MepnuH CTOSITT Ha TIagKo¥ IOBEPXHOCTY 3eMJIHU Y Kpas oOphiBa. EQMHCTBEHHBIM I0KAa3aTeIhCTBOM
TOTO, YTO OH He CTaTys, OBIIIO TO, YTO BETEP TPEIlas ero BOJIOCH, 3aCTaBIISAS UX BUThCS U
OTKUIBIBATHCS OT JKla. Ero MaHTHs OblIa IIJIOTHOM U CHOelaHa U3 TeMHO-CUHEr0 MaTepuasa, a LUsma
BOJIIIEOHUKA - OCTPOKOHEYHOM M BHICOKOH.

«Thl yBepeH, MepiauH?» CIpoCcuia 4yTh Ooee MoJIogasi BegbMa C KPOBABO-KPACHEIME BOJIOCAMH,
HEePeIIuTeIbHO HaKJIOHUBINUCH B CTOPOHY U TJISMIS Ha IIOKHUIIOT0 MyKUHMHY.

OH HeCKOJIbKO pa3 MOPTHYJI, ¥ €ro Ijla3a BePHYIUCh K CBOeMYy 0OBIYHOMY CBETIIO-TOJTyO0OMY IBETY, a
He CTaJld YePHBIMU, KaK HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3af. OH 1mo4ecast CBOIO IINHHYIO 6emyio 60poay u
YCMEeXHYJICS, TS Ha [eBYIIKY.

«J1eMCTBUTENBHO, ST HUKOTTIa B 2KU3HU He ObIJI TaK yBepeH B 4ueM-ubo, ['ekaTa», - MATKO OTBETHUJI OH.

«Ho 3pecs?» OHa nOBTOPHUIIa BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIY 3ajaBajla eMy BO BpeMs KaXKoro UX BU3UTa B 3TO
MECTO. «37ech HUUero HeT».

«IToka HeT», - cornacuics oH. «Ho omHaXXOLl Ha 9TOM MeCTe MOSBUTCS BIIeUATI/ISIOIIee U MOIIHOE
37MaHue».

«3JTO IOBOJILHO OTIACHOE pellleHue, He TakK NTu? Bl caMu yTBepKOaeTe, 4To Oyayllee oueHb
HecTaOunbHO. Kak BbI MOXKeTe OBITh YBEPEHBI, YTO HUUETro He U3MEHUTCS ?»

«f He Mory», - B300xHYJI MepnuH. «OOHAKO g OOJIKEH PUCKHYTh. Marus, KOTOpy1o g IIOMeIy CI0fa,
MOXKeT 00ecreuuTh 6€30MaCHOCTh BomIe6HOro Mupa».

«Hnm ero YHUYTOXKEHNE», - HAXMYPUBIIKCH, OTBETHUIIA PhIZKaAsA I'OJI0OBa.

On KWBHYIJI, IIOTPY3UBIINCE B PDA3QYMbAI. «Takas BEPOSsATHOCTE BEJIMKa, HO A JOJIZKEH ITOCTYIIUTD Tak,
KaK CUUTAI0 HY2KHBIM».

«3T0 MOXKeT yOouTh Tebsi», - cmabo Bo3pa3una ['ekarTa.

«0, 51 COBepIIEHHO YBepeH, UTo Tak u OymeT, moporas ['ekaTa. 51 He 60I0Ch CMEPTH; Ha CaMOM [ieJie 5
BUXKY B Hell Cilefylollee Belnyaullee NPUKIIOUYEHUEe».

«Kak 1 MHOTHe OpyTHe, HO 3TO He 3HAUMT, YTO TBOHU [IEMCTBUS He TIyIb!» 3asBUJIA OHA,
PaCCTPOHUBIIUCE.

«4 roToB, I'ekata», - CHOKOMHO OTBETUI MepiuH.
«Ho s He ToTOB>.

«He 6ecmokoics, Most goporasi neBO4YKa, g BCeTrda OCTaHYyCh 3ECE. [TocTaBb Ha 9TOM MECTe OPHUEHTHUP
1 CheJlaf TakK, YTOOR OH HUKOTA He UCUYe3as», - IIPpUKAa3aJl OH.

«THI MOZKEIIb CieIaTh 3TO caM, MepIuH».

«Y MeHsI He XBaTHUT CHUJI, KaK TH IIPEKPACHO 3Haellb», - TpoOopMoTas oH. «f 6ymay cimab u cKopo
yMpy».

«He cpasy».

«CKOpO», - IOBTOPUJI OH. «Moe BpeMs IIPHUIIIIO».



Ona B3[0OXHYIJIQ, YCTAJIO IIOKa4YaB ronoBou. «O4eHb XOopomio», - CKa3adJla OHad, BSMadXHYB MaJI0YKOM.

MepnuH 1o6pOAYIIHO YALIOHYJICS ¥ IPUKal KOHYMK CBOEH IaJloYKy K TPYAH, U3[aB 3BYK, TOX0KUU
Ha ryneHue. ['ekaTa NopHsAIa NANOYKY U, 3aKPHIB I'71a3a, Hadasa IPOU3HOCUTH CII0Ba, KOTOPHIE
MepnuH 00513aTeIbHO 3aCTaBUJI €€ BEIYYUTh HAU3YCTh.

«Pa3pmenuTe, mpecnenynTe ¥ OTTOHUTE Maruio. BHyTpu BojeOCTBa, B €r0 CepPOIe».

OHa UIMPOKO PaCKPHITHIMY T7la3aMu HabITiofana, Kak MOTYIIECTBEeHHEIN BOIIIEOHUK B3TPOTHYI, B30
BCEX CHUJ YOEPKUBasCh HAa HOTAX ¥ MPUXKUMas MMaJouyKy K cepaiy. ['eKaTa mpomonKaia OBUKEeHUS
TIAJIOYKOM, ITepeBOofs B3TJISA C ce6s Ha BRHICOKOTO M BHYIIUTENIBHOT'O BOIIIEOHWKA, CTOSIIEro Iepes
Heli. MenyieHHO U3 BoJIe0HNKa CTaI0 BEIXOOUThL YTO-TO BPOJe CTPYHUKHU 30JI0TOT0, KPACHOTO U
cepebpsHoTro mbiMa. OHa ITOCTENEHHO CTaHOBUJIACh BCe OOJIbIlle, BHITECHSSICh U3 CaMOM YIIX U Tela
MepnuHa, I0OKa BegbMa He OCTAaHOBHJIACH.

['ekaTa ImpoBejia PyKo# 10 JBIMY, IIPeBpalliasi ero B KPaCHBhIM CBETSIIUICS IIap U3 TYCTOTO [bIMa.
OCTOpPOKHO, 4TOORI HE TOTPEBOKUTH CO3AHHKIM €10 IIap, OHA IMOAHSJIA B BO3AYX O0/IBIION KAMEeHb U
OCTAHOBWIIA €T0, eiBa He KOCHYBIIIKCEH IIapa CBeTa. Mep/iuH BHUMATEIbHO HabII0oas 3a Hell:
HECMOTPS Ha JOJITHe ¥ MIPOHOJIXKUTEIbHEIE TPEHUPOBKY, HUYTO HEe MOTJIO TIOATOTOBUTH X K TOMY, YTO
TIPUAETCS YOAJUTh YaCTh MarudecKoro sigpa U3 cBoeit gymu. Chenas rioy0okuil Boox, 'ekata
Me[IJIeHHO ITOJIHSJIa KaMeHb BhIIIIe, TOKa OH He KOCHYJICS 00JblIoit ceprl. U TyT XKe OH IepecTan
ObITH el mopiBacTeH. OHa U30 BCeX CUJI IIBITaNach yaepKaTh MaJo4yKy, CTapasch CAepKaTh Maruio B
MaJIeHbKOM KaMHe.

[Tapa BommIeOHBIX CYIIECTB 3a¥apoBaHHO Habiogasna 3a TeM, KakK KaMeHb 37100HO KPYKUTCS B
BO3[yXe, MOTJIoNast IIPEeAI0KEHHYI0 €My Maruio.

«MB&I fany CIUIIKOM MHOTO!» 06paTI/IHaCb I'ekaTa K CBOEMY HAaCTaBHHUKY, KOT'Ta BETED 3alllyMeEJI B €€
yIiIaX X1 3aCTaBUJI €TI0 BOJIOCHI Pa3BE€BATHCA BO BCE€ CTOPOHHEI.

OH mokayas rojoBoi. «Het, Mbl gamu goctaTouHo!» OH 3aKpuYall B OTBET, €ro I'jia3a CBePKad OT
YBUIEHHOTO.

BHe3amHo pas3maics TPOMKUE TPeCK, KOTOPBIM, Ka3a/loCh, HCXOMUI OTOBCIONY U HUOTKYA U 3XOM
pasHeccs 0 Bcel 0OKpyre. KaMeHb UCIIYCTHIT B3PHIB OCIEIIUTENILHO IPKOT0 CBETA, U €T0 BpallleHue
MeIJIeHHO 0CTaHOBUIIOCh. Korma ['ekaTa CHOBa OTKpPAIIA I'JIa3a, OHA 3aMEeTHIa, YTO IIa3a MepiuHa
CHOBA CTa/I TEMHO-YE€PHBIMH, a CaM OH 0e3MSITeXKHO yIeI0aeTcs.

OH mOAHSI KaMeHb U C ITOMOIIIBI0 CBOEH TaJlouKy C CUJION oAOPOCHT ero B Bo3ayX. ['ekarta morepsia
ero u3 BUY, II0OKa OH He CKPHIJICS B 06J1aKax, a 3aTeM HaydaJjl CITyCKaThCS 00paTHO U Bpe3ascs B
3eMJII0, Ha 9TOT Pa3 UCYE3HYB B Hel. Mep/uH AepKaJjl CBOIO MaI0UKy HallpaBIeHHOW Ha OTBEPCTHE,
HaKJIa[bIBast 3alllMTHHIE 3aK/IMHAHUS BOKPYT CaMOM CYIIHOCTH CHIIbI, 3aphIBasi ee TTy00KO B 3€MITIO.

«Jlnst Tebs1, FepMuona I'peliHAKep...» B3MOXHYJ OH C SBHBIM YIOBJIETBOPEHUEM.

«3TO TO MeCTO, TIe OH X0UeT 3TO CHelaTh?» MOMHTepecoBanach Xenbra Xapdbnnadd (mpomy uurtath
[Tybdennyit), pa3rnsagbiBasi HEIPUMETHBIM y4aCTOK 3€MJIH.

«OH npaB, XeJbra, I0Xoxe, B 3TOM MeCTe CHUJIbHAs Marudeckas aypa», - mpodopmoran Canasap
CnusepuH, IS0 Ha TPSI3HOE MECTO, TIe He yCIiela BEPaCTH TpaBa.



«3HAYUT, B €e YYBCTByeTe?» yTouHuIa PoBeHa PeliBeHKI0, He 06JlaiaBIIasi TakKoW CII0COOHOCTHIO.

BrICOKME TEMHOBOJIOCHY MyXKUKMHA KUBHYIL. «I10X0Ke, KTO-TO IOMECTHJI CI0fja YaCTh CBOET0
Maru4eckoro sapa. OHO HeBEPOSITHO CUJIBHOE», - COOOIIUII OH IByM BefbMaM.

O6e KEeHITUHEI C JII0OO0MBITCTBOM CMOTPEIIH Ha 3€MJT0, IT0KA K HUM He ITOMOIIe) IXPOKOIIeUri
MyX4HUHa.

«MBI COTJIACHBI C TEM, YTO UMEHHO 3[IeCh MHI 3TO CHENTaeM?» CIIPOCHII OH, OTJISIBIBAasi CBOMX OIU3KUX
Opy3ei.

OOMeHSBIINCh KOPOTKUMU B3TJIsIfaMy, OCTalbHbIE TPOe KUBHYNU. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTla
Toppuk 'puddrHIOp JOCTaI CBOIO MajI0UKy U HallpaBuil ee B 1oy, Canasap marnyi Buepen. «Mory s
CHayaJjia KOe-4TO YTOYHHUTH?»

TompuK chenan Imar Hasaj ¥ C TETJION YIKIOKOM yKa3asl pyKaMu Ha IOJT B MaHepe «IaBai-maBaii».
'ny6oko meimia HocoM, Cana3ap Crnu3epuH Havaa 4To-To 60pMoTaTh cebe Mofm HOC, U 3eMIIS
3aCBETHUIACH SIPKO-TOYOBIM CBETOM, KaK OYITO YTO-TO IEITANIOCEH IIPOPHITE cebe MyTh HapyXKy.
YeTBEpO MaroB YCTABUIKCh HA SPKUHM KaMeHb, KOTOPHIHA B3JIeTel B BO3AYX ¥ CTAJl IIAPUTh B BO3MyXe
Ha YPOBHE X TJIa3.
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