"UepT BO3pMU".

ApTyp BhIpyrascs, HaOmiofas, Kak IoJI0BHHA Yy4aCTHUKOB HaOpackiBaeTcsl Ha Jpupuka Illtopma.
"1 momHIO TEOS".

Kakas-To ¢urypa mperpagusa nyTh.

Emy HYKHO OBIJTO CPa3UTHCS B CBOEM cOOCTBEHHOU OuTBE... B OuTBe ¢ TopocoM u3 Mupa. ApTyp
TIOTEPSI CBOET0 CKaKyHa M3-3a ero IMBIIA0INero Meva, a Topoc moTepsia CBOero u3-3a Kombst ApTypa.
Bexathb yepes mose OBIJI0 He 0YEHDb ITPAKTUYHO, 0COOEHHO KOTHa IMyTh Iperpaxaan 3aKaleHHbIT
0e3yMHBII BOUH.

— THI TOT MaJIbYUK, KOTOprﬁ IIJIaKall B3-3a MOET 0 IIBIJIal0IIero Me4da.

— IMnakan? ExBa nu. Tebe HoJKHO OBITH CTBITHO 3a CBOE OecuecThe, — OTBETUII APTYP C NIpe3peHrueM
B roJjIoce.

«CThIgHO 3a mobeny? Mnu MHe HOJKHO OBITH CTEIOHO 3a 61arocinoBenue Brnageikyu CBeTa? Eciu ObI
Balll JIOKHBEIM OOT MOT IaTh BaM CHJTy, BaM ObLIO OBl CTEIDHO?»

«O6MaH mypaka — efiBa i 6J1aroCIOBEHUE».

«MHe XaJb Bac, BECTEPOCIIEB, KOTOPHIE CITyKaT JIOKHBIM OoraM. Eciiu 3T0 BCero NUIIb YI0BKA, TO
IIo4YeMy s eIMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO €€ ucnoib3yeT? OTKpOM CBOI pa3yM U OYIIy UCTUHE, MaJIeHbKUH
peitiapb. [Inmams Braageiku CBeTa SpKO TOPUT, B TO BpeMs Kak Baumu CeMb He 6ojiee XKUBHI, UeM
30JI0THIE CTATyU».

«CoxpaHsi 9Ty XKe Bepy, Korfaa OTKpoelb rina3a Cemu [TpencrmoguumM».
«Hacrosumit ag — 9T0 Korja ThMa [IOKphIBaeT Halll MUD C BOCTOKA Ha 3allafi, C ceBepa Ha 0r».

"9T10 Tak? U KakK TH CpazKaelbCs C 3TOM ThMOM, HAllMBasICh 10 TAKOM CTETEHH, YTO BaJISEIIbCS B
coOCcTBeHHOM Moue?" ApPTyp ¢ cCOMHeHHeM IofgHsI 6poBk. "He pasnirphiBail MeHs CBOeH "Bepou"... ThI
He CBSIIEHHUK."

— l'ocnogs 3aboTuTcs 0 Hac, — Topoc u3 Mupa cierka ynaei0HyJcsa. — Pa3Be He Tak?

[Toka OHU CKpeIIuBaiu KJIMHKY, OMTBA IMPOI0IKanach, ¥ OJHA ITOJIOBUHA CpaXaJlaCh YeCTHO, a
IpyTrasi COCPeoTOYUIacCh Ha OMHOM YeJIOBEKE.

3aTeM ... pa3mascs MepBhl pacKkaT rpoMa.
OT B3pHIBA MTOAHSIICS OBIM.

ThIcsTuM T71a3 YCTPEMUIIUCH Ty, ITle OH yIapwI B IIEPBLIM pas, IIOYTH B LIEHTP ClieHH. M3 ero
(hHOIeTOBOTO CUSHUS MTOSIBUJICS IEMOH C OJIEHBMMH POTaMH, fepKalui 00eBOM MOJIOT. MOIHUN
IIOTPECKUBAJIA BOKPYT €ro Tejla... UCIIyCKas yzKacalollyio aypy, KOTfla OH IIarHyJl BIIepEr.

MonHuYM CcBepKaiu Hafl TOPOJOM, IIOCTEIIEHHO OKYTHIBAsl €T0 TYMaHHOM IIeJIeHOM, B KOTOPO# JTIoou
elBa pa3nuyanu COOCTBEHHbIE PYKHU.
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PA3I'POM.
PA3T'POM.

Kyma Obl HY HampaBIIsics JEMOH, 3a HUM CJIe[J0Ball TPOXOT 60€BOI'0 MOJIOTA, YHAPSIOIIET0Cs O
OpoHIo.

3BYK TPeCKAIOUINXCS IIaCTUHYATHIX IOCIIEX0B BHI3BAJI CTPaXx.
Kpuku ctpaxa IpuBenu K yXkacy.
Yxac npusen K IOKOPHOCTH.

— JmOpuK... — mpobopMoTan ApTyp, HabIomas 3a I'YCTHIM TYMaHOM U JAJIEKMMH PacKaTaMHu I'poMa.
JoXab U KaK U3 Befipa, CUILHO pa3MeIBas moje. JJaxke BeTep Ol OeCIIomaieH... B TAKUX
TIOTOHEIX YCITOBUSIX CPAXKATHCS OBITIO MPAKTUYECKH HEBO3MOKHO.

— Byps4... Byps... — npo6opmoTan Topoc, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB I'la3a U I'Isiasd Ha Oypio. — Byps
Pannopa. Tel BuguiUb ero cuiy?

— ... Teneps IToBenutesnb Ceeta — [loBenuTens MomHUU? — yCMeXHYJICA APTyp, XOTS B €ro ria3ax
YUTaI0Ch OECIIOKOUCTBO.

"3ByK rpoma BefeT K 1moxapy".

"{ cpatoce... d..."

PA3T'POM.

— ... — ApTyp rny00KO HaXMYPUJICS U LIATHYJI BIIEPEN. — OMIPUK... 3TO IEHUCTBUTEIHHO THI?

TOpOC nu3 MI/Ipa IIPUIIOOHSATI 6pOBb, Korpga ApTyp r[p06e}Kan MHUMO HETO0, U 3a HUM IIOCJIBIIIAJICA
6bICprIfI TOIIOT HOT IIO I'PA3H.

«... Mynphlit 4ejoBeK He CTAJIKUBAeTCS JIUIIOM K JIUITY C Oemoii».

K Tomy BpeMeHU mO4TH BCce 00 ybexkKanu U CHanuch, 1100 ObIIM 3a0UTHL 0O CMEPTH.
JIg3r...JIq3r...

"d...9gpuk...npoctm..."

PA3T'POM. PA3TPOM.

"Emé opun yomomgok ®pes..."

Oppuk IITopM CTOSITT Hafl HUM, BOH3ast 60eBoit MOI0T PoOepTa mpsiMo B I'PYOb PhHIIApSs.

Ero rnasa cusnu (I)I/IOHeTOBBIM CBETOM, KOT'Ta OH CMOTpPEJI CKBO3b TyMadH, CJIOBHO €T0 1 He on110. OH
OKHUHYII B3rIdaooM BCE II0JIe ¥ 3aMEeTHJI, YTO K HEMY HpI/I6HI/I}KaeTC${ KTO-TO 3HAaKOMBIN. OH IIOTHSII
CBOI 00eBOI MOJIOT C TPYIIa U IIOJIOZKHUII €TI0 Ha ITJIeHO.

"ApTyp, Kak gena?"

«... f crmellian, KaK KOTo-TO IIpoaoJIzKain n30uBaTh, IOKa OH HE ImepecTall Kpu4daThb».



— Cymacmienuui, — ycMexHyscs 9upuk CTopM, moxKuMas IjiedaMi. — HeKoTophie JTIonu
0e3KaJI0OCTHEI, [a?

— ITOT YeJIOBeK... IBIIUT? — APTYP MOCIEIINIT K HEMY ¥ OIMyCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHH PSI0M C OMMOHOM
®peem. OH TPOBEPUII €T0 MYJIbC, ¥ YeM OO0JIbIlle ITPOXOAKUIIO BPEMEeHH, TEM LIUPEe CTAaHOBUIIUCH €TI0
rina3a. — OH MEPTB...

— TToxoxe Ha TO, — HeOpexkHO 3aMeTun Iapuk CtopMm. — Kakas KanocTs.

"YTo THI UMeeIb B BUOY? THL... CpazKascs C HUM MociiemHUM". ApTyp HaXMypuJycs, BcTaBas. "Twl yOumn

ero-.

«OH He cKa3al: «f CHalCh»... IOITOMY S IPOIOJIKAJT ero OuTh. S He BUHOBAT, UTO OH OBLT TAKUM
VIIPSIMBIM>»,

— 3HAYUT, TH UCIIOIH30BAJI 3TO KaK IPeasor, YToOwl yOUTh ero?
"Ha TypHUpax UHOr[a ClIy4aloTCs HeCYacCTHEIE CIydan".
— 4 He MOTy TIOBEPUTH, UTO THL... ITOT I'OJIOBOPE3 U3MEHUII TeOs CUIbHee, YeM S AyMaJia.

Onpuk CtopM nmpunogHsi 6poBs. «2Ku3HL He Bcerfa cupaBeninBa, ApTyp. 9To ObUIO HeCIIpaBeIuBo,
KOI'[la [T0JIOBMHA yYaCTHUKOB Hallajla Ha MeHs, U 9T0 OBIJI0 HeclpaBeAJInBOo, KOrga Moy 00eBOI MOJIOT
Pas3HEC UX XpyNKHe Tella Ha KyCKu. YTo TH coOMpaeIbCcs AefaTh, IakaTh 10 9TUM TPYCIUBHIM
J1a3yT4uKaM?»

— ThI EeUCTBUTENBHO X0UElIb TOOeOuTh TaKuM 00pa3oM, yOrUBasi BCEX MOOPSAN? DIPUK, KOTOPOTO 5
3HaJ1, Ob11 MOOp mazke K TeM, KTO BHICTYIIA] IIPOTHUB HETO... TOKa OHU He MpHU3Haiu ero. CeromHs Thl
II0KAa3aJI CBOE MCTUHHOE JIUIIO.

ApPTYp YPOHUJ CBOY M€Y U OTBEPHYJICS ¢ O0/IbIO B Cepalle.
— YT0 TH fenaems? — HaxMypuics Iapuk CTopM.

«41 mpu3Hal... mpoHosKaiiTe, mobexmanTe. 4 HameoCh, YTO BaM OYHET CTHIAHO 3a CBOU yOuiCTBA. A
elIé Jydvlle, s HafleloCh, YTO BH OygeTe HaKa3aHbl 3a HUX».

— ApTyp... 9TO Ha caMoM feJie He TaK yXK Cephé3H0. — JApuK CTOPM IIArHys BIepéq, JOTOHSS ero.
— Jla magHO, TH IIPOCTO 3JTUINLCS, YTO 5T COOMpParoCch TeOs mobeauTh, He Tak nu? YTOo XK, 3TO XOPOLIO...
MBI MOKEM IIPOCTO IOOUTH OCTAIBHLIX, U 51 OTHAM Tebe mpus.

"TeI HETMOOIIEHUJI MEHS".
ApTyp He 00epHYCS U MPOAOJIXKUI UATH K KPalo CIEHH.

— Brixop crieBa oT T€0s... €CNK T MOUAEINIL IIPSIMO, TO YIPEIILCS B CTEHY, — HOLIYTUI DIPUK. —
Cepré3HO, Thl He MOXKEIIh CAABATHCS TaK CKY4YHO. XOTs OBl Cpa3uch CO MHOI!

— ... UTo0, ¥ TOTTa TH CMOXKeEIIb MeHS yOUThH?
— 4 OBl HUKOTA TaK He MOCTYIINJI, IPUOYPOK.

— 4 yXe cHancd... He yTpyXKaaucs.



Ompuk CTOpM IIepecTas IIPeciiefoBaTh ero... er0 CBeTAIrecs GHOIeTOBLIE Ila3a BEPHYIIHUCH K
0OBIYHOMY TEMHO-CHHEMY IIBeTY. [[0XKIb MPO0JIKal JIUTh, HO TPOM 3aTUX. B TOT meHb OoJiblie He
OBLLIIO MOJTHUH.

«KoMy Kakoe [esio 0 KaKUX-TO [IPOAaXKHbIX PHILIapen?»
OH 3apyMarics, moxuMas Ijiedyamu.
MepnneHHo, HO BEPHO, OOHAKO... IPOCTh, II0XKUpAaBILas ero, yraciua.

[Tocrne Toro, KaK ApTyp yIIEN, s MO4yBCTBOBas ce6st cTpaHHo. YyBcTBO BUHEI? CThi? MHe ObII0
TI7IeBaTh Ha BCEX, KOT0 51 yOusI. BBIIO I 3TO CTPaHHO... YTO MHe ObUIO IIeBaTh? Brino OB Mydllle,
ecnu OBl T TPUTBOPSIIICS? OgHAKO KOe-4TO MEHST BOJTHOBAJIO.

Peaknus Aptypa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH OBIJT MOUM JIYYIIINM JPYTOM.
4 TONBKO 4TO mMOTEpPsa ero... IPoCTo Tak?
Brin nu oH BooOIIe MouM Apyrom? Minu s medCTBUTEIBLHO CHeflan YTO-TO He TaK?

4 vMelo B BUAY, YTO ropa OeNCTBUTEILHO YOUIa KOro-TO Ha PHIIAPCKOM TYpPHUPE, ¥ HUKOMY He OBII0
OO 9TOTO Jena.

OTHU MBIC/IM OTHUMAJIA Y MEHS 9Hepru. AnpeHanul yracas. Cusa yracaina.

{1 cHOBa nouyBCTBOBaJ Ce0s YI3BUMBIM, lake CNaObIM... {1 oy Tun 60/1b, IPOH3UBIIYIO MOE TEJIO.
4 B3sJ1 B pyKU Me4 ApTypa ¥ CTajl pacCMaTPUBaTh €ro, BCIIOMUHAsA, Kak OH OBLI CO3[aH.

B3PhIB.

B3PhIB.

B3PLIB.

¢ moTpaTul HECKOJIBKO OHEW, YTOOH IPUAaTh EMY IIOYTH UeaIbHY0 (OopMy, BHIKOBAB CBOM ITEPBLIN
IJIMHHBINA Med B 3aMKe U JOBeMs ero [0 COBEPIIEHCTBa. B To BpeMs 9T0 OB MOM JydLIny Ienesp. A
C HeTepIeHUEM OTIIPABUIICS BO IBOP, YTOOHI UCIIHITATh €T0 Ha mocrnexaX. OH pe3as MOYTH TaK XKe
XOpOIIIO0, KaK Ny4YILIni KIMHOK Ky3Hella B llITopmoBoMm IIpepere.

4, KOHEYHO, TOPAUICT STUM.
— Tol coenan 3T0? — crupocuil ApTyp, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB Ij1a3a.
— [la, HACTOAIINI 1IEIEBP, — FOPH0 KUBHYI 1. — XOTS ST MOTY CHEJAaTh eTo ellé JTydlle.

4 yny4mun ero BHeIIHKY BUfl, Ho0OaBUB K OOWKY peIKU{ HaTypaJIbHbIM KOPUYHEBHIN AParoleHHbIN
KaMeHb, a K PYKOSITKE — KPaCUBHIN 30JI0TOM CIIUPAJIbHBEIN y30pP.

«YTO TH AyMaellb?» — CIIPOCUI 5, KOTTa BCE OBLIO T'OTOBO

— 970 6necTse. YeCTHO... €CTh JIM YTO-TO, YETO THl HE MOXKeIlb CHeNlaTh? — APTYP YCMEXHYIICS. —
ThH cTaHeIb Ty4dmmM Ky3HeloM, Iy4duM GhexToBalIbIIuKoM, yeM Meu PaccBeTa, U, HaBepHOe, yXKe
Jy4IIUM JTIyYHUKOM U3 BCEX, KTO KOTrfa-nu0o XuJl.



— Xex... {1 cTapaioch u30 Bcex cuil. — ¢ moxarl mnjedaMu, IpUgBUras Med 6uxe K HeMy. — Kcraru,
g chenan ero s Tebs.

“d...?Tw yBepen?"
"f1 cneiman, Tebe HyKeH XOpomui Mey ..."

— Cnacu6o. — XoTs ero cyioBa OB IPOCTHIMU, OH IIPUHSI WX OIM3KO0 K cepany. — 4 Oyny BIameTh
UM C YeCThIO ¥ TOPIOCTHIO.

"¢l yBepeH,uTo Tak u Oymet".

«PalifaH... 1 4TO-TO cHesas He Tak?» 1 ypoHUI cBoM 00eBO MOJIOT Ha 3eMJTI0, He B CHIaX OOJIbIIe
HeOpeKHO pa3MaxuWBaTh UM, U 3alyMaJiCsd O CBOMX IIOCTyIKax. «B apoctu s He 3aboTusncs Hu 00
OOHOM M3 HUX».

«TBOg ApoCThb Oblla OIpaBOaHHOM.» — oTBeTuna Palinan CEryH, onyckasich nepeno Muou. OHa
IIOJHSJIA PYKY, YTOOB CXBaTUTh MEHS 3a MOOO0POJOK U IIOAHSATH €T0... HO €€ PyKHU NPOILIXA CKBO3b
MeHs, KaK CKBO3b IIpu3paka. OfHAaKO 5 cerka IPUNOAHATIA FOJIOBY U IOCMOTpeETIa el B riasa.
«[TpoponzKaii cpaxkaTbCs, KHa4Y€e BCE, Yero TH J00uIach B 3TOM cxBaTKe, Oy[eT HallpacHO».

— 4... Ha caMOM fielie He CTPEMIIIOCh K mobepe.

«Chemna# 9To IJjIst MeHs... Tl e mobeauTesb, He Tak au? Kak MO eUHCTBEHHBIN CITyTa B 3TOM MUDE,
THI JOJIZKEH COOTBETCTBOBATh OIPENeIEHHOMY CTaHaapTy. KpoMe Toro, 30710T0 IoMoxkeT Tebe B
TBOEM ITyTeIeCcTBUU. Ha KOro-To Apyroro oHo Ol He IIPUTOMMIOCHY.

4 He OBUI TOTOB K 9TOMY, Jaxe eciu Obl caMa Parigsn CEryH HacTauBala Ha 9TOM.

«A 4TO HACUET TBOEro OBIBIIET0 APyra?» — CIPOCHUa OHAa, TOYHO 3HAs, YTO MEHsST 0CTaHOBUIIO. «To,
YTO OH YLIEN TaKUM 00pa3oM, 03HAYaeT JIUIIbL TO, YTO TH C CAMOI'0 Havasa He Obljla eMy HOCTaTOYHO
BaxkHa. Ecyu Obl OH ObITT BepeH Tebe, TO MPUIoKuil Obl 60/bIlle YCUTUN, YTOOBI BCE HCIIPABUTS.
BepHéT v Tebs K HEMY TBOS ITedalb... COeJIaeT Iu OHa Te0si cunbHee? Hukorga He 3a0bBal, KTO
THI!»

«Tol — Oppuk IIITOpM... MO €O0UHCTBEHHEIN CITyTa, BOUH, KOTOPHIM HECET MOE 61arocioBeHue, U TOT,
KTO CTaHET X03IMHOM 3TOr0 Mupa. [ToqHWMU TOIOBY U Cpaxaucs!»

Yro-To riy0oKo BHYTpU MeHs o0opBanock. E€ cioBa ObtM TOgo0HE Me4YaM, TPOH3UBIINM MO0 OYIIY.
CnoBHO IpuIMBHAS BOJTHA HOBOOOPETEHHOM 9HEPTHUHU XJTBIHYJIA B MOE TEJIO.

Paiiman CEryH OBLI IpaB... UTO, YEPT BO3bMH, 5 fenan!?

9 momxeH OB H0OeOUTh!

A mocrne 3T0rO0... 1 coOuparsncs Bpa3yMuTh ApTypa.

¢ He cTasy OCTaBINSATh MeY B TPSI3H, IIOOHSI €T0 ¥ 3aTKHYJI 3a IMOosC.

Opnako moGeouTh OBITIO JIerYe Ha CI0BaX, UeM Ha ferne. Iloroma cHOBa CTalla HOPMaJbHOU, TYMaH
paccescs, u JoXKOb mpekpaTuscs. CoJlHIle 0CBETHUIO MMoJe, a B Hebe MosiBUIach paayra. B obimen
CJI0KHOCTH OCTAJIOCh CEMb YYaCTHUKOB, BKITI04Yasi MeHs. OOBIYHO 3TO He OBbIJI0 ObI HEIIPEOIOIUMEIM
IIPENSTCTBUEM, HO 51 OBIJT CAMBIM MU3MOTAHHBIM U PaHEHLIM K3 BCEX.



4 He TONMBKO IIOCTpamal OT 1mo0oeB, IIOJIYy4YEHHEIX PaHee (KOTOpI::Ie S Hadall OIOyIIaTh TOJIBEKO ceryac),
HO ¥ BCs 3Ta UCTOPHUA C MOJIHHEM, Ka3aJI0Ch, BEICOCAJIAa U3 MeHS Bce CuIbl. Horn Y ME€HA OTHAJIUCE, 4
€Ba MOT IIOJHATE PYKHU, U HazKe 3peHue ClieTKad 3aTYMaHHNJIOCh.

Y Bce Xke ... MOH IyX BCe elIle TOpeJl, Kak GYIIyIoLuii OTOHb.

4 3Ham, 9To Y ME€HA HET HU €JUHOTI'0 IIIaHCa XOPOIIIO BEICTYIINTE B TAKOM PBIIIAPCKOM TYPHHDE...
II0O3TOMY MHE IIPHUIIIIOCH BJIOZKHUTE BCE, YTO Y MEHS 6I:I)'IO, B 1'[066]1}7 B 9TOM CXBaTKe!

4 mocTan cBou NyK "305710TOE Cepfle”, IPUTOTOBUB TPU CTPEJIHL.

4 yBumesn mpocBeT... JIoagh MPUMEPHO B CEMUIECSATH MeTpax oT MeHs. OHa OblTa IT0X0Xka Ha
nomraab ApTypa, HO s He MOT TOYHO CKa3aTh. XOPOIIOo, YTO MeXKAy MHOM U JIOIIAAbI0 CTOSIIU TOJIBKO
[IBa IPYTUX yYaCTHUKA, XOTSI OHU 00a OBITM BEPXOM.

OpuH 13 HUX MoTpeboBas IPeqbsBUThL MHE 0OBUHEHNE.

Torpa moImes THI.

4 3apsigun cTpemny U30 BCeX CUJ, KOTOPhIE Y MeHS OBbIJIH...

Korpa s BeICTpenui, CBEpKHYyIa MOJIHUS.. .

BYM.

Prittaps OB COUT C JI0IIAAM, KOTIa CTpesa mpobuiia ero JOCIexy U Iomasa B IPydb.
«f cparoce!» — 3aKpryan OH, U U3 eTr0 I'PYOU XJIBIHYJIa KPOBb. «f coarcs!»

Mou rnasa paCIIUPUIKACH OT HEJOBEPUS.

Bo MHe Bce elre ocTaBalach Kakasg-TO UCKpa...

4 ocTaBuUI ero, NOBEPHYBIINUCH K CIIEAYIOIIEMY PHILIAPIO.

"9 cparocn!"

OH He myMaJl, YTO 3TO TOT'O CTOUT, ¥ Toxe ybexkasn. OH maxe GPOCHI CBOIO JIOIIA[b.

4 yneIGHYICS... OH ¥ He TO03PEeBAJI, UTO 51 Y4ePTOBCKHU c1ab. YeCTHO TOBOPSI, 5T HE MOT BUHUTH €T0 3a
TO, YTO OH y0OezKaJl... BCIBIIIKA MOJTHAY OblIa MyTalomed faxe A MEHs.

Cpagy nocJie 3T0ro g 3apsAauil CIeqyoIy0 CTpeay U OCMOTPE]I II0Jie B MOUCKaX CIeAyollen eu.
BYM.

OH ToxKe yIaj C JIOoLaAu C MOYTHA CMEPTEeNbHOM PaHOM.

"4 cmarocp!"

"4 cmarocp!"

He ycnen s omoMHUTHCS, KaK Ha HOTaX OCTaJIUCh TOIBKO ABOe. KaKoW-TO TOJICTSIK C IIbLIAIOIIAM
MedoM... Topoc, ecnu OBITH TOYHBIM, U €111€ OOUH PHIIaph u3 JonuHb. Bcero mBe CTpesnbl — U BCE
OLLJI0O KOHYEHO.



Topoc cTosn ganbiie Bcex 0T MeHsSI. OH YXMBIIANCA?
Mos pyka fepHynach... f BEITYCTUIT TPETHIO CTPEITY.
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BYM!

OH ymapucst 0 CTeHY ¥ BOIIEN B HE€, a TOPOC OCTAJICS CTOSITh BCETO B HECKOIBKUX CAaHTHMETPax OT
HEro.

4 HaxXMypHIICS... MOE 3aTyMaHEHHOe 3PeHNe U OC/IabeBINrue PYKH ITOJBEIH MEHS.

To, 4TO paHbIle OBIJIO ITPOCTHIM BEICTPEJIOM C ABYXCOT IIAroB, TEIEPhb CTAI0 TAKUM XKe CJIOKHBIM, KaK
cTpenbba C THICSYH IIAroB.

9710 OBLLIO HEBO3MOXKHO [JIF MEHS, TAKOM, KaKOU 5 OLLII ceryac.

Topoc, ka3anochk, 3HAJ 3TO IMOYTH TaK XK€ XOPOIIo, KakK U 5, U TEPIIEJIUBO XK/aJ, KOraa s BEI30BY €r0
Ha IOeOuHOK. TeM BpeMeHeM phillaphb [IOIMHEL POYMI B CBOEM YTy (B IEPEHOCHOM CMEIC]IE,
KOHEYHO).

¢ mpumepKUBaJICsS CBOET0 TePBOHAYANLHOTO MJIaHa, MEJIEHHO HAIMIPABIISsCh K OIUKaMiIei rope.

Topoc Toxke Mor BEHIOpPATh cebe JIoIIafb... ¥ OH He YIIYCTUI 9Ty BO3MOXKHOCTD, Halas cebe
OOXOIAIIYI0. S OBICTPO OCBOMIICS C JIOIIAAbI0 APTypa ¥ MPOKATHUIICS Ha HEW II0 JBOPY.

O4eBHUOHO, YTO MOMM CAaMhbIM OOJIBIIMM MTPEUMYIIECTBOM Oblla OamTbHOOONHOCTS.
4 cocpemoTouunics Ha 3apsKawieMcs Topoce... 0CTaBasiCh HEIIOIBUXKHEIM,
OH medCTBUTENBHO OyMaJl, YTO S IPeIbsIBIII0 eMy 00OBUHEHUE?

q HATAHYJI TETUBY X BEICTPEJINII IIPAMO B €TI0 JIOIIadb. Taxk oH HaBE€PHMAKa yIIageT, u ero 6y118T JIETKO
IIPUKOHYUTE...

VBHI, 3T0 OBIIO OBl CIIUIIKOM ITPOCTO.

K coxarnenuio, Mos 3afiHKIIa ITPOMaxHYyJlach BCETO Ha HECKOJILKO CAaHTUMETPOB... U 3afiesia 60K
nomanu!

fApocTh 3aropesnacek B €ro rjaa3ax, Korma OH YCKOPHUJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY.
4 TONIbKO Pa303yIuI ero ere OobIme!

He ycnen s omoMHHUTBCS, KaK OH 0Ka3aJICS MPSIMO IepPeqo MHOM... 1 TOMBITaICS BEICTPEIUTh elré
pas, HO M3-3a MBIIAloero Mevya Topoca Mos JIoIIafb 3amaHuKoBaia. OHa BCcTana Ha OBIOBL, U S
IIPOMaxHYyJIcs, a TOpoc yoapuj CBOMM IIBIJIAI0IMM MedoM MHe II0 pyKe. Mosi jloliafb yiana, 4 g B
TIAHWKE TIOMKITAJICS BEIOPATHCS M3 Cefa.

Ero Bec ymepxKuBaa MeHS Ha MeCTe... HO 5 IepeBEePHYJI ero, BHE3amHO 00peTs CUiy.

Opuako Topoc yzke B3MaxHYJl Me4OM, yIapuB II0 MOEMY IIIJIEMY, ¥ OTPYOUIT ONUH U3 OJIEHBUX POTOB,
Ipexfe 4eM yCKaKaTh ITPOYb U Pa3BEPHYTHCA.



— Teo1 3a0b1J1, Kak HAaTATHBATh TETUBY, IAPUK CTOPM?
4 ycnbllian ero HaCMeUIKy 'POMKO U OTYET/IMBO, KOTAa BCTal ¥ 00HAXKMUI MeY.

«IToueMy Obl Tebe He TTOKa3aTh MHE, KaKO# TH T'PO3HBIM, ¥ HE CPA3UThCS CO MHOM Ha 3eMJie?» —
TIapupoBall 4, NATSACh Ha3af, IT0Ka He Bpe3aJsicd B CTeHy. [1o yTH 5 3aMeTHI jiexkalllee Ha 3eMJie
KOIIBE... ¥ B35 €TO0.

«4épt Bo3pMuU. OH B OBYX IIarax OT TOT0, YTOOBI TOUTH CIIATh».
«YTt0 9T0 mact? Thl yKe mpourpan».
"Torpma mpembsiBu MHe OOBUHEHUE".

Ecnu GBI OH BCTaJI MPSIMO Y CTEHBI apeHBI, TO, TPOMAaXHYBIIKCE, €r0 JIOIIaAb OoJiKHa Oblia OB
Pa3BEPHYTHCS. ITO Aano OBl MHE JOCTATOYHO BPEeMEHHU, YTOOHI CIIEIIUTHCS.

OH OOMIENT MOCTATOYHO OJIU3KO... ¥ 5T IPUTOTOBUIICS METHYTH KOIBE...
A 3aTeM, K MOeMYy yIUBIIEHUIO, OH CIIEIINJICS.

— Yto Teneps, Supuk CTOpM? — CIIPOCUIT OH, OeJlas IIaT BIIEPED OOBOJIBHO PE3BLIMU IIaraMu. — THI
IIOCTABUJI HA TO, YTO 5 yIaMy... HO YTO THI OyMellb gefaTh Terneph?

— ITo6enuthb TE€0SI, — OTBETUII S, METHYB KOIIbE NIPSIMO €My B HOTH. EMY yaasnmoch IIarHyTh B CTOPOHY
U YBEPHYTHCS... IOKA OH OBLT OTBJIEYEH, g T00exkKas mpsiMo Ha Hero.

U cnotkuymncs...

[Tagato MULIOM B IPsA3b.

4 gyBcTBOBAa cebs Goee 4yeM CMYIIEHHBIM.

[TpucThiKeH?

ITo6exmen?

[Totpscen?

Pazgasnen?

Ia, mogxopsimee CJI0BO OBITIO pa3maBieHo. [laxe yapydeH.

¢ pa3BepHYIICS, CIUTIOHYJT U TOMBITAICS BHITEPETH NTKI0. HOo BCE BOKPYT OBLIO I'Psi3HEIM. M HeueM
Ob1710 BEITEPETHCA. OT MEHS BOHSJIO, KaK OT IIOJIHOTO iepbMa. M s 4yBCTBOBa cebs Tak XKe.

Yto GbIIO elrle Xyxe... TOpoc ey MpsSMo Ha MeHS.

4 cobpan Bce cuibl, YTOOBI BCTATh, UCIOJIB3YS CBOM MeU KaK TPOCTh. f TakKe 00HaXKUJT KIMHOK
ApTtypa, UCIONIb3YS €T0 B TOU XKe LIeJH.

K cuacTtsio, Topoc He OBl 4eT0BEKOM, KOTOPBIA HOCHUJTI TAKENYyI0 OpoHio. Ha HEM BooOIIEe He OBIIO
mjeMa... Tak 4To, eCu OBl 51 cMOT 00e30BUXKUTD €TI0 T'OJI0BY, OH OBl HaBEepHSIKA CHAJIC.

— Tol He Gounbes orHA? — Topoc B3MaxHyJI MeYoM, KOTZa 1 MIarHys Brepen. — A cTousno Owl. [Jukuit



OTOHB IIPOXKUTAEeT CTallb TaK Xe, KaK U IJI0TE.
— To1 He Goutibcsi Bypu? — CIIpOCuU 51, KOIUPYS ero MPOBOKAIMOHHBIN TOH. — A CTOUJIO OHI.
— Byps, roBopute? Byps, KaxeTcs, IpeBpaTUiach B TEILILIA BETED.

"W TBOM OTOHBb JOTOpPaeT".

"Upu v mocMoTpH, YOI0omoK".

«YOrmonoK... oa, s yOIomoK», — MIPU3HA s, CJIeTKa yIHIOHYBIIKCH. «B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KaKas
pasHuta? Jaxe ecnu s yOIII0OOK, 3TO HUKOI'IA He MeIllajio MHe [ie/laTh TO, UTO S XOTeJl, U He
OTIpefieNsiyio MeHs KakK TUYHOCTh. 1o mpaBe ToBopsi, OBITh YOIIOAKOM — 3HAYUT OBITH CBOOOIHBIM.
Pa3Be cBoGoma — 3TO rpex?»

«K 4épTy OBITH TOPAOM ¥ K YEPTY OBITH MPUHIIEM... { X04Uy OBITH JTyYIIMM BOMHOM M3 BCEX, KTO KOT[Ia-
00 XKUI!»

4 Msics, KaK Jypak... 10 IIpaBe TOBOPS, MHE XOTEJI0Ch HEMHOTO IIEPelOXHYTh U COOPaThCs C
cuiamu!

— ... Xopo1o cka3aHo. — Topoc KuBHyI. — OgHAKO, CyAs 110 TOMY, YTO 3TOT IIPUAYPOK MOYUTCH B
CBOEM YTTIy, @ THI I[ETIJISeIIbCS 3a CBOM MeUH, TI0X0Ke, YTO TBOM [eHb CJIaBhl HACTYIIUT He CEeTOIHS.

«MoWM CaMBIM CJIaBHBIM JHEM CTaHET TOT [eHb, Korga Benukuii [Ipyroii mag€T K MOUM HOTaM».
«CKOpee BCero, ero 3aCTPesiaT ¢ pacCTOSHUSA B 10 KUIIOMETPOB».
«Benukuit [Ipyroi?» — ero riia3a pacUIMPUIUCD OT JII0OOMKITCTBA. «Bhl 3y4anu Bepy Pa’mmopa?»

— ¢ 3Hal0 NMUIIb HEMHOT0Ee, — YCMEXHYIacCh 5, Kadyas rojIoBoi. — XO0TsI MHe ObI XOTeJIOCh Y3HATh
Oosbire. 1 Bepro, 9YTO B €r0 IJIaMeHH eCTh CUIIA...

— Hy koneuHo... Panmop — IToBenutenst CBeTa. f Mory Koe-ueMy TeOsI HQyYUTh [TOCTIE TBOETO
CETOMHSIITHETO TIOPAXKEHUS.

— O, 51 OBl He OBUI TaK yBEpPEH.
"OOUH CUIBHBIA TOJTYOK, ¥ THI IIOJIETUIIIL BHU3".

On IIar"ayiji Bnepén, g He IIEeJIOXHYIICA. A cnemun 3a TPETbUM YYAaCTHUKOM, KOTOpBIfI, CKOpee BCero,
HCKaJI IOOXOOSIIN MOMEHT, YyTOOBI BMEIIIAThCS B HAIM OTHOIIEHHUS.

Topoc ymapui Bepém, U ero OrHeHHBIN Med MPOoJIeTell B HECKOJIbKUX CAHTUMETPaX OT MOEMH TOJIOBHI,
KOT'7Ia 51 OTKJIOHUJI €€ B CTOPOHY. OH CIIOTKHYJICS M3-3a CBOEH HEIIOATOTOBIEHHOCTH U TPSA3HOMN
3eMJIH... f BOCIIO/Ib30BAJICS 9TUM MOMEHTOM, YTOOH YOAPUTh €r0 0 PyKe ¢ MeuoM, 06e30PyKUB €To
Y IIPUCTABUB [IPYTOM KIUHOK K €ro IIee.

— CpaBaiics, — IPemJIOXKUI s, IpuXKKUMas Je3Bre 6IukKe, B TO BpeMs KakK APYro¥ PYyKOM BOH3UJII ero0
B 3eMJIIO.

MoIHNEHOCHBIM YIAapOM JIOKTSI OH efBa He cOUII MeHs C HOT... {1 OBl TOYHO ymaJ, eciiu OBl He
[epKascs 3a Apyrou Med.



TOpOC 6BICTpO BBIXBATHJI CBOM M€Y M HaydaJl HAHOCUTh YOapel I10 MoOei 6p0He, OOWH 3a OPYTUM.

TeMm BpeMeHeM 51 efjBa ycIeBas 6JI0KMPOBaTh IOJIOBUHY YAAPOB, IT0JIarasich Ha CBOIO OPOHIO, KOTOPast
ropesa IIpY KaXIoM B3Maxe.

[Toka mpoposxKanack Ay3Jb, EMYy YOalIOCh IOCTABUTL MeHS Ha KOJIEHHU.

3aTeM s yBHULEI 3TO... CBET HaleK bl

Prirtape 6pocurncs B aTaky... HO Topoc y0exXas, 0CTaBUB MeHS eIUHCTBEHHOMU LIEJIbIO.
Yepr.

Pritaps IPOH3UI MEHS KOIBEM IIPSIMO B TPyb, CJIOMaB €T0 ¥ II0BaJIUB MEHS Ha 3eMJIIO.
[laxe jydire... JoWans JIATHyIa MeHs IPAMO Ha I'OJIOBY.

[Iocne sToro y MeHs rypesna royiosa...

¢ He MOT CXaTh KyJIaKu.

f mymar, 4To ¢ 9TUM ITOKOHYEHO.

Tem BpEeMEHEM s YCIIBIIIAal 3BYKHM CKPECTUBIINXCSA Meueu II03au... Iomaab HCIIYTaHHO 3apZala...
KTO-TO yIIaJl Ha 3€MIJII0...

«BcTaBai...» — § MOMBITAJICS BEITAITUTL ce0s1 U3 Ipsa3u. «BcTraBai... emmé pa3ok...»
Tomma,Ka3aIochk,0CBUCTANA. ..
Korpga st OTKpHI I'71a3a, Ha MEeHST CBETUIIO COJIHIIE... HO 3TO OBbIJIO He COMHIlEe, 3TO ObiT Paiiman CEryH.

MHe X0Tesnoch 1e4b CIaTh, AaTh OTABIX IJ1a3aM U Teny. Brio Ok Y4ePTOBCKY MPUSTHO COEIATh HOITUM
TIEPEPHIB B 6OSIX.

«ThI Tak OIM3KO... IOOHUMHUCH B ITOCTIETHUN pa3, u nmobena OymeT TBOEH».
Ho... paboTa He Oblyla 3aKOHYEHA.

¢ B OQUHOYKY, IPSIMO WJIM KOCBEHHO, To0emui 60ee COPOKa YYaCTHUKOB... HO [IJIST YETO, eCJIH He [
nobener!?

"PaboTa...He 3aKOHUYEHa.

4 cxKan KyJak, CXBaTUB CBOM KIMHOK, BOH3UJI €T0 B 3eMJII0 U HUCII0JIb30BaJl, YTOOB IPUIOTHATHCS.
cOesan To XkKe caMoe APYrou PyKOu... ¥ MOgHSJICH.

Korpa g nopmH$N ria3a, TO yBUAEN, YTO OCTA/ICA TOJIBKO OfUH YYaCTHHK.
JIBICHIN CBSIIEHHUK.
K moeMy ynuBieHuto, g yCibliiaj, KaK TOJIa 3aanjiofgupoBaia.

¢ emBa MOT XOIMTh B CBOUX [IOCIIEXAX... [I03TOMY s IPHUHSII 0€3yMHOE pellleHre CHATh UX. S CHUMan
UX II0 YaCTSM, [T0Ka He OCTAJICS B CBOeM YEPHOU ofexkpe. S 4uyBCTBOBas cebs Tak, CIOBHO C MOei



CIIMHEBI CBAJIAIIAaCh OTPOMHAS I'Opa... I MOT IBUTAThCS.
[Tpu 9TOM ST MOT XOPOIIIO ABUTATHCS.

9T0 OBIJIO MOE BTOPOE [EIXaHUE.

4 maruyn Brepen ¢ 000UMM MeYyaMH B PyKax.

'"THI BCe eIé MOZKEeIlb CTOSITh?"

KpoBb cTekasna ¢ Moed TOI0BH Ha Iojie. f cierka yaslOHyICs, Korma Topoc YCOMHUICS B MOel
PEeIINMOCTH.

«MeHSI TPYOHO CJIOMHUTD, YOITIOMOK».
"Br1sio OBI 00MIHO, eciu OB 1 TeOsT cxer".
"Thl maXe He IPUKOCHEIWIBCA KO MHE".

4 nooGeman, cocpegoTOYNB B3TJIAL IPSMO Ha HEM, U CHeial rIy0oKui BOOX. {1 MeTHyn Med
ApTypa... 6poCcoK, KoTopsIi cOun Topoca ¢ TONKY, KOrfa OH 3a0JI0KUPOBa Jie3BUe U C JIETKOCTHI0
0TOPOCHII ero B CTOPOHY. II0ociie 3TOro s METHYJ METaTeNIbHbIM HOXK ¥ BEIOUIT €My JIEBHIH I'j1as.

Ero rmaza pacmmpuinch, KOrma U3 OOQHOTO U3 HUX MTOTEKJIa KPOBb....
"THl yOTIONOK..."

— 9T0 3a TO, UTO He chasiach paHbllle, XKUPHasA CyKa, — S HAXMYpHUJICS, HallpaBUB BeCh CBOI THEB Ha
KJIMHOK, ¥ CBEPKHYJIa MOJIHUS. — Temeph Mbl KBUTHI!

f maruHyn Bepeq, Ipexe YeM aTaKoBaTh €ro, yIapyuB CBOMM Me4YOM O eTo Med.
[ToTeps rima3a sBHO ocnabuia ero... ¥ S BOCIIOIL30BasCsA 3TUM, PyOsi ero Kak 6e3yMHBIH.
JIsa3r.

JIasr.

"4 oymy..."

JIs3r... IA3T... JIA3T... JI3T.

"Tlobemal!!"

JIa3r!

C KaX[bIM yIapoM s ITpujara Bcé O0bllle YCUTUM... U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MHE YIaJI0Ch pa3xkaTh ero
Iasiblibl Ha PYKOSITA Meda U OBICTPO CXBATUThL €ro CBOOOOHOM pyKoM. HeCKOMbKUMY CUIHHEIMU
yoapaMu s TIOCTaBHII €T0 Ha KOJIEHHU U CHellall KpecT 00euMu pyKaMHu, fiep:Ka ero rojioBy Mexmy
HuMH, OCTABAIOCh JIUIIL ITPUIOXKUTH HEMHOT'O YCUIHH, ¥ 00a Meda ymapuiiu Okl ero o TOJIoBe.

"CpaBatics!"

[TnaMs Ha ropsiileM Mede BHE3AIHO BCIILIXHYJIO C elré O0bllel SpoCThio, U S B3peBell, 0T4ero Topoc
CJIerKa 3allaHUKOBaJl.



" cpoatocn!"
4 nHyn ero, oTnyckas oba Meda, ¥ IOCMOTpPeEI B He0O.
f cMmor...HaKOHEI-TO OTHOXHYTh.

Tonma nukoBasa, Jaxke He oOpallas BHUMaHUS Ha Tejla Ha 3eMjie. BeposTHO, OHU OyMaJjiu, 4TO BCe
oHH 0e3 CO3HaHUI.

4 packuHyna pyKH, IOMHSB UX [OBOJILHO BEICOKO, ¥ B3MaXHYyJla UMH, KakK Obl roBops: «Mau cioma».
"Thl YTO, COBCEM HE PA3BJIEKAEIIIBCA!?"

Tosnma B3peBesa Tak TPOMKO, YTO S ITomyMarl, OyATo y MeHs JOnHyT 6apabaHHbIe IEPEIOHKH... HY,
MOXKET, He TaK 'POMKO. Ho 9T0 OBIJT caMbIli TPOMKME BO3TJIaC, KOTOPHIX S KOTTa-ITu00 CIIRIIIAT B
CBOEH XKHU3HH.

HecMmoTpst Ha TO, 4TO 1 OB OMMHOYKOM, ST BCETMa X0TeJI CTaTh 3Be3M0M Ha CaMOM BEICOKOH CIIeHe.
VIMeHHO IT03TOMY 5 PaBHSJICSA Ha TaKUX IMapHel, Kak Mavikn [IxkopaaH, Ko6u BpaitanT, Jlebpon
IxenMmc... [Ja, oHu 6bUIH GackeTOOIMCTaMM, HO OHU TakKxKe ObUIM Cyllep3BE3[aMu, KOTOPEIe
BpeMeHaMM Ka3aluch Moyt 6oramMu. He TOMBKO M3-3a MX JOMUHUPOBAHUS Ha IJIONIIaKe, HO ¥ 13-3a
BOCXUIIIEHHSI, KOTOPOE OHU BBI3HIBAJIK Y APYTUX, 0COOEHHO Y CBOMX (DaHATOB.

CeropHs s1 OBIT 3BE3M0M... YEPTOBEIM MYKYHHOM. DTUM mapHeM. f 61 UM... 1 MHe 9TO YepPTOBCKHU
HPABUJIOCH.

i He Morna He ynBIﬁHYTBCH... Haxke ecjid MO€ TeJlo OBIIO0 MOJTHOCThI0 00HAXKEHO C TOJIOBHI [I0 HOT.

Ixerime JlanHKHCTEp 00HAXKWII MeY, 0TOMAs OoT PobepTa U B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MMOAOUIS KO MHe. f1 mouTu
He MOT B 3TO ITIOBEPUTH... I cobupascs cTaTh peillapeM. HacTOSIIUM phHIIapeM.

— Boru, ot Te0s BoHSIET, KakK OT O10xacToro, — 3ameTun [xeiime JIaHHUCTED, ClleTKa
YCMeXHYBIIHMCh. — [lepBoe, 4yTo Tebe HYKHO CHoelaTh, — 3TO MPUHSITH CEMb BaHH IIOOPSI CO BCEM
3TUM 30JI0TOM.

— Heyxenu BCE Tak 1JI0X0? — 51 BHIJABUJI U3 ce0sT CMEIIIOK.
"Bo3M0OXKHO, XyXe".
"Kaxk...MHe 9T0 cgesaTh?"

— BuI HUKOTIa He BU[IEIHU MTOCBSIIEHUS B Prilapu? — [IxkerMe JIaHHUCTEP MPUTIOTHSIT OPOBb. — ITO
IOBOJILHO ITPOCTO... { cHenaio 9TO 0 BCeM MpaBuiaM. BaM HYKHO TOJTBKO ITPEKJIOHUTH KOJIEHU U
BCTAaTh.

"Xopoo".
4 omycTuics Ha KOJEHHU, OIUpPasiCh Ha Me4, YTOOHI He YIIacTh Ha CTOSIIYIO HOTY.

— IIpenmnonoxkum, 4To 3T0 cpaboTtaer... Aopuk IlITopM, yYuTEIBas Ballll YCIIEXH Ha 3TOM TYPHUDPE, f,
cup [IxeiiMe u3 qoma JIaHHUCTEPOB, HACTOSIIUM O0BSIBIISI0 BaC JOCTOMHBIM PHIIIAPCKOTO 3BaHUs!

OH 10JI0KUJI CBOM MeY MHe Ha IIpaBoe IIJIeY0, a Tona 0go0pUTeIbHO Kpruyasia U CBUCTela. XOOuio
MHOTO CJIyX0B 0 Youiitnie Koponei... [lymalo, OHU NTOAJIePKUBaIM MOE TIOCBSIIEHNE B PHIIapH, HO He



TOT0, KTO 3TO cHenan.
MHe OBITIO HaMIeBaTh MEHBIIIE.

«MmeneM BouHa 51 mpu3biBai Te0s OBITE XpaOphIM».

OH NOpHSAI JIe3BKe U IIPUCTABUI €70 K MOEMY JIEBOMY IIJIEYy.

«Mmenem OTIia oBesieBaio Te6e OLITh CIIPaBeIIMBEIMY.

Torpa Hampasgo.

— Bo uMs MaTepu g mpr3bIBalo Bac 3alIXNIATh IOHBIX ¥ HEBUHHBIX.

3aTeM HaleBo.

«MmeneM [leBH 5 Topydalo TeOe 3aluIaTh BCeX KEeHIIUH.

Torma Hampaso.

«MmeneMm CMuTa 5T MPU3BIBAI0 BAC COXPAHSITH CTOMKOCTh ¥ HETIOKOIEOMMOCTh>.
3aTeM HaJeBo.

— Bo umst KpoH®! 1 mpu3bIBai0 Te0sT MPOSBUTL MYOPOCTh.

HaxkoHel1, mpaBUIbHHI.

«MmeneMm He3nakomiia g Ipu3niBaio Te€0S OBITH MOCIYIITHEIM U XPaHUTh 3T 00€TH 10 KOHIIa CBOUX
OHEen».

— ToI KISTHEIIbCS COOMI0IATh 9TH CBSINeHHBIe 00eTh, dapuk IllTopm?

Ha MrHoBeHue s 3aKojiebanack, Ipexkae 4eM KUBHYThH C IIOJIHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO B cepAlle. ITO OBIIO
TO, Yero s XOTeJl.

"Ma,... 4 KIgHYCH".

— Torma TH MOXKeIlb CTaTh PHIIapeM... Cep Saopuk IITopMm.
4 nmogHsICS, MeAJIeHHO, HO HEeYKJIOHHO.

"4 mymar, y MeHsl KOJIeHU IIOAJIOMATCA".

«THI CITMIIKOM MOJI0fIa, YTOOB! OBITH TAKOM HEMOCTOSTHHOM». [IxKeliMe JIaHHUCTED YCMEXHYIICS,
TOJIKAsl MEHS B TPSI3b.

— Trl yONIOMOK... — § TIOIBITAJICSI BCTATh, HO TOJIBKO y1an o6paTHo. — Tl cobupaemscs 6POCUTh
MEHS B I'PSA3U?

V3-3a HepmocTaTKa CUJI (MJIM UX OTCYTCTBHUS) ST BOOOIIe HE MOT BCTATh.

— Y6mionoK, Ha3hIBaIOLIN 3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOTO YOIIIONKOM. .. II0X0Ke, 3TO TBOE JIIOOMMOe 3aHATHE,
— 3aMmetun [Ixelime JlaHHUCTED, BIOXKKB Me4 B HOXKHEI U IIarHYB Briepén. OH MOCMOTPEN MHE B
rJ1a3a, Clerka yabOHYJICS U IPOTSAHYN PYKy. — [laBall, TOMOTH MHE TTOIHSThCS.



4 npunopHsn 6POBb, PA3MBILIASA, HE OBIJIO JIU 3TO YJIOBKON... HO BCE PABHO IOMHSII PYKY.
OH yxBaTHIICS 3a HETO U IMOOHSI MEHS, HEMHOT'O COIIPOTUBIISASICh.

— VX THL... TH TSIKEMBIN OJI0 MabyuKa, — 3aMeTu [xeiMe JIaHHUCTED, ClIeTKa 3akIXasich U
TIOXJTOTIRIBAS MEHS TI0 TI/Ie4y. — A Temeps He Bemu cebs KakK Oypak, 9TO OMO30PUT ¥ Tebsi, ¥ MeHSI.

— Yry... TaK TH JEHMCTBUTEILHO JOPOKHUILID YECThIO?

— ... fl mpexnaraio BaM He 37I0yNIOTPEOISATH rocTENpUUMCTBOM KoporneBckoii ['aBanu, cup SOpUK, —
[xeriMe JlaHHUCTED CMEHUJ TEMY, ITOXJIONIaB MeHS II0 Ijiedy. — Y BaC HET IPUYUH OCTaBaThCs B
3TOM [IbIpE, a ¥ He CTOUT OHO TOTO, YUUTHIBAS BCE 3TU MeUH, KOTOphle OyIyT BEIHUMATh II0 HOYaM.
[Toe3xkaiiTe, TOCMOTPUTE MUP, UIIUTE IPUKIIOYEHUN U 3aBOIONTE MHOXKECTBO MOCIe0BaTeNeH,
co6Joast BCe CBOM KIISITBHL... CTAHbTE BeITMYANUIIIUM UCTUHHBEIM PHIIAPEM.

«He oOpeMeHsiit ce0s1 BOHBIO 3TOTO MECTA... IOTOMY 4YTO OHO JT00 YOLET TeO0s1, MO0 MOTIOTUT. Y TeOs
BEJIMKUY Jap... MBI BCe 9T0 Bunenu. byas To CeMb, TBOSI COOCTBEHHAS CHUJIa UM YTO-TO €IIE... THI
OEeCTBUATEJIbHO OCOOEHHEIN, BO3MOXKHO, IaXKe CaMEI 0COOEHHEIM MaJIbYMK U3 BCEX, KTO KOrga-1ubo
Oelan. Tel MOXKeIIb BIUATh Ha MUD TaK, KaK He MOTYT OPYTHUEe».

«Wou n coenai 9T70. U3MeHu MUP U OCTaBhb Haclenue, KOTOPOe HUKTO HE CMOXKET OCIIOPUTHY.
Cup [xeiiMe yIeIOHYJICS M OTBEPHYJICS, ellé pa3 000Apsolle MOX/I0NaB ero 1o Imjeyy.

Ero Gemnbiii mtall pa3BeBasiCcsl Ha BETPY, HUXKHSS MOJIOBUHA Obl/la UClTayKaHa I'Psi3blo, KOTHa OH
YXOMHUJL.

YecTHO rOBOPS... 3TO ObIT OTIMYHBINA COBET.
Ho... ecnu g ceriyac OTBEPHYCh, HE 0XBaTAT U CeMb KOPONEBCTB S3BIKU IIJTaMEHU BOUHBI?

KakuMm OBl OTTaCHEIM 3TO HU OBIIO, ST MOJIZKeH ORI MOAIepKKUBaTh MUP B KOPOJIEBCTBE. IMEHHO Tak
IOCTYIIUIT OBl HACTOSIIIUH PHITIAPE.

U 370... TO, UTO 4 co6npanc;{ COeJiaTk.

PoGept BapaTeoH 3axJonarn B 1afioliy, Kak OyATO IPSHY TPOM, ¥ BCTall, IPUBETCTBYS ero. «Cup
9npuk llITopMm, BOT 3T0 Mo¥ ManbuuK! CerogHs MBI JOJIXKHEI OTIIPA3qHOBATh 3TO B 3ajlaX KpacHoro
3aMKa!»

— ... Kpacuas Kpenocts? — mpobopMoTana s, mpunogusaB 0poBs. — Het, s 6yay B mopsiake...

«B aToT meHs cup dmpuk IIITOpM OTIpa3gHYET CBOE MOCBSIEHKE B PHIIapu B 3aax KpacHoro 3aMKa.
OH OynmeT nUpoOBaTh KaK KOPOJIb... HECUTE €r0, eCIU IPUAETCS!»

— IlomoxXOu... — yCMEeXHYJach s, TPUIIOAHSIB OPOBh, KOTA JTIF0U Havalld CITycKaThes. — ...

Tem BpeMeHEM HECKOJILKO KOPOJIEBCKUX I'BapfeiIleB CITyCTUINCE, YTOO 3a0paTh ero CHapsixKeHue 1
BEPHYTb €0 B JIarepk.

— Twi Toponuibcs, — 3aMeTun [JopuaH, Habmonas, Kak ApTyp Bo3BpalllaeTcs B jarepb. — COexar ¢
copeBHOBaHUU? HeT, Thl CAUIIKOM TOPA A1 3TOro. ['me TBOM Med... a?

"T®BI CIIUIIIKOM MHOT0 0OJITaells",



[Toka ApTyp cobupan cBou Bemu, [JopruaH IPHUCTaBUI KMHKAJ K €Tr0 TOpIy.
— Hy Xe, He TOpOIIKCE TakK.
— Trl gymaets, 51 Tebst 6010Ch?

— Mynpbiit 4enoBeK ObLT OFL... TIYIIBIM MaJIbYHUIIKOM, a MOXKeT, 1 HeT. — [[lopuaH yKe OblJI TOTOB
METHYTb €eIl€é ONUH HOXK. — [loyeMy TH He ¢ OIpuKOM? A Hy, BEIKIagbiBall. f oueHb MI000IBITHEIM.

— Jppuk... yousan mofei B 6010, — 0TBeTUN APTyp, Clerka HaxMypuBIIUCh. — [loJiaraio, OH TakXke
yOuBa Jfofeii, KOTOphle yKe CAaIuCh... OH uX youBas. Kak s MOT CTOSTE PSIOM C TAKAM YeJI0BEeKOM?

— Jlyumve peillapu — Nydinvde yOunis,, ApTyp, — paccMmesisicst [lopraH, Kadasi rojioBoit. — Th
3agyMalcs O TOM, TouyeMy JOPUK UX yOus, Uiy npocto ybexkas, Kak 6e3pacCyaHbIN MalbuuIlKa?

«MMeert nu 9T0 3HAaUeHue? Kakas mpuynHa MOXKeT ObITh IOCTAaTOYHO BECKOM [iJis yOuNCTBa B ipake?»

«Tako¥ CUITbHBIM YeJIOBEK MHOTHA U30 BCEX CHUJI CTapaeTCs HAWTH HieasbHbIHM OalaHC: YIapUTh
OOCTAaTOYHO CHUJIBHO, YTOOBI MOOEIUTh MPOTUBHUKA... HO IIPKU 9TOM IOCTATOYHO C1a00, YTOOHI BEIXKHUTD.
Tem He MeHee, OpUK He cTan Obl yOrBaTh 6€3 TPUYUHLL. KTO-TO [0MKeH OBIJT pa3Keyb B HEM 3TOT
yKacawIliui OTOHb... MTHTePECHO, UTO e MPOU30IIIIO0?»

<<Hy... 00JIbIIIe IT0JIOBUHEI Y4aCTHHUKOB HaﬁpOCI/IHI/ICb Ha Hero ¥ IOBaJIMIN Ha 3eMJII0, n301uBas oo
IMOTEePH CO3HAHUI».

"A".JlopraH KUBHYII

«3aTeM... ImporpeMeIsr rpoM, 1 MOJIHUA yOapHila B HETO... a IOTOM Ha4alldChb PE€3HA, HACKOJIBKO A
IIOMHIO».

— Ax... — JlopuaH paccMesiicsi, youpasi opyKue B HOXKHEL. — [[0JI?KHO OBITh, OH YOUJI TEX, KTO €T0
OKpyxXkaJs. Pa3Be Thl He CYUTAEIIh 3TO OECUECTHBIM?

— BecuecTHbIH... fa, HO JOCTOUH JIX TaKOU IIOCTYIIOK CMEPTHU?

«Ecnu a1y mony MOTyT BeCTH ce0si Tak 6ecuecTHO, Ha BUAY Y THICSY I'Jla3... YTO OHU MOTYT CHejlaTh B
OIMHOYKY, B KOMIIaHMYU CBOUX JIIOfIe!, IPOTUB HeBUHHLIX? [TomyMan, ApTyp, nogymai. OHH
npoOyOuiIn SPOCTh JOPHUKA U BCE, UTO C Hel CBA3aHO. f OBl He CTall BUHUTh MajlbuuKa».

— ... Moxert ObITh, — APTyp 0TBen B3risan. — Ho...

«JIOPUK — XOPOIIX MalIb4uK C HOOPHIM CEPAILIEM... HO ¥ HETO eCTh Jap, KOTOPHIU SIBIAETCS U
6marocnoBenueM, U TPoKIsiTueM. OH CUIIEH U TTOJIOH OTHSI. ITOT OTOHb MOXKET TBOPUTH BEJIMKHE
iefia, @ MOXKeT TBOPUTH Y2KaCHHBIE BEIH, KOTHa IIPeBpaliaeTcs B 6eCCMBICIIEHHYIO IPOCTh. ECnu ThI
ceryac yUIENb... 3Ta IpOCTh OyIeT elé yKacHee».

«... X0Ts1 3TO TBOM BHIOOD, ManbyuK. OTKaXkKEIIbCS JIU TH OT APYKObI U3-3a JIIOfIel, KOTOPHIX
TIOOKYIIUIN, YTOOE HAMEPEeHHO MOTyOUTh DpUKa, UM TOMMEIIb €T0 TOUKY 3PEHUS U BCTAaHeIlb Ha
€r0 CTOPOHY?»

IlopuaH ymen mom0upaTh CJI0BA, 3aCTaBIIsIsi APTypa MepecMOTPeTh CBOe PelleHue.

— 41... TOTOBOPIO C HUM elIE Pas.



B cBeTe IIpa3gHHUKA MaJi0 KOT'O BOJTHOBAJIX TPYIIEI Ha 3€MIJIe. JIrooy Ha 3TOM 3eMJjle eWCTBUTEILHO
OBLITH DUKUMM, KaK OBl OHM HU MBEITAJIUCh 9TO CKDPBHITh. OHu TI00UIH CMEPTE.

Oppuka lITopma geiCTBUTENBHO IIPOHECIa OrpoMHas Tojma npsaMo B KpacHyo KpenocTs... u,
0Ka3aBIIUChH TaM, OH MCKYIAJICs, HAIUJICS U MUPOBaJ Kak Koposb. OH OBIJT CAMBIM CYACTJIUBHIM U3
BCeX, KOTro 4 3Hasl. [1o ero coGCTBEHHEIM ClI0BaM, eMy OBLIO IIJIeBaTh Ha BCE.

B cBeTe IIpeacTodiero IMpa3gHruKa OH 06péJ’I BTOPO€ ObIXaHHE... BOJIOYa cBO€E OemHOe Teso Bnepén Ha
YUCTOM aJp€eHaJInHe, BOJIe U IIbAHAIIEM TOIIJINBE.

W, yuuThIBasi, YTO OH OBLI TOBOJILHO IIbSIH... OH OBITI Topa3mo 60yee 9KCIIPeCCUBEH B BEIPAXKEHUM
CBOMX 3MOIMH. Puiyiep BHyTpu HEro mpobymusics.

— Murnenu, He co0Iar0BOJIUTE JIM BBl IIOTAHIIEBATH C 3THUM CKPOMHBIM pHILIapeM?

Onpuk lItopMm mpennoxun Cance CTapk PyKy U cepflle, K O0IbIIOMY YIUBIIEHUIO BCEX IIPH BOpe. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa Onlnia HeBecTou [Ixkodpdpu BapareoHa, KOTOPOro MHOTHE CUUTAIHU €r0 TJIaBHEIM
conepuukoM. Canca CTapk po6Ko 1momasna eMy pyKy, clierka mokpacHes. [1o mpaBae roBops, OHa
BOCXUIIIazach €ro BEICTYIIJIEHUEM KaK B CTpeNib0e U3 yKa, TaK U B pyKomaiHoM 6010. X0TsI OH
coBepIan 6ecyecTHHIE MTOCTYNKH, YTOOH 00ecriedunTs cebe mobeny, oT yOuKCTBa jomanei (X0Ts 9T0
menaayd MHOTHE) 10 MEeTaHUs HOXKel, OH ObII HEOTPA3UMO BIIACTHHIM M PEIIUTeIbHEIM. MOoI0omoi,
IbSIBOITLCKY KPACUBLIM, 00aATEIbHEINA, CUJIBHEIN... B HEM OBIJIO BCE, 0 YEM TOJIBKO MOTJIA MEYTaTh
neBymka. Kpome Toro, on 6s11 yomogkoM. OgHaKO faXxe 9Ta yOI0moYHas OUKOCTh fefana ero
nep3koe obastHUe ené 601ee CUITbHEIM.

IOxohdpu bapaTeon Hab0MaM CO CTOPOHEI, C TPYAOM CKPBIBask 3aKUIAIOUIUN BHYTPHU THEB, U
XpyCTeNl BUHOTPagAHOM.

OH moOuIICs BOCXUIIEHUS CBOETO OTIIA, OH MOOUIICS BOCXUINEHUS ¥ OMOOPEHUS ITPOCTOTIONUHOB
Kopomnesckoi 'aBaHMu... a Tenepb OH N0OKUBAJICS TIOOBH CBOEH HEBECTHI!

9TOT mep3KuM yomonok... [:xohdpu xoTenn pa3opBaTh ero Ha 4aCTH, ecjiu Obl MOT.

Haxe Oymyuy MbSHBIM U PaHeHBIM, OpuK CTOPM COXPaHSI KOOPOUHAIIWIO ¥ PaBHOBECHE, KaK OyaTOo
OBLT He OT MUpa Cero, KOTfia OH INar 3a Iarom Imeén B Hory ¢ CaHcoit CTapk u KpyXKuj e€ B TaHIIe...
HaKJIOHSISICh, YTOORI ITOIIeJI0BATh, KOTIa OHA HAKJIOHSIAaCh B OTBET. 3aMETHUB, YTO OHA 3aKphlia I'71a3a,
OH OTCTYTIHJI, YCMEXHYBIINCEH, ¥ CHOBA 3aKPyXKHUJI €€.

"BbI CTIMIIIKOM HETEPIIEIUBH, MUJIeOu".
OH oTmyCcTH €ee, Clerka MOKJIOHUBIIUCE.
"Cnacubo... TaHIIeBaTh CO MHOM".

Canca Ctapk nokpacHesna OT cMylneHus, dggapn Ctapk cierka HaxMypuJics... X0TS OH
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI 001erdenue, korga Pobept bapaTteoH BEIIITIOHYJ CBOM HAIIUTOK, BOSMYTHUBILIUCEH
noBefeHueM Onpuka. Ogpuk LITopM npopoiKan B TOM ke AyXe... OH BCTYIUI B COCTSI3aHUE 110
BBEINIKUBKE ¢ TopocoMm u3 Mupa u nobenns, NpofeMOHCTPUPOBaB II0Pa3uTENbHYI0 CTOUKOCTh. OH
BCTynuI B 60pr0y Ha pyKax ¢ [IcoM mocne Toro, kak PobepT mompocusn ero o0 3TOM... ¥ TIOYTH
no6enun! OH TPOOEMOHCTPUPOBAI eIllé HECKOIBKO COBPEMEHHBIX TPUEMOB, HabUpasiCh CUJI TIPU
KOPOJIEBCKOM [BOPE U 3aCTaBJIAsl APYTUX CIIEOBaTh €ro IpUMepy.

B o6mem, oH OB OyIION ITPa3gHUKA, U BCEe 9TO 3HAJIH.



Ixoddpu, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO IPUBJIEKATEIHHYIO BHEIIHOCTD, IEMCTBUTEIBHO YCTYIIal CUPY DAPUKY
OItopmy.

[To3xkKe OH IpoIeN MUMO 3aUHTPUTOBaHHOU Cepcen JIaHHUCTED.

— BbI 3a6B1TH 0 BEXKJIMBOCTU? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, IPUIOTHSB OPOBb U IIPUCTAIBHO TIISIS HA HETO
U3YMPYOHBIMU TTIa3aMHu.

— Ax... {1 myman, Thl TPEANOYTENb, YTOOH 51 Te0ST UTHOPUPOBAJ, — YCMeXHYycs Iapuk CTopMm,
1I04YecaB 3aThIIOK.

"Hy?" OHa mocMoTpesia BHU3, IPOTATUBAS PYKY.

OnpuK moxar njedaMy, Cllerka HaKJIOHUBIIKCEH, YTOOHI IOIeNI0BaTh el pyKy. EMy nokasanochk
CTPaHHABIM, YTO OHA CIPAIIUBAeT ero 00 3TOM... HO OH He CTajl 0000 3ayMbIBaThCS.

— Brl npocTuTe MeHs, Bama CBeTnocTs? — Supuk CTOpM ciieTkKa yABIOHYICS, TTISAsS BBEpX. — A
[oKeH ObLI TONIPUBETCTBOBATh BaCc IMYHO. YPOK Ha Oynylnee, He COMHEBAOCh...

“To1 mporen, Igpuk lItopm".
OH BCTa, IIsasa B CTOPOHY.

— INomarato, 3To cep, Bairta MumocTs, — OH CJileTKa YXMBIIbHYIICSI, YYBCTBYS Ce0sT HEMHOTO JIeP3KO.
— Ecnu BB 0XKuaeTe OT MEHSI BeXKJIUBOCTH, BB TOXKE NOJIXKHHEI BeCTU ce0s1 0UIMasIbHO... MHAYe 3TO
OymeT HEMHOTO JTMLIEMEPHO, He TaK Ju?

— Kone4Ho, 9T0 Tak, Malblll-phlliaps, — yaeOHyIacs Cepces JlaHHUCTED, IPOXOAS MUMO HETO. —
[Toiiném, s X094y ¢ TOOOM IIOTOBOPUTb.

IIKTO?II
"Cup Onopuk".

— He 3Halo, yero Eé CBeTI0CTh X04UeT OT MeHS... HO, [Toj1arao, s ObUT OBl TIYIILIOM, eCJTi Obl
BO3paxKal.

[Ixerme JlaHHUCTED Clem0OBal 3a HUM I10 nATaM, ¥ OOpukK LITopM Ha MTHOBEHUE YCOMHUJICS B
IIPaABUIILHOCTH CBOUX pellleHui. B Takom cocTosiHuu [I3KeriMe MOT Ol JIETKO IIPUKOHYUTD €T0
HECKOJIbKUMHU yAapaMu. B To xke BpeMs... 3T0 ObIJI0 OB CTUIIIKOM JIETKOM Jo0Obueli. Pobept BapaTeon
He YIIyCTUJI OBl TAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH.

B komn1ie KoH1I0B Cepcest JTaHHUCTeP cella B KpaCHBOM KOMHATe ¢ 6aTKOHOM, IPUKAa3aB eMy
0CTaBaThLCS CTOSTh.

«Harmeit MHe HEMHOT'0 BUHA, MaJlbIII-PHIAPh», — IIPUKa3ajia OHa, CJIeTKa YILIOHYBIIKCS.

— ... — Oppuk CTOpM HaKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY, IPUIIONHSAB OpoBb. — ECM BaM HYKeH BUHOYEPIIN, BBl
HaBepHsIKa HalieTe KOoro-Hubynb 0oJiee MOOXOAAIIETO0 AT 3Toi nenu. S BouH, Bama CBETIOCTE.

— Kakas momnp3a oT BorHa B camy? OH [IOKEH Hay4YUThCS YIIPABIISATh U cafioM, — 3aMeTuna Cepces
JlaHHUCTED, yNHI0AsICh U CKIIOHUB I'OJIOBY HA00OK. — CMUPHUCE... TH BCE elllé He Ooiee yeM OacTap.

— OTO HECJI0KHO, — 3aMeTun [IxKeriMme JlaHHUCTED.



OOpuK 3aKaTuj riasa U Halaua HeMHOTo BuHa a7 Cepceu JIaHHUCTED.
— XM... y Te0Os TOBOJIbHO HEeXKHBEIe PYKU [JIT MajibYyMKa C CUJION BellMKaHa.
— Bpsig nu s 3ax04y ciaydalHO 4TO-HUOYOb pa30uTh, — OTBETUI DAPUK, OTCTYIIasl Ha3af.

— W BCE Xe THI yOUII CKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK... IEeCATh... ABaAIaTh? — crnpocuna Cepces JlaHHUCTED. —
Tpunuats? [Tonaraio, Bce y4acTHUKM U3 ffoMa OpeeB norubnu. Y Tebs Oblyia HacTOAIIas BEHOETTA.
Ha TBoéM MecTe s OBl He e30uiI B Peuntie 3eMIu. ..

— HecuacTHbIe clly4au CIy4aloTCs, — OTBETHUIN 5, CJIerKa yIBOHYBIINCE. — XOTS S COMHEBAIOCh, YTO
noru6110 OB TAK MHOTO JIIOfeH, ecnu OB 5T He OB TaK CUJTbHO pa3rHEBaH. B 3TOM... s mymalo, BHHOBAT
KTO-TO U3 MOUX OITM3KHUX.

«J10BONBHO Cepre3HOE 00BUHEHUE, — ycMexHyack Cepces JlaHHUCTED, IOTATHBasA BUHO. — M BCE
ke THl o6enui. He6o packononock OT MOJIHUM, ¥ TOPOA 3aTOMMUII 0K b, ITOKa JIIOAU Mafalid OfUH 3a
OPYTUM, KpU4Ya OT OMHOM CTOPOHBI 1OJIs 10 Apyroi. KakoBo 9T0 ObII0... 0671a7aTh TAKOW CUIION?»

— YepToBCKH MOTPSICAIOIIE, — YECTHO OTBETUIT IAPuKy CTopMy. — 1 gyBcTBOBaM cels
HenoO0eqUMEIM.

"Tak 3T0 OBIJIO CIeTaHO HaMepeHHOo?"

— Hy... 5 ¥ cam TOJIKOM He 3Hal0, YTO IPOU30IIIO0. f IPOCTO 3Hat, 4To Oyps coennana MeHsI CUIbHEE.
— Oppuk CTopM mozKarl IiedyaMu.

«YKe pacrpoCTPaHUIUCh CIIYXH, YTO Thl OarocnoBieHa CeMEpPKOi, YTO TH BefibMa, o6afaoras
cunoy YToHyBIIero bora, 4To TH IePEPOXKAEHHBIM BOKH... TaK MHOTO IIPeAnonoxenuii. B
3aBHCHMOCTH OT TOT'0, KaK UCKa3UTh IIpaBay, Te0sS MOTYT CUMTATh BeJIMYAUIIUM [epOeM UJIA CaMbIM
TEMHBIM U3 IE€MOHOB. MyXUYWHBHI, JKEHIIUHE ¥ IeTH CKJIOHHBI BOCXUINATHCS WU O0SITHCS TOTO, YET0
He TOHUMAIOT».

— MHe BCE paBHO, YTO AYMAIOT ApPyTHe, — JOPHUK I0XKaJs mjaedaMu. — ¢ mobenun... ¥ TOYKa.

«Ecnu mpaBa uCKaxkeHa C IeJIbl0 cienaTh U3 Tebs JeMoHa, HeBaxKHO, BO UTO ThI Bepullb. Korma Bce
JIIOOY B MUPE B cTpaxe 00HaXKalT IPOTUB TeOS CBOM MEYH... YTO Thl MOXKEIIb CIeIaTh?»

— V6eit ux Bcex, — MPOCTO O0TBeTUN IApUK CTOPM MbSIHHIM T'0j1I0cOM. — JI1060¥ IPUAYPOK, KOTOPHIA
HACTOJIBKO TJIYTI, YTO BEPUT B 3TO, 3aC/IyKUBAeT CMEPTH.

— ... — paccMmesnack Cepces Jlanauctep. — T Bcerya Takoy 3a0aBHBIN?
— TONBKO KOrfia o IbsH... KaXeTCA, — YCMeXHYJICS JOpUK CTOpM.
«BrI Korma-HUOYObh 3alyMBIBAIUCh, KaKOM Oblna ObI Ballla XKM3Hb, €CJIU OBl BBl ObITM YMCTOKPOBHBIM?»

«/lcTUHHOE POXKIEHUE... ECTECTBEHHOE POXKIEHHUE... UEPT, 3TO HE UMeeT 3HAaUYeHus. I BCE paBHO
ocTaHych co00i. Bce MOMXKHEBI [yMaTh, UTO MHE IIJIeBaTh Ha TO, YTO 51 YONIIOOOK, XOTS Ha CaMOM fefie
3TO He Tak. [I719 MeHs 3T0 6yarocioBeHue! f MOTy JXeHUTHCS Ha KOM 3aX04y, MOTY OTIIPaBUThCS
KyZla 3aX04y, XOTh Ha Kpail cBeTa... { MOry yMepeTh B KaKOH-HUOyOb KaHaBe, U HUKOMY He OyIeT [0
atoro gena. [I7s MeHst 9To cBoOoma». 1 HelCTBUTENIbHO MOTY [eNlaTh TO, YTO X04y."

— Heyxenu? Heyxenu Tel MoxKelllb TpaBuTh CeMbio KoposeBcTBaMu Kak Oactapn? Heyxkenu Th
MOXKeIb TogunHuTh cebe KoponeBcTBo? — cmpocuina Cepces.



— ITpaBuTh...? — ycMexuyscs Iapuk CTopM, Kadas rojioBoi. — IlocmegHee, 4eM s X04y 3aHUMAThCS
B CBOEM JKW3HU, — 3TO IIPABUTh, HAXOISICh HA CAaMOM [HEe ¥ CJIMIIKOM paHo ymupas. [IpencTaBbTe,
YTO BBl TPATUTE OCTATOK CBOEM XKU3HU HA TO, YTOOBI PYKOBOOUTh KYUKOM ITPOOAKHEIX TPUIYPKOB U
IBITAaTHCSA cHenaTh KoposeBcTBO NTydlile, KOTa IOJI0OBUHA JIIO[EN TaM X04eT, YToOkl KOpoHa Onlna y
Bac Ha rosose. [IpefcraBbTe, YTO GOMBIIYIO0 YaCTh CBOEW KM3HU B IPOBOJUTE B OOHOM 3aJle, He
uMest BO3MOXKHOCTH YBUAETh MUD, KOTHa 3aXOTHUTE... 3TO ITPOCIaBIeHHAas TIOPbMA, PacCIIuTas
30JI0TOM ¥ JPAroIieHHLIMYU KaMHSIMU. ¢ OBl HUKOTHA He CTasl ofiBepraTh ce6s TaKOMY HepbMYy.

«KoHeYHo, s X04y MOBNUATL HAa MUP... HO 3TO BIIUSHUE HUKOTTA He OYHOEeT CBA3aHO C 3TUM
YPOIITUBEIM CTYJIOM>».

— TBI CIUIIKOM YHCTa AJIS 3TOr0 ABOpa, — yiasiOHYymack Cepcest JIlaHHKUCTED, HOMUBAST BUHO. —
IuKkas, HO Takas yucTas. Thl He CTPEMHUIIbCS K BJIACTH... UJIU Thl 0YEHb XOPOIIasi ATYHbS. XOTS
MYKYHUHBI, KaK ITPABUIO, TOHMMAIOT BJIACTh, TOJILKO KOTla MOCTUTaloT e€. Tebe eIlé mpefcTOUT I10-
HACTOSIIEMY e€ pacipoOoBaTh.

«MHe 3TO KaXKeTCs CKY4YHBIM... YTO OBI 51 CTajl AeaTh? 3aCTaBISATh JTIOfeH TPEKJIOHSTh IIepeio MHOM
KOJIEHW ¥ BOCXBAJISITh MeHs? Y MeHS HET Ha 3TO BDEMEHU ».

Ixenme JlanHUCTED paccMesncs. «OH TaKOU Xke, Kak 51, CecTpa>.

«XOTb THI ¥ YOIIIOOOK, HO OBICTPO cTas mobuMuukoM PobepTa. Th MpaBaa AyMaelllb, YTO TEIEepPh OH
IO3BOJIUT Tebe meaTh BCE, YTO TH 3aX04elb?» — cipocuia Cepces JlanuucTep. «Ilomaraim, oH MOT
Obl HaWTU Tebe mapy».

— Yro?.. — ycMexHyca dupuk. — CocTsa3aHue A MeHs? d OBl 0TKa3ascs.

— B TBOEM ManeHbKOM Ceppeyke yxKe KTO-TO eCTh? — Cepcesi JJaHHUCTED HaKJIOHUIA TOOBY, IO
€My B I'J1a3a.

— Hy... MmoxeT ObITh, — Oxpuk CTOpPM OTBeJ B3rjsAf. — B m060M ciydae, 51 OB He TIO3BOJIUII EMY
BHE3aITHO HayaTh BeCTH cebs KaK MOM OTell ¥ IIepecTynaTh 4epe3 MeHs.

«OH — KOpOJIb... IO TBOETO OTLa», — 3asBuia Cepces JlanHUCTEp. «TH yXKe MpUHSTIA ero 00eBon
MOJIOT, THI IIPHHSIJIA €T0 APYTHe Oapkl, THl IPUHSIIA €ro MOXBay... KaKoil y Te0st BEIOop?»

«YemnoBekK, C KOTODPEIM 51 PEelly IMPOBECTH OCTATOK CBOEM XKHU3HU, — 3TO pelienue TOJIbKO OJIsi MeHA U
HHU OJId KOTO OPYTOro... HUKTO HE MO2KET 3aCTaBUTh MEHI. Ecnu oH momeITaeTcs, g IIPpOCTO yﬁﬂy "
Oo7bIme HHUKOT'Ia He IIOABIIIOCH».

«... Tel pemuTenes. Jaxe muno. [IeBylka, KoTopas Te0e HpPABUTCS, [OIXKHO OBITh, 0COOeHHas. B
mo60M ciydae, DOJIKHO OBITh, 3aMedaTeIbHO HMETh BOJII0, YTOOBI CAaMOMY BCE pelllaTh».

— IIpenecTtu He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHOTO, Bama CBeTocts. To caMoe HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOE POXKIEHNUE,
3a KOTOPOEe BCE MEHS CTHIOMAT...

«MWpOM MPABSAT MYKYWHEI, TAKOB IOPSIOK BEIIEH... ThI AYMAEIllb, YTO ¥ HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOH
neBouykH Oblnta OBl TBOSI CBOOOHA?» — cripocuna Cepcest JlaHHUCTED.

«BHITh XKEHITUHON MOXKET OBITh [IOBOJILHO TSIXKEJI0, HO B TO K€ BPeMS 3TO MOXKET OBITh U
6marocnoBenueM. S He X049y HUKOT'O OOMIETH, HO 3a BCIO CBOIO KU3HbB 5T BUHEJ TOJIBKO OTHY
JKEHIIMHY, KOTopasi TPeHUPOBAJIach IOYTH TaK Ke YCePOHO, KaK 1. BOJBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX IIPOBOMAST
CBOIO XKHU3Hb, BHIIOJIHSS HECITOXKHbIE 3aayuH... B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Y KaXI0T0 U3 HAC eCTh CBOU



CUJIbHBIE CTOPOHEI, 1 MBI HE TOJIZKHEI ITBITATHCA KOHKYPHUPOBATE B TOM, B YEM MBI CJIa0BI».

«Ecmu 661 MyK4YMHB eV CTBUTENILHO YTHETAIN U IIPaBUJIK XKEHIMHAMY, Pa3Be He [NOMKHBI OHU OBIITN
OBl BMECTO 3TOTO OTIIPABJIAThL UX HA BOMHY?» — pasMBIIUILT IApUK CTOPM, CMeSCh. «ITO OB He

cpaboTaso, He Tak au? MEI IOTOHSIEM APYT Apyra B XKu3HU. MyXK4YuHa CpaxaeTcs U 00ecreyrBaer,
JKeHIIHa 3a00TUTCS 0 3aMKe MyXKYUHEL. TakK YK YCTPOEHO... TaK OOJBIIMHCTBO U3 HAC U POOUIIUCHY.

— ... TBI IOBOJIBHO MY[p AJIS MaJib4¥Ka, KOTOPOMY BCEro fAecsTh neT. — Cepcest JlaHHUCTED
yNbIOHYTach ¥ B3MaxHYyJla 30JI0TUCTEIMU BojocaMu. — [ToueMy Ovl Tebe He BCTynuTh B KoponeBcKyio
TBapOuio?

— «... Koponesckas reapauda?» — OOpPUK B3T/ISAHYI Ha [[XKerMe, KOTOPBIM [TI0Kayas roiosoi. Cepces
IIOBEPHYJIaCh K HEMY U HaXMypHUIIaCh.

«He pa3odapoBbiBaiiTe MajiburKa. OH MOXKET IIPOCJIaBUTH Ballly AparoneHHy KoposaeBcKyio
rBapauio...»

— [IpuHecu eMy cllaBy IOCJIE€ TOTO, KaK IIpuBe[ellb CBoux cobak, — 3ameTun [Ixkeime JIaHHUCTED,
Kaydas roymoBor. — Cup MepuH, MaTh TBOIO, TpaHT U BCe OCTalbHEIE, KpOMe cupa bappucrana... Cup
ApTyp nepepesain OBl X BCEX JIEBOM PYKOMU, a IPaBOM CXOAUII OBl IO HYXKTE.

9ppuk CtopMm ycMexHyJcsa. — BepHo... KTo Takass Mepus TpaHT?

«He roBopuTe, 4TO S He IBITAJICS MIPHBIIeYh HACTOSAIIAX TaJaHTOB...»
«CKOpee, CMa3aHHBIN TaJlaHT. JAPUK CIIPaBUICS OBl TOPa3[o JIydllle caMm».

— I'me e1é oH MOT TPEHUPOBATHLCS ¢ TOOOU? — crpocuina Cepces JlaHHUCTED.
«IToueMy OHa moffepKUBaeT MEHI...?»

«DIPUKY He HYXKHO, YTOOHI 51 lepKaj ero 3a PyKy».

— TeMm He MeHee... — Cepcesd JlanHuCTep cxBaTula Iapuka llITopMa 3a /1eByw0 pyKy, KOrpa BCTasa.
— Ecnu BB X0THTE OCcTaThcsa B KoponeBckoi ['aBaHu, 0 Bac OymyT XOpoIIo 3a00TUTHCS, TTOKA BB
BEPHHEI KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe. BaM He HYKHO 00STHCS KMHKAJIOB B HOYH. ..

— 9TO MOYTH 3BYYUT Tak, OyATO MHE IENCTBUTEIHHO HYKHO X O0ATHCS.
"THI CTTUIIKOM IIeHeH, YTOOH yOuTh Te0s, MaJleHbKH phillaph".

Onmpuk IlITopMm crnerka mokpacHesn. OH muTan c1abocTs K 67oHAUMHKAM... a Cepces JlanHuUCTep Oblla
6onee yeM KpacuBa. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO OH 3HAJI, YTO Y HEE JEPHMOBHIH XapaKTep, ee ClIafiKue
cioBa ObUIM TOMOOHHL SIAY [T €eT0 CEPALA.

— AX... Xa... BepHO. [lymar, MHe 11opa AOMOHX...
"IxxeriMu, obecrieyb eMy HafijiexKalllee COIIPOBOXKAeHUe" .

«KT0-TO cTpaHHO IIpHUBsA3aH K e€ yonoaky PobepTy», — 3ameTun [Ixelime JIaHHUCTED, CIIeTKa
HAaXMYyPUBIIUCH, KOTHOa BEPHYJIICS.

"He cnuimkoM peBHYH K MaJIbUMKy, KOTOPOMY Ir'of U gecsATh". Cepces JJaHHUCTEDP yCMEXHYyIach,
pasbIrphiBas MIyTKY. "4 MPOCTO BOCXUILIAIOCh €ro Cuiiol. Pa3se He OBIJI0 OB TO30POM [JI TAKOTO



TalaHTa 3abpecTu B INylb? MoXeTe U Bl IPENCTaBUTh, KAKUM MOT'YIIECTBEHHEIM OH MOXKET CTaTh,
KOTTIa BHIPACTET MYKYKMHOH ... HUKTO Ha moje 6051 He cMor OBl eT0 yaepKaTh, He TOBOPS yKe 0 Cyre.
KoponeBckou reapauul Hy2K€H TakKou 4eloBek."

«MoeMy ChIHY TOHAHOOUTCS TaKO# YejoBeK, Korma PoOepT yMpeT».

— Kaxk To gymaenns, [[:xxkohdpu noHpaBUTCA, €CIU IAPUK CTaHET ero KOPOJIEBCKUM IBaphennemM? —
cupocun [xelime, TpUnopHsaB 6poBb. — [IepBEIM IPUKa30M, KOTOPBIYA OH OTHa OB KaK KOPOJIb, GBIIO
Obl IpUKa3aTh €My CIPHITHYTH C TOABEMHOTO MOCTa Kpenoctu Melropa.

— IIxxobdpu MoxkeT ORITH KECTOKKMM, HO OH He [ypak. Pa3Be THl He BUJIEI €T0 BO IBOPE PaHbIle?
"Ixohdpu TperupoBanca?"

«XOTb OH ¥ HEHABUAUT €T0, HO BOCXUILAETCSI UM He MeHbIle. IOPUK — 3T0 PobepT, mepepoauBIIniCs
3aHOBO», — 3aMeTuna Cepces Jlanauctep. «Het, maxe cunbHee U 3HauuTeIbHee. OH caMblid
MOJIOIOM PHILIAPh... HEe Tak Jau? M 3T0 3aCiyKeHHOE PHILIapCTBO».

— Mnapme [leiimona bnakdatipa, — KuBHyn [IxKeiMe. — Manb4uKy He CIEAyeT THUTh B TAKOM
MecTe...

<<BYJIYU.[€€ OCTa€eTCs HeOHpeHeHéHHHM... HO €CJIN ThI, YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM OH BOCXUIIIAETCs 00JIbIIe
BCEro, MpoaoJIZKHIIb ero OTBeprarkb...»

"Motit BEIOOp OB cHieNiaH, KOTAa s IIOCBSITUII €T0 B PHILlapu”.

— Tol Tak B 3TOM yBepeH? — Cepces JlaHHUCTEp IIpuXKanach K HEMY.

— Ia, — [IxetiMe JlaHHUCTED yOpan e€ pyKy. — {1 COBEPIIEHHO YBEpEH.
"Takas noreps".

Cepces JlaHHUCTED BHIJISIeNIa pa304apOBaHHON ¥ OTBEPHYJIaCh OT HETO.

«Hep, 1 KOpOJIb... TAaK 4YTO S MOTY [ieJlaTh BCE, 4TO 3axouy». Tem BpeMeHeM PobepT BapaTeon
OecemoBaj HaeAuHE CO CBOUM JIYYIIUM ApyroM dumapaoM CTapkoM. «HTo, eciu 51 y3aKOHIO
MaJIbYHuKa?»

— 4 3Halo, JTaHHUCTEPH Ipe3upanu Okl MeHs, HO pa3Be OHU yKe He IIPe3upaloT? — pacCMesyics
PoGepT. — OapuK Obs1 OBl MHE JOCTOWHBIM ITpeeMHUKOM. [IpeficTaBbTe... KTO OBl BOCCTAN IIPOTHB
Hero? OH Ovl ynpaBinsn aTuMu CeMbio KoponeBcTBaMu ropasmo nyudile, 4yeM . 3abynbTe o [Ixodde,
BBEIZIAMTE OHY U3 CBOUX fouepel 3a dfpuka, 1 Bceé 6ymet xopoiuo. Ecnu JlaHHUCTepH 0OHaXaT Meuu,
MBI BMECT€E COKPYILIUM X, KaK B CTapkle J0oOpHe BpeMeHa!

«MoxeTe NI Bl IPEICTABUTh MOETO MajbuuKa B 1moje? OH Obl1 ObI TPO30# 7151 JTI060T0 MYKUYKUHBL! »
— ... THI IEUCTBUTEIPHO 3TOTO X0Uelllb? — cIpocuil Jgaaprn CTapk.

«Y Jmpuka mobpoe cepflie... TH ciblan uctopuu u3 llItopmosoro [Ipemena? Y Hero ecThb
coOCTBeHHAsT MajieHbKasi ePEeBYINKa, OH CHOEeJIall HECKOJIbKO YCIEITHBIX BIOKEeHNUH Ha BHIPYYEHHEBIE
IeHbI'Y U IpeBpaTun 6oyee MOIOBUHEI JII0fIel B CBOMX IOKJIOHHUKOB. BOT 9T0 OyAymuit Koposb. YTo
TAKOT0 IIPUMeYaTeNIbHOT'0 CHeJIal 3TOT 30JI0TOBOJIOCHY YOIIIOMOK B CBOEH KU3HU?»

«MHe HykHO, 4TOOBI THI ITOfepKasl MeHs B 9ToM, Hex. Korga npuméT meHs, u 1 yMPY WU YATY C



9TOTO KEJIE3HOTO TPOHA... 51 X04Y, UTOOHI [T0CTIe MEHS MPUIIEN HACTOSLUIUN MyKUUHA».

— ... d mopnepxy Tebs, — Snmapn Ctapk KuBHYJNI. — Ho TH HOnMXKeH MOHUMAaTh, B KaKyl0 OIIaCHOCTh
THI IIOABEPTaellb CBOEr0 MaabynKa.

— 4 moHMMal0... HO 9TO JYYIINH IIar BIEPE.

«ITpoceimaics, mpockinaucs... IIpuHI SOpuK».

IopuaH BHIIIZIECHY BEAPO XOIOQHOM BOAKI B TUI0 DOPUKY, MITHOBEHHO pPa30yauB ero.
"4ro 3a...4yepT".

«IIpocemaiics, yxe yTpo. CerogHst Thl IPUHIL».

"ThI H3EeBaeIbLCT".

Onpuk CTOpPM IOKayaJsl T0JI0BOM, BCE eI€ UCIEITHIBAS CUIBHOE TOJIOBOKPYKEHUE TOCIIe MPOIIIOH
HOun. Bcé ero Teno 6osesno ¢ roI0BH 40 HOT, M €My He XOTeJI0Ch IBUTaThCsA. OH GBUT MOTHOCTLIO OET
B YEPHYIO OfEeXKMIY U MeIJIeHHO CeJl.

"Tme Aptyp?"

[IBeps pacmaxHynach, 1 bpaiic, Ponan 1 ApTyp MOKIOHUIUCH.

"Io6poe yTpo, IPUHI] DOPUK".

— Brl, pebsiTa, THETE BpeMs, — paccMesiicsa OOpHUK. — f cepxKaHT, a He IPUHIIL.

— Her, aTo mpaBpaa, Mo¥ mpuHIl. HOBOCTH pacIpOCTPaHUIIUCh CETOOHS YTPOM... TEIIEPh THI €Il U
IIOMOJIBJIEH C Jiefu, — Jo0aBui1 ApTyp, MoXuUMas Ijiedami.

— Yro?! — JOpuK npunogHsn 6poBb, C TPYIOM BeIOMpasich U3 mocrenud. — HeT... MHe HYXKHO
YBUOETH 9TO CBOMMHU TJla3aMu.

Ox BopBasics B KpacHyio KpernocTh Tak OBICTPO, KaK TOIHKO II03BOJISJIO €T0 TEJIO.
"TIpuBeTCTBYIO Te0s, IPUHI] DIPUK".

9T0 OBIJIO TOX0XKE Ha COH... Ha CaMOM fejie KOoIIMap.

9T0 ObIIO TTOCTIENHEE, YETO DAPUK XOTEIL...

«IIpunI gpuk? OOpydeH... 0OpydeH ¢ KeM!?»

Ero x®ku3Hb II0CJIEe 3TOr0 MOMEHTAa U3MEHHUIaCh HaBCETaa.
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