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- §l mpemogHECTa 9TUX JTIOMeH OTITy Ha OImofedke, 4YTOOL He JyMaTh O TOM, YTO C HUMHU JIeNlaTh, a
TeIepb THl MeHs 00 9TOM cipamuBaelb? - [{ludb WHUH Hagynack U caelaa BU, YTO HE TOHUMAET
IIyTKY OTLa. - ¥ 94T0 MHe 3a 9T0 OyZeT, ecnu g mofackaxy Tebe oTBET?

[uup XyaiitoyaHs mo3abaBuiia Takas OeTcKas peakius gqouepu. Beob Ha caMoM fefie, OHa BCe elle
OblTa OOBIKHOBEHHOM I0HOM [IEBYIIKOM, a ee XapaKTep - 9TO IledasbHbIM pe3yIbTaT TOro, YTO OHa
mepexuma. Bce aTo etie 60mbIle IPUTATUBAIIO €T0 K NOYEPH.

- Tel ManieHbKUY YepTeHOK. Thl HUUero He y3Halla 0 YeCTHOCTH OT CBOeM MaTepu, HO BMECTO 9TOTO THI
CTajia XUTPUTh. XOPOILIO, €CITH THI AAlllb MHE NOCTOMHEIN OTBET, g Mofapio Tebe MpeKpaCHbIH
YepHUJILHEIN KaMeHb. Kak HacyeT 3T0oro?”

- Bnarogapro Te6s, oten. lluas MHUH yIBIOHYIach ¥ CTPSIXHYJIA KPOLIKHM CO CBOEH PYKH, CHeJaB elle
OJIMH T'JIOTOK 4Yas I0CJie TOT0, KaK OHA BHIMBITIA PYKHU. "f Bce 06yMEBIBaia M Y MEHSI €CTh TPH IJlaHa
peuicTBul. I1710X01, XOPOIIUY U CaMbIU JTyYIInii.”

3auHTepecoBaHHAas UCKpPa MeJbKHYTIA B ri1a3ax L{uHb XyalioyaHs u ynei0Ka pacTeKiach Ha ero JIuie.
"O? Pacckaxun.”

Luub WuuH yneiOHYIach. “X0POII0. ITH JTIOAU MIPUAEePKUBAIUCH CBOUX ITPUHITUIIOB ¥ TIOKOHYMIIH
JKU3Hb CaMOyOuNCTBOM, Korfa ObIM CXBaueHbl BO BpeMs MOKyIIeHus. Ho B 3TOT pa3 HaM yOasoch
3TOT0 M36eKaTh ¥ MBI CMOTJIM IIOMMAaTh AOCTAaTOYHOE KOIMYECTBO YeJI0OBEK, YTOOHl XOTh KTO-TO M3 HUX
He yrmepzkKaJics U He BeIAepKan NETOK. KTo-HuOyas 13 HUuX 00g3aTeIbHO YTO-TO HaM pacckaxeT. Ham
HY2KHO OymeT mepefaTth 3Ty UHGOPMAIIMIO UMIIEPaTOPY, HO BOT KOTHa 3TO CHEJATh - 9TO Ye COBCEM
Opyrou sompoc.”

unap WHUH NofHSNa I71a3a U C PafoCThI0 yBUAena, 4To LluHb XyaiitoaHb ClierKa K1uBaer.

"HavMeHee IPeANIOYTUTENLHEIY IIJIaH A7 OTLA - B3ATh pa3BefaHHble, KOTOPHIE MBI IIOJTy4YUM, U
IyOJIMYHO BBI3BATh CTApPIIEro roCynapCTBeHHOTOo fgedTens Llao Bo BpeMsi cyneOHOro 3aceaHusl.
Xopo1I10 B 3TOM METOfie TO, YTO BCe YBUAAT, HACKOIbKO aMOUIIM03€eH TOCYAapPCTBEHHBIN NEeATENb U
HACKOJIBKO OH 37100eH. FIMIiepaTop He X0UeT HUYero, KpoMe Mupa, HO TOCyJapCTBEHHEIH [esaTelb
BCTYIIaeT B CTOBOP C TaTapaMH, 4TOOl pa3pyIlInTh HaMepeHUs UMIIepaTopa. ITO NPeCcTyIieHne
KapaeTcs CMePTHOM Ka3Hb10.”

“Ho ucnonb3ys Takoi BapuaHT, MBI He CMOXKeM IIpeficKa3aTh, YTO IIPOU30UAET IIOCTIe 3TOTOo ", -
npennoxui Llueb XyalitoaHb.

“Touno. lluay VHUH KUBHYJIA U IPONOJIKUIA. “MEl He MOXeM IIPUHATH 9TOT BAPUAHT, IIOTOMY 4YTO
MBHI He 3HaeM, 4YTO UMIIepaTop gyMaeT 0 rocymapcTBeHHOM pesATene Llao. Puck cnumkoMm Benuk. Eciu
uMIepaTop 6/1aroBONIUT K TOCYAapCTBEHHOMY fesiTesio [lao, To B TaKOM cllydae, KpalHUM OCTaHETCS
oTel. BoT moyeMy g CYUATA0 3TO XyAIIUM BapuaHTOM.”

"Mwm. - Tsl ipaBa. Llunap XyaiitoaHb C JIETKON YIIEIOKO#M 06710KOTUIICS Ha OOJBIIYIO TOAYIIKY T03au
ce0s1. - A xopoImii BapuaHT?”

"Xopoiuii BapuaHT IJist OTLA - 3TO B YaCTHOM Oecefie JOI0XKUTH 060 BCEM UMIIEPATOPY U Y3HATH O
ero Mmi1aHax. Ecy uMmepaTop X04eT BOCIOIb30BaThCS 3TUM IIPEUMYIECTBOM, YTOOH CBEPTHYTh
rOCyIapCTBEHHOI'0 [IesITesl, TOTHa BEl MOXKETEe CTaTh OCTPHIM KJTMHKOM HMIIepaTopa. Eciu
UMIIEPATOP X0YET MOJTYA TEPIIETh, TO MOXKEIIb IIPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO HUYETO He 3HAEIb. ITO OBLIO ObI



JIy4d1ie, 4eM 3aCTaTh UMIIepaTOpPa BPACIIJIOX Ha TIOOAX. B stoT momeHT Llunes UHUH HaXMYpPHJIACh.

“Ho y aTOTO BapuaHTa eCTh ¥ HeOCTaTKX. XOTS MBI OyleM 3HaTh HaMepeHUs UMIlepaTopa 3apaHee,
MBI He MOXKEeM rapaHTHPOBaTh, 4YTO OH He IlepefyMaeT, KOTra Jejo OOUAeT A0 Aella, UM KaKas-To
TpeThd CTOPOHA He BMEIIaeTCs U He U3MEHUT pellleHre uMieparopa. Eciu Mou onaceHus
IIOATBEPOATCSA, TO U3 OTLIA JIETKO CHEJaoT KO3J1a OTIYIEeHUT.

"He roBops yzKe 0 TOM, 4YTO CETh CBI3€U TOCYOapCTBEHHOTO AeATEeN PACIIPOCTPAHSIETCS 110 BCeMY
IIBOPY C Ype3BBIYalHO IITyOOKUMU KOPHSIMU. XOTS OTell - BeIMKUY HaCTaBHUK HaCJleHUKA, THl He
MOZKelllb COTIePHUYATh C HUM 3a BNIacTh. JIETKO IPefCTaBUTh, KAKUMU Pa3PyIIUTEIbHEIMU OyAyT
IIOCTIE[ICTBUS, €C/IU FOCYNapCTBeHHEIN fesiTenb Llao HanenuTecs Ha Tebq. MMnepaTtpuna Llao Takxke
IIpOBejia MHOTO BpeMeHHU BO ABOPIle, TIO3TOMY OUeHb BEepPOSTHO, UTO Y Hee eCTh I'Jla3a U yIuIu, 6/Iu3Kue
K uMIepaTtopy. Ecnu oHM y3HAIOT 0 pa3roBope OTIia C UMIIEPATOPOM, 3TO [IeJI0 BCE PAaBHO MOUAET
npaxom.”

Yewm Gomnbire [Tuap MHUH mymarna 00 9ToM, TeM 60jiee OIaCHBIM, II0 ee MHEeHUIO, ObIT 9TOT BapHAHT.
BripaxxeHue ee nuifa CTano CypoOBHIM. - ECTTM THl He CMOXKEIIb OTCTYIIUTE L[€JIHIM ¥ HEBPEAUMBIM
TII0CJIe TOTO, KaK COBEPIIHUIITh BEPHBIN ITOCTYIIOK Pagu UMIIepaTopa, TO 3TO BCe paBHO OyaeT Hallen
notepeit. [I0aTOMy 3TOT, Ka3ajaoch Obl, "XOPOLIKK" BapuaHT TOXKe He 04eHb.”

[uub XyaiitoaHb BOCTOPTAJICS SICHOCTBIO MEICTIEH cBoel moyepu. OHa Oblla MOIOLOW AEBYIIKOM, HO ee
BHUMaHNE MOTJIO COTIEPHUYATh C TEMHU, KTO IIPOBEJI MHOTO JIET IIPYU ABOpPE. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH ellle
Oonbllle TPOHUKCS K HEH, U eMy CTaJsio elne 0ojee X&Kajlb, UYTO OHa He Ovlna chiHOM. Ecyu OB He 9TO, OH
OBl HE BOJTHOBAJICSI O TOM, YTO €70 HEKOMY 3aMEHUTb.

- Tl BCe X0pOIII0 TpOaHaNIu3upoBaa, - B3oxHya Lluue XyalitoaHs. - {1 gfyMaro, 4TO JIy4LIn IJIaH,
KOTOPBI MOXKET MPUAyMaTh OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIIOIEH, - 9T0 00CYIUTh 9TOT BOIIPOC C UMIIEPATOPOM
HaepnuHe. Ho Bce elnle eCTh PUCKH, IIPUCYILIKE STOMY, IIOCKOJIBKY HUKTO HE MOXKET IIpefacKa3aTh
Helpeackasyemoe.”

[luub VHuH OblNa MOIbIIeHa U CMYIleHa TaKUM KoMIauMeHToM. [Ileku ee CHIBHO MTOKPACHEIH, U
rja3a PajoCTHO 3aCHUSIIH.

- OTer CIUIIKOM MEeHS XBaJIUT. Y MEHS eCTh BapHaHT IIOJIy4llle, HO S JyMalo, 4TO OTell yKe IogyMa
00 atom. [Touemy OBl HaM He 3amucaTh 3TO BMECTe, YTOOLI TOCMOTPETE, IYMaeM JIM MBL O TOM xKe?”

[uub XyaiitoaHb pacxoxoTasncs. "Thl XUTPHIN YepTeHOK. X0polIIo, TpUHEeCH KUCTh U Oymary.”

Luub WHUH KUBHYI ¥ MOOOIIIA K O0IBIIOMY YePHOMY CTOJTY, YTOOH pa3MOJIOTh YepHua. OHa
OKYHYJIa TOHKYIO ()MOJIETOBYIO KUCTOUKY B T'YCThie YepHUIIA ¥ IIPUHECTIA ee BMECTe C JIMCTOM OyMaru.
IeBylllka B3sJ1a ellle ONUH INCTOK OyMaru 1 ceja CIUHOM K cnuHe ¢ Lluab XyalioyaHeM, 3anuChiBast
CBOIl IOCTIeIHU BapuaHT.

Ha MraHoBeHUe eIUHCTBEHHEIMU 3ByKaMU B KOMHaTe OBIJIM CKpeXeT KUCTel 110 Oymare ¥ MeJIOgu4YHoe
IOKa4YMBaHMe XXeMUyXKuHH, OosTaomielics Ha mpudecke Lluas MHUH. ApoMaT YepHUJI CMEIINBAJICS C
apoMaToM Yas ¥ BHIIEYKH, IpuAaBasi 0COOEHHO CIIOKOWHBIN TOH 0€3MSATEeKHOM aTMocdepe.

OueHb OBICTPO OHU 3aKOHYMIIM CBOIO paboTy U Iepefany APYT APYTY JIUCTH OyMaru Ojisi CpaBHEHUS.
[Touepk Lunp XyalitoaHs OBIJT CMEJIBIM M 3aJIUXBAaTCKUM, B TO BpeMs Kak nodepk L{uap MHUH OB
TJTaBHBIM ¥ aKKypaTHEIM. Ha 000uX MUCTax CTOSIIU IBa OOMHAKOBBIX CJIOBA.

TeTs LJAO.



Mexay ux cepallaMu paclBena cBs3b. [IuHb XyalitoaHb BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHMII, YTO JlaXKe eCJIX ero
pebeHOK He OB CBIHOM, OHa BCe ellle Oblyla ero coOCTBeHHOM mouyephio. Kakoe 3HaueHNe UMeeT ee
non? C ee yMOM, OHa BIIOJIHE MOXKET IIPOOOJIKUTh €ro Hacjenue.

Lluaps MHUH Beceno B3sia nucToK Oymaru Llunp XyaiitoaHs U CBOi u Opocuia ux B KaMuH. FICKPHI
TaHIIeBa/IM U KPYKUJIUCh BOKPYT TalHBIX 3amuceii, ORICTPO IIpeBpallas ux B MeTell.

“ITycTh OHa caMa [I0JI0KHUT 000 BCEM HMITIEPATOPY, 3TO HE TOJILKO BO3BLICUT €€, HO U BHIBEHET Hallly
ceMbio u3-1of nopo3penusa. Umneparopy u Hu Llao npupeTcs neicTBoBaTh IPOTUB
TOCYNapCTBEHHOTO JiesiTeNs. B aToM cuTyaluu Mbl O0JIbllle He Te, KTO 3aXBAaTUJI TaTap, T03TOMY MBI
HUAYEero He 3HaeM.”

OHa exupHO yneIOHYyNIack. - MIepaTop 0XOTUJICA 3a 3TUMU yOUKLlaMU yKe NaBHO, TaK YTO
cepebpsiHBIe MaCKH, €CTECTBEHHO, BHIIONIHAIOT U 9Ty MuUcCH0. OHM Ha3bIBalOT ce0s er0 CEKPETHON
cnyk00¥, HO KaKOM OT HUX TOJIK, €CJI OHU He CMOTYT HallTH faxe HecKonbkux youun? Hu Llao He
nypa, II03TOMY OHa oIpefesieHHO 6ymeT TpeOoBaTh Harpagy 3a 9TO JOCTUXKeHue.”

"Heropsiika!"llunb XyaiitoaHb ITOCTy4Yal YKa3aTeIbHEIM MaiblleM o Hocy Lluas MauH. “Tebs coBceM
He 06eCIIOKOUT BO3MOXKHOCTb TOTO, 4TO TeTs Llao He 3axoueT 3TOro cenars?”

- OHa cekpeTHas cinyxk0ba UMIIepaTopa, ¥ e¥ IpuKa3aHo CXBaTUTh yOuiill. IloueMy O e/ HE 3aX0TETh
OTKPHITh 9Ty OBEPb, €CIIU KITIOUM CaMU IIJILIBYT el B pyKu? Y maxe eciiy OHa [IeHCTBUTEIbHO HE
COTJIACUTHCS, OHA CHeaeT 3TO B JII0OOM CJTydae, eCJIi OTell IOTOBOPUT C Hel.”

unp XyaltoaHb BHITIIAE] HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO U KalUIAHYI. "Thl MaJleHbKHN HETOAsS1Ka U TOBOPUIIIL
MHOTO TynocTed. Ho TH ¥ BOPSMb OUYeHb MHE ITOMOTJIa ¥ II03TOMY S ITofiapio Tebe, Kak u obelan
3TOT YEPHUIIbHBLIM KaMeHb.”

Lluub MHUH BoCXUIIEHHO 3aynbibanack. - brarogapio Tebs, oten! [Tokaxu MHe, TOKaxXu MHe!”

Lunp Xyaiitoanb pacxoxoTancs. “K uemy Takas crnemka? Tel G0UIIbCS, YTO 5 IepefyMalo u
IIPUTBOPIOCH, YTO 3TOT0 HE OBII0?”

Ox BrI3Bas YaiiHo. - Hauiay 4epHUIbHEIA KaMeHb, KOTOPHIY S KYIIUJI HECKOJIBKO JHEU Ha3af, 1
OTIIPaBb €T0 B IIOYETHHINM yUeOHBIN 3all [ YeTBePTOM Mucc. M 3axBaTu KaueCTBEHHBIX KUCTEN OIS
Hero.”

YaiHs KUBHYII ¥ C yNIBIOKOM OTIIPABUIICS UCKATh IPEIMETHI.

- Bnaropmapio Te6s, oter." Ha meukax [luab MHUH MOSBUINCH BOCXUTUTEIIBHBEIE IMOYKH. - MEI He
CITaJiy TIPOIIJION HOYbIO, TAaK UTO OTEIl, MOIKHO ObITh, ycTas. [IoueMy Obl HaM He BEPHYThCSI BMECTE,
YTOOBI BH MOTJIM IIOCTIATh B Cafly CIIOKOMCTBUS, a I BEPHYCh, YTOOB JOXKAATHCSI MOETr0 HOBOTO
YEePHUJIBHOTO KaMHS U KUCTEeu.”

Llunap XyaiitoaHb OB B IPEeKPaCHOM HAaCTPOEHUM U HaKUHYI Ha ce0s IepBHIY NONaBIIKNKCS IIall C
pykaBamu. - [ToiieM, s oAy OMPUBETCTBYIO CTApyio0 BAOBY, a IIOTOM MBI ITOMIEM CIIaTh.”

YeTBepTas mucc LiuHb OblIa TPOHYTA 3aAyMYUBOCTEIO 0TlIa. OHa 3Haja, YTO IPOLIJI0 MHOTO OHEH C
Tex 1op, Kak LIuHb XyaltoaHb IPUXOAUII Ha MPUBETCTBUE K CTapoit BOoBe. C Tex IMOp KakK IMIPOU30IIe
UHIIUOEHT ¢ Tabakepkoi, LluHb XyaitoaHb OB OYeHb XOJIOMIeH 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K CBoel MaTepu. OH
3HAJI, YTO Ha caMoM fesie LluHb MHUH cllelaabHO BCE MOCTPOMIA TaK, YTOOH HaMyraTh CTapyio
BIIOBY, HO BCe e [IepKaJiCs Ha PacCTOSIHUY, YTOOHI ITI0Ka3aTh MaTEPH, YTO OH OYEHb LIEHUT U
3abotuthcs 0 Hu Cynp u llunb MHUH.



9T0 oueHb Tpouyno Lluas MHUH. Korma 0Ha TOMBKO BepHYIach JOMOM, OHa II0YYBCTBOBAsa, YTO ee
oTeI] ObIJT KEM-TO, KTO Ka3aJiCs ApYyXKeTo0HBIM, BHEIIIHe OH Ka3aJICs 0YeHb OTCTPaHeHHHIM. Ilocye
BCET'0 TOTO BPEMEHH, YTO OHU IIPOBEJIM BMECTE, OHa CMOIJIa PaCCMOTPETh, HACKOJIBKO OTell JIIOOUT ee,
HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO YMHBIE ¥ IIPOHHUIIATEIbHbIE JTIOX, KaK ee OTell, TSXKeJI0 COMUKAIOTCS C KeM-
nu6o0.

Korpa YanHs BepHYJICA C YepHUTIaMU U KUCTAMHU, OH Iepenas ux HwH.

Cnenys 3a otiioM, LIluab MHUH B35JT CITyKaHKY C c000M BO BHYTPEHHIO pe3ugeHnni0. Ho Kak TOJIBKO
OHM TOJIBKO CTYIIMJIM B BOPOTA, YBELIAHHBIE I[BETAMHU, TO YCJIbIIIAIN PhIAaHUS U BOIJIM XKEHIIWH U3
cana 6marodecTus.

Bripaxenue LluHb XyalioyaHb pe3K0 U3MEHUIIOCH, ¥ OH OBICTPO 3alnararn Brnepen. Lluas MHUH ToXe
mofymMaja, 4To YTO-TO He TaK, ¥ IPUKPUKHYa L[310Hb, YTOOR OHA He OTCTaBasa.

YeMm O1uke OHU ITOOXOOUIIM K PE3UOEHITUN CTAPOM BOOBE, TEM I'POMYE CTAHOBUINCH KPUKHU U BOIIIIH.
Ceppue Lluap MHMHS OATPHITHYIO OT cTpaxa. Heyxenu Busxasna Hu Cyss, a pripana Llueb
XysuHuH? YTO0 XKe Ipou30LIIo?
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