B cnepywomyto cekyuny Kanutan Mapsen yctpeMmusnach K Tanocy. OHa x0Tefla IToKa3aTh IPOTUBHUKY,
y KOTo0 Kynak Tsxkemnee. OH gaxe cKa3al, YTO IOLUIAAUT €€, eClIi OHa He YMPET OT OJHOT0 yAapa, 4To
SIBHO TIPEMB34TO C ero CTOpoHb. OmHaKo, mpef nuioM yrpioMor Kanutan Mapsen TaHOC IpoCcTO
Me[JIEHHO IIOMHSI Kylak. B To 2Ke BpeMs pa3pyluTeNbHas CHAJla Hadyalla HapacTaTh B €ro Tejle.
3aTeM OH Io¥Masl MOMEHT U HaHec yaap. “Bym!” XoTsg B BakyyMe He ObLIO 3ByKa, B 9TOT MOMEHT
[TpokcuMma LleHTaypu u Bce 4neHb TemHOTo OpaeHa B Xpame [IBa OIIyTUIN OTJIYIIUTEIbHBIHA IIYM.
Cpagy 1moce 3TOro SpKuii CBET BCIIBIXHYJI, la’ke Ha MTHOBEHKE 3aTMUB flajiekKue 3Be3bl. A Kanutax
MapBgej, oKa3aBIasics B IIEHTPe 9TOr0 CBETA, BAPYT ITOYYBCTBOBaa HEBOOOPA3UMYI0 CHITy. DTa MOIIb
OblIa TAK BeNIMKa, YTO Hake HeCMOTPS Ha e€ OTYasHHbIE IOMBITKY COCPEIOTOUYNThL SHEPTHUIO B TeJle,
OHa He MOTJIa COBUHYTHCSI C MeCTa. ITO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha BCTPEYY C TUTAHTCKOM 3Be3[00M — OHA
yyBCTBOBasa cebs Takoi 6ecrioMoIHoy ¥ Manoi. C MOMEHTa, KaK OHa IoJydniia sHepruio Kamus
[TpocTpaHCcTBa, OHA HE UCIIBITHIBAIA HUYEro momobHoro. M momyMaThk 06 9TOM OBIJIO yKe HEKOMY. B
CJIeNyIOIIYI0 CEKYHOY €€ 0TOPOCUIIO CUJION, U OHAa II0JIeTeNla B KOCMOC, KakK Mafatiias 3se3na. “I1d...”
KpoBb, c11oBHO U3 Befpa, OpbI3HYya U3 e€ pta. TaHoc, Kak ¥ obelas, OMHUM YOapoM OTIIPaBUI €€ B
II0JIET ¥ He CTaJl IIPOA0JIXKaTh pecienoBanre. OH IPOAOJIXKaI CTOSATh CIIOKOMHO B BakyyMe. “Xm?
OHa pmercTBUTENLHO 3a6JI0KMPOBaia Moii OMHEIM yHap?” CienyeT OTMETHTD, YTO 3a ITOCIeqHue
ISTHCOT JIET OH 3aHMMAJICS TOJIbKO CAaMOCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHMEM, 3aBOEBaHNEe MUpa [IJIsT HEro OBIII0
JIAIIL TOOOYHBIM 3aHATHEM. M Haye 3a MAThCOT IET OH He CMOT OBl 3aXBATUTh CTOJILKO TEPPUTOPUH.
Ho emy OBI710 HEMHOTO CTPAHHO, YTO OH He YOUII €€ ¢ OOMHOTO yaapa. “HeT, KaxkeTcs, YTO-TO BAPYT
TIOSIBUJIOCH U CITAcJIO €€, MOXKET, 3TO KaKoe-TO Heu3BeCcTHoe cyiecTBo?” ITogymaB 00 3TOM, OH
IIOKad4aJ T0JIOBOM U He MCIBITHIBAJI XKeJlaHUS MIPOA0JIXKAaTh aTaKoBaTh. B MupoBoii BceneHHOM MHOTO
MOIIIHBIX CYIIECTB, CJIOBHO cobak. Kak maTh 60roB, Cyn boxuit, Habmogatens u gpyrue. OH TOYHO He
3HaJl, KTO 9TO, ¥ celyvac He OBIJI0 BpEMEHHU [IJIS TPSIMOT0 CTOIKHOBEHUS C 9TUMU O0KECTBaMH, 110
KpaitHel Mepe, [0 TeX Iop, IIoKa OH He cobepeT mecth Kamuelt beckoneynoctu unu Cepplle
Bcenennoit. KoneuHo, 651510 Ol NTy4ine, eciu Obl Y HETO ObIT KOHTPOJIIED, HO eMy He U3BECTHO, eCTh
JIA B 9TOM BCEIeHHOM Takou apTedakT. Ilocne Toro, Kak oH 3aBepmui ¢ Kanutanom MapBer, oH
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY K Oeioi MyiaHeTe HEeIMoaneKy U 3aTeM JIETKO IToMaxaJjl pykoii. Xpam [IBa u COTHHU
KOoCMHUUecKux 60eBBIX KopabJieil 3a HUM YCTPEMUIIUCH K 11eu. A Kanutan Mapser, neTeBinas Briy0b
BCEJIEHHOM, B 3TOT MOMEHT He yMepna. Ho oHa uyBcTBOBasa cebst Kak MEPTBOU. Bce KOCTu B e€ Tene
ObLTK Pa30UTHI, U OHA TEpIesia HEBRHIHOCKMYI0 00/1b. JHEeprus BHYTPH Heé OylleBaa, He faBas e
BO3MOXKHOCTH IBUTAThCS. Eciu OBl B BaKyyMe OBITA 3BYKM, €€ KPUKM Pa3HEC/IUCh OBl 110 BCe
BcesieHHOM. [ToMuMo ¢u3nyeckoy 60y, OBIIO e1Il€ ¥ CUIIbHOE AYIIeBHOEe cTpafanue. OrpoMHBIH ¢G0T
CTPEMUTENILHO JIeTEN K JIe[sTHOM KPUCTAbHOM 3Be3[e, U IiJlaHeTa yKe Oblyla oOpeyeHa 6e3 e€
3amuTh. [IyMas o OymyiieM JIemssHOTO TIJIEMEHH, €€ CePAlle HAIlOIHUIIOCE ITedabio. XoTs JlegsHoe
neMs ¥ 06j1aJaeT XOpOoIIuMHU 60eBEIMHU CITIOCOOHOCTSIMM, OHO HE MOTJIO COllepHuYaTh ¢ TanocoMm. U
OHa HaKOHeIl MOHJa, To4eMy TaHOC TOBOPHUJI, UTO MOIIAJUT €€, eCNIA OHa BRIIEPKUT ero yoap U He
norubHeT. ITO He ObINIa IMOXBaJla MU IPUTBOPCTBO; V HETO MeMCTBUTENIBHO OblIa CUJIa, YTOOH TaK
roBopuTh. Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa TOXKe He MOTIJla 3alUTUTh cebd. ... [Tocye Toro, Kak OH IOBOJIHHO
6e33a00THO pemnua Borpoc ¢ KanutanoM Mapses, TaHOC IIarHYB BIepeq, YCTPEMUIICS K IylaHeTe. B
BO3MyXe OH YBU[IEJ COTHHU THICSY TSIKEJI0 BOOPYKEHHKIX BOMHOB JlefisiHOrO 1neMeHu. XoTs JlegsiHoe
meMst ¥ OBIJI0 YMCTBEHHO HETIOJTHOIIEHHBIM, 9T0 — He ca0bii Hapop. M3-3a CypOBBIX YCIOBUM
OKpYXKalollen cpefbl Ha BCel NefsTHOM KPUCTAIbHOM 3Be3[Ie 0CTalIOCh BCETo 4yTh 0oJjiee MUJIIMOHA
JIeHBIX TIJIEMEH, U [TOYTHU OfHA flecsiTas U3 HUX NOCTATOYHO CHJIbHA, YTOOH 1eTaTh. CUIIbHBIN BOUH
He 00513aTeIbHO [OJIXKEH JIeTaTh, HO 00€el], YMeIOIK} JIeTaTh, ONpefieIeHHO He OyHeT cabbiM. ITO
TOBOPHUT O TOM, YTO MOTeHIMan JIegsHOro mieMeHu BOBCE HE Mall. B 9TOT MOMEHT IIpeABOAUTEND
JlemsHOro nyueMeHu yBuaell TaHOCa U C CEPbe3HBIM JIUIIOM YCTPeMUJICcS BBepX. “TIpOKIATHIN
3axBaTuMK, npuMu rueB Jlegsuoro Bora!” [Ing Hero cutyanus yxe 6Obia scHa. TaHOC, KOTOPHIN
CTOSIJI TIepef HUMHU, IIPUIIe]I C HAMepPeHreM BTOPTHYTHCS, TaK YTO 3[eCh Heuero o0CyxKaaTh, ClIenyeT
IEerCTBOBaTh. A MHUIIOM K HACTyIAIOIIel aTake Bpara TaHOC JIAIIb CJIOKUII PYKU U XOJIOGHO
IIOCMOTPENI Ha NPOoTHUBHUKA. “DbI0X...” B Crenyomyo CeKyHay IIpeaBOAuTeNb JIefsHoro nIeMeHu
IIPeonosiesl KAIIOMETPOBOE PACCTOsTHME C TPOMKUM 3BYKOM pa3phiBa BO3[yXa, IIOAHSI 3aMOPOXKEHHOE



KOTIbe ¥ SIPOCTHO yaapuil TaHoca. YBUOEB, YTO MPOTUBHUK IO-MIPEXKHEMY HE OIBUKETCS, B €r0 Cepale
BO3HMKJIa MCKOPKa HamexXawl. CriefyeT OTMETUTh, YTO er0 CKOPOCTh B 3TOT MOMEHT HOCTUTIIA TPEX
3BYKOBBIX CKOPOCTEH, U, MpubaBUB K 9TOMY CUIY apTedakTa B ero pyKax, OH MOT Obl pa3pyIIUTh
maxe ropy. OH He MOT TIOBEPUTh, YTO TEJI0 IPOTUBHUKA OymeT mpouHee ropel. “Ympu!” C momHoM
Bepoli JlefsiHOTO TIJIeMEHH KOIIhe B €T0 pyKax Mpobusio TaHOCs B Tpy[b. YBUAEB 3TO, OH Jaxe He
yaepaarscs U yIbIOHYJICS ¢ TOp&KecTBOM. “Xa-xa...” Ho moce Toro, Kak OH CMesiJICSI HeKOTOpoe
BpeMs, CMeX y Hero ObICTPO mpomnarn. [IoToMy 4To OH He YBUAEN, KaK KPOBb U3/TUBAETCS, U HE
3aMeTus BeIpaxkeHue 00U Ha JTHIle MPOTHBHUKA. DTO BHE3AITHO BEI3BAJIO B €T0 CEPAIe CUITbHOE
YYBCTBO TPEBOTH. B clenyoilyio CeKyHAy OH yBUAEN, KaK TaHOC JIETKO MTOAHSAN PYKY, CXBaTHUII
3aMOPOKEHHOEe KOIThe U 3aTeM IOMOHSI ero. “BoT u Bce, apredakt?” CMOTPs Ha pa30uBIIeeCcs KOIbe,
TaHoC MOYyBCTBOBAJ B Ccepflle Npe3peHue. KopeHHbIE HapOAkl OCTAIOTCS KOPEeHHBIMH, faxe 6ojee
IIPOYHOE OPYyXKHUe CMeJIo Ha3blBaloT apTedakToM. Korga Kombe TOJIBKO YTO ITPOPBAJIO €T0, OH
MCIT0/Ih30BaJl CUITy Pa3pyLIeHUs, YTOOH YKPEIUTh CBOE TeJI0. ITOT TaK Ha3biBaeMHbIN apTe(akT
pas3buics Ha KyCKH, CJIOBHO TOdy, B ero TeJle, CO3[aBas UIIII03UI0 MPOH3eHUS ero. “HeBo3MOXKHO...
9T0 He MOXKeT OBITh IpaBmoi...” [IpemBoguTens JIegsHOTO MJIEMEeHU CMOTPe Ha apTedakT, KOTOPHIX
MCcYe3 BMeCTe C HaKOHEUYHUKOM KOITbsI, €T0 JIULIO BhIpaXkasio HeflOyMeHNe, a B Cepflie OMHOBPEMEHHO
poxuiachk 6e3HafekHOCTh. ClIeyeT OTMETHUTD, YTO 3TO KOIIhE SIBISETCS UX CAMBIM MOIIHBIM
aptedakToM; €C/IH faxKe OHO He MOXKET MPOOUTh 3alUTy TPOTUBHUKA, TO Ha JIEASHOW KPUCTAJIbHOU
3Be3[Ie He OCTAETCS OPYKHUS, CIIOCOOHOTO MPUYUHUTE BpPary Bped. UHbLIMY CIIOBaMu, TPOTUBHUK yKe
HeroOenuM. TaHOC K 9TOMY MOMEHTY y2Ke II0TePSIJ TeplieHre; COTePHUK OB CIIUIIIKOM Ca0bIM,
yTOOBI TPATUTh HA Hero BpeMsi. CKOpPO OH MaXHYJI PyKOM U yaapuil MpOTUBHUKY. [IpeBomUTEH
JlegsiHOTO TIIEeMeHU OBIT ITOPazkeH, aXke He yCIeB cpearupoBaTh Ha Takou yaap. “Il¢...” C rpoMKuM
3BYKOM CaMblid MOIIIHBIM BOKH JIeOIHOTO IIJIeMeHHU, IPeABOAUTENb JIeAsSHOTO IeMeH!, MTHOBEHHO
obpartuscs B 0671aK0 KPOBSHOTO TyMaHa. YOUB cTapuka, TaHOC ITOCMOTPeJ BHU3 Ha JlessHoe IieMs.
Ha atot MmomeHT JlegssHOe 1eMs OblIO IPUBEIEHO B IBUKEHNE CMEPTHIO TPEIBOIUTEIS.
“TIpemBoguTtens MepTB!” “OToMcTUTE 3a npeasoputensd!” “B ataky!” CMOTps Ha CTpaHHBIE KPUKU
JlepsiHOTO IIeMeHy, TaHOC JIUIIL CXKaJl KyJIaKU C X0JI00M, a 3aTeM yoapui B Bo3ayX. “Bym...”
Pa3pasncs rpoMKuii Bciieck. MoliHbIe pa3pyIIuTe/lbHbe CIIOCOOHOCTH MIHOBEHHO yOpau 60/bIloe
KOJIMYeCTBO NIiofel u3 nareps JlegsHoro nneMeHnu mepef HuM. “ByM...” ['pOMKUM 3BYK IIPOAOIKAI
pasmaBaThcs. [Toce yOuiicTBa B TeueHHE HEKOTOPOIro BpeMeHu XpaM [IBa B OTKPHEITOM KOCMOCE
npuOsLT BMecTe ¢ 6oee 4eM cTa KocMuueckuMu 60eBrIMu Kopabnsamu. Ho TaHoC He T103BOTUI
KopaOsM IIPOAoJKaTh. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH HaXOJuJICS Ha MHUKe SIPOCTU U He XOTell, YTOOH ero
Oecmokounu. M BOT Tak, Yyepe3 HECKOIbKO YacoB. BOJBIIMHCTBO U3 COTEH THICSY BOMHOB JIeITHOTO
IIJIEMEHM yKe OBbII0 YOHUTO. A OCTABIIMECS BOUHEI JIeSTHOTO IJIeMeHH 00Jibllle He PeIlajtCh
aTrakoBaTh. [laxke HECMOTPS Ha MX HEBHICOKHM YPOBEHb MHTEJINIEKTa, Ha0M0aas 3a IMOCTOSHHOM
CMEPThIO CBOUX COIJIEMEHHUKOB, OHU yXKe IIOTEePS/IU AyX U JaBHO IIepecTalu CMOTPETh Ha CMEPTh C
6e3pasnuureM. “Ha momomis!” “[IbsBo, 3T0 AbsBon!” “Berute, s He X04y ymepeTh!” HenspecTHo,
KTO HaydaJj IIepPBBIM; C TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK IOABUJICS Oe3epTup u3 JIegsaHoro mnaeMeHy, OCTalbHbIe
JefsTHEIE TIIEMeHa Havajld HeEMe[IJIEHHO ITOKUAaTh 1moje 60s. YBumes 9To, TaHOC He CcTan
mpecnenoBaTh ux. [Ioce Tpex 4acoB OMHOCTOPOHHET0 YHUYTOXKEHHUS OH y2Ke YyBCTBOBAJI HEOOIBIITYIO
yCTaJIOCTh, ¥ laXke He IPUHSI C co00i CBOe OpyxKue U OPOHIO B 9Ty 3KcHenuiuio. OH He 0XKHUAas, 4YTO
Kanutan Mapsen OygeT Takoii c1aboi, a 3T0 Tak Ha3bkiBaeMoe JlesiHOe TIeMsl 0KaXKeTCs CTOJIb
HAYTOXHBIM. CMOTPS Ha CBOM PYKH, OH BOPYT 3aXOTeJl UCILITaTh, KaKyl0 pa3pyLIUTEIbHYIO CUTTy €ro
CaMblil MOILLIHBIN yAap MOXKEeT IPUUYUHUTb.
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