I'maBa 12.
... dto g Hamenamn?!

Ecnu mogyMaTh Haj 3THM, TO 51 Beb Pa3037Uiics, B 001eM-To, Hu 3a 4To! Ox, 6efiHSIXKKa... Ei 1
IIpaBfa He ITOBE3JI0 C CO3[aTeseM.

[la nmepBoe, 4TO S [OJIKEH CHelaTh - 3TO BepHYTh ee! Ho 4TO 4 MOTY CcHesnaTh [10cjie TOro, 4To 4
HaroBopumn?!

... [IpocTy, JemKpo3a. {1 BEIHYXKMEeH YyOuTh TeOS.

(Ot nuita 1eMKpPO3HI)

... BTOJI0Be y MeHd TaKas XkKe IIyCToTa, KakK U B aylue. ... { npaBga oxXugana 4ero yrogHo, HO He
9THUX CJIOB!

Ceiiuac s IIEeTYCh 110 yIKlle, TPOMOTJIACHO phigasi. MHe yxKe BCe paBHO, CKOJIBKO JTIofe 51 pa3byxy u
KakK 51 BOOOIIEe BHITJIIKY CO CTOPOHBI. O MacKUPOBKE ¥ TOBOPUTH HEYETO.

Te cmoBa 6bid... OH OTKPHITO, IIPSIMO B JIUI[0 MHE CKA3aJl, YTO B MOEM CYIIIeCTBOBAHHMY HET CMEICIIA.
YTo s He ompaBpasa ero Hagexn. YTo Bce mpousomeniree 6510 Okl HE TAKUM Y2KACHEIM, eCJIH OBl He
Ov1I0 MeHs1. M camMoe cTpalltHOe, YTO MHe Heyero CKasaTh B OTBET. Bce 9To mpaBfa, OT Havana U Jo
KOHIIA.

4 Orina co3maHa CUIbHOMU. [lOCTaTOYHO CHUIIBHOM, YTOOH He JOMYCTUTh nmofgo0Horo. Ho s HU4ero He
Mora chaenath! 1 cHoBa Bce ucnoptuia! Kak MHe XuTh ¢ 9TUM?.. B MoeM cyiiecTBoBaHuu... Het
cmeicna?! Ecnu... Ecnu 370 - TO, 4TO ABTOp MOCYHUTAJ BEPHBEIM, TO 3TO npaBpa! Torga... Torma MHe
HeT CMBICJIa XKUTh!

Most BEIHOCTMBOCTh BEICOKA... OMHAKO, €CTh MHOXKECTBO BeIllel, KOTOphie MOTYT YOUTh Pa3oM 00JIbiie
coTHH 4esoBek! OCTanoch BHIOPATh...

Csagu mocneimanucs mary. S o6eprynaces. He 3Hato, moyeMy, HO ria3a TeMHEIX 9716()0B B TEMHOTE
CBETSATCS KpacHBIM. [109TOMy celdac 51 yBUMeNIa HECKOJIBKO UCITyTAHHEIX YEJI0BEK, OCBEIEHHBIX
KpPaCHBIM CBETOM.

B rny6uHe mymu g Hagessiach, 4To 3T0 6ymeT ABTOp, HO... ITO HEBO3MOXKHO. CefYac OH Jaxe HauTu
MeHSI He CMOXKeT. #1 yKe 3Halo, YTO KaK TOJIbKO MHE CTaHeT 4yTh rojierde, s o0sg3aHa BEpPHYThCs!
MoxeT, OH ¥ JacT MHe IIOCIefHNuM maHC. A MoxeT, HeT. Ho gaxe ecnu HeT, MycKall OH CBeJEeT Moe
CyllleCTBOBaHUe K HyJ0! UHaye BO BCeM 3TOM HET CMBICIIA.

Tak, 3TU CMepTHEIE, TOSIBUBIINECS C3afHd... Hero UM HyKHO?! BEITTIAAAT arpecCUBHO...
Oit, opun y6exain. IToBe3no eMy. A ocTasbHBIE...

- U3BuHUTE, CerogHs He Balll AeHb! - TOUHEE YTPO, HO [0 OHS OHU yXKe He JOKHUBYT.

A He3aueM OBIJIO MHE IOl TOPSIYYI0 PYKY IOMafaThCs!

KcTaTH, o ellle He TPAaKTUKOBAJIaCh B MPUPOAHOM Maruu. OueHb HHTEPEeCHas MITyKa... MOXKHO 1
11o1po0OoBaTh.



II71s1 Havyasa s BRIIYCTUJIA aypy ¥ CPOopMHUpPOBajia CHMBOJI MEPTBHIX O0JIOT. Y OOBIYHBEIX MaroB HET
HUKAKOM ayphl, HO [JIST MEeHST 9TO CTaso OeCIleHHBIM moJapkoM. [ToToMy uTo Graromapst Hew s MOTy
OTIYCTUTb BECh PUTYaAJI U 3aK/IMHaHKWe! Marus cjoxHa ¥ HUKOT{Ia He IeHCTByeT OBICTPO, HO o -
HCKITIo4YeHue!

3aTeM ycunaue BOJIM ¥ TOTOBO: JOPOra IOKPhIIACh TPEITMHAMM, U3 KOTOPHIX IIPOPOCIIO MHOXKECTBO
cTebel JanbHero poaCTBeHHHKA MECTHOM pPoCsSHKHU. Ho 9To maneko He KoHel! XOTsI, XBaTHIIO ObI U
9TOr0, HO He [JIs TOr0, YTOOBl IOMOYb MHE OTOUTHU OT CJIOB CO3LATesIs.

Bes IIpUuPOgHad Marus OeJuTCsa Ha ABE YaCTHu: Marus paCTeHI/II;I " Marusd XKMBOTHBIX.

U npsiMo ceryac s akTUBHpPOBasia BTOpPYy. M Hayana npespallaThCa B CEMUMETPOBOT0 MEABENS.
CTpaHHO, 4YTO YIIN He OKPYTJISAIOTCSA, a LIBET OCTAETCS MPEXKHUM...

KaxeTcsi, 9T CMepTHBIE IIOHSIIN, YTO UM KOHell. Ho maxe 6a30Bas CTUXHWHAS Marus BeTpa
II03BOJIAET 3@ TTYIIUTh KPUKH!

Hy BoT, Temeps X0Ts OBl YYBCTBYIO Ce0s TEMHBIM 371b¢GoM. Henb3st yOUBaTh [0 TEX IOP, II0KA 3TOT0 He
moxenaeT ABTop? 3To Ovlma camoobopoHa. [Ia u BooOie, B popMe ceporo MeaBensi HEBO3MOIKHO
CIepKUBaThC!

XM™... [InaTee xpaHuTens - Besb! [ToToMy 4TO eMy mociie TpaHchopMaluu BooOIle HUYero He cTano!
JlapHO, 51 BepHYyJIach B HOpMaJlbHOE COCTOgHUE. MHe jerye?..
Hert. 4 cHoBa pa3pesenace... Kak ke tak?! 3a 4T0?!

4 B Geccunuu pyxHysa Ha yxKe DycTod achasbT (B 4eM IOJIHOCTHIO 3aC/IyTroi POCSHOK) U Hadasa OUTh
10 HeMY KyJlakaMi. ...OH cIuIKoM MATKUM! Kynaky npoBaiuBalTCA...

BHe3amnHo s MoYyBCTBOBala Yed-To B3Tsan. KaxkeTcs, g ero yKe 4yBCTBOBaJIa. ITOT OCTOPOKHBIM
B3rIsMd... He moMHIO, KOrfa.

Hy, magHo. 9To He BaxXHO. { TPOJOIXKKIa OLIPSIBUTEL acdasbT.
UM TyT MHe Ha myeye Jerja Ybsi-TO PyKa. f OTJIsIHyIach.

Tam crosina geBymika. Ta camasi, KOTOpO¥ ABTOp moMor B TOM mepeyinke. Ta, y KoTopo# oTo6parn
TaJIaHT.

- ... OKa3bIBaeTCs, IEMOHBI TOXKE IJIAYYT, - YAIOHYIACh OHA, COUYBCTBEHHO ITOXJIONAB MEHS 110 IIIedy.
¢ cHOBa BCXJIMIIHYJIa ¥ IIPOOOJIZKWIIa PEBETh. [11eBaTh, UTO TaM rOBOPSIT CMEPTHEHIE.

- [Ta xBaTUT y2Ke achanbT NOPTUTH! Pacckaxu nydlile, 9TO MPOU3OIITIO, - OHA ITIOMOTJIa MHE
MOMHSATHCS U MBI IIOIIJIA Kyfia-TO B HEU3BECTHOM MHE HallpaBJIEHUU.

XM... Ee moM noxox Ha goM ABTOpa, HO APYrou. Takux 37ech MHOTO.



A y Hee y1oTHO. Kax pa3s T0, 94TO HyKHO [JIs1 HeCYaCTHOT0 37bda.

Kaxertcs, g yxe 60nee-MeHee ycrokounack. [1o kpaiiHel Mepe, 60Jbllle He IIayy.
- { mymana, 4TO THI - IEMOH, a THI - 971b}?.. { Bac 10 APyroMy npencraBisia.

- 4 - TeMHBIM 37b(... - HEOCO3HAHHO TIOMIPAaBHUIIa 5 €ee.

- Bor kak?.. 3a6aBHO. A 4TO 3Ke MOTJIO TaK PAaCCTPOUThH TEMHOTI'0 371b(a, YTO OH B CJIe3aX KPYIIUJI BCe
noxpsn? Hy, pacckaxu, nerde 6ymet! - moOOMIBITCTBO 0 foOpa He JOBOOMUT...

- 4 pa3souapoBasa ABTopa. f Bce ucnoprtuia. OH ¥ Tak He oOpallian Ha MeHsI BHUMaHUS, a Telepb
HEHaBUOUT. 4 mepelia BCe TPAHUIIHL...

9TO MPOIoIKaAIOCh OKOJIO ImojTy4yaca. Korga s mocMoTpesia Ha JeBYIIKY, Ta CMOTpPesla Ha MeHS C
TIyOOKUM COUYBCTBHUEM.

- ... Bce, 4TO 1 mOHSIA, TaK 3TO TO, YTO THl B IUCIIEPCUU U3-3a HEPa3[eIeHHON TI00BU C HEKUM
aBTopoM. KcTaTu, TOT, KOTO THl TaK Ha3blBaelllb... ITO TOT 6ECCMEPTHHIN TUII, KOTOPOTO TH yOuBasa B
TOM IIepeyyKe? - HeBYIIKa B3OPOrHYyIIa.

- ... OH He oOpalllaz Ha MeHsI BHUMaHUS... - IpolOypyania .

- ... Taxernblit cny4ait. A KTo oH BooO1ie? [ToyeMy TH K HEMY TakK OTHOCUIILCS? OH-TO XOTh IEMOH?
Wnu Toxe, anbd?

- OH - Mmou co3nartenb. Bel Ha3biBaeTe ux gemuypramu. U... OH HeBepOATHO KPyT. Kak g Mornia Bce
TaK UCIOPTUTh...?! - © CHOBA CJI€3HL...

- K-xT0? To-ecTs, Kak B urpax? Hy... 9%, B nmoboii apyroi cutyauuu s O6b CKa3ana Tebe pacciaburscs
1 He HaIpsATaThCs, YTO OH TeOs He MOCTOMH M CKOPO I0XKajleeT 0 TOM, YTO He 3aMedar Tebs... [1a, Bce
tak! OH Tebs HegocTouH! [lazke eClii OH - TBOM CO37aTesIb, HET HUYEro CTPAIIHOTO B TOM, YTO OH TaK
¢ To60oi# obormesncs! IToBTOPIO elrle pa3, OH CKOPO Mmoxaseer!

- O yeM THI TOBOPHUIIb, CMEPTHAA?! - BO3BMYTHUIIACH .

- ... [IerTatoch Te6s yTemmuTh. A BooOIIe 3Haellb, y HaC MPHUHSATO 3a00TUTCS O TEX, KOTO IPUPYYHUIIH,
WJIH, TaM, co3nanu!.. BuguMo, OH IIPOCTO Ha PeAKOCTh 6€30TBETCTBEHHHIH.

- ... 4 OBl Ha ero MecTe IaBHO yKe OTMEHHUJa CylleCTBOBaHME 3TOTO XKaikoro 3nbda... Tem 6osee, 9T0
2 OBbLTa BCero-JuIb Ipoboii epa, co3faHa Tak, HU [JIs 4Yero...

- 9to mpaBpaa? bemHsxkKa... YTo X Tenepsb ¢ TOOOM menaTh?

- Yxe Huuero. PaHblle 5 gymana 0 TOM, YTO IIOTOPOIKIIACk, IIPOCTO yOexKaB, BOZMOKHO S OB
TIOJTy4MJIa BTOPOH IaHc... Ho ceityac 51 MOHMMAI0, YTO CYIIECTBYIO TOJIBKO M3-3a KAKOT0-TO CTPAHHOTO
Hemopa3yMeHus. MHe OBl X0TeJI0Ch, YTOOBI OH JIMYHO OTMEHMIT MeHs, HO... He cTouT ero orenexars! -

C 9TUMHU CJIOBAaMHU S IIpHU3Bajia CBEPXSIHOBUTHIM IIIIOI.
- Crout! 4 He 5T0 UMeia B BUAY! - 3allaHUKOBala CMEPTHas.

- He momuHai nuxom... U cracu6o. Ax, ma! {1 e BBIITpoCHIa y Hero, YToObl OH BepHYI Tebe TBOH
tanaHT! Tak 4To Hauau ero u Tpebyii, monpobyi UCIOIb30BaTh Moe UMs. MeHs 3Banu [JeMKpo30#! -



C 9TUMM CJIOBaMM g KOCHYJACh IITIOIIA.
910 Bce? Kak XKaJb...
Brumanwue! ITOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, eIlé He TOTOB.
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