JTronivaH yexan Ha 00JIbHUYHOM KOMKeE, YCTPEMUB B3TIISIT B CTEPUIIBHO OembIl ITOTOJOK. B manaTe
OBIIIO THUXO, €CJIM He CUMTATh MIATKOT0 XKYXKKaHUS 00IbBHUYHOT0 000PyIOBaHMs, HO Ha AYIIIe Y HeTro
ObL1I0 Jayeko He CIOKOMHO. OH MPOOBIT B OMHOYECTBe He 6oJiee mojlydaca ¢ TeX 0P, KaK YIIIH
corpynauku WPA, ocTaBUB €ro HaeluHe C BUXpeM COOBITHI, IePeBePHYBIINX €T0 KHU3Hb 3a
IIOCJIefHNE OBa THS.

Bcero fBa [HS Ha3af OH XKW Ha yiulle, 0€3bIMAHHBIN MalbuK, KOTOPOMY He OBIJIO0 70 KOT0-T1uh0
Iena, ¥ OH BRIZKMBAJI, I'pabsi BpeMsi OT BpeMeHHU OoraThix iofieii. 9To OBII0 He TakK YK CTPAIIHO,
TOBOPUJI OH cebe, HUKTO He 3aMeTHUT IIPOIaXKX HECKOJIBKUX KYITIOP, ¥ OH HUKOMY He IIPUYUHS Bpeaa.
Ho moTom mosiBUJICS TOT YesioBeK. YOII0M0K-CaouCT, KOTOPHIM IOXUTHUI ero 0e3 BCIKOM BHIUMOMN
IIPAYMHEI, TIBITA [0 ITOIYCMEPTHU, ¥ BCE 3TO Pagy CBOET0 U3BPALIEHHOTO Pa3BIE€UYEHHUS.

JIrommaH cxKaJjl KyJaK{ Tak, YTO KOCTSIIKY ero masblieB nobemnenu. [Touemy? IlouemMy 3TOT 4eIoBEK
3alen Tak ganeko? OH MOT MPOCTO U30UTh ero ¥ OCTAaBUTh YII0J13aTh. HO HET, 9TOT YeJIOBEK MOIyYall
yIOBOJIbCTBUE, 3aCTaBNIAs JIlolMaHa CTpafaTh, IPUYUHSS 00JIb OO TeX 0P, TI0Ka CMepPTh He CTalla
Ka3aThCsl eAUHCTBEHHKIM M30aBeHneM. JIIoaH CONPOTrHYJICS IIPX BOCTIOMUHAHUHU, €T0 TEJIO BCe
ele HOCHUJIO CJIeIbl MIePeKUTOTO UCIBITAHHUS.

"Jltogu B HAIlIK OHU... OHU HEXOPOIIe JIIoOH, - TpodopMoTar JIfonuaH B TyCTOTY KOMHATHI, ¥ TOPbKUMI
B30X copBaJsics ¢ ero ry6. OH noiimMan ce0s Ha TOM, 4TO XKajlyeTcs bory, eciu Takoe CyIIecTBO
B0OOIIE cymiecTByeT. "Ecnu TH TaM, HaBepPXY, TO y Te0sT HE3TOPOBOE YYBCTBO IoMopa".

Jlrouxas npepncTaButl, Kak ecnu 0wl Bor crnyman Ero, OH pa3gpakeHHO IoKadas Ovl T010Boi. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, KTO TIEPBBEIM IOMBITAJICS OTPabUThL TOro YemoBeka? M 4To 9T0 GBIIO 3a MPefIoKeHNe HUKOMY
He MemnaTh? JItonuaH rpabus o MeHbIeN Mepe nATeprx 60radyelt KaXabli 1eHb, 1 BMECTO TOTO,
yTOOB! OTKJ/Ia[IbIBATh IEHbIH, OH TPATUJI UX Ha NOPOTYI0 OOEXIY U eny.

"$1 6Bl yKe ObLT MUTUTMOHEPOM, eclii OBl ¥ MeHs Oblsla XOTh Kalljig MO3ToB", - mpu3Hascs JliouuaH,
KPHUBO YJIBIOHYBIIHCS.

Ho, HecMOTpsI HM Ha 4TO, U3 9TOro OapHaka BHIIIIO YTO-TO XOpoIiee. BriepBrle B xkKu3HU Y JIonuaHa
nosiBUIOCh uMs JltonuaH BameHTHHO. ITO OBIJIO TO UMSI, KOTOPOE OH MOT Obl Ha3BaTh CBOUM
coOCTBEHHBIM, TO, O UeM OH Bcerpia MeuTtan. Ha ero nuiie nosiBuiach 1erkas UCKpeHHss yasI0Ka -
penKoe 3penulle, K KOTOPOMY [aXKe OH He IIPUBHIK.

[Ouns!]

BHe3amnHBIM 3BYK pa3fajiCad y HETO B T'OJIOBE, OTBIIEKAs ero OT pa3MblllneHui. [71a3a JlouuaHa
PacCIIMpUIIKCh, KOTHa OH OTJIsifie] KOMHATY, TIHITasiCh ONPEeNeuTh HCTOYHHUK ITyMa. Bce OBITIO Tak
SICHO, TaK peayibHO, HO He OBITI0 Hu4Yero HeoObYHOTO. ET0o cepaile OellleHo 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH. «Y MeHSs
TaJITIOIMHALIMK ?» — TIPOIIENTasl OH ce0e. YUMTHIBAs BCE, YTO IMPOUIOIITIO, 3TO He OBITI0 OB
YOUBUTETbHBIM.

[X03siMH, y Bac He TaJUTIOIUHALIAN. S — Ballla CUCTEMA. ]

Tonoc BepHYICS, Ha 3TOT pa3 00/1ee OTUETNIUBO, OoJiee... peanbHo. Teno JlioimaHa HaMpSTIoCh,
WHCTUHKTH B3s11 BepX. OH BCKOYUJI C KPOBATH, CXBATUII JIEXKABILINY PSIOOM OTYET U Pa3MaxuBall UM
KakK opyxueM. «KTo 6 THI HY ObLI, BEIXOAU! Y MeHS HET IeHEeT, U eCJIU THl TOT, KOTO s orpabun
paHbllle, TpeAyIpexkaai: 3To 00JIbHKIA, ¥ 3a MHOM ITprcMaTpuBaioT coTpynHukn WPA. He 6ynb
6e3paccynmHbIM!»

JlionuaH ornsigesl KOMHATY, IPOBEPSsS KaXKObIM yToJ, KaXkaylo TeHb. Ho BOKPYT He ObII0 HUKAKUX
IIPU3HAKOB KU3HU. M BCE Ke Tojoc 3By4asl Tak, OyOTO UCXOOUI U3 ero roloBhl. Ero Hayana



OXBaThIBaTh IIaHuKa. «KTO-TO HCIIOJIB3YET Ha MHE€ MEHTAJIbHbIE I/ICKYCCTBa? 3aueM KOMY-TO HaCTOJIBKO
MOTYITIECTBEHHOMY CBA3BIBATLCA CO MHOI?»

["B3mox", s HauMHAI0 COMHEBAThLCS, He omu0Cs U s, BbIOpaB TeOsT CBOMM HOCUTENEM. ]

I'myOokuil pa3gpakKEHHBIHM I'0JI0C CHOBa pa3falics B ero rojose, U JlolxaH MOYyBCTBOBAN, KakK II0
crrHe mpobexan xononok. «Hocurtens? [nymnsiil yemoBeK? O 4€M TH TOBOPHILL? — cIipocun JlounaH,
BCE Oonbllle cMymasaich. Kem Obl unmu ueM OBl 9TO HU OBLJIO, OHO ONPefeNIEHHO HaCMeXajloCh Hafl HUM.

— Ecnu TH Ha3bkIBaelllb MEHS TTYIIBIM, TO CIIEAYIOUIUM, KOTO orpalsT, OyOoelsb Thl, — MIPUTPO3UT
JlronwaH, pa3MaxuBas IAMKOM B BO3AyXe, IBITAsCh COXPAHUTE XOTh KaKoe-To mmomobue KoHTpos. OH
3HAJI, YTO 3TO OECIIOIe3HbIHM KeCT, HO 3TO OBIJIO BCE, UTO Y Hero Ob10. OH MeIJIeHHO OOOLIEN K
OKHY, BRITJIIHYJI HapyXKYy U IIJIOTHO 3aKPhLJI €r0. MEICIIh 0 TOM, YTO OH 3allepT B KOMHATEe C 3TUM
HEBUIUMBIM CYyIL[eCTBOM, OblNa y2KacHOM, HO BEIUTH Ha YJIUIy MOTJIO OBITE elre xXyxke. UYTo, ecyid 0HO
XKMIET €r0 CHapyXKu?

[Ycnokoiics, maneiim. S He TBoM Bpar. Ha camMoM fierne, s MOT OBl CTaTh TBOMM JIyUIIIUM APYTOM. ]
T'onoc ObIT HACTOWYHMBLIM, HO JIoIMaH He coOupascs ocnabnsaTh OQUTEeIbHOCTS.

— Ipyrom? V MeHs HET HUKaKUX CIIYTHUKOB, — BO3Pa3ujl OH OPOKAIIUM, HO BHI3BIBAIOIIAM T'OJIOCOM.
OH mpopoKal oCMaTpPUBaTh KOMHATY B IIOMCKaX KaKoW-HUOyIb 3allelKy, KaKoro-Hubymb Mpr3HaKa
TOTO, YTO ITPOUCXOMIHUT.

[[Tocnmymay, mapeHsb, He gBurancs. [Ipocto mocnyuai MeHs. f IpuBsA3aH K TBOEHU Oylle WU
CO3HaHHIO, Kak OBl BB 9TO HU Ha3bIBasu. [lepecTaHb BeCcTH cebs KakK XyJIUTraH, IIOTOMY YTO Teleph Thl
YIOCTOMJICS YECTH IOJIyYUTh TO, 3@ YTO JaxKe OOTU IOTOBHI yMEPETh. ]

T'omoc cTan 6ojee BMacTHHIM, U JIIOIMaH, caM TOTO He XkKejlast, TOYyBCTBOBAJl CTPAHHOE XKelaHue
TIOMYUHUTHCS. Ero Temo camo co00¥ OMyCTHUIIO TATIKy C OTYETOM Ha CTOJI ¥ CeJI0 Ha KpoBaTh. Kak
OynTo ero pa3yM pasmeNuiics Ha [Be YaCTH: OOHA U3 HUX BCE elllé Oblyla HaCTOPOXKe, BCE eIe Oblia
Ha4eKy, HO gpyras Obllla OJTHOCTHI0 OYapoBaHa IIPUKa30M ToJioca.

[[IpocTH, 4TO S UCIIOIH30BAJ Ha TeOe CBOM CHUJIBI, HO ceilyac 3TO OBbIT €IMHCTBEHHBIH CII0C00. ]

Cepae JlronaHa GelreHo KOJIOTUIOCH B rpyau. YTo mpoucxomuT? MHCTUHKTE KPUYald eMy 0exKaTh,
CpaXaThCs, HO ero TeJI0 0CTaBaJioCh HENOABUXKHEIM. — KT0 TEI? UTO THI MMeeIlb B BUAY MOT
«IIpUBsS3aH KO MHe»? U 4T0, 4epT BO3bMH, TaKOe cucTeMa?" BOIpPOCH MOCHIIAIKUCh B CIEIIKE, B €r0
TOJI0Ce CIBIIIAIKACh CTPax U 3aMelaTelbCTBO.

["B3mox"... [laBaiiTe HAYHEM C CAMEBIX OCHOB. f - cHCTeMa, KOHIIeIIINS, a He eJuHoe 1enoe. 1 co3maH
Ha OCHOBE KOJUIEKTUBHEIX 3HAHUY OECUMCIIEHHOI0 MHOXKECTBA JIIofeH. |

JIrouyad MOPTHYJI, IBITasgCh OCMBICIUTE CKa3aHHoe. "¢l He IOHKUMAaI0 HU CJI0Ba U3 TOTO, YTO THI
roBopuib. Trl coOupaembcst yOUTh MeHs 3a TynocTh?" OH CIIPOCUII, HAIlOJIOBUHY LIYTS, HAIIOJIOBUHY
B yX&ace. ['071oc CHOBa B3[OXHYII, ¥ 3TOT 3BYK, Ka3aJioCh, 0TO3BAJICS 3XOM B I'TyOMHE €T0 pa3yMa.

[Xopoti1o, 103B0JIb MHE 00BSACHUTE. B Hayase 3Toro 6eCKOHEYHOT'0 MUPA, TO €CTh 6ECKOHEYHBIX
MUPOB, CYIIIECTBOBAJIX CYIIeCTBa, KOTOphle HECTH B cebe M3HavaIbHbEIe KOHIEMIINN. JTU CyIIeCcTBa
OBbLTM CO3TAHbI UJTM POKIEHHI U3 CAMOT0 MUPA, TO €CTh Y HUX He OBIIIO TPOAOIKUTETbHOCTY XKU3HHU,
0eCKOHEYHOM IPOIOIKUTEIBHOCTH KHU3HHU. |

lonoc IIPOAOJIZKHUII, TEePIIEJIUNBO, HO TBépJIO, CJIOBHO OOBSICHSIS CJIOZKHYIO UOEI0 peGéHKy.



[M3HayanbHbIE OBIIH CO37laHBl U3 MHOTUX IMOHSITHUMN: XKH3Hb, CMEPTE, CBET, Xa0C, OTOHb, BOld U TaK
marnee. Bce OHU CUIBHO OTJIMYAIOTCA Opyr OT Oopyra. W3HayanbHEE - 3TO OCHOBOMOIAraIue uiu
M3Ha4allbHbI€ CYIITHOCTH HUJIX CHUIIEI BO BCEU peaHBHOCTI/I.]

JIo1uaH nmogancs BIlepen, HeCMOTPS Ha CTPaX, ero OXBAaTUII UHTEPeEC. 970 OBIJIO He IT0X0XkKe HU Ha YTO
13 TOT'0, YTO OH KOTIa-Tu00 CJIBIIIAT, YTO-TO OrpOMHO€ 1 HEIIOCTHUZKKUMOE. ['omoc cucTeMsl HapucoBal
KapPTUHY PealbHOCTH, KOTOpad OBl7a manaeKko 3a InpenpejilaMu ero IOHMMaHusA.

[Ho mpaBumo 6eCKOHEYHOI0 MUPa TaKOBO, YTO HUYET0 He 0CTaéTcsl. I3HavasnbHbIe CyLIeCcTBa
o0aianu BceM, 0 YEM TOJIbKO MOXKHO MEYTaTh, HO BCE XKe OHU MOTUOMK B JOJITON PEeKe BPEMEHHU.
OHu ObITM HEM3MEHHBIMHU, 6€CCMEPTHEIMHU, WX HeJb3s ObIJI0 YOUTH UM CTEPETh, HO X O0JbIlle He
cyuiecTByeT. Thl 3HaEIb I0YeMY, XO3IHH?]

Bompoc nosuc B Bo3xyxe, u JlionuaH 3agymancs. OH He MOT IIOHSITh, KaK YTO-TO 0€CCMEPTHOE MOTJIO
IIPOCTO... UCUE3HYTh? — Ux younu? OHU cpaXKaluch APYT C OpyroM? Mup ux yHUUTOXKUI? —
BBITIAJIMJI OH, He YCIIeB coOPaThCs C MBIC/IIMU. HUYTO He UMeso CMEICIA.

[HeBepHo. Ux He younu. OHY MOKOHYUIIU C COOOM. ]

Oco3nanue ymapumo JlronuaHa, Kak yaap nof aeix. Ero rimasa pacIIupuiuchk 0T HEJOBEPUS. — 3aueM
UM 9TO JeNaTh? 3a4eM KOMY-TO KOHYaTh C C000M, 0cCOOEHHO ecnu oHU OeccMepTHH? ['onoc JTiolinaHa
IpOo3KaJ, caMa MBICTIb OblIa [JIsT HETO HEeTTOCTHUXKUMOM.

[[IpoxkuB 6eCKOHEYHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO BpeMeHHU, OHU CHeJany BCE, 4YTo xoTenu. Ho Bcé paBHO
YyBCTBOBaIM IMyCcTOTY. CO BpeMeHEeM BCE CTalI0 CKyYHBIM, ¥ OHU IIOTEPSNIN KelaHUe KUTh.
BeccMmepTtue cTano ux BeNMUYANIINM IPOKISITAEM...]

CroBa CHCTEMHI 3aTUXJIM, OCTaBHUB JI0IIMaHa B OIIEJIOMJIEHHOM MOJIYaHUU. MEICIIE O TOM, YTO MOXKHO
JKUTh BEYHO, HO OBITh ITOTJIOIIEHHEIM CKYKOM U ITyCTOTOM, Oblsla yxkacaromlei. OH Bcerga MeuTas o
Oonbiiedt BiacTu, O0JbIIIEM KOHTPOJIE, HO 3TO... 3TO OB CYIIAW KOIIMap.

Ero pa3ym MeTa’cs, MbTasCh 0CO3HATh BCIO YYOOBUIITHOCTL TOT'O, YTO TOBOPHIIA €My CHCTEMA. JTH
IepBOOBITHEIE CYIIIECTBA, CO BCEM UX CUJION U GeccMepTHeEM, TPEAIIOYIN IIOKOHYUTE C CO00M, UueM
TTPOMOIKATh CYLIECTBOBAHMUE, JTUIIIEHHOE CMBICTIA. ITO OBIIIa OTPE3BIISIONIAs MBIC/Ib, 3aCTABUBIIIAS
JIroriaHa YCOMHHUTLCS BO BCEM, YeT0 OH KOTfa-nbo XOTell.

Ha MrHOBeHUe B IajaTe BOIAPWIIACh TUIINHA, HApyIIaeMasi JIUIIb CJI1a0bkIM ITHUCKOM GOTbHUYHBIX
anmapartoB. JIFomuaH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK I10 €ro IlIee CTeKaeT CTPYHKa XOJIOMHOI0 ITOTa, ITOKa OH
0CO3HAaBAaJl PEATbHOCTh CBOETO M0JI0KeHusI. OH TOJIBKO YTO ITePeXUIT y2KAaCHOe HCIbITaHue, U Telephb
9Ta CUCTeMa, yeM OBl OHa HY OblIa, CBSI3ajla ce0sl C HUM.

OH He OB YBePEH, PafoBaTLCS eMy UK yKacaTbCs. Ho omHO OBIIO SICHO: ero XXKU3Hb O0JIbIIE He
TIpUHaMJIekasna eMy.
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