2XKpel MenjIeHHO XOOUT BOKPYT PUTYaJIbHOIO KPyTra, IPOBEPsis KaxkAyIO JeTallb, YTOOE YOEOUThCH,
YTO PUTYasI OBUT IPOBENEH MPaBUILHO. JII0IMyCca OCTABUIM Ha KPal0 KOMHATHI IIOM TPHCMOTPOM
HECKOJIBKUX KYJIbTHCTOB. B pyKax xkpelia Oblyla KHUTa, KOTOPYIO 6yaTo 661 coOpanu u3 00yTrIeHHBIX
bparmenToB. OmMHAKO, HECMOTPS Ha MOBPEXKIEHUsI, TEKCT ITApWJI HaJl CTPAaHUI[AMU B TYMaHHOM BHUJIE,
CJIOBHO Maru4eckuM o6pa3om.

OpuH M3 KyJIbTUCTOB IIOAOILIEN K XXKPeLy U, IOKJIOHUBIIKUCE, CIIPOCHUITL:
— locoguH xkpeli, Bcé OyneT B mopsimke? MbI BeOb B3SJIM PEIMKBUIO ¥ BEPXOBHOTO XKpelia...
Kper yCMexHYIICH:

— He 6ecnokoiicst. XoTs s ¥ HUIIIKUH XKpell, Y MeHs eCTh IoAaepKKa OT BRICIIEro xkpeia Kacmapa.
OH He mOCMeeT MIPUKOCHYTHCS KO MHe C TaKOU moamepxkKou. K ToMy ke, BCE 3T0 — panu Jlopga
TneHa.

KynbTHCT, MOKJIOHUBIINCH, OTCTYIINII, He Melras xkpeny. Kormga Bce IPUTOTOBIEHUS OBLIH
3aBepIleHt!, Kpell flajl KOMaHOy HauuHaTh pUTYyall.

JIrouuyca BTOJIKHYIYU B [IEHTP PUTYaIbHOr0 Kpyra. 2Kpel] B3TJIIHYJI Ha HEeTro U3-II0f KalkollIoHa C
HaCMeILLIKOM, CIIOBHO HaMeKas: «He cTouso MeHs aTakoBaTh». B roynose Jlonuyca KpyTUIUCH MBICTIU:
«YEpT, s gercTBUTENbHO YMpY? [ToueMy 5 0OKa3aJiCsi B 9TOM IIPOKJIITOM MuUpe? YTOOH CTaTh
XKepTBou?» OT OMHOU 3TOU MBICIIM €r0 OXBATWUJI yKac. B Bo3gyxe MOBUC THUJION 3amax, u JIronuyc ¢
y2KacoM 3aMeTHI Pa3/I02KEHHEIE TOIOBHI, PACCTABIEHHEIE BOKPYT PUTYalbHOTr0 Kpyra. OH X0Tel Okl
cOexaTh, HO ObII CBSI3aH.

— Xa-xa-xa! — 3710Bele 3aX0X0TaJl Kpell, B35IB B PyKU KJIMHOK, TOKPHITEIY y30paMu. — HauuHaeM
pUTyall IOPOXIEHUs feMOoHa!

2Kper1r HayaJt MPOU3HOCUTE IPEeBHUE, HEIIOHSTHEIE CJTOBA. JIIOIIMYC YBUAEN, KaK U3 THUIOIIUX I'0JI0OB
BOKPYT HEro Hadaj IOJHUMAThCS TEMHEIN, 000XKKEHHBIN ITeTIes, KOTOPHIN MeJIeHHO TSHYJICS K
KJIMHKY. Korfma puTyan mo4uTH 3aBepIIUCs, Kpell BHe3allHO BOH3WI KUHXKaJ JIronuycy B rpyab. bomb
IIPOH3MUJIa er0 TeJI0, HO KPOBU He OBIJI0O BUTHO — KHWHXKAJI CJIOBHO ITOTJIOIIA e€.

Bomb Oblla HEBEHIHOCUMOM, TPOXOMIIAa Yepe3 BCE Tejto. JIIIuyC He MOT JaxKe 3aKpHuyaTh — CJE3H
TEKJIU U3 IJ1a3, HO 3BYK He BHIXOAUJI U3 ero ropsa. B ero nogco3Hanuy nyJibCUpoBaja OfHA MBICIIb:
«IlyCTb 3TO IPEKPATUTCA».

KnuHOK nponosKai BTATUBATH IeTel, KOTOPHIH OKyTHBa Jloluyca, orpyxas ero B HeBEHIHOCUMOE
crpamanue. OKpyKaroumi KyIoa CKPEIBal TPOUCXOMASIINEee 0T OPYTUX, U HUKTO HEe MOT BUIETh, KaK
pHUTyal MejIeHHO 1oxupan ero. OogHaKO puTyas He ObLI 3aBepII€H. BHe3anHo XKpel T04yBCTBOBA,
YTO K HUM NpUONMKaeTcs rpynna monei. OH 3HaJ, YTO OHU MOTYT IIOMEIIATh.

Ho mpexpe 4eM OH ycIesn 4To-1u00 NPeAnpuHsTh, €r0 TeJI0 Hayalo JPoXKaTh OT CTpaxa. ITo OblI
XOJIOOHEIH, TePBOOBITHBIM HHCTHHKT — WHCTUHKT, TIOACKA3bIBAOIINHN, YTO MIPUOIUKAETCS Bpar,
KOTOPOT'0 OH HEe CMOKET TIOOEIUTE.

— Kakoro uepra? 4 xpen, gocturmuit Cheprt O6yrnenHoit Koxu. [Touemy s Tak 60:0Ch? ITO
IOIKHO OBITH CYIIECTBO IISITOTO YPOBHS... HET, ImecToro! Cua, cpaBHUMAas C CUJION BEPXOBHOTO
Xkpella. Ha Kakoro MoOHCTpa 5 HaTKHYJICS?

2Kper 6b11 0xBauyeH maHukoi. OH xoTes c6exkaTth, 3a0BIB IIPO PUTYAJ], HO He 3aMeTHJI, YTO OPyTrue
KyJIbTUCTH YK€ He MOTJIX BhIIepKaTh gaBieHus. OHU Hadanu yOuBaTh APYT Opyra B 6e3yMHOM
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YenoBek, KOTOPHIY IpuOnuKacs, OyaTo MOoYyBCTBOBal HaMepeHKe kKpella. B oHO MrHOBEHKEe OH
MIOSIBUJICS TIepel HUM U HalpaBuU 30JI0TYIO IENh Ha XKpela. Llenms MTHOBEeHHO 00BUIIa €T0, JTUIIUB
BO3MOXKHOCTH OBUTaThCd. OHa CcXKalach C TAKOM CUJIOM, YTO pa3fajiCs TPECK KOCTeH, U XKpel]
IIpEeKpPAaTHUII JbllIaTh. 3aTeM He3HaKOMeI ITOAOLIEN K PUTYalbHOMY KPYTY ¥ ITIOCMOTpeN Ha Jlouuyca.

Ero Teno nexasno HalOJIOBUHY TIOTJIOMIEHHEIM KIMHKOM. He3HakoMel mpoOopMoTaUt:
— XM... HeymauHbIM pUTyarsl.

Ero B3rms ymaja Ha KHUTY, KOTOPYIO XKpell HeJaBHO mepxkai. OHa Basnsiach Ha MOy, 3a/IuTast
KpOBbI0. He3HaKOMeI[ IOOHSAT €€, ¥ XOTS KHHUTa ObIJIa TOKPEITA KPOBLIO, €€ CTPAHUIIEI OCTAJIKCh
YUCTHIMU. [lake HAIIOJIOBUHY COXKXKEHHAsI, KHUTa Oblyla HermoBpexneHHou. OH 3a6pas e€ u Tesno
JKpela, II0CJie Yero, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, BHILIE.

— PenukBus y Hac. YxoguM, I0Ka Hac He 3aMETU/IU APYTHe He3BaHble TOCTH, — OPOCHUII OH CBOMM
CITyTHUKAM, KOTOPHIE KIa/Ii CHAPYXKHU.

Korga oHu mOKMHYIYN 3[aHue, HECKOJIbKO TeHEW CKOJIb3HYIN B KOMHATY, HO, YVBUOEB Xa0C, TYT XKe
ucuesnu. Teno Jlioliyca MTPOOOJIZKA0 JIeXKaTh HEIOJBUXKHEIM OeCSTh, ABAAIATh, TPUAATh MUHYT,
II0OKa He IIPOMU30IIII0 HeYTO HEBEPOsiTHOe. ETo paHbl Havaau 3aXKWBaTh. KMHXKAJ, KOTOPHIM BCE eIIe
TOpYAJ B €r0 IPYAU, MEJIEHHO BTSIHYJICS, CJIOBHO CTaJl YaCThIO €TI0 Tella.

‘{epe3 HEKOTOpoOe BpeMsi ero Tejio IIOJIHOCTBI0 BOCCTaHOBUJIOCH, HO C 3aMETHEIMH U3MEHEHUAMU. Ero
BOJIOCEHI ITOCENEIIN, Ha T'0JI0OBE ITOABUIINCH CepeﬁpI/ICTbIe IpsAgu. Koxa cTana 6e10CHEeXHOH, a YEePTEI
JInla CTaJlx 0oj1ee U3LICKAHHBIMH.

HIOI.II/IYC cupell Ha MeCTe IIOYTHU JO CaMOTI'0O PaCCBETa, da 3aTeM MENJIEHHO OTKPHIJ I'JIa34d. On
IIOCMOTPEII Ha CBOE OTpaXKeHne B JIy2Ke KPOBU ¥ 3dMETHUJI, 4YTO €TI0 I'JIa3d CTAaJIk aJIbIMHU.

— ¢ ymep? — mpormenTan oH. HeCKOIbKO MUHYT OH CHJIeJI, He B CUJIaxX MOHSATh, YTO IIPOU3OIILIO.
Korma oH HaKOHeIT TOMHSJICS, TO YBU/EI TeJla KyJIbTHCTOB, KOTOPhEIe IIepeOuiu OpyT Apyra B CBOEM
6e3ymuu. 2Kpelia cpefu HUX He OBLIO.

OH nOopHSAJCS Ha HOTY U B3TJISIHYJI B CBOE OTpazKeHue. B oTpaxkeHUU B JTyKe OH YBUEN HE TOJIBKO
asble Ta3a, HO U U3MeHeHUs B CBOEM Tejie. ETo Bonock! ctanu Oeree, a Koxka — MPaMOPHOWU.
JIromuyc BhIIIENT U3 KOMHATHI, CTapasiCh He [yMaTh O THUIOIIEM 3allaxe, ¥ TOJIbKO TOTHa 0CO3Hall, YTo
o111 6e3 omexXabel. OH CXBATUII ITAJIbTO OMHOT'O U3 MEPTBLIX KYJIbTUCTOB, YTOOBI IIPUKPHITHCS, XOTh OHO
1 OBITIO M30PBAHO.

— Ilo kpaitHe# Mepe, 3TO JTyYIlle, YeM XOOUTh TOJIBIM, — IIPOOOPMOTAT OH, IBUTASCh Yepe3 TEMHBIE
IIePeyJIKH, BCE eIll€ OIIeJIOMJIEHHBIN CTyYUBIINMCS.

OH pa3MbIIUIsA: «4To Mpou3o1o, Koraa g 6b1 6e3 co3HaHusA? YTO CAyYUIIOCh C PUTYAIOM?»

[TpogBurasich ganbine, JIronuyc 3aMeTHI, KaK MHOXKECTBO I'J1a3 HabJIiofany 3a HUM u3 TeHe#. OHU
CIIeIUJIX 3a HUM C KPOBOXKAIHOCTHIO, KaK 3BEPH, BEIKUIAIOIINE TOOXONSAIINM MOMEHT.
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