"Bri! BEICOKOMEpHEIE JIIONY, He JyMakiTe, YTO BBl MOXKETE OTHOCHUTHCS K HAM TaK HEYBaXUTEJIbHO
TOJIbKO TIOTOMY, YTO CIIACJId HECKOJIbKMX Hallux OpaTheB!", - Mep(OIK BIepuscs ria3amu B Lu
AomyaH. Ero pyka Ha 60eBoM Tpe3y6ile mobnenHena. XoTs PyCalKy M03aay HeTo He MOTJIM ITOHSTS,
YTO TOBOPUT UX KallMTaH, OHX MOTJIM ITOHSTH IT0 €T0 BHIPAXKEHMIO, YTO UTO-TO He Tak.

"Xa!", - Llu AomyaH yCMeXHYJIach, a €€ rjla3a MIOTEMHEH.

MoinHas cuia ygapuila 1ugepa, oTOPOCUB ero Ha HeCKOJIbKO 1IaroB. M3 ero Hoca 1moTeksia KpoBb. Ero
IIOJYMHEHHBIE C TPEBOTOM MOAEepKaJIK €T0, a 3aTeM HallpaBUJIA CBOM TPe3yOIlkl Ha KoMIaHuio Llu
AomryaH.

KanuTaH momHsm pyKy, ocTaHaBnuBas ux. OH B3rsgHy I Ha [lu AolyaH X0I0gHO, CTUCHYB 3yOhI: "4
He 3Hal0, 0 KAaKOM IIpeMeTe Thl TOBOPUIIE".

“IIpocTo MOTOMY, UTO TH HE 3Haelllb - HE 03HAYaeT, UTO Balll KOPOJib He 3HaeT", - Ll AoiyaH
CKa3aja HeTeprenuso. - "Eciu Bel cobupaeTech OTINIATUTH 3@ HaIlly JOOPOTY KEeCTOKUM
obpairneHueM, s He COOMPAIOCh CIepPKUBAThCs!"

Bripaxenue nuila nupepa MepdoakoB mobeIHENO0, a 3aTeM CTano 3e1eHBIM. OH CTUCHYI 3y0H,
HEKOTOopoe BpeMs Habmoman 3a [u AollyaH, Ipexae 4eM X0JI0OHO OTBeTuTh: "2Kaute 3mecs. A Oymy
OTUYMTHIBATLCS IIepen KopomeM".

['pyma MOCHeINIHo MoIJIklia 06paTHO B TOPO.

Ha 10T pa3s nupmep IPHUIIIBUT OLICTPO, BEIPazKeHHe ero Julla ObII0 CePhE3HBIM, ¥ OBIIO BUIHO, YTO OH
npaBpa cnemun K HuM. OH nocMmoTtpen Ha Ly AomyaH: "bnaromerens, moXanyucTa, Cliegyyd 3a MHOU
B ropon. Ho Koponb cKa3ar, 4TO TONbKO Thl MOXKEIIL BOUTH".

®sH Hcroanb u JIan JIue FOHB X0Tenu 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Llu AolllyaH oBepHy/Iach K HUM U CKa3asa:
"TTomoxmuTe MeHs 3[0ech", - €€ TOH He IpedIoaaras CIopoB.

[z AomryaH exajla Ha 3Bepe-akBauccuu, ClIenys 3a KaluTaHOM B OXKUBIIEHHHIN ropod. Liso Yycunn
00ecrokoeHHO cMoTpesta Ha LIu AomyaH: "OHa... OH Befb OymeT B IOpPsSAKe, BEPHO? DTOT KOPOJIb
Mep(dOIKOB He TOIXKEeH feflaTh HUYero CTpPaHHOTo, BepHO?"

"Ckopee Bcero", - [lon ®enxy Toxe cMoTpen 3a Llu AomyaH. - "Ecnu OymeT Kakas-To npobiiema,
3Bepb-akBaduccus HeMeaIeHHO COO0IUT MHe" .

"Eciy KOpOJIb OCMENIUTCS CHeslaTh YTO-TO CTPAHHOE - I YHUYTOXKY 9TO MecTo", - ®en Hcroanb cxkan
KyJIaKH.

Cu Taonu u Cu Illaocu 3akaTWIu rjia3a. ECIU 4TO-TO HeMCTBUTEJIBHO IIONUIET He TaK, MOJIOIOHN
MacTepulle PeH MpuUgeTCs MOTPYAUTHCSI? OMHOTO ITpoMaxa OBII0 TOCTATOYHO, YTOOB CPOBHSITH MECTO



c 3eMieud. Paca Mep(l)OJ'IKOB OOJIXKHA BOJTHOBATHCST OOJIbINIE, YEM MHUCC.

Korpga IIu AoiiyaH mocienoBaia 3a KalluTaHOM B OO, CTOSINKE 10 06e CTOPOHE TOPOMICKUX BOPOT
COJIaTH HACTOPOXKEHHO HaOmomany 3a Hel, C BUOUMEBIM OIIaCEHHEM B T'Ia3aXx.

[Ipoiigs yepe3 BOPOTA, OHU OKA3aIMCh BHYTPH OTPOMHOTO TOABOAHOTO ropoda. ['opos Majo yeM
OTJIMYAJICS OT YEJI0BEUYEeCKOI0 TOpPoMa, C IMHPOKUMH IIPOCIEeKTaMU U IoporaMu. Bece mpoxoxue
MepGONTKH OTKPOBEHHO IISITUIKCH Ha YejoBeKa. Bce 3Hamu, 4YTO IPOU30IIII0, ¥ IIOHUMAJTH, YTO
YeJI0BEK, IIBIBYIIWH 32 KallMTaHOM, HOJIKEH OBUT criacTH uxX O6paTheB. OJHAKO UX B3TTISIOHI
TIPOMIOJI2KAJT OCTABATHCS MMPE3PUTENBHEIMHU. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YeJI0BEYEeCTBO YK€ OCTABHUIIO I'Ty0O0KO
YKOpPEHMBIIIEECS, HETIPUSITHOE BIleUaTIeHHe.

Y ITu AouryaH He OBITIO BpEMEHU OIIEHUTHL OKPYZKAIOIIYI0 CPeLly UK apXUTEKTYypy, CIenys 3a
KAIIUTAHOM II0 IIHPOKOMY IIPOCIIEKTY, IIPOXOAAIIEMY Yepe3 OOJIBINYIO MIoulanb. B KOHIIE-KOHI[OB OHU
TIOMOLIIN K CAMOMY BEICOKOMY, CAMOMY BEJIMKOJIEITHOMY 3[aHUIO.

"TloxkanyicTa, Cliegyy 3a MHOK", - HECMOTpPS Ha HeXKeJlaHWe, KalluTaH BCE elll€ YBaKUTEIIbHO
oTHocusics K Llu AoriyaH, Befsi e€ Mo AJIMHHOM JIECTHHUIIE.

Ha BepmmHe, npoiias emie ogHu 00JIbIIYe BOPOTa, OHU OKa3auCh epen 00bmuM XxpaMmoM. Ilocpenu
CBSITBIHM CTOSITT BOOPYKEeHHHIH Mephonk. [IBa MepdosKa CUOeNTd Ha POCKOIIHOM TpoHe. OmuH ObLT
MYKYUHOM, BEICOKUM, KPETIKUM, C JJIMHHLIM YEPHBIM XBOCTOM, TSHYIIUMCS 110 3eMye. OueBHIHO, 9TO
ObLT KOPOJIb. PsAioM ¢ HUM OBlna pycanka, HeXKHas KpacaBulla, 3aBepHyTas B MATKYI0 MOPCKYIO
TpaBy. Y He€ OB AJMHHBIN cepeOPUCTHIM XBOCT, Ha €€ T0o0Be Obljla HajgeTa MajieHbKas U’
M3BICKaHHAs 30JI0Tasi KOpOHA. JTO OblyIa KOPOJIEeRa.

"Balrie BeJIMYECTBO, Y€JI0OBEK MPUOBIT", - KAllUTaH IMOYTUTEILHO ITOKJIOHUIICS, 3aTEM OTOIIIEN B
CTOPOHY.

"TBI TOT YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIM CIIaC MOX Hapon?", - Kopoiib MepdoIKoB cMoTpen Ha Lu AolryaH CBEPXY,
oTuyXkaeHHo. OH TakKxke CBOOOHO BIIafies YeJI0BEYECKUM SI3HIKOM.

"BbI JOMXXHEL 3HATH, Yero g Xouy"

Koponbs MephonKoB HeJOBOJILHO HaXMYPHUIICS. DTOT I'PyOLI Yel0BEK MaXKe He MOKJIOHUJICS, KOTia
OHU BCTPETHUIIU €TO.

Bce BCKONBIXHYIUCH IIPH cioBax Ly AomryaH. HeCKONIbKO pycaoK, KOTOPbe ITIOHUMAaIN
YyeJI0BeUeCKU S3BIK, IePeBOOUIN 151 opyrux. Bce cMoTpenu Ly AorryaH HeomoOpUTETbHEIMU
B3rJISAaMH.

"1 He mory maThk Te6e TO, YTO THI XOUelllb. ITO 0co60e coKpoBuIlle. THl ONIZKEH BEHIOPATh YTO-TO
npyroe", - KopoJyib MepGhOJIKOB MPOU3HEC ¢ HeomoOpeHneM. Heckonbko MepdoIKOB IpUHECTH



HECKOJIbKO CYHIYKOB. [T0o cUTHaIy KOpos, Mep(OJIKA OTKPBIIKU CYHOYKHU. OCIEenUTEeTbHEN CBET
BBICTDPEJIHII OT CYHIYKOB, Mepliasi BCEMHU LIBeTaMM PafyTH. B0 SICHO, YTO 3TO OBITM OeClleHHBIE
COKpoBHIa".

"YeIloBEK, Thl MOXKEIITL B3SITh BCE 9TO. JTO MOAAPOK O/1aroJapHOCTH 3a CllaCeHue HalluX Joaen”, -
KOopoJseBa ynelOHymack. CyHAYKU OBITA HE MPOCTO 3aMO0JIHEHH cepeOpoM UM 30JI0TOM, HO KaKIbIN
CTOWJI TIOJICTPAHEL. KOoponk 1 KopojieBa 00MeHSITHUCh B3rsgnaMu. OHM He COMHEBAJIUCh, YTO YeJI0BEK
ITHE OTKAXKeTCS OT 3TUX COKPOBHIIL.

Ho kT0 3Han, 4T0 B clepywooumi MoMeHT Ly AomryaH pa3o0beT OuKalIIuy K Hell CYHAYK Ha KyCKU
B3MaxoM pyku. COKPOBHIIA PACCHIIANNCH 110 IToiy. Ly AolryaH faxe He MOPrHYyJa I7la3oM,
HaXMYPUBIINCE elle cuibHee: "THl He CIIBIIIAN, YTO 5 CKa3ana?". Ee miaH B34Th HyXKHOE el CUTION He
M3MeHUJICS. Teneps, KOTrga OTHOIIEHNE K Hel CTaJl0 HaCTOJIbKO HEBEIHOCUMEIM, [l AolryaH eImne
MeHbIIle COMHEeBAasach.

"Ila KaK ThI CMeelllb!", - BEIpaXkKeHre KOPOJisi, HaKOHell, U3MeHuI0Ch. OH yAapui 10 CTOJY, CEPOUTO
ycraBuBLIuCh Ha Ly AormryaH.

Bce mepdomnku HanpaBuau cBou Tpe3yOIrsl Ha Llu AomryaH. Kak TOJIBKO UX KOPOJIb OTHACT IIPUKa3,
OHU IIPeBPAaTAT 3TOT0 BEICOKOMEPHOTO YesloBeKa B AukobOpasal!

Bups ux nmo3unuio, Ly AomyaH X0JI0AHO paccMessack: "9To UCTUHHAS Iprupoaa MephOIKoB?
OTHOCUTBHCS K CBOMM OarogeTesnissM Kak K Bparam?"

"TBI cIac HAIIWX, HO THI - ITPOCTO €III€ ONUH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM YEro-TO X04eT OT Hac!", - KpacuBoe
JIUI[0 KOPOJIEBHI TOXKE OBIIIO CEePAUTHIM.

"HecMOTpS Ha 3TO, 51 BCE PaBHO CIac Balux OpaTheB U 01aroloIydYHO BEPHYI UX. B IpOTUBHOM
CJIy4ae UX XBOCTHI ObLIM OBl OTOPBAHBI, UX OBl 3aMEHUJIM HOTAMMU, UX T'1a3a ObUIM OBl BEIPBAHEL U3
TJIa3HUII, a TPYIH IpeBpaTuiu Ovl B Bock! f1 - Bam GnarogeTenisb, 3To 6ecCropHO”, - X0JI0OHO 3asiBUja
[u Aomwyas.

"Tr1!", - KOponeBa cepauTO BOCKNIMKHYyIa. OHAa HUKOTTla He BCTpedajia Takoro 0€CCTEIAHOTO
yesnoBeka! Ha camoM fienie ToBopuTh Takue GeCCTHIAHBIE BelM Tak mpaBenHo! Ho, oymast o ToM, Kak
JKeCTOKO C HUMM o0Opallanuch, OHa 3afpoxKara.

Boopyxennrie Mmephonku cMoTpeny Ha Llu AoinyaH, ckpexella 3ybamu, kKak 6yaro Ll Aomryan cama
Oblyia TeM, KTO Tak o0Opallaics ¢ pycajlKaMu.

"Bol, MephONKY, KOHEYHO, CMeITHE. CMOTPUTE Ha MeHs Tak, OyATO 3TO 5 co3ajia 3TOT 3aBoi, Korma
s OBLI Ha caMoOM fieJie TeM, KTo crac ux", - Llu AolryaH X0JI0HO paccMesiyiachk, YBUIEB UX OTHEHHEIE
B3rysaabl. E€ romoc OB MOJIOH HacMeIIKH. I'1a3a Koposs Mep¢oJIKOB HAIlOTHUIINCh HEHABUCTHIO.



9T0 OBIN HepBBIfI Pa3, KOoraa 49eJIOBEK OCMEJINJICA CMOTPETh Ha HEro CBEICOKA.

OrHaKo KOpOJb PycasioK Bcé elrné OsU1 KoposieM. [TocTeneHHO oH ocThUL. OH IIpUKa3aj BOOPYKEeHHBIM
MepdoKaM OnyCTUTh opyxue. Kakumu Ovl HU OBUIM HaMePeHHUs 3TOr0 YeJloBeKa, UeJIOBEK BCe PaBHO
cnac ux coOpaTheB-pyCcaiok.

"Kxe-kxe...", - 3aKalIsiIcs KOPoiab MepdoIKoB, YTOOL CKPEITh HEJIOBKOCTS. - "BaromeTesnb, Mbl
O4YeHb OTaroOfapHEI, YTO TH CIIaC Haux 6paTheB. [ToxkamyicTa, MPOCTH Halle XaMCTBO. OTHAKO MBI
He MOXKeM faTh Tebe TO, 0 YEM THI IIpocuilib. [ToxkanyicTa, MOIpocH YTo-HUOYyab Apyroe”.

"f1 yKe cKasas, YTO MPHUIIEN TOIBKO 3a ONHUM. MHe 06oJibllle HUUETo He HyXKHO0", - Llu Aomyan
CMOTpesia Ha KOpoJisi Mep(hOJIKOB 0UeHb XOJIOOHEIM B3rifoM. He ObIsI0 HUKAKUX IIPU3HAKOB
OTCTYILJIEHUS.

"Tr1! Hy He Oynb TakuM Hepa3yMHBIM! Kak ThI gyMaellisb, Tie Thl HAXOAUIILCA? ITO Hallle
KoponeBcTBo! THl HAXOOUIILCSA Ha Halllell Tepputopuu!”, - KOpoJieBa CepOUTO BCcTala. Kak npocrou
YeJIOBEK MOT OCMENUTHCS IPOOOIXKATh He MOTUUHATLCS UX BNacTu? - "CxBatuTh ero! OTIPaBUTh €T0
C IParoueHHOCTIMM U COKPOBUIIIaMH Ha3am!"

Kopomnb MephoIKOB CMOTPEN Ha Heé Cy3UBIIUMHUCS TTIa3aMU, MOJTYaIMBO COTJIAIIASCH C IIPUKA30M
KOPOJIeBBL. M0JI0[10¥ YeI0BEK OB CIMIIKOM CaMOYBEPEH, IIOCTOSTHHO MTOKA3bIBasi CBOIO TOPIBIHIO.

Conpatel-MepdOoIKY B XpaMe [JO0JIroe BpeMsi He JTI00Usu jofel. A 3TOT MOJIOOM YeJI0BEK IIPOCTO
pocun u36uTh ero. [JapoBaHHbIe eMy 60raTCTBA yXKe ObLIM BEIMKUM [IapoM, HO YeJIOBEK ITOCTOSTHHO
ITPOBOLIMPOBAJT UX.

Conpatsl-Mep}onIKK KPETKO CXBaTUIM CBOU TPe3yOIlkl, 1 OpOCUINCE BIIEPES.

"Xa!", - BoipaxeHnue nuna Ly AormyaH coBepliieHHO 3aneneHeno. OQHON MEICTBIO OHa 0CBoOonMIIa
CBOIO y2KaCalolIylo CUy. Pycanku yCIbIIaay TOJILKO B3PhIB, TaKOM T'POMKUM, YTO OHU UCITYTaJIUCh,
YTO KX T'OJIOBHI BOT-BOT B30pBYTCS. [Ipuiinu B ce6s1 OHU Yepes OO0 CEKYHAHI, IETAIMUMY Ha3af, B
CTeHHI XpaMa. Beck XxpaMm coaporuysncs. B cnenyiomuii MOMEHT HU OMH U3 CONmaT Mep(OIKOB He MOT
BCTaTh, BCe JIexkaiu Ha 3emiie. Tonbko Ly AolryaH cTosisia B LIEHTPe XpaMa, X0JIODHO CMOTPS Ha
KOpoJsl ¥ KoposneBy. OHU IpOXKaJu.

Koponb pycanok pe3ko BCTaJl, IMOKHPOBAHHBINA MOJIOIEIM U CUJIBHBIM IOHIIOM. ETO TYObI IIIEBETUHUCE,
HO HU CJIOBa He BHIINO0. Koposesa pycanok Obiia eine 6oee MOKUPOBaHa, €€ ITpeKpacHbIe Ta3a
HAIOJIHUITUCE YkacoM. OHa He [yMasa, 4To cia0blii Ha IIEPBHIN B3TJIS MOJIOOM YeoBek OymeT
HACTOJIKO CHJIEH.

"4 moBTOpIO B mocnengHuy pa3. 4 xouy [Iepo bora", - rma3a Lu AolryaH, Ka3aaoCk, IOHUXKAIOT
TeMIlepaTypy BOKPYT Ha HECKOJIbKO I'PagyCoB.
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