ITom HEeYMOJIKaloIllee ITIOBECTBOBAHUE I/IMHepaTOpCKOIjl TE€HHU MOMU I'JIa3ad 3daKPhIBAJIUCh CAMHA coboii, u g
6BICTpO IIOTPY3HUJICA B OIIKMChIBAEMEIE€ TPDEBHUM BOHMHOM, COOBITHS. ..

ViMmepaTop NPUIIOAHSIICS U3 BaHHEI, HabIiofas 3a MPUIIeIIMMHU 110 €T0 AYIIy CYIIeCTBaMu, U ero
HaJIUTHIE KPOBBIO TJ1a3a COIIYPUIIMCH B THEBe. Cula KJIOKOTajla B HEM U [aXe BOMa, B KOTOPOH TOT
CTOSIJT, HapyIlas 3aKOHHI TPaBUTALMK TOTHUMAJIACh BBEPX IIOJ BO3IEHCTBHEM MCIIYCKaeMOU aypHI.
CernbTaphl IPHIIIK B €T0 IOM U 33D, 3Hasi, YTO ITOr'0 HejIb3s OblsI0 n36exkaTh, OB TOTOB K BCTPeYe.

Ox Bcerma 6vl1 HacTopoxke. Ha monsax cpaxenuii. Ha mupax ¢ 3aBUCTHUKAMU B TOOBI €T0 MOJIOIOCTH.
W pmaxe ceiyac U3 IIEHHOM BOBI, €T0 HAaTPYyKEHHAas XKeJle30M pyKa Taluia 3¢ec TOro caMoro Meda
Cepaduma. Meua, 4TO He JaBajl eMy CTapeTh. Meua, 4To OB JOOBIT KPOBBIO U KU3HSIMU HECUETHBIX
Bparos, Apy3ey, fa ¥ IPOCTO CIy4YalHBIX XKEPTB.

Ho goOwIT CIMIIKOM IIO3OHO. ..

Meu mpopiu eMy XKU3Hb [1a TaK YTO €T0 IeTH yKe COCTaPUINCh U 3auMeJIi CBOUX eTel U faxe
BHYKOB, HO apTe(akT He MOT pa3pe3aTh BpeMsi, YTOOH BEPHYTH K XKU3HU €TI0 JOBY, CaMyI0 IIEPBYI0 U
camyto TI00UMYI0 U3 KEH.

MoxeT oToMy, YTOOH IIOTYIIKUTh B CBOEM cepylie 60/Ib YTPaThl, UMIIepaTop U 3aBej cebe MHOTO
rapeM, KOTOPHIM KCTaTH He Melllaj IJI0guTh 6acTapaoB 10 BCel UMIIEPUH U I10JIb30BaThCS IIPH
TIEPBOM K€ YOOOHOM Clly4ae ITPaBoOM IIEPBOY HOUH.

BB 7T KTO-TO U3 THICIYH €TI0 eTel JOCTOUH ITOCTPOEHHOM UM UMIIEPUU, YTOOH! XOTS ObI IIOMEBICTIUTE
0 epeHATUHU BiacTBoBaHUA? OTBET CO3pen B yMe 33pa [aBHO.

Pa3Be KT0-TO CMOT’ CTATh YeMIIMOHOM Bcex jur? Her...
Pa3Be KTo-HUOYIb CMOT OBl JepKaTh BCEX 3TUX MECTHBIX KOPOJILKOB B cTpaxe? Toxe HET...

B3rnap nupmepa cenbTapoB, UCTOYAN JIEOSHOU XOJIO ¥ 3TOT XOJIOH, CKOBEIBAJI BCEX, Ha KOT0 Iafal
B30p. CTEPTHIE OUEePTaHUS CYIIECTB, He IT03BOJISJIO UX XOTh KaK-TO pa3lnyaTh, HO TOT, YTO BHIIIENT
BIEpEN, uMell OeJioe ofiesiHNe, YTO YKa3blBasIo Ha 6J1ar0CTHYIO BeCTh A7 yMHUpalomero. ToT, KTo
YIOCTOHUJICS YECTU YBULETh 3TU OOeKObl, MOT ITIOKUHYThH 3TOT MUP C TOPHAOCTHIO, Be[b JajIbllle ero
nyTh J1eXKUT B 3an [Tokos.

BOT TONIBKO TEKYINKY KaHOUAAT, He OB COTIaCeH CO CBOEH yYacCThio.

— TBoé Bpemst mpuiyio 33p. OTHak 3TOT MPOKIISATHN MeY U IPUME CBOE ITpegHa3HauYeHue. 3allbl
[Toxost KOyT TeOS.

— IMoxos? Tlyckalt momoXKOyT emle. — CKpUBUBIIKCH OT TA(OCHOM Peyrd OMHOTO U3 CebTap,
IIPOU3HEC UMIIepaTop. — M KCcTaTu, pa3Be Tl He 3HAElllb, HECUACTHHIM CTPaXK, CKOIbKUX 5T yOum?!

— Mt Bcé 3HaeM. — be3nukoe nuIo He OTPHUIIAIIO CBOEM 0CBeIOMIEHHOCTU. — Ho g TakXke 3Halo,
YTO YEMIIMOHEI OOJIZKHEI 06peTaTB IIOKOH, a He CTpafgaHus.

— CTpapaHue, 3TO eOUHCTBEHHOE YTO CBSI3BIBAET MEHS C Hel, HeyKeJlH Bbl XOTUTE OTHSTh Y MEHS
3T0? — MyXunHa He oOpallas BHUMaHUS Ha pa30pocaHHbIe OOEeXK/b, IIarHy I U3 BaHHHI, TPOJOJIKas
IepXkKaTh OTPOMHBINM KIIMHOK, KOTOPHIH 10 CUX ITOP TakK OBUI Ha TPETh YTOIJIEH B IIEHE.

— Ecnu TH He coryacel, Torpa Tebe ogHa gopora — B 3an CTeHaHUiA. A TBOE opyxkue, s 3a6epy u



TakK.

BouHbl pegKo HykKOaauch B CTOBaX. M Korga BCE, YTO JAaBHO JIeXKaJIo Ha ero ayile, ObIIO CKa3aHo,
uMmneparTop 6oJIbille He CTal CAEePXKUBATHCS. BCcKuIena KpoBb U BOCIIAMEHHUJICS O TIIEIOLIYIO TIe-TO Y
CaMoTo Cepplla Ty4UHYy sIPOCTH, OTOHb THeBa. HakaTuBIas BOJHa pedIeKTOPHO aKTUBUPOBAsia
CTanbHYI0 Pybaxy, menasi MOKPYIO KOXY KPEIKoy KaK KaMeHb, ¥ KallJIi BOJbl, IOKPHIBAIOIINE €€,
OBICTPO UCTIAPSIUCE, OKYThIBAs MyXKYUHY IIAPOM.

HeoxXupgaHHO pe3KUi ymap, BEIPBAJICS U3 00j1aka TyMaHa, HO BhITIA[ OBLT JIOKHBIM, BEOb 3TUX
CyIIecTB He mo0equTh HanpsaMywo. OgHakKo yaap ObUT TaKUM, YTO €Clid OBl CebTap MPOUTHOPUPOBA
ero, To me4 Cepaduma C JTErKOCThIO BCIIOPOJI €r0 COTKAHHYIO0 U3 CBeTAa M TEHU 6€CCMEPTHYIO IJIOThH
He OCTABUB [IyXY U IlIaHCa Ha BbIXKUBAHUE.

Teno umnepaTopa NIPUTHYJIOCh PaCKUHYB PYKHU, CIIOBHO XKYypPaBJib paclpaBiseT KPhUIbs XKenas
IIPUKJIOHUTCS B PEBEPAHCe, U B 3TOT MUT Haf €r0 T'0JIOBOM CBEPKHYJIa COTHAMU 3JI€KTPUUECKUX
HUTEU CETh JIOBYUX — OIIACHOE YMeHUe IIOCTIeIHEero0 YPOBHS NOCTYIIHOE afieliTaM IIIKOJIbl BO3OyXa.
Bparu, cTosiBIMe 4yTh II00faJb, BEIOPOCHUIIM B €T0 CTOPOHY CBOM [JIMHHEIE, TUIIEHHBIE HOTTEH,
IaJIbLIbIL.

Llens, KOTOPYIO 33D, IHEITAJICS TOPA3UTh IIEPBOM, OTIIPHITHYJIA Ha3af, OYITO CKOJIb3HYB 110
MPaMOPHOMY II0JTy, OCcTaBsis Meuy Cepaduma Uit CEPOBaTYIO TypPOYIEHTHOCTh BO3MYIIHEIX
3aBUXpeHu. Ho uMIiepaTop pyXHYyB Ha IT0JI, KPyTaHYJICS BOKPYT CBOEH OCH, pacCceKasi KIIMHKOM
TIOTIaBINKE B PAOUYC aTaK¥ KOHEYHOCTH, HE YCIIEBIIUX BOBPEMS OTPearupoBaTh, CTPaXKeH.

Ynap npuiléencs Huxe KoJieHel U YeTBepo U3 HUX, MTUIINIINCH CBOUX HOT. He ycmnemnu Tena
BOIIJTOLIEHHBIX OYXOB YIIaCTh, KaK KAMEeHHAs BaHHA B30pBaJiach MOAHUMAS BBEPX MEJIKHE YaCTHIIHI
co37aBasi CTPEMHUTEIIBHO pa3pacTalolieecst 0671ako, Melalollee BUAETh BCEM, KTO HaXOJUIICS B 3aJie.

MmmepaTop e MPUKPHII I1a3a cpa3y, Kak TOJTbKO BO33BaJl K 3eMHOM 3aBece. BomoleHHbe
cenbTapkl OYIyT CIIETIH elllé HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], BIPOYEM, KaK U OH. Befb TyT B MUpPe CMEPTHHIX, 3TH
CYIIECTBa, BLIHYKAEHH UT'PATh 110 IPaBUJIaM MaTepPHUaIbHOTO - TEMHOTr0 Mupa. M X0Th 3TOT0 He
MOCTATOYHO M7 To0ebl Hafl BCeMOTYIIMMHU OyXaMH, HO BCe XK€ 9TO IIPaBUII0, JaéT clnabyio HamexXmy
BBIUTHU U3 605 JKUBHIM.

3aBeca HaKphla KaXk0ro U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOUINX, HO BCE OHM MOOLIBAIM BO MHOTHX OUTBAX ¥ UMEIH
IOCTATOYHO MHOT'0 HaBHKOB. OHU BPEMEHHO OCJIETII, HO MEHTAJIbHBIA B30P MTO3BOJIST OLIEHUTH IT0JIE
6051, maxe B TeMHOTe. OUH U3 CTPaXKei, BLHITYCTUB CBOX AYX, YBUAEN OETyIero Ha rpaHu IBUIBHOTO
o01aKa UMIIePaTopa, KOTOPHIM YCIEIUTHO BOCIIOIh30BaJICSI CBOEH MO3UIIMel, HEIPHYB 3a CITUHE
IIOKaJIeYeHHBIX UM ITPOTUBHUKOB. CBEpKaloIas CeTh, TaK ¥ He UCII0Ih30BaHHAS, BCE eIle IOKOUIach
B UX PYKaX, ¥ KTO-TO JlaxKe IBITAJICS UCIPABUTh 3TO, HO JIETEHJAPHEIA Me4, OKa3aJcs OkICTpee.

CnoBHO B 3aMe[JIEHHOM CheMKe, Med Tafall Ha Tejl0 He3aJau/IMBoro cejbTapa ¥ BO3MOXKHO AyX
ycnes Obl TOCTaBUTDH OJI0K 3aT0TOBJIEHHOM IJIST 9TOT'0 CTAJIbHOM PYKOM, HO MaTepuanbHas 000JI09Ka
Me[JIeHHO MTOJYHUHSIIOCH er0 UCKPe, U OH JIUIIb C 3all03[@HNEM IIOHSJI, UTO BIIUBUIIUKCS B KITIOUUILY
KJIMHOK, Pa3[esIseT ero IOMojIaM.

OH He Kpuyaj. Ero poT Iulih MOT4YanruBO OTKPHIICS, OYATO CTapsiCh XKagHO BIOXHYTh TaKOU
He0oOXOOUMBIi [JIs CYIIIeCTBOBAHUS, BO3MAYX.

Caanmu pa3mascst pe3Kuii, HaloJIHEeHHbIM 00JIbI0 BOM, CJIOBHO BCIO CTAl0 BOJIKOB HEOXKUIAHHO PEIIUITH
UCTPeOUTDh. ITO KPUYalIu Te YETBEPO, YTO OCTAJIMCh 6e3 HOT.

«A TOBOPHUIIH, YTO CeanapH He HCIBITHIBAIOT O0IH» — 3JI0PagHO MEJIBKHYJIO B I'OJIOBE MOHApPXa.



CieHa, pa3BOpauMBalOIIAsiCS B CTEHAX 3aMKa, ObllIa CTOJIb HEPEATbHOM, YTO Ka3aIoCh KaKUM-TO
HaBaxgeHueM. CTOPOHHUM HaOMogaTe b Jaxke MOT IIOOyMaTh, YTO B 6UTBe MexXay cTpaxkaMu CBeTa
¥ IIEPBHIM UMIIepaTOpoM TEMHOT0 MUPa, ¥ TOCIEOHET0 JeHCTBUTENIBHO €CTh IIAHC BBIXKUTH, HO
ceJibTaphl He OBIJIM MTPOCTHIMU BOMHAMH.

YeTrIpe CUSIONINX KOIbsi, OyITO MarudyeckKue Jy4u, MPOH3UIIU BO3AYX, ¥ 9TO CTAJI0 PEIIaiouuM
MOMEHTOM B IIPOTUBOCTOSTHUE. Y IEP3KOr0 CMEPTHOTO HE OCTAJIOCh IIaHca Ha 6ercTRo.

OpHO MX KOIUY MIPOJIETEJI0 MUMO, [Ba IapKHYJIX 10 KaMEHHOU KO0XKe 33pa, KOTOPBIH CIleLnaibHO
pas3BepHYJICS BIOI000pPOTa, He XKeflasi MPUHUMaTh HHOMUPCKOe OpyXkue, Jaxe HaXosCh O[T
IercTBMeM HaBblKa. Ho ups Ha 3TOT 1Iar, OH He CMOT YBEPHYTHCS OT IIOCIETHEr0 KOIIbI U OPyXKue
6e3 Tpyda IIpOH3MUIO BOMHA, OTOPOCUB TOTO K IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTEHE.

Ynap GBI CTONB CUITBHBEIM, YTO MYKUKMHY IIPOTAIIUIIO HECKOIBKO JECSITKOB METPOB U MTPUTBO3MMIIO K
CTeHe, CJI0BHO 6a00YKy 9HTOMOJIOTMYeCKOM OyIaBKOM.

— Bcero nuib yenoBek. — [IporpemMesn BHICOKOMEPHBIN U pa3fpaxkKeHHBIN TPOUCXOISIIUM TOI0C
TOBOPUBIIET0 paHee CTpaxa. — Thl BO3OMHUJ CIIMIIKOM MHOTOe 0 cebe U TBOE HaKa3aHue OymeT
COpa3MepHBIM IIPOCTYIKY.

QUTypH CYIIECTB, UTO HE JTUIIUINCH HOT, HECIIEITHO BEIXOMUIN U3 MEIILHOTO 00J1aKa, HallpaBIssch K
MIOABEIIEHHOMY 33pYy.

— 4d... Kxa... Umneparop!... TémHoro! Mupa!... Kxa-kxa... — KpoBaBbIil KallleJlb Melllajl TOBOPUTH EMY,
HO MYyXK4YMHa CO 3710001 I'TIsiAs Ha NpuOIKMKAIOIUXCS BParoB, IIPO0IXKaJl BEIIEBLIBATh CJI0Ba. — S
uMmneparopa... Kxa... Cemu mopeu... Kxa-kxa... U equH... HOU CyIlu.

FpHMaca CTpadaHusd NCKa3HuJia JIUIIO IMOBEP2KEHHOI'0 IIPaBUTEJIA, HO OT'OHBb BEI30Ba HE yracajl B
HaIIOJIHEHHEIX COZXKaJlIeHueM, I'jia3axX.

— Bcé xonueHno. — I[Iporpemen cenbTrap. — Y Teb6s O BEIOODP, U THL CaM HECEIh OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a
TIOCJIE[ICTBUSI CBOETO PEIIeHMs.

Ts:kenoe mbIxaHUe M 3aTMeBamolas Co3HaHue 00J1b, IIpeBpaTuiia yasl0Ky 39pa B OKPOBABIIEHHBIN
ockan meMmoHa. OH 3Has, 4To ceivac OyneT. OH IpeaBUAEN U 3TOT UCXO].

OmycTuB B3I HA TOpUalllee U3 IIjleya KOolbe, UCToYalolee Oerblit 0071€3HEHHEIH CBET, 33D
Wnbkadp omyTtun crpax. Kucts, cxumaromas Mmed Cepaduma, IpeaTeIbCKy 3aTPSACIach ¥ MyXKUKUHA
IIBITAsICh IPOTHAThH OTYAsHUE, MIBITAJICS IPUAYMaTh XOTh YTO0-TO. [lake HUYTOXKHEIM IIIaHC Ha
criaceHue, cTan Obl COJIOMUHKOM B 0€CIIPOCBETHOM OymylieM, YTO XIAaJlo ero, KOToa OH YMPET.

Emé uyTh-4yTh, ¥ KaJjikasd IJIOTh OTIYCTUT TSIKEIYI0 PYKOSTh, II0JI0KUB KOHeIl BceMy. Bc€, uero o
IoOMICS ¥ K YeMy Tak LOJITO ILIEJ, Telleph He UMeJI0 CMEICTIA.

— 4! UmnepaTtop Témuoro mupa! — CII0BHO 3arHAHHBIM ¥ PaHEHHHIN 3BePh, TOT 3aphiyall 1 U3
TIOCJIEHUX CHUJI, OTKPBIT KapMaH MEXIYMUPES. XpaHUIUIIE, B U3BECTHOM JIHIIIh €My OOHOMY MECTE,
KyZa HEeT [IOPOTY HU CMEPTHHIM, HU OeccMepTHBIM. [TasbIlbl COCKOIB3HYIM C IIOKPHITOM KPOBBIO
pyKosTH, BhIycKas Med CepaduMa u TOT, OYATO IOTIoIaeMblii 6e3nHOM, Ucue3 3a rpaHbio TEMHOM
PEabHOCTH.

— Hert! Tut! Y6mionok! — CenbTaphl CIUIIKOM ITO3[MHO MOHSIJIM, YTO IPOUCXOOUT U KOTHa UX pUrypst
KMHYJIUCh K Y4ePBOTOUMHE, Ta yKe UcYe3a.



['Is0s1 Ha MX BaJISIOIIMXCS B €70 HOTAX, CTpaxkei, 39P BHe3aIlHO 3aX0X0TaJl, KaK CyMaCUIeIIni.
Iaxke IPUKOBAHHHIM KOMTBEM K CTEHE, 3aXJIeOLIBAIOIIUICS KPOBbIO U HAXOOUBIIIMICS B IIare OT
CMEepPTH, OH BHITJISIIEN H0o0eIuTeIIeM.

I TUHHEIE PYKH BpaAros, BCE eIne TAHYIIUCH K MECTY, I'l€ 3aKPHIJICA Me}KMHPOBOﬁ KapMadH A 3TO
3penuIne noCTaBIIAIO EMY HEMMOBEPHOE YIOBOJIECTBHE.

— Kxa-kxa... Ugure... K uépry... Ax-xa-Kxa-xa-Kxa-xa!

Ero teno Pa3pymaioCs, Me4 0oJiee He MOT IIOMOYb CBOEMY BJIaO€eJIbIy. Pacxomunuce TenecHbie IMIBH
AJaBHO 3aTAHYBIINXCS PaH, MCYE3aJId BEIPOCINE 3aHOBO, KOIr'Ja-TO YTPaY€HHEIE OPraHbl, HO OH
CMesJICA B IIOCJIeJHEM IIOPEIBE.

Ho ero teus He OblIa CKOBaHHA.

3aBU3KaIu HAJTOKHUIIE, pabhl, CIIyTH ¥ IPUABOPHEIE mpuxiedaTeny. bojee TPEX COTEH YEJIOBEK,
HaOTIoaBIINe 38 UCTOPUYECKUM COOBITHEM U HE CMEBIIIHE IIIeBEeJIUTHCS, CIOBHO JIUIIUIUCH BOJIA U
ctanu yberaTh Kak MOXKHO JaJibllle OT MECTa CMEPTHU JIETeHAAaPHOTO BOUHA.

I[Tocrne, CyXu O CpaXkKeHUHU B UMIIEPATOPCKUX BaHHAX PACIION3ajIKCh, IO BCEM MaTepuKaM, o0pacTas
HOBEIMH IIOIPOOHOCTSIMH ¥ IIproGpeTast HeBUOAHHAINA Pa3Max.

[Tocne cMepTH KPOBABOTO THPaHa Hadajach JoJrast «OarocTHas» BOMHA, YHECHIAs ropa3muo 6osbIie
JKW3HEH, 4YeM KpaCHOTIas3ki ayinery0. BoiiHa 3a mepemen BIacTu MeXay BacCalaMU-KOPOJISIMH,
rpadamu, repioraMu ¥ MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIMU OacTapiaMy HMIIepaTopa.

Taxk mpoIiy BpeMeHa 3aCTosl ¥ CMEPTh KMIIepaTopa, CTajla OTIIPABHOM TOYKOM [JIg 3II0XH, YTO
IIpO3Bau IPOu xaoca.
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