsle
B3TJISAOHL.”

“ITo-M0eMy, UMIIEPATOPH! BCE OOUHAKOBEI, I'ie Okl OHM HU Haxoaunuch.” Lluab XaHb HaCMELUIUBO
GbripkHYI. “OHM 3a060TATCS TOJIBKO 0 COOCTBEHHOM 0€30IIaCHOCTU U COBEPILIEHHO He 3a00TITCS 0
cTpafgaHusax Hapopa. Cylxu o 4YeTBEPTOM cecTpe He Oojiee YeM TiTymas BEIAYMKa, HO 3TOTO OBLIO
[IOCTATOYHO AJIS UMIlepaTopa YKoy, 4ToOH U3[aneKa IociaTh JII0fel s ee yCTpaHeHUs U yOUTh
MHOTHUX U3 Hallled ceMbu! OTOr0 JOCTaTOYHO YTOOH CKa3aTh, UYTO OH JyMaeT TOJIBKO 0 ce0e U eMy HeT
fesa OO0 Yel0BeYeCKux XKu3Heu.”

Luup MHUH omyCcTHIIa TONIOBY. “B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, 3TO BCe MOsI BuHa. OHa riy00KO B3[I0OXHYA U He
CcTajia XOaTh, II0Ka OCTaJlbHLEIE IPUMYTCA €e yTelaT. [I0BepHYBIIUCE K MapKU3y, OHa CIIPOCHUIa:
“OTell, THI TOIYYUIT YTO-HUOYOb OT yOuuIr?”

“WIX melTany, I03TOMY OHUM pacCKa3a/ld BCe, YTO OHU 3HaloT. HeCKOJIbKO UX COOTeUeCTBEHHUKOB BCe
elre Ha cBoOoze. Jltonu u3 JIa3ypHOTOo IpaBOCyAus NPUOBIIM Kak pa3 BOBpeMsi, YTOOH HalTHU UX BCEX,
HO IT03Xe cnep Ov notepsH. Celyac B CTONUIE YCUTIUIM 0€3011aCHOCTh, TAK YTO OHU HUKYA He
nenyTcsi. OHU IPOCTO pa30eryTcs u cupsauyTcsa cpenu mofpeit. Oduc Hag3upaTens UCKall U OXOTUIICS
IIOBCIOAY, HO II0KA HUYEro He Halles.”

“A xorga MbI ux nouMaem?” Crapocun Luub MauH. “ViMnepaTop cKasaj, 4TO OH CAellaeT ¢ HuMu?”

Huup XyaiitoaHb MeJJIEHHO ITI0Kay4aJsl rojosoi. “MMmnepaTop ellle HU4ero He ckasam.”



“Emre Hu4dero He ckaldan? Lluab MHUH X0NO0OHO yCMexXHynachk. “ByaeT TpyoHO, eClId UMIIEPaTop
HUYero He ckaxeT. OTell, BTOPOU Osfsi, TPETUM OO — He MOTJIH OBl BBl TPEINOI0KUTE, 3HAS
XapakKTep Halllero ©MIlepaTopa, Mor Obl OH BEPHYTh Bcex yoOuiil Benukomy YKoy, ecru uMmepaTop
Yxkoy nmotpebyeT 3TOr0?”

“9T10 BrOJIHE BO3MOXKHO.” TaxKeso B3goxHyB 0TBeTUII LluHb XaHb. “BCIOMHY 0 TOM, 4TO CIIyYUJIOCH C
repuoroM [Iuss. Benukuit Ykoy maxke HU4YEro He CKa3asl, HO Halll UMIIePaTOP MOCIEIINTI TOBEPTHYTh
TAKOY JXEeCTOKOY Kape CBOUX BepHONofmaHHLIX. Ecnu uMnepatop YKoy OPOCUT ‘Tiepenal uX, U ThH He
yMpeIlb’, Halll AMIIEPaTopP JAOCTABUT yOUII], KpacHBO 3aBEPHYTHIX B IIefiKa! Torga 4sieHsl Hallen
CeMbU YMPYT HU 3a 4To!”

Lwnp FO# 3aKpHII r1a3a, er0 PyKH KPeIKo CKalKuCh BOKPYT CUIEHbS KPYTJIOTO CTya. Y TPETHETO
CTapIlIero MacTepa MOTEKIIH 10 JIULY KPYIHEIE CJIe3bl, KOT/la OH IOAYMaJll O CBOEY HEBUHHOM
OOVHHAAIATUIETHEM ChIHe U 3a00TNIHBOM XKeHe. OH I1akas, KakK MOTEePSHHbIN MlafieHell.

“JT0 BCce M3-3a MeHs. $1 He CMOT 3aIllMTUTh TBOIO MaTh ¥ Myafiero opara. Eciu uMmepaTop 3axoueT
0CBOOOOUTE 3TUX yOuiill, s yObio ero cam!”

“Oten.” Lluab XaHb B3I OTIA 3a PYKY. “He mnayb. MaMma He xoTesa Obl, YTOOBI TH TaK CHUIBHO
ropeBas. CtuxuitHble 0eCTBUS U BOMHEI HeM30eKHHEI. B 3TOM HeT TBoel BUHEL Te U3 Hac, KTO ellle
JKUBHI, MOJIKHBI IIOOYMAaTh O TOM, KaK JOOUTHCS CIIPaBEIUBOCTH AJIST HAIIUX YMEPIIUX
porCcTBeHHMKOB. Ha Hac 1exuT elile 0oJiee BaxkKHasi OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. OTell, BBl JOJIKHBI COXPAHSTh
CIIOKOKCTBHUE.”

TpeTui crTapimii MacTep BLITEP JIUI0 PYKaBOM, C TPYHOM Oepsi 3MOIMY IOJl KOHTPOJIb.

Ivap VHUH TakXkKe CMaxHyJla CJIe3bl U XPUILJIO IPOJoJiXKuia: “Mel He MOXKeM I103BOJIUTh UMIIEPATOPY
nepepaTh uxX. Hu Tex, KOTO MBI y2Ke CXBATUJIM, HU TeX, KTO CMOT CKPHIThCS. YOUMIIE Ha cBoOoe
CTaHYT CKPBITOM YTPO30M, €CJIU MH MX He IoiMaeM. Ho ecnu uMnepaTop He MO3BOIUT HaM YOUTH
¥X... MHE TIPUAETCS OyMaTh O YeM-TO JAPYTOM.

“OTKpBITO OPOCATh BEI30B UMIIEPATOPY - I'Iyno. OH pa3o0beT HaM 0k, KaK Silla 0 KaMeHb. MH
IOJIKHEI ITPUAYMATh MOAXOOSIIINY CII0C00 3aCTaBUTh YOUMI 3aIIaTUTh!”

“Iloporast MuuH, y Te0s ecTsb mnan?” Crnpocun Lluae XyalioaHs.

“Ectb. Lluap VHUH pemuTeNnbHO KUBHYIA. “OKO0 3a 0KO, 3y0 3a 3y0. Mx pyku B KpoBu L{uHb. f
3aCTaBJII0 3TUX YOUUIl 3aT/IaTUTh KPOBhIO!”
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