- Hapetoch, MHe He HY>KHO HallOMUHATh Te0e, Kak ce0st BecTu? - cupocus CHEHII, ero rojaoc 3By4ail
KaK XOJIOOHBIM BeTep, IPOHUIBIBAKOLINY [0 KOCTeH. - HeT, ¢3p, - KOpoTKo 0TBeTUN MepnuH. OH
CTapaJiCsi TOBOPUTh KaK MOXKHO MEHbIIIE, ITI0Ka OHU IIUIX K [ pUHTOTTCY. BHYTpH HETro Bce ellle
Oy1eBanio HeroJoBaHKe, HO OH IIOHUMaAJI, YTO ceiyac He BpeMsl UCIBIThIBATh Cyab0y. OH He Ol
3[ech T7IaBHBIM, KakK OBl OH HU XOTeJ fyMaTh uHade. CHeHI - 3To He ApTyp. C KopojieM y Hux ObLI0
HeTJIaCHOe CoTJlallleHue: IIyTKYU ¥ IOOKOJIKY Obliv HopMo#. OHU 3Ha/IM TPaHUIE APYT ApyTa, U 3a
TOMIBl UX OPYKOBI CapKa3M M APa3HUIKK CTalM He MMPOCTO MPUBLIYKOM, a IPosiBIeHueM 0nu3octu. Ho
BCe HAYMHAJIOCh He TaK. MepJiuH MOMHHUJI, KaK B IIePBhIE THU €r0 TO U [ej0 Opocaiy B KOJIOOKH.
OpHaKO CO BpeMEeHEM TaKHe MHIIMIEHTH CTallu pexke. Bo3aMoxkHO, CHEUII TOXKE OKaXKeTCS He TAaKUM
yXK IIJIOXUM, XOTsI Mep/uH He X0TeJl y3HaBaTh, KaKUM OyJeT ero SKBUBaJIEHT KoJIofloK. CKOpee BCero,
4yTO0-TO moxyKe. OHU CBEPHY/U 3a YTroJl, U nepen MepnuHoM npenctain ['puHrorrc. OrpoMHble OYKBHI,
BLICEUEHHEIE B KAMHE, TOPI0 BO3BHIIIAIMCEH Hafl BXOIOM. 30aHue BHITJISNEI0 CTPAHHO UCKPUBIIEHHEIM,
OymTO ero CTPOUII KTO-TO, KTO HUKOT{Ia He CJIBIIIAJ O MPSIMBIX JIMHUSAX. HaKIOHSIOMUiCS MpaMop
BHI3BIBAJI TPEBOTY, HO CUJIbHAS Marus, OKyThIBalOlllas 3fjaHue, yCIoOKauBaa: OHO He pyxHeT. [IBepu
pacmnaxHyIuCh epell HUMU, U MepyuH 3aMeTUsl TabIu4yKy Ha cTeHe: *Bxonu, CTpaHHUK, HO
6eperuch, 60 KaiHOCTD - TPeX, YTO BefeT B myunHy. KTo GepeT, He 3acnyxkuB, TOT 3amiaTuT
CIIOJTHA B CBOM 4Yac. U ecnu mop motaMu uielrs Tl COKPOBUINA, YTO He TBOU, Bop, Tebs
npenynpenunu: 6eperuck. Thl Haliellb HE TOMBKO 30710T0.* MHTepecHo. Haanucek, KOHEYHO,
OTIIYTHET MeJIKUX BOPHUIIEK, HO YTO KAaCaeTCs OXPaHbl XpaHUIUIL, Mep/IuH IpencTaBsii cebe meni
apceHas CMEPTOHOCHEBIX CyllecTB. C MHOTHMM M3 HUX OH yKe CTaJKuBajcsd. OH OKUHYJI B3TTIIO0M
6aHK: pockoiHble 0uckl, 60raTo yKpalleHHble CTOJIb, 0Yepenb KIUeHTOB. U TyT OH 3aMeTun
CIyXKaIlux. Mep/ivH MOPTHYJ, IBITasCh 0CO3HATh YBUAEHHOE, U MOBEPHYJICS K CHeliny. - [00nuHE? ¥
Bac ro6JIMHE YIPaBIsaioT GpruHaHCOBOM cucTeMon? ['yba CHelina KpuBO MOgHSANIACE. - CyIecTBa,
KOTOPEBIE YMEIOT KOMHUTH 30JI0TO, OOBIYHO JIYYIIle BCeX YMEIOT ero 3allluiaTh, - OTBETUI OH, eT0 I'0JI0C
3By4aJl KakK JIeAsTHOM 11enoT. - OHM Xe U YeKaHST MOHeThl. Mep/IuH HogHsI 6poBb. EQUHCTBEHHEBIN
pas OH CTaJIKuBaJCcs ¢ Tob6mrHaMu, Koraa ['atoc OB 0lepKUM OJHUM U3 HUX. TOTHa TOT YCTPOUII
XaoC B 3aMKe, YKpaJl 30JI0Tble MOHETHI U... 00671M3a ux. [JOBepUTh UM CBOU [AEHLI'M OBLIO HETIPOCTO.
OH B3TJIIHYJ Ha 0OHOTO U3 To6muHOoB. OHUM OTIMYaINCh OT TE€X, KOr0 OH BUAEJ PaHbIIe: MeHbIIIe
OUKOCTH, O0JIbIIE MEeIOBUTOCTU. BO3MOXKHO, OH BCTpedasl KaKou-To 0CoObIM moaBun. CHEeNI 3aKaTul
r7a3a ¥ CXBATWI MepiuHa 3a pyOallKy, IIOYTH BOJIOYa ero K CTOMKe perucTpaiuu. Y mpodeccopa
SIBHO He OBIIIO TeprieHus. MepnuH 6POCUIl eMy pa3mpakeHHBIN B3TJISAM, IOMPaBIsis BOPOTHUK. OHU
TIOJIOIIJIK K CTOMKeE, THOe UX BCTPETHUJII TOOIMH C OCTPOKOHEYHBIMHU yIIaMU U AJIMHHBIMHU, KOCTJISIBHIMU
nasnbliamMu. Korga oH yiaeiOHYJICS, MepniuH yBUAET OCTPhie, KaK UTih, 3y0sl. OT CcyllecTBa UCXOOUIa
MOIITHAsI MaruyecKasi aypa, HalloMUHaloIlass 0 BpeMeHaX, faBHO MUHYBIIUX. MepiIuH BHIITPSIMUIICS. -
MucTep IBaHC XKeJlaeT CHITh CBOIO KBOTY CO CUeTa BONIIEOHUKOB-CUPOT, - Tpou3Hec CHel, ero
roJioc OB XOJIOTHO BeXKJIUB. MepyuH cabo yaeOHYICS, KOTa rob6IuH MoCcMOTpes Ha Hero. Ero
YepHHIE T'71a3a 3afiepKanuch Ha MepnuHe, ¥ B HUX MEJIbKHYJIO JII0OOIBITCTBO. - Y BaC €CThb €ro
BH3UTKA? - HAKOHEI] CIIPOCU TOOKH, ToBOpaYKBasick K CHelny. Ero roynoc 6bl1 XpUILIIOBATHIM, HO
BBILIIE, YeM Oxupaan MepiuH. - KoneuHo, - CHeln mocTan u3 KapMaHa 6J1eCTSIyI0 cepeOpsiHyIo
KapTOYKY C U3SIIHEIMU CUHUMU OYKBaMU U TIOJIOKUII €€ Ha CTOJI. - A TakxXe mpockba OT AUpeKTopa
HOam6ngopa. ['oOnuH KUBHYJI, B3SB KapTy U KOHBEPT. - Ecnu BB mocenyeTte 3a KprokoxBaToM,
npodeccop CHelin, OH OTBeHeT Bac B XxpaHumnuile 713. { 3aiiMyCch MOJIOOEIM MHUCTEPOM OBaHCOM.
CHeiinn Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, U MepyuH mofyMar, He OO JI 9TO YeM-TO HeOOBIYHBIM. 3aTeM
npodeccop KUBHYJ U IIOBEPHYJICA K HeMy. - He yxonu. 2Ky MeHs 3mech, B Xoiiie. - Pa3Be 310
HOPMAJIbHO - OCTAB/ISAThL AeTel HaeguHe ¢ robnuHaMu? CHeUn BHIIsAOeN nouTy 3ab6aBHO. Bo3M0OXKHO,
3TO0 OBIJIO M3-3a 00€CIIOKOEHHOT'0 BHIpaXKeHus tuila MepinuHa. - Ecu TH 0XKUOaelrb YBUIETh
0e3myMHBIX ¥ KECTOKHUX CYIIEeCTB, TO OyHelh pa3odyapoBaH. ITU TOONMUHEL He TOX0XKHY Ha TeX, YTO
Obt B Mopuu. Mepius MoprHya. OH He TOHSJ, 0 YeM peuyb. CHEMUII, eCIi ¥ 3aMeTHU ero
HeJJoyMeHue, He cTall 00BSICHATh. - Ecnu g 3acTany Tebs 6popsumM mo Kocomy [Iepeynky B
OOMHOYKY, [0 Hauaja ceMecTpa TH Oymellb UMEeTh AUCIUIIINHAPHOE HaKa3aHue. JTO SICHO? - 4 U He
cobuparcs! - AcHO? - ero royioc yIasi [0 0OIacHOTO Ienota. MepnauH B3moXHY. - [Ia, cap. CHeun



KUBHYJI U yIlIe]I, 0OCTaBUB MepiuHa OJHOT0 B XOJIe. - MucTep 9BaHC, - 103Bas ro6nuH. MepinuH
noBepHyIics. - Cioma, 6ynbTe moOpsl. OH ImociaenoBai 3a ro0IMHOM 110 KOPUOOPY, 3aMedas, Kak
OpyTHe CyXKallye ¢ JTI000MBITCTBOM MOTISALIBAIOT Ha Hero. EMy crano HenoBko. [ToyeMy OHU Tak
CTPAHHO CMOTPAT? MoXKeT, OHM YYBCTBYIOT, YTO OH He TaKOM, KaK OCTaJibHble BomneOHUKU? Korga
OHM BOIIUTM B KOMHATY C BLICOKMMH CBOfaMH, TOOIMH ITOBEPHYJICS U CJIeTKa IMOKJIOHUIICS. - 4 -
IUPKHOT, - IpefCTaBUICA OH. B ero riasax CHOBa MeJIbKHYII JTIOOONBITHEIN OecK. - [IKarioyT
CHUMaAET C TeOsI ToHoBoe MKOIbHOE 1T0Cco0ue, TOKa MBI TOBOPUM. - XOPOIIIO... - CKa3all MepiuH,
YYBCTBYSI, KaK HEPBO3HOCTh HapacTaeT.OH He OBIJT yBEPEH, UTO €My HPAaBUTCSI HAXOOUTHCS OTHOMY B
KOMHATe C 9THM CYIIeCTBOM — BOCIIOMHHAHUS O €T0 IpedbIAyIIel BCTpede C STUM BUAOM IIOCTOSTHHO
BCILIBIBA/IM Ha IOBEPXHOCTh. OH HAMOJIOBUHY 0KHKfas, 4YTO [JUPKHOT pa3pa3uTcs X0X0ToM. KoHeuHo,
pa3Hble TTOBUILI U BCE TaKOe, HO IIepBhHIe BIleYaTIeHUSI YMUPAIOT TSIXKemno. « Tkl
GbanpIIMBOMOHETYMK». MepiuH OblT HaCTOJIBKO YAUBIIEH, YTO CHeIall IBOMHOM Ay0ib. «A-4T0?
Vi3BuHu». OH MOT BUAETDH KaXKObIM M3 9TUX OCTPHIX 3y0O0B B yiabIOKe [UPKHOTA.
«QanpIIMBOMOHETUHNK», — IIOBTOPUII OH. «ThHI MO eNbIBaelnb apTedakT B HAIllMX XpPaHUJIXIIAX, a
3HAYUT, SIBJISENILCS eT0 3aKOHHBIM BafesIblleM». MepliuH YCTaBUICS Ha Hero. «Thl, JOJIKHO OBITS,
ournbaenrbcs». «HeT HUKaKOM OmUOKKU». [JUPKHOT IOOOLIEN K OQHOMY M3 XPaHWINII U ITPOBET
TIa/IbIIEM 110 OOHOM M3 HECKOJIbKUX COTEH KaHaBOK. «MHI, TOOJIMHEI, He TIOIUYUHSIEMCS TEM XKe
3aKOHaM BIIafIEeHUsI, YTO U BONIIEOHUKH. TOT, KTO CO3HAll IPEAMET, SIBISETCS €ero 3aKOHHBIM
BIAfenbleM». «3J...» [ITUPKHOT, Ka3aJloCh, IIOHSJ, YTO Mep/IuH ero He moHUMaeT. «['00/IuH-Ky3Hell
IenaeT BeJUKOJIEITHEIM Med U ITpofaeT ero BoninebHuKy. Korma BosnieOHUK YMUpAET, OH JOJIXKEeH
OBITH BO3BpAllleH Ky3Helly, CO3[aTesio, a He moToMKaM». OH cuenasn HeOOoblIyio ay3y, © MepiauH
KVBHYJ B 3HaK TOTO, YTO IIOHAJ — XOTS OH IIOHATHUS He UMeJl, KyAa BefieT 3TOT pa3roBop. «Co3maTensb
TOJIPKO OflaJIXKMBAET CBOU PabOTH. MHOTHe BONIIEOHUKY KpagyT ¥ HAc, IOTOMY YTO HE MTOHUMAIOT
atoro». «Xopoiuro». «Korma Co3maTens yMupaeT, padoTa IepexXoguT K ero JeTsaM Uiu
IIpeACTaBUTENAM ero pofga. OHU ABIAIOTCS 3aKOHHBIMU BilafenbliaMu». «BepHo». Mepnux
Haxmypuics. «Ho s...» T'o01uH oKavaJs rojioBoi, IpepBaB ero. «B HalllUX XpaHUIHUINAX €CTh MHOTO
HeBOCTpeOOBaHHKIX TpeaMeToB. VX co3pmaTeny mponany 6e3 BeCTH, ¥ MBI AEPKUM UX [I0 TEX T10D,
II0Ka UX He HalayT. Marus ro6JIMHOB OTJIMYaEeTCS OT Maruy BONIeOHUKOB —». Pa3Be g He 3HAI0? «U
MBI MOKEM ITI0YYBCTBOBaTh CO3[aTesId IpeaMeTa, KOTrfia OH MPOXOAUT Yepe3 Hallll OBePHU. Thl —
mopesKa OfHOT0 U3 HalllUX MpeaMeToB». Ero mmeun paccmabumuch. «Mnu MoM poICTBEHHUK OB
uM». [JUpKHOT KUBHYI. «IloXKamyicTa, uou croga». Termeps OH XOPOLIO IIPEeACTaBIsasI, 4YTO 3TO TaKOe.
OH coBceM 3a0b11 00 3TOM, BOCIIOMUHaHUE OBIJIO IPKUM OTPE3KOM B YePHOM U 3alyTaHHOM MyCTOTeE.
OH mopo1es K HeEMY, BCEIeJI0 TIOX0K1M Ha B3BOJTHOBAHHOTO pe0eHKa, KOTOPHIY X04YeT IPOBEPHUTD,
paboTaeT nu elle ero Uurpyika. «ECTs M y Te0s1 B XpaHUIUIIE HYIIUOUKATOPE 3a4apOBaHUM ?»
['o6muH MOpPrHYI. «ECTh», — CKa3aj OH CBOMM XPUILIEIM, CKPUITYYHUM T'OJIOCOM. MepIuH KUBHYIT U
BCTaJ y Bxofa. Temepb OH 4yBCTBOBaN Maruio. OH MOBEPHYJICS, YTOOB TIOCMOTPETh Ha [IMPKHOTA,
MOJI4a IIPOCS pa3pelleHus BOUTH, U TOOJIMH CHOBa KMBHYN. OH chenas rioy0oKHuM BOOX ¥ IIarHyI
BHYTPb. [I0/IKM C IpeMeTaMy BEICTPOUINCEH B KOMHATe, KoTopas Obla IT0 MeHbIIEN Mepe Takol ke
Oonbiio, Kak Kadetepuii B Byne. KyOku, Meun, KapTUHBI ¥ YKpaIlleHUSI CBEpPKalu B Iy4ax CBETa,
afariiux OT ABepu. Ho CTOMIO eMy IIarHyTh BHYTPb, KaK OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO I'PAHULIBI
3aYapoBaHUs OTCTYIAIOT, ¥ YCIIBIIIAI HeOOIBIIION TPECK, KOTHA YTO-TO CTOJIKHYJIOCH C er0 O0THHKOM.
HesepositHO. OH HakJIOHUICS. TaM, TOTOBOE K ITOOHSATHIO, JIEXKaJIo ero Kojblo. OHO HUYYTh He
M3MEHHUJIOCH 3a THICAYY JIET ¥ TOYHO 3Haslo, KTO OH TaKou. YepHas 1mojioca, Ka3auoch, CBepKasa B
CyMepKaX TeMHO-CUHUM, a KPbUIbd MepiuHa CUusaau Ta3ypHBIM cBeTOM. OH IIOAHSII €ro U
BBINIPSIMUJICS, YOUBIEHHO TIsiAd Ha Hero. OH gyMmal, 9YTo HUKOTTa 0oJblile He YBUOUT €ro, 4YTO OH
3aTepsiyicd B Kamenote uim, BO3MOXKHO, 3a BATPUHOM B My3ee. M OH MOT CKa3aTh, IPOCTO JepxKa ero
B PYKax, YTO BCe ero Yaphl ObUIM TAaKUMU 3Ke MOIUIHBIMU, KaK B TOT [I€Hb, KOTa OH UX HAJIOKHUJI. ITO
OBLIO MOKA3aTeIbCTBOM TOTO, KeM OH Obls1. OH cXkKaJl KyJlakK BOKPYT HEr0 U BHIIIEN U3 XPaHUIIUIIA,
IIOKJIOHUBIINCH B 3HaK OrarogapHocTy JUpKHOTY. «Criacubo», — cKa3as oH ro6nuny. «He cTouT
6rmarogapHOCTH, (anbIIMBOMOHETYUK. OTO TBOEY.
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