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XoTs mpuHIL OBUT UTPOKOM U €70 UMeJl PEMyTallii0 PaCyTHHKA, KOTOPHIM KEeCTOKO 00paraics ¢
JKEHIIMHAMHU, K CBOEH JKeHe OH OTHOCHUJICS C OTPOMHBIM YBaXKEHUEM. 3a BCE 3TU T'OIBI €€ MOJI0KEHUE
B ceMbe Obl10 OecIpeKkocioBHO. Kpome Toro, oHa Obllla ero 4acThio M KaXKObIM, KTO ITOCMEJT
3aMyTrUBaTh ee MOKa3bIBaJl, YTO ¥ Ha HET'0 OH CMOTPEJ CBEepPXY BHHU3!

WU cerognasa HMIIEpaTpPHUIla OCMEJINJIaCh YeM-TO OTPABUTH KpOHHpI/IHHeCCY? s XapaKTepa IMPpHUHIla 3TO
OB1710 aOCOJTIOTHO HeOOoITyCTHMO. Maio Toro, 4To €My U TaK OBIJIO HAaHECEeHO OrpoOMHO€E OCKOp6J'I€‘HI/Ie,
TakK €ellle ¥ BCE Bpa4ik, KOTOPEIX OH BEI3BIBAJI OBLITH 3aHSITHI Lao!

[Toka mpuHI] BEIMEIIAJ CBO 3JI0CTh Ha JOKTOPEe, KPOHIIPUHIleCCa ellle OBaXKIbl CXOOUIIa B TyaJslerT.
OHa yxke ObljIa B ITOJTHOM U3HeMOxKeHuH. [IpuHIl HUH 3HaJ, YTO TaK IMPOAOJIXKATLECS HEe MOXKeT.
“TIpuroroBbTe KapeTy!”

- Xopomo! Ciyru MOMeHTaIbHO yOexKanu TOTOBUTh KapeTy.
TonbKO ero HacIeOHUK OCMENUIICA 3aAaTh Bompoc. “Kyma Bel ugete, Baie BeicouecTBo?”

OH OBITT HACJIEMHUKOM IpHHIIAa HYH ¥ Korma-To 0BT Y4aCThI0 MMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOpa. Takum o0pa3oMm,
OH MOT Ha3hIBAaTh CBOET0 POOHOTO OTIIA TOJIBKO BAIllMM BEICOYECTBOM.

“K LluHb,” TOP2KECTBEHHO OTBETUI MpUHIl HuH.
9T0 youBUIIO ero IepBeHa. “Baiue BricouecTBo, BEI...”

[Tpunn B3rIsAHYN Ha XKeHy. Ee 61eqHoe nuio OBUI0 OKpallleHo He3[0poBol 3eJIeHbi0; OHa BHITISALeNa
Tak, 6yATO B M0OYI0 CEKYHY MOTJIa ePecTaTh AbmaTth. “I103a60ThCs 0 CBOel MaTepH. 9 BEPHYCH C
noKTOpOoM. C 3TUMHM CJI0BaMU OH BEICKOYWJI U3 IOMECTHSI, XJIECTHYB JIOMAMb AJIsSt OOJIBIIEN CKOPOCTH.

Hwuup MHMH YynTana Ha Kpeciie C OTKHUIHOM CIIMHKOM U oOHMMasa OHUTHDH. MsrKuii KoMo4eK
IMOCTYKHUBAJI JIAIIKAMHU II10 2KUBOTY JE€BYIIKH X HECMOTPA Ha TO, 9YTO OBLI COBEPIIEHHO HEBECOMEIM,
IIIeKOoTall ee. t‘IGTBepTaﬂ MMCC paclmpenesdilia CBO€ BHUMaHUE MeXYy YTEeHUEM U MATKHUM KPYTIJIbIM
KOMOYKOM.

Buntan, Connanr, Mion u L{jony cugeny ¢ BHIIIKMBKOM 3a KPYTJIBIM CTOIOM U Oosranu. Cpemu HUX
Ijapuia opyXkeckas U CIIOKOMHas aTMocdepa.

B 3To Bpems mpo3Byuai rojoc ciyxkaHku. “JetBepTas mucc! Yetseptas mucc!”
unap WHUH nofHSANa I71a3a 4 BRITJISIHYJIa B IPUOTKPHITOE OKHO. - B 4em feno?”
“3mech npuHL HuH. OH XOeT 3a rJlaBHOU ABEPHIO U MPOCUT BCTPEUYM C BaMu U Mucc bunran!”

Ou 3mecs! Lluap MHUH TOONPHITHYJIA, COBEPIIEHHO 3a0biB 0 PH1i00sie U TOT CKATUIICS C ee KOJIeH
YTKHYBIIACH CBOUM XBOCTUKOM B IIOJI.

HeBymKa OLICTPO IOAHSATA KPOJIUKa, OCMOTpeNIa U Iiepefiana ero Loy TONbKO IIoCie TOro, Kak
ybenunach, 4YTO C HUM HUYeTo He ciyuyunock. OHa moBepHynack K bunras. “TloiimeM co MHOI.”

“Xopoio.”

“Mucc, g nouny ¢ Bamy,” BMelnanach MioH.



“Xopoio.”

Tpoe BTN U3 JOMa, YTOOL YBUAETH, KaK APYTUe NEBYIIKH U CIYTH B COCETHUX IOMaX TaKkKe
BBICOBHIBAIOT T'OJIOBLL. BEIZIO 0YEBUIHO, YTO BCE TOJILKO YTO CIIBIIIANY CIYKAHKY U BCEM OBIIO
moOOMBITHO, ToYueMy puHIl HuH nmpuexan ciofa papu Llunbs MHUH.

HoBocTu Takxke OBICTPO OTIPABUIKCE K LInHb Xyaii0aHi0, KOTOPHIH JIOBUJ PEIOY B IPYAY.

Huuas MHUH HpI/IGBIHa K T'JIaBHBIM OBEPAM C Buntan u W0H, 4TOOH YBUIOETH XMYyPOT'0 IIPHUHIIA,
KOTOpBIfI CTOSAJI PAOOM C BOPOHEIM KOHEM. Co CTOPOHEI Ka34dJIOCh, YTO OH KPEIIKO 3agyMaJiCsa O 9eM-
TO.

YetBepras mucc Lluns coenana pesepasc. “IIpusetcTByto Bac, Bame BricouecTBo. YTo Bam MoxeT
TIOHaIOOUTHLCS OT 3TOU MaJIeHbKOM JeBOUKU?”

[Tpun B3rnsiHyN Ha BuHTaH, CTOSIIYIO B CTOPOHE. “Byay ¢ BaMu 0TKpoBeHeH. KpoHIpuHIlecca miIoxo
ce0s1 YyBCTBYET, U 51 He MOTY HalTH UMIIEPCKOT0 Bpaya. 51 30ech, YTOOH IOMPOCUTh IOMOIIU Y MUCC
Tan!”

Ha nuue Lunb MHUH paciBeno youBiIeHUe, U OHa CIIPOCUJIa C HeJoBepueM: “Kak Brl He cMoriu
HaUTU UMIIEPCKOTO Bpaya? YTo CIy4YuiIoCh C KpOHIIPUHIIECCOU?”

OTOT HEBUHHBIY BOIIPOC BHOBB BEI3BaJl THEB IIPUHIIA. “OTOT KyCOK AepbMa, Llao BUHYXKYH, TOBOPUT,

yTo oH 6oseH. OH BBI3Ba/I BCEX UMIIEPCKUX Bpauel! f yBepeH, UTO OH chelnan 3To HapouyHo!” [TpuHIl
rnocMoTpen Ha Llvae MHUH v npoenTan: “KpoHIPUHLIECCY HAKOPMUJIU YEM-TO HEIIOHATHEIM, KOra
OHa ceropHs Onlna Bo ABope. ONUH U3 Bpayell 0OCMOTPET ee, HO HAYero He CMOT CKa3aThk. f He MOry
HalTH KBanu(UIUPOBAHHBIX UMIIEPCKUX Bpayel, TaK 4To... S 3[eCh U3-3a MUcC TaH.”

HemoBepue cMeHUIIOCH IIOKOM Ha nuile LluHb MHUH. “OTOT BeNMKU HaCTaBHUK L1ao ... BEPHO, BEPHO.
BuHTaH, 3aXBaTH CBOIO alTeuKy. MIOH, MyCTh CYTH FOTOBAT HAIIKX JIomaaed. CraceHue XKU3HU TaK
JKe BaXHO, KakK TyIIeHHe MoxKapa. Y Hac HeT BpeMeHH Ha 9KHUIIaxkK, Mbl OBICTpee ImoefneM BepxoMm.”

- Xopomo!” WioH 1 BuHTaH nocnemuny oOpaTHO B IOMECTheE.

[TpuHII OBLT OYEeHBb NOBOJIEH 0TBeTOM LluHb MHUH. BCITOMHUB, KaKUM TOHEHUSM B IIOCIIEOHEE BpeEMs
noaBepratoTcs LluHb, OH faxe IIOCOYYBCTBOBAI UM M HE MOT CHEPKaTh CJIOB MPOKJIATUM.
“HeBexecTBeHHBIN IepayH Llao cnuinkoM camoyBepeH! Kak 0H ITOCMeN OTpaBUTh MO0 IIPUHIIECCY-
CYTIPYTY, a IIOTOM 0TO3BaTh BCeX MMIIePCKUX Bpauel! OH xoueT 0Opeyb MO0 KeHY Ha CMepTh!”

“Ho nouemy?” O3agayenHo crnpocusa Luae WauH. “Ilo Kakou Ipu4YrHe BEIUKUY HacTaBHUK L]ao
XO4YeT MPUUYMHUTL BaM HenpusaTHOCTU? Thl UMIIEPATOPCKUM ITpUHIT!”

“MMIiepaTOpPCKUi MPUHIT? DTOT HEBEXKECTBEHHBIM CTAPHIY MTePAYH TaK He gyMaeT! Y Hac ObUIH
HEKOTOphIe CTOJIKHOBEHUS M3-3a OU3Heca B IOCJIelHee BpeMsi, HO KaK OH CMeeT TaK 3J100HO
pearupoBaTh ¥ UCII0/Ib30BaTh BIACTh KMIIEPaTPHUIbl, YTOOH yrHETATh Iiofe!”

Yewm Gosblile IPUHIT AyMan 00 3TOM, TeM 37iee CTaHOBUJICSA. EMy He Teprenoch BopBaThcs K L]ao ¢
oOHaxXeHHBIM KIIMHKOM. Llunb WHKH oaxkasna ry0osl, He JKejasg HU4ero oreedars. [IpuHII ToXKe He
OBLTT HACTPOEH Ha CBETCKUE Oeceldr! U MOTPY3UICS B MPaYHbIE pa3ayMbsi.

Bckope Bepaynucek bunTtas u UoH. Bce Tpoe BCKOUMIN Ha JIOLIafel U IOMYaluch K ToMecThio HuH.

LlvHb VHWH TIIATeNIbHO KOHTPOIXPOBAlia CBOET0 cepedpucTo-0eI0ro KOHS, ee Iapsiiee Ceplle,



HaKOHeEI[, CMOTJI0 HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUThLCS. Ee mnanaM nmotpe6oBanoch Okl ellle HECKOIBKO THEM, YTOOR!
BOTIJIOTHUTHCS B XKM3Hb, €M HYKHO OBIJTO YXBAaTUTHCS 3a OMKUOKY, HHUIIMUPOBAaHHYIO Llao, mpexmge yemM
HayvaTh AENCTBOBATh. TOrma OHa MCII0Ib30Baa OBl 1eI0 KPOHIIPUHIIECCH-, YTOOH IIOCESTh BPaXkIy
Mexay npuHLeM U 1{ao, HaHecs BeJIMKOMY HaCTaBHUKY ABOMHOU yhap.

Ho momyMaTh TOJIBKO, BeTMKUM HAaCTaBHUK [lao 3a001emT 1 BHI3BAJI BCEX [IEKYPHBIX UMITEPCKUX
Bpadeu B CBOE IMOMECThe!

OHa npuKasaja yrpasisoneMy o0paTUTh IPUCTaIbHOE BHUMaHUe Ha Bce mpoucxopsimee ¢ 1lao B
TEYEHMe 3TOr0 epHoa BpeMeHH ¥ U3MeHUIIa IIJIaH, KOTHa YCIIBIIIaia, YTO BeJIMKWH HaCTaBHUK
6omeH. OHa nmpukalana LIssHB3M 0o0aBUThH ClTa0UTENbHOE B Yali KPOHIPUHIIECCH. Y maxke ecimu OBl
IIPUHI] CMOT HAWTH CETOOHS Bpaya, 9TO ciaabuTenbHoe Obi0 0coOeHHBIM. HUKTO He cMoT OB
U3JIeYUTh KPOHIIPUHIIECCY, TIOTOMY YTO [IJIsI 3TOTO TPeOOBaI0Ch UTJIOYKaJIbIBaHKe, KOTOPEIM BIlafiesia
TOJIbKO BHMHTaH. 1I0CJIe TOro, KakK Bce 3agyMaHHOe OBIJIO MCIIOTHEHO, UM 0CTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO
MOXIAThCs, KOTa MIPHUHI] caM IPUAET K HUM C IIPOCHOO0H 0 ITOMOIIIH.

OHa He x0TeJla Ha KOJIeHSIX YMONATh mpuHia. OHa xoTesa, YToOH OH caM MPHUIIeN K HUM U BEIOpas ux
CTOPOHY.

Bo3MO0kHO, 3T0 OBIJIO CIIUIIIKOM TIOAJIO C ee CTOPOHHL. OHa faXKe HEMHOT'0 YyBCTBOBaja ce0s
BUHOBATOM. Ho 06CcTOSITENBbCTBA OBLIM TAKOBHI, YTO ¥ IIPUIIIOCH 3aCTaBUTh KPOHIIPHUHIIECCY HEMHOTO
nocTpagath. K cyacTeio, 3T0 OBIIO MIPOCTOE ClabuTeNbHOE, KOTOPOe He YTpokKao XKU3HU CYIPYyTH
IPHUHIIA.

B ycapp06e mpuniia Hun, Lluas MHUH, ecTecTBeHHO, BMecTe ¢ MioH u buHTaH mocnenoBana 3a
IIPUHIIEM K CllaJibHAM. KpOHIPUHIlecca HaXOOU/Iach y2Ke Ha Kpal CO3HaHUS OT MydaBllel ee
ouapeu.

quBepTaﬂ mucc Lluus cuenana peBepaHC mnepena KpoBaThiO U ITIEPEMECTHUIIACh B CTOPOHY, 3aHAB CBOE
MECTO psAgoM C CRIHOBBSIMH, HEBECTKOU U OOYEPEIO ITPUHIIA. bunTtan 6BICTp0 IIardyJjia BIIEPEN,
Pa3JI0Kujla allTeYKy U U3MEPHUJIa MMyJIbC MPUHIIECCHI.

HeBecTka npuHIila HuH Oblla KpaCHBOM XKEHIIWHON OBAAIATY C HEOObIKUM JieT. Eif OBIJI0 0YEHb
M000MBITHO Y3HATh O HOBOIIPUOLIBIIMX, ¥ OHA MOHSTUS HE UMeJla, KO0 MOT IIPUBE3TH €€ TeCThb, TEM
6ornee 4TO MPUHIIECCY OCMATpUBaja KTO-To, O0JIbIle cMaxuBaolas Ha IMOgPOoCTKa.

[TpunIlecca BcTpeTwHnach B3rsamoM ¢ Lluub MuuH. [TocMoTpeB Ha BruHTaH, OHA C TI060IEITCTBOM
CIIpocuia: “ciyzaHKa Mucc LIuHb 3HaeT ocobeHHOe neKapcTBo? Ee Bopoc HHTepecoBasl BCexX
IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

“Mucc TaH HacnenyeT HaBLIKM CBOEI'0 OTL[a M OYeHb TaJlaHT/IUBA", - MATKO OTBETHUJIa YeTBepTasi MUCC
LuHb.

Bce nmousnu, kTo Takas bunTaH, ycnbimas ‘Mucc Tan’. Bce apuCToKpaTh CIIBIIANIN 0 TOM, KakK LIuHb
WHuH npuHsiana cupoTy MmnepaTtopckoro Bpada TaH. OHU YCIIOKOUINCH U BBIXKHUAAKOLIE IIOCMOTPENU
Ha Jo4yb TaH.

bunTan OCTOPO2KHO ITPOBEPHUIIA IMIYJIbC MTAUEHTKHU U ITPOBEPUJTIA UBET JIUIIA U SA3bIK KDOHIIPUHIECCEHI.
OHa gocTaa CBOM WTJIBI M JIOBKO IIOMECTHJIa HECKOJIBKO B CBOETO MAIlEHTA.

Korpa buHTaH Hayana ceaHC UIJIOYKalblBaHU, IPUHL HAKOHEL CMOI' 3ar0BOPUTh. “IlneMsaHHUIIA
MsH, TH MOXKeIIb CKa3aTh, Y4eM OTpaBJieHa KPOHIIpUHIlecca?”



bunTan KuBHYyJa. “Bailie BricouecTBo, KpOHIIPUHIIECCA HA CAMOM fiefie He Oblla OTpaBieHa. ITO
TPOCTO MOmU(UIIMPOBaHHOE OBOPIIOBOE ClabuTenbHOE. XOTS OHO HE CTABUT YbO-THO0 XKU3Hb B
OTIaCHOCTh, €r0 NOCTATOYHO, YTOOH YYBCTBOBAThL CeOs1 HEYMOOHO B TeUueHNe MHOTUX IHeH. JTO He
HEeU3JIeYuMoO. 4 BBIIUILY PelenT, KOTOPHIY HYy>KHO IPUHUMATh BMECTe C aKynyHKTypou. OHa
MIOIIPABUTCS B KpaT4yauIie CPOKHU.”

[TpunI B3goxHYN ¢ o61erdenueM. [Tocie ceaHnca UTIOyKaJIBIBAHUS IPUHIIECCA YK€ YyBCTBOBAja ce0st
HEMHOT'0 JIy4Ille ¥ e} yXKe He XOTeJI0Ch TaK CUJIBHO B TyaJsleT, Kak paHbiue. K Helt Havan
BO3BpalaThCS HOPMaJbHBIH IIBET THIIa ¥ OHa 6/1arofapHo yIIOHyTach MalleHbKOM JeBOYKE, KOTOPas
ee Je4yuna.

BuHTaH MOYyBCTBOBAJIA JIETKUH VKON BUHBI, YTO IOAMeIasna ek cinabutensHoe. OHa MOKOPHO
yNBIOHYIaCh B OTBET U BCTaJla C KPOBATH, UTOOLI JaTh YKa3aHUs, KaKOM PelenT ClefyeT
IPUroTOBUTL. HO KTO 3HAJ, UTO B 3TO BpeMs NIPUAET ABOPELKUM C CPOUHBIM JOKIagoM?

“Batre BeicouecTBO, HMIIepaTpHUIa CIIbIIIaNa, YTO KPOHIIPUHIIECCA TIJI0X0 ce0s YYBCTBYET, U MPUOBIIa
y3HaTh O ee 3[0poBbe. MIepaTpulia y2Ke BOLIe B IoMecTre!”

“dmoBuTas cyka! Kak oHa mmocMmerna MpUUTH IOCTIE TOTO, KaK IpUYKUHUIIA 6051b Moeit xkeHe! TIpuHI
X0JI0OHO (PEIPKHY CKBO3b 3yOHI.

Mexny TeMm, Lluas MHUH NOTAHYIACH K CIIMHKE KPYTJIOTO CTYJIa, LIBET COLIEI C ee JIulla. BHe3amnHoe
[IOSIBJIEHNEe UMIIepaTpULLI Ucllyraso ee. Ee melicTBue HaIOMHUIIYA BCEM O JaBHeU Bpaxkie MeXay
yeTBepTo# Mucc Llunb u umnepartpuiieid. Cynpba OBYX HaJI0KHUI] UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPhIe ObIIx
[IPUTOTOBJIEHEl U ChefleHbl, U3HaYaIbHO IpefHa3Hadanach Mucc LIuHs!

2Kanocts mpopocna B X CepAlax, Korga OHU BUAETIU TaKyl0 0YapoBaTeIbHYI0 MaleHbKY0 eBOUKY,
HalyragHyo 0o cMeptiu. [Ipunanecca Luangd nporsayiia pyku K LHuas WauH. “Mucc Llugs, ¢ BaMu
BCe B IlopsApke?”

Luup VHUH oOKavasa rojoBoi. “Co MHOU Bce B IopsaKe. MoxeT OBITh, y MEHS TEIJIOBOM yiap OT
JKApKOTo OHS. MOXKHO I MHe 3aliT¥ BHYTPb U HEMHOT'O OTHOXHYThH?”

OHa BOIIPOCHUTEIFHO ITOCMOTPeJIa Ha MpuHIa. ECIu OHa 0CTaHeTCs ¥ MO3BOIUT UMIIEPATPHIIE
YBHUIETh, YTO OHA KOHTAKTUPYET C IPUHIIEM, 9TO TOJILKO YCHUJIUT BPaXKAy MeXIy IBYMS CTOPOHAMH.
Ho xoTs mpuHI[ ObIT TOXOT/IMBEIM IIPUAYPKOM, OH He OBITT UAMOTOM. BO3MOXKHO, OH He MOT SICHO
MBICITUTh U3-3a CBOET'0 HEIHEIITHETO THEBA, HO KaK TOJILKO OH YCIIOKOUTCS, OH OBICTPO MOMMET, T0YeMy
el Hy>KeH IaHc u36exkaTh 00IIeHUs C UMIepaTPUIIEH.

[TosToMy OHa Mepenaa pelleHre MPUHILY.
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