4 HacTopoxkuics...Bcé Taku, s PeuIuscs CIIyCTUTLCS B 9TOT 3JI0BEIUH mofBa.fl OTKPHII yKe
TIPOTHUBILIKY CTAPHIN HEPEBSHHBIN JTI0K, U3 KOTOPOTO JTOHOCHJICSI 0YeHb, KaK OBl CKa3aTh, HEOOBIYHEBIN
3amax...OH OBITT pe3Kui, C MPOHAOIIEN HOC CIagoCThi0...MsATKO CKa3aTh HEIIPHUSATHOE OIIyIIeHHe
OBIIO [IJIST MOETO "OPIIMHOBHUIOHOTO" HOCA...

4 cmyckascs 1o CTapou JIeCTHUIE, KOTOpas CKpUIlesa C XapakKTePHBIM "BU3roM"...4d CKBO3b 9TOT
IIPOTUBHEHUIIINH 3alax CKal3a:

-KTo-HUOYIb €CTh?-rOBOPUII 5 MEIJIEHHBIM, C XapaKTePHOM IJIsSi MOETO0 Toj0ca I'PyOOoCTEIO. ..

B nomeleHry MTHOBEHHO Ppa3nmanoCe MHOI'OI0JI0Co€e 5X0...A MM03Ke, MOBUCIA MEPTBAIllasa THIINHA,
CKBO3b KOTOPYIO MHE KTO-TO OTBETHII:

-THL.....THl IEPBHIY KTO PELIWICA CIOfa 3alTH...-pa3fascs rpyOblil TOI0C U3 HalbHEro yIriia TEMHOTO
TIOMEIIEeHUS...-5l TaK IIOHUMAIO, THI 3IeCh HE ITPOCTO TaK?-CKa3all, yXKe IOAX0/s MeJIeHHBIMHY IIaraMu
KO MHE CTaphldl, Ha BUJ JIET MIECTUAECATH MyK4YrHA...Ce[lble BOJIOCH, C TPOCTHIO B PYKE, a TAaKXKe
yepe3 TEMHOTY U IIPUOIMAKAIONIIYIOCS KO MHE PYKY C TOPSIIUM (aKesioM, s pasriIsfelt IoTpsicaioume
rojyiy0Oble Ta3a...

-30paBCTBYH...-p0OKO cKa3arl 4,-Tkl, 1 TaK MOHMUMal0, BB TOT CaMblid Bapy, 0 KOTOPOM CTOJILKO
CJIyXOB U NOMBICTIOB OPOAUT?

-THI COBEPILIEHHO TIPaB, S y2Ke CTOJIBKO JIET KUBY 3[E€Ch, B ONMHOYECTBE...A THL...IIEPBHIH, KTO 3a BCE
[BafLlaTh MSTh JIET MOET0 NpeOrIBaHUS 3[IeCh MPHUIIEN CIOAa...-Kalljiss 0T 60e3Hel cKa3al MHe
cTapuk OnBapp...-U BCé ke, B UEM 3aKJII0YaeTCsI TBOM BU3UT KO MHe?THI XKe He IIPOCTO TaK MPHUIIE...

-JItomu TOBOPST, BHI C aJIXMMKEH ¥ KOJIJOBCTBOM CBSI3aHEI, 9TO TAK?-CIIPOCHUI V HETO 5 MIOAXOMAS K
HEMY...

-JIromy meiCTBUTENBHO TaK TOBOPST 000 MHe?ECK 9TO Tak, TO MyCTh TaK U OCTaeTCs...f u306pén
cHapmoObe, KOTOpOE...ITPpeBpalllaeT YeIloBeKa B HEKOe CYLIeCTBO, HO IIPY MaJIoi IMOPIMU OHO CIlacaeT
JKM3HU OT Bcex Ooye3Hel. ..

-Bcex?-mepebui ero s.

-Be3 HCKIII0YeHMI . ..-CKa3aJl OH MHE U IIOMOLIEI K CBOEMY CTOJy, Ha KOTOPOM BCE BPeMsi Halllero
Pa3roBopa, 4TO-TO BAPHMIIOCH ¥ BEIIAPUBAJIOCK...

[BIM CTOSTI CyMacCIlefIlni. . .

-Kax.....kaK BBl TYT ObIuTe? CTOIBKO...CTOIBKO JbIMa C TéM CAMBIM 3aIllaXOM...-y2Ke HauuHas
KaIIUISITh OT HEXBATKU YUCTOTO BO3[yXa FOBOPHUJI €MY S...-MOXKeT...lIoMaAEMTe Ha YIIUIle TOTOBOPUM?

-ITpaBma?A s y:Xe HaCTOJIbKO IIPUBHIK K HEMY, UTO YK€ U He YyBCTBYIO...Hy mo#uém, Tonbko, 6010Ch,
TI0 JIECTHUIIE, I He TIOOHUMYCh-CTaphlil yXKe CTall...

-4l BaM ITOMOTY.-OTBETHII €MY S ¥ MBI BHIIIIJIA Ha YIIUITy, KOHEYHO He 0e3 YCUIIHii...
Y3Ke BHIIMS Ha CBEXKUU BO3OYX, MBI IPOOOJIXKUIIKA PA3roBOP.
-Tak 4TO 3a 3enbe?-CIPOCUn g y daBapaa.

-9xX....II0rofja YygHad.....A, 4TO IIpoCcTU?f He paccrelmarl...



-¢1 TOBOPIO, YTO 3a 3ejIbe TaK0e?-IEPECIPOCHUTT Y HETO 5.
-Hy, Bo-mepBhIX He 3e/be, a CHafoObe...A BO-BTOPHIX, S K€ CKa3aJll, 0T BcexX 00JIe3HEN. .
-4 3TO yKe MOHJ, g IPO IpeBpalleHne JII0gel B HeM3BEeCTHHIX CyIIeCTB...C 4eM 3TO CBI3aHO?

-A ¢ TeM, YTO MHOTHE KOPOJIHU IIOChUTAIOT KO MHE TOHIIOB ¥ IIPOCSIT OTPOMHEIE 0OBEMEI 9TOTO
cHanoObs, KOTMla XKe 5 UM ero Ipofialo, 3a OUeHb O0JIbINNE IeHbI'H, TO KOPOJb, Oyayuu O0JIbHBIM
IIPEBBIIIAET HO3Y CO clToBaMu:-Huuero He CyuyuThCs, ¥ BCE B TAaKOM pofe...A cobiofaTh HyKHO
TOYHO Ty MOPIUIO, KOTOPYIO 5 TOBOPIO ITOCTIAaHHUKY...KOHEUHO, HHOTIa, TOHEIl CaM TOBOPHUT HEBEPHOE
KOJIMYECTBO MOPIINY, CIIeMaIbHO UITH JKe U BIIpaBAy 3a0BIBIINCH 10 JOPOTe, HO He CyTh...BoT Torma
TO U CJIy4aeTcs IIpPeBpallleHHe...-TPUCEBIIN Ha HeOObINON 06JI0MOK pa3BaIMBIIENCS KOTOKOIbHY
pacckas3sBall dOBap.

-3HAKOMO...JTIO[ISIM BCerjia KaxkeTcs, 4To, 4eM 0osblie-TeM ayuire...JJagHo, TeMHEeT BOH...IOUAY 5
HaBEPHO.A K BaM $ elll€ 3aryIsiHy KaK-HUOYMb...-TOBOPUJI 5, IIPOLIABIINCDH YK€ CO CTAPUKOM U
TIOTUXOHBKY U/ B CTOPOHY TOpPOfa.

YKe uepes yac IyTH, Ha yIIulle BCE el OBITI0 CBETIO U S CO CIIOKOMHOMW AYIIOH MOIIEN K cebe B
KoMHaTy.TaM s mpoObLUT BpeMs C II0JI Yaca ¥ PelInyl BCE TaKu 3allTU B TaBePHY Ha IIEPBOM 3TaxkKe...

Iymasi, 00 3TOM cTaprKe I10 IyTU Ha IePBHIM 3TaxX, 5 MPUILIET K BEIBOAY, YTO HUKAKOM OH He KOJIAYH,
a CaMHIU MTPOCTOM aIXMMMK, KOTOPHIYA XOUET ITOMOYb JIIOASM...B03M0XKHO, 3TO OBIIIO TOJILKO IIEPBOE
BIIeYaT/IEHUE...
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