Knap ycmexuynack. OHa OB HUKOTIA He TIoflyMasia, YTO B CAaMbIl ITOCTIETHUN MOMEHT €€ CITaceT 60r
TeMEBI!

30710TOM IpaKOH Hadal clerka apoxarth. CTpax B €ro cephlle HeIIPepsIBHO POC, POC...

9TO maBlieHUE UCXOOUI0 OT 60XKecTBa.

[Touemy OBl 60KECTBY CIIYCTUTHCS CIOfia?

U 310 OBLI CAaMBI# 3710, CaMBIF XXeCcToKu 00r, 60r ToMEL!

EcTecTBeHHO, OH He oyMail, 9TO 6or TeMBI CHH3O011IE]T, YTOOHI ITOOOITATh C MAJIEHBKUM,
HEe3HA4YUTEJIbHBIM KOPOJIEM NPAKOHOB BPOAE HETO.

30J10TOM [PaAKOH Hayvaj ociabeBaTh B KojeHsX. OH XoTel 6exkaTh, HO Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KOPHU BEIPOCIIH
13 ero CTYIIHeH; OH He MOT IIOIIeBeNIUThCS Naxke HEMHOTO.

CunbpHOE aBlleHUE [efaio Bcex ‘-Ipe3BLI‘-IafIHO HGYJIO6HO.

A camas cnabas, JleTo, MocHHeNa IUIIOM U yXKe IoTepsijia CO3HAHMUE.

— Y6epu cBoé maBnenue, MHe HeKOMGOPTHO! — K/Iap #30 BCex CHUII CKa3alia 3TH CJIOBa.

Cepa1ie 30710TOr0 fpaKoHa Hayaso y4alleHHO OuThcs. UTo fgenaeT 9Ta HU3Kasd dyenoBedeckas? Tak
HeBek/IMBO ¢ 6oroM Tembl! BO3MOXKHO, OHa X04eT ynacTh B 0eCKOHe4UHyI0 ThbMy U CTpafiaTh BEYHO.
Kto He 3HaeT cnoco6oB 6ora TbMEI, KTO He 0CBeLOMIIEH? Pa3037IuTh ero 3Hauuso Ovl I0XKaneTsb 0
TOM, 4TO pomuscs. Y3 Bcex 60roB caMbIM yKaCHHIM Obl1 60T THMHL.

Ho B cnepyromuii MOMEHT pa3yM 30JI0TOTO ApaKoHa OYKBaJIbHO B30PBaJcS. B cremymoInyio cekyHmy
MaBIIeHUEe UCYEe3JI0, HO He s Hero. [laBleHre Ha HU3KUX JTiofel Obito cHATO! OKpyXkaromas ThMa
CTaja ropasgo MeHee IIOTHOM. Ho 30/10TOM OpaKoOH BCe elle UCIBITHIBAT YKAaCHOe MaBJIeHue.

[Touemy? YTO IPOUCXOTUT?

[Toyemy 6or TbMEI CHIyIIAET CII0BA HUUTOXKHOTO YeJIoBeKa?

Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO?!

— Te1, 4eTBEepPOHOTAS PENTUNIUS, JEMCTBUTENIPHO NMeJIa UJIII03UI0 YHUYTOXKUTh MO0 XKepTBy. — Kiap
Oblla 3HAKOMA C 9TUM TJTyOOKUM ¥ 3TI00HBIM I'0JIOCOM, KOTOPBIM 3By4asl Me[JIeHHO. [ HeBHBEIA TOH
3aCTaBIIsI CepALEe APOXKaTh.



2KepTBa? 30710TO¥ pakoH C UCIYTOM IIOCMOTpell Ha Kiap. OToT YenoBek Ovln xKepTBor Oora TeMHBI??

Kaxk 310 MOTrI0 OBITE?

Y Bcex, kpome @3 Hcioans u Knudda, nmuiia Toxke CUIbHO U3MeHUIUCD. 2KepTBa? YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?
Kakas xkepTtBa? TOJIBKO YTO, 30JI0TOM OPaKOH X0oTel youth Kiap, Bo3amoxkHo, Kiiap Ovlna xKepTBoi
6ora TembI?! Takoe BO3MOXKHO?

[Tocne Toro Kak 6or TeMbI cHSAN gaBneHue ¢ Kiap u ocranbHbx, [yt BoaubMo ORICTPO MOAOIIET K
CamMep, KOTOpas yKe BBHILIIOHYJIa KPOBb U IIOTEPsiia CO3HAHUE, U IPUCEIT PALOM C HEH,
00eCIoK0eHHO moaaepxkuBas JIeTo, IPUCIOHUB €€ K CBOeH rpynu.

— Bce B mopsimke, oHa CKOpo OYHETCS, — momoien Knudd u ocmoTpen JleTo.

Knap BEIDOXHYA, Cella ¥ HAaKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY, OXKHUAass HHTEPECHOTo 3penulla. B moboM ciydae, oHa
ObLIa B 0€30MaCHOCTH, OYeHbL 0e30IacCHOH.

— TToutenHn#t 60r TbMHI, A... T HE 3HAJI, YTO OHA OblJIa JKEPTBOM MMOYTEHHOT 0. f... I OIpegeieHHO He
XOTeNl YHUYTOXKHUTh KEPTBY MMOUYTEHHOTO, KJITHYCh. — 30JI0TOM [IPAKOH IIOTBITAICS COPOTUBIISATHCS
IaBjIeHu1o, 3ankasich. OH C HeJoBepreM CMOTpPEN Ha pacciabnenHnble nBuxkeHus Kiap, kotopas
OCMeJuIach CUIeTh TaM.

— I'mynast yeTBepoHOTas penTunus, pa3se [Ipakonuit bor He Hayuun Te6s1 MaHepaM? — 3710BEIUN
rojioc Ov11 6eCKOHEeUHO 6eCUyBCTBEHHBIM, 3aCTaBIIsAS CEPJLE 30JI0TOT0 APAaKOHA yYallleHHO GUThCS.

— [TouTeHnHbIH 60T ThbMHI, f... I IENCTBUTEIHHO He 3HaJI, YTO OHa OblJla XKepTBOM IMOoUYTeHHOT0. Eciu
OBl 51 3HaJ, 51 OBl 3TOTO TOYHO He chenain. [loxkanylcTa, IOBEPhTE MHE, TI0XKaTyCTa, IPOCTUTE MOU
TJIyIble JelCTBUS. — 3010TOM APaKOH OCTOPOXKHO CKa3aJs, gpoxa. OH MpeKpacHO IOHKMMAIl XapaKTep
6ora TbMbI. BO3M0OXKHO, OH OTHACT H0MKHOe [IpakoHy Bory u 0CTaBUT ero B XXUBHIX. Ho eciu oH
pa3o3iuT 6ora TbMbI, OH He 00paTUT Ha 9TO BHUMaHUS. Ecnu 60r ThbMbI IeHiCTBUTEIHHO YOBET €ro,
Ipakonu#t bor He OyfmeT cpaXkaThCs [I0 IIOCIIENHEr0 3a KOPOJisd IPaKOHOB, KOTOPHIHM o6umen 6ora
TeMeL B nmyumem cinydae, [Ipakorust bor monsitaeTcss yroguth 60ry TbMbL U HalileT OPYTOro
OpaKoHa, YTOORI CHIeNaTh er0 KOPOJIEM.

— V6upaiics. B cimemyoumit pas, eCnu s yBUKY, UTO Thl UTO-TO [IeJIaelllb C MOEH KepPTBOH, S
3acTaBio Te0s 1MoxKenaTh CMepTH, — 60r ThMBI C paBHOOYIINEM IIPOM3HEC 3T CJIOBA.

Korpa 30710T0# gpakoH ychblinan cjioBa 6ora ThMEI, OH IpUIles B BOCTOPT. Bor ThbMbI eCTBUTENIBHO
otnycTtun ero! OtnuyHo! 3010TOM OPAKOH TYT Xe Havall [IBITaThCS YIIeTETh.

TonbKO KOrfa 30JI0TOM OPAKOH IIHITAJICS B3JIETETh, 37I0BEIIKM, HU3KHU T0JIOC XOJIOAHO YCMEXHYIICS
THX0. 3aTeM 30JI0TOH [IPaKOH ITOYYBCTBOBAI MHTEHCUBHYIO 00JIb B 00/71aCTH CYCTABOB XBOCTa, TaK
0071e3HEHHO, YTO OH e[iBa He IOTepsJI CO3HaHKe. 3aTeM ero TeJlo HaKJIoHuIoCh. Korma 3010Toi



IPaKOH OTJISTHYJICS, OH OB KpaliHe HamyraH. ETo Bech XBOCT, BKJIIO4ast KOpPeHb, ObUT 0Tpe3aH. KpoBb
HEeTPEPBIBHO OpHI3Traia U3 paHH.

— Temneps yOuparics. ITo MOX YPOK [7ig TeOs. B crmemyroiuii pa3 Bce He PeIIUTCS Tak JIeTKo. — bor
TbMBI C IPE3PEHUEM YCMEXHYJICS, TOJIOC OB IIOJTHOCTHIO KPOBOXKATHBIM U BHICOKOMEDPHBIM.

3omnoTou OPaKoOH OBILTT ITOJTHOCTRIO HaIlyraH, HE CMed JaXe IMUCKHYTH, IIOCIEITHO B3MaXHYB KPLIJIBEAMH,
KakK 6y,E[TO €ro 2KM3Hb 3aBHCeEJIa OT 3TOT'0, JazXKe He OCTaHaBJIMBasd KPOBOTEYEHUE.

WTak, 3010TOM ApakKoH cHexkaj B TAKOM KaJIKOM COCTOSTHUM, HE OCMEJTUBASICh aXkKe OTJITHYThCS.
HempusiTHOe 3penuille KPOBU, IPOJIUBAIOIIENCS TOBCIONY, OBUI0 yKacHEIM. OH CTajl IIEPBEIM KOPOJIEM
[IPaKOHOB B UCTOPHUH, ¥ KOTOPOTO He OBIJIO XBOCTA.

YnusutensHO, HO 60T ThMBL He yIIesn cpa3y. BMecTo 9TOro oH u3fas Nyramliui, J)KeCTOKUHN CMeX,
3aTeM HaCMEeIUIMBO CIIpocuil: — Thl Xouels HaiTy 6ora [IyxoB IIpupomsl, 4TOOB CHITE MO0 METKY,
BEpPHO?

— Ia. KTo OBl XOTEN KOaTh CMEPTU? — CMeJio cKa3ana Kiap, Hu4yero He CKpHIBas.

Bce Ov1nu 00ecrnokoeHsl. Knap ocMenunach OBIT TaKOM HEYBAXKUTENIbHOM, Pa3roBapuBas ¢ 60rom
Tombl! XoTst Knap Oblyta ero XKepTBOM, ¥ OH He YObeT e€ mPsIMO celiyac, 9TO He 3HAYHUJI0, UTO OH He
3aCTaBUT €€ CTPafaTh. 30JI0TOM APAKOH TOIBKO YTO GBI IPKUM IIPUMEPOM.

Bompeku oxumanusiMm Bcex, 0or TeMb He chenan Hudero ¢ Knap. BmecTo aToro oH 6e3yMHO
paccMesisics, ero cCMeX 3Bydall COBEPIIEHHO YIOBIETBOPEHHO. — MaJsieHbKoe co3faHue, Tebe OobIie
He HyKHO unTH. Buepa 6or [Jyxos IIprpo/bl IIOCIIOPHU CO MHOM, ITPOUTPa U moobelan MHe Koe-uTo.
Yrto ObI HU CIIyYUIIOCh, OH HE CHUMET MOIO METKY. XaxaXa... — 3JI0BeIlIHii T00C OBII IIOJTHOCTEIO
ymoBneTBopeH. OueBUgHO, 4TO 60T ThMEI CeronHs OBIJI B XOPOIIIEM HaCTPOEHUHN.

Yro? Bor Temel u 60r [IyxoB IIpupombl criopumu???

OHU OCIHIIIAINCE?

Boru 6ynyT criopuTh ApyT ¢ gpyrom? M 6or TbMbl, IpefcTaBsiomuii 310, 1 6or CpaiTos,
TIPENCTABISIONINHE YUCTOTY ¥ 6ECKOPHICTHE, CIIOPHIIH?

MrHOBEHHO BCe ImogyMaiiu, 4TO OCJIBIIIAJIUCE. Ho uto-TO B I"JIY6I/IHe HX cepaen roBOpuiio UM, 4TO 3TO
IIpaBAa. Hert cMmricTa COIIPOTUBJIATLCSA, 3TO IIPaBaa, OEeHCTBUTEIBHO IIpaBAa, IIpaBaa.

— PacTu GvicTpee, Mos IpekpacHas xKepTBa. — bor TeMEI 37100HO paccMesijicsi, 3aTeM IIOCTEEHHO
ucyes.



Opr}Kanma;{ ThbMa Me[JIEHHO rucue3sna 6e3 ciefa.

JIuio Kinsp oMpavyunoch, ¥ OHa 3aMoI4ara.

— Mucc... Uto npoucxogut? — 2KaH MefJIeHHO MIOAOLIENI, CIIpalliBas C HEKOTOPOU HeYBEePEHHOCTEIO.
Bce ocTanbHbIe Tak:xke ObUTH MOJTHEL HepoyMeHnus. OaH McioaHb MOT4a, ero BrIpaxkeHue ObIT0
Ype3BEIYalHO MpPa4yHbIM.

Knap rny6oko B3goxHyIa, 3aTeM BCTasla, IOTsAHYNach U ckasana Llyi Baaemo u XKany: — 4
pacckaxy BaM BCe yepe3 MUHYTY. Bbl JBOe [OJIZKHBI IIOI'PY3UTh CBOU OPYKUS B 3TY KPOBb IpaKOHa.
He TpaThTe HHUYero BIycTyi. Bce, 4To MoxkHO coOpaTh, cienyeT coOpaTh B OyTeIIKU. B Oymyuiem u3
atoro OymeT chenaHa Xopollas OPOHS U MOrPyKeHa B Hee.

Bce Gbiu mopaXeHH. B 9TOT MOMEHT IEPBOe, YTO XOTea caenath Kiap, 6510 UMEHHO 3TO!

[Iy# Baubmo u 2KaH MOCIYIITHO ITOTPY3UIN CBOU OPYKUS B KPOBL. [[pyrue moMorajau co6upaTh
IpPaKOHbIO KPOBb. BeH mopxkarn ry0rl, CTOSI B CTOPOHE, He TOBOps HU cyioBa. OH KpaeM I'la3a CMOTpeN
Ha 00MOpPOYHOI'0 MajleHbKOT'0 BOPUIIKY, JIeTo.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs BCe 3aKOHYUNIM U cenu. KaH u [yt BSHBMO CMOTpEJIM Ha CBOU OPYXKUS,
KOTOPHIE U3JTydajIiu HeomucyeMoe Ccusinre, o0a ObUIM TOBOJIbHEL. OPYKUS, TONYYUBIINE CUITY U3
IpaKoHbel KpoBH, OyIyT MHOTOKPATHO CUJIbHEE, YeM paHblne. Ho JpakoHbsl KPOBL CUUTAJIACh
cokposuineM. [1}, CKOIbKO Mrofier MOTIu OOOLITh IPAKOHBIO KPOBh? B 9TOT MOMeHT JIeTo Havasna
Me[IJIEHHO IIPUXOOUTh B ce0s.

KJ'I3p B3rJIdHYJIIAa Ha BCEX U JIETKO B3MO0XHYJIA, 3HAA, YTO OHU XOTAT CIIPDOCHUTE.

Knap cHsa mepyaTKy C IIPaBOM PYKH, 3aTeM IIOAHSIIA e€, TOKA3biBas CTPAHHKIHM Y30D U3 LMIECTH
YEepPHBIX 3BE3]] B KPYyTe.

JIuia BCexX U3MEHUIIUCh. Bce oHU ObLIN HeOpOAWHAPHBIMHU W, ECTECTBEHHO, CJIBIIIAIIA, YTO O3HAYaeT
9TOT KPYT U3 IIECTU YEPHBIX 3BE3/. Ho onu AyMaJiFd, 9TO 3TO BCETO JIMIIb HeJIellad JIETeHOa.

Ho onwu cefiuac Bumenu 910 Ha pyke Knap. U paHee, HuCX0XkaeHHe 60ra ThbMBEI 03HAYaI0, YTO 9TO He
JIeTeH[ia, a PeanbHOCTb.

— Mucc! — XKan cmoTpern Ha Kiisp Co CII0XKHEIM BhIpaXXeHUEeM, HO He MOT' CKa3aTh HU CJI0Ba.

Knmudd u ®su Mcroanbs MoT4ay, UX IUIA ObIM CIIOKOWHEI, KaK BOMA.

— HeynusutenbHo, yTo 60r ThMEI IpHUIlIeN u crac Tebsi, — BHe3amHo cka3a beH, 0CoO3HaB.



— 3TO 3HAYMUT, YTO KOrga OBl THI HU CTOJIKHYJIQCh C OIIaCHOCTEIO, 6or TeMEI IpupeT u CliaCeT TeOs? —
CIIPOCHUIIa JleTo, HECKOJILKO BOCXHUIIEHHO. ECIM 3TO Tak, 3HAYHUT, KJ'ISp Heyero 00SIThCs?

— Bo3M0XkHO, — paBHOAyIIHO oTBeTUsa Kiap.

— Torga TH HemoGeguMa? — JIeTo Havasa BO30yXKIEHHO.

— Hert. — Kiap cTpanHoO ynbIOHYIACh.

— ITouemy? — JleTo HaxXMypuIach.

— IToToMy uTO paHo unu mo3xnHo 60or TeMEl 3a0epeT Ku3Hb Kiap, — Tuxo ckasan Iy Baubmo Jleto,
HaCTaBIsAsI €€ HEMHOTO.

Bripaxenue nuiia JIeto u3MeHun0ck. Tenepb OHa MOHSIA, HACKOIBKO OHA ObIla JeP3KO0H. ITO He
OBLIIO BpeMsI IJIs1 TAaKUX BOIIPOCOB, a AJIst OECIIOKOMCTBa 0 cuTyauuu Kiap.

— Jleno He B aTOM. — KI3p mocMoTperna Ha He60, €€ B3I/ OblT 3afyMYHUB.

—Torpa moueMy? — HeMeqJIeHHO cIipocua Jleto.

Kinap He oTBeTuna cpasy. BmecTo aToro ona nocmorpesna Ha He6o. Tuxo oHa cKasana: — bor TeMel
CHU30IIIeJ BaX/Ibl, HO He II0Ka3aJl CB0ero UCTUHHOr0 001uKa. Ho gymaerms mu TH, 4To Xpam CBeTa
He MOXKET II0YyBCTBOBaTh 3Ty CUNIbHYIO TEMHYIO CUILY?

Touno, Xpam Cserta!

Tak kak Kmnap Ornla kepTBoit 60ra ThMEI, 3HAUYUT, OHA €CTECTBEHHO, IToMorasta 6ory TeMbl. XpaM
CBeTa OTIyCTUT TAKOI0 4YeJI0BeKa?

Koneuno, Het!

Bce 3amomyanu. Bece, 4TO MPOU30IIIO CEerofaHs, ObII0 Topa3no 00Jibille, YeM OHUM MOTJIH TTOHSITh.

— IoitmemTe. Temeps, KOrma Ml 3HaeM, UTO IOUCK Oora [1yxoB MpHUpoabl 6ecroie3eH, BepHeMC S
Ha3ap. — Kiap nogeanace. OHa yBupaena ManeHbKoOro Jleonapaa, KOTOPHIM BCe ellle OpoxKall 3a
IajlaTKaMH, ¥ IIOMaHMuIa ero K cede.

Bce Momya crnegoBanu 3a HEU.



Kaxk Tompko KJ'IC-)p 1 OCTaJIbHBI€ NOCTHUTJIX ITIOTPAHWYHOI'O I'OPOad, OHU CTOJIKHYJIMCh C KEM-TO, KOT'O
KJ'ISp 3HaJla X0poiio.

Casitout [Ipuni Xpama Ceta, JIoH JIMHBIOHD.
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