— TocniopuH ..., MOMomO¥ ToconuH ...! IIpory Bac ...! — M0 ero Co3HaHUS HOHOCHUIICS YeH-TO TOJOC.
B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHla CMyTHOE, CIIOBHO OKyTaHHOE TYMaHOM CO3HAHWE, Hayajio BO3BPAIIATLCS, BCE
CITy4HJIIOCE.

— Xaaaak!! — OH Pe3KO0 OTKPHII I'1a3a U ¢ KPUKOM MOACKOYUII.

— Ku-g-9x!! — pa3pasncs BU3r.

['poxor.

OH cymopoXKHO B3[IOXHYJI X CXBATUJICS 3a TPY[b, TAKEJIO MbIIIa.

— Xaa... Xaa...

XOJIOHEIM TIOT TEK 110 BCEMY eTo Tefy, a cepAalle OUIoCh Tak, CIOBHO BOT-BOT BEICKOUMT.

— O1-0H, C BaMU BCE B IIOPSIIKE, TOCIIOOUH?

YcnbiaB MATKUN Ioj10c COOKY, OH C TPYAOM IIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U YBUIENI MaJIeHbKYI0 NEeBOUKY JIET
IecsiTU, KOTOpas cuiesa Ha [OJIy ¥ KpOBaTH ¥ CMOTpesia Ha HeTo C 00eCTIOKOEHHBIM JIUIIOM.

«4T10? YTO MPOUCXOOUT?» — C ObIXaHHEM IIPHIII0 U HEKOTOPOE CIIOKOMCTBYE, ¥ OH HayaJl
OCMaTpPUBAThLCS. BOKPYT GBITIO ITOJTHO CTPAHHOTO.

OH HaxXO[UJICS B OTPOMHOM KOMHATe, HAllOJTHEHHOW CTapUHHOM MeOeJbio.

CTeHBI OBIIH YKpPaII€HbI BEJINKOJIEITHBIMU KaPTUHAMU U YKPAIIEHUAMHU.

OxHa, coelaHHBIE U3 Jepesa.

W, HaKoHeIl, meBOYKa B (popMe TOPHUYHOM.

Huuyero 13 3TOro He BRITISAOETIO peaJIbHBIM.

OH OBITT YBEPEH, UTO ero yOusu, OH 3afbiXasics, ucTeKast KpoBbio. Ho, OTKDHIB I'/Ta3a, OH OKa3ascs B
3TOU POCKOIIHOM KOMHATe?

Ecnu oH XKus, pa3Be OH He ONOJIXKEH OBLIT OYHYTBCA B 6OJ'II:»HI/II_IG?



IToka ero B3rman 6ecn0pﬂ)10qu 6Hy}KI[aJ'I I10 KOMHATe, I€BOYKa, CUOEBIIad Ha II0JIy, BCTalla U CHOBa
3aroBopuiia:

— l'ocniogus Payns, Be B nopsake? Bel 04eHb CUNIBHO BCIIOTENHU. [103BaTh 1ekaps?

«Paymnb?»

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/[la OH C HEHOYMEeHHEM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha IEBOYKY, OH YBUMAEN TO, Yero He HOIKHO
OLLJIO OLITE.

Hap e€ ronoBo# mosiBUIKCH MajleHbKKe OYKBH: [YpoBeHs 3. AHHa].

— AnHA"?

— IIa, rocrionuH, — OTBeTHU/Ia OHA, Kak OyATO BCE OBIIO B TIOPSIAKE.

OH HaXMYPHIICS ¥ CXBATUJICS 3a TOJIOBY.

Kaxertcs, on noman B Mup «KoOHHEKTa».

‘{epe3 HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT OH, TEIIEPb Paynb, CHupell 3a IMCbMEHHEIM CTOJIOM C CepbéSHBIM
BBEIPaXKEHHUEM JIAIIA.

OT cBOel MMYHOM TOPHUYHOM AHHEI OH yCIIeJl y3HaTh Koe-KaKue CBefleHHs 00 3TOM MUpe.

[Tocne Toro kak oH IIOCMOTPEJI B 3€PKAJI0O U YBUOET HM3MEHEHHOE TEJIO, peaJIbHOCTh Ha4dajla ero
IIOHEMHOT'Y HaCTUT'aThb.

«{ monan B Mmup «KoHHekTa»...»

9T0 He OBIJIO MPOCTO MOAKIII0YeHWeM K urpe. OH Iepepoauics B Telle MalburuKa [0 UMeHH Payib,
CYIIECTBYIOIIETO B 9TOM MUDE.

WM B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/la OH 3TO OCO3HAJI, IIePe] ero rila3aMu BCIJIEIIO MaJeHbKOe OKHO C
COOOIIeHUEM:

[3akpemnienue Oy 3aBeplieHo. AKTUBUPYETCS CUCTeMa 3aKPHTOro 6eta-TecTupoBaHus. Temneps B
MOKeTe UCII0NTb30BaTh HHTep(deiic momp30BaTens. TeKyllee KOTHYECTBO I0Ib30BaTened: 1.]

Korga Paynb yBumen cucTeMHOe coobIeHre, ero mpomub 03H00.



OH He MPOCTO TIEPEPOIUIICS B MUPE UTPHI, OH MOT MCIIOJIb30BaTh €€ CUCTEMY!

B ero romose BuXpeM IIPOHECINCh MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIE CIIOCOORI, KAaK MOXKHO OBIZIO BOCIIOJIb30BAThLCS
3TOU CUJIOH.

«[TomoxmuTe... 3aKpHITHIH OeTa-TecT? M ecnu monb3oBaTeNei BCETO OAWH, 9TO 3HAYUT, UTO B 9TOM
MUpPE TOIBKO S MOTY UCIOJIb30BaTh UTPOBYIO CUCTEMY?»

Ero rmaza 3abnecrenu.

C TOuUKY 3peHus 4Yel0BeKa, KOTOPHI IOCBSATII CBOIO XU3Hb IPO(eCcCHoHaNbHOMY FeUMUHTY, Payib
He MOT YIIyCTUTh TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTE.

«CHaugana HY2KHO BBISICHHUTE, KTO 1 U I'T€ I HAXO0XKYChb».

Paynb npoBén B Mupe «KoHHekTa» 15 jeT. OH He TOIBKO OB OOHUM U3 BEIYIIUX UTPOKOB, HO U
yIIPaBIIAI MONYIAPHEIM CAUTOM C MH(POpMAIel 0 MUPE UTPHL.

Xotsa «KoHHeKT» OblJ1 OTpOMeH, 6a30Bhle CBEEHUS HaNEKHO XPaHUIUCh B €T0 MTaMSATH.

[ITecTs YeIOBEYECKUX roCymapcCTB, OIBAd U3 KOTOPBIX OBIIH HMIIEPUSIMH, a YEeThIpE€ — KOPOJIEBCTBAMM.
A Take MHOXKEeCTBO COI030B U3 [JeCITKOB TOpOOoB.

KonmuecTBo MBOPSTHCKUX ceMel OBIJI0 HACTOJIBKO BEJIMKO, YTO OJHUX TOJIBKO UMEH OBIIIO
HEeJ0CTaTOYHO [ upeHTuUKanuu. Tak OH JyMa.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT...

[MHpopManus o monb3oBaTese 00HOBIEHA. [IpoBoaUTCS Pa30I0KMPOBKA HAHHBIX. |

Kak TO/MbKO MOSIBUIIOCH CUCTEMHOE COOOIIIeHre, B €TI0 TOJI0BY HAXJIBIHYII IIOTOK WH(POPMAIIHH.

— Kxaa! — OH cxBaTuCs 3a rOJIOBY, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CTy4Yasl I10 €0 MO3Ty MOJIOTOM.

OcTpas 601b cHaBuIa €ro TOJI0BY, HO BCKOPe OHa Ipoliia, ¥ Paymb Havyan BCIOMHHATh COOBITUS 3a
nmociaenHue 15 net XKU3HU.

— Xaa... Xaa...

Paynb TsKe0 B3[OXHYII, IBITAasICh IPUUTH B ceOs1 ¥ Hadas AyMaTh.



«I'padcTBO SmITOHOB B KOPOJeBCTBe PybeH? I'me-To s 9TO yxKe chiwlmal... [Togoxaure!»

[TeITAsiCh MBICJIEHHO BOCCTAHOBUTh KAPTy KOHTUHEHTA ¥ BaXKHeHIIne COObITHS, Payb BHE3AIMMHO
nobnemHert.

— Yeprt Bo3bMHU, 1 BCIOMHUI!

I'padcTBO JUITOHOB... ITO OB IEPBHIM IOM, YHUUTOXKEHHHIM B MUpe «KOHHEKTa».

2035 rop. BricTpoe pa3BUTHE TEXHOJIOTUY ITIOPOAUIIO COBEPILIEHHYIO UT'PY BUPTYaIbHOU PealbHOCTU
— [KounexrT].

COBepU.IeHHOG OIIyIIeHre PealbHOCTH, IIOYTH HEOTIIMUNMOE OT HACTOAIIEr0 MUpa.

NPC c upeanbHBIM UCKYCCTBEHHBIM MUHTEJIJIEKTOM, He BHI3bIBAIOIIMM HU MaJIeMIIero OLIyIIeHus
dbamnbim.

A TakXe BeIHUKOJIEIIHEIE d)eXTOBaHI/Ie, Marud u CBerCHOCOGHOCTI/I, KOTOPEIE MOZKHO OBIJIO HCIBITATh
TOJIBKO B HITpPE.

Bcé aTo mputsruano moael B Mup KoHHeEKTa.

[1s Do Xén. Urposoit HUK — Kpam.

OH OB BeTEPAHOM C IMSITHAAIATUIETHUM CTaxKeM, BXomsIuM B Tom-100 UTPOKOB.

BEITE B COTHE NydlIux cpenu 0ojiee YeM CTa MUJITMOHOB UTPOKOB 03HAYAJIO, YTO OH 00aman
BBEITAIOIINMUCS CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU.

TewMm Oonee ecnu Y4eCTb, 4YTO OH OBL COJIO-UTPOKOM.

Ecnu Obl ISITH JIET Ha3aj KPYIIHbIE THUIbAUY He 3aKII0UUIN CHeNKy ¢ MMnepuel u He TepeBepHYIU
mup KoHHEKTA, OH, BO3MOXKHO, He IOTepsiyI Obl IEPBOE MECTO, KOTOPOE YOEPKUBAJI B TeUEHHE IeCATH
JIeT.

Ho teneps KoHHEKT Haxogumics MOL KOHTPOJIeM KpynHbIX runboui, u [13 [To X€H ocTtaBancs
€MMHCTBEHHBIM COJIO-UTPOKOM B TOom-100.

Inén-mneérn.



T3 [To XéH B 4EPHOM KOXKAHOU OfeXKMe, CIOBHO HAEMHBIM YOUNIA, C HAKMHYTHIM YEPHBIM II/IAIIOM,
marajl o MoJjy, 3aJIUTOMY KPOBbIO.

BOprT Hero JjiexaJil JeCATKHU TEeJI UT'POKOB B NOCII€XaX C PA3JIIMYHBEIMU JIOTOTUIIaAMH.

C KaXJHIM €ro MIaroM OPpyXKHe, BOTKHYTO€ B UX Te€Jld, CaMO II0 cebe BEIHMMAJIOCh ¥ MCYE3aJio B
CKJIaiKaX ero Imjialla.

Cpe;m TPYIIOB BEIOEIIATICA CTapBIfI CBAIIIEHHUK B OesioM o0naYeHUH, B3Ma3aHHOM KPOBEIO.

OH TAKeN0 ObIIIal, OIIKPasiCh Ha CTYIIEHU BO3BBIIIECHU .

II3BIHB.

15 [To XéH B3MaxHYyJ PYKOH, U HECKOJIbKO KJIMHKOB, TOPYAILlMX U3 TeJla CBAILIeHHUKA, BBIJIETENN U C
TPOXOTOM yIIaly Ha IOJI.

15 [To XéH Hanun 3ejbe Ha PaHEI, HO OJId UCLIEJIEHUA OBLITIO YZ&Ke CIIMIIKOM I103JHO.

— Kxex... B ©Tore BCE Tak U BHIILIO, YyXKe3eMell.

Craphiil CBAILIEHHUK, T00TeHEBILINH e11€ 00JIbIlle, 3aTOBOPUII.

Ho Ils To XéH He OBIT 3aMHTEPECOBaH B €r0 CJI0BaX, MMPOOOJIXKasl KCKATh YTO-TO B TeJle CBIIIEHHUKA.

— Bemukui#t Bor ckasas, 4To criacuTesnb IpuOYyOeT B 9TOT MUP, HO ITOYEeMY IIPHUIIUIM JIUITL BOJIKU?
[ToueMy BHI, Yy2Ke3€eMIIbl, IPUHECIIA B 3TOT MUP TOJIBKO pa3pylieHre? 3ayeM BHl COXKIJIM ropofa U
yOuu HeBUHHBIX? [ToueMy cuenanu pabaMu 3[eIIHKM Hapox?

Crapuk ¢ yKOPU3HOU rOBOPHUII 3T0, Ha 4TO ¥ [13 [To X€Ha HEPBHO JEPHYIOCH BEKO.

OH mpucnymancs K JOHOCSIIUMCS u3faneka 3ByKaM O0€B U elllé ObICTpee 3alllapyul pyKaMHu.

Hakonell oH HaIén HeOOJIbIION KYJIOH, CIIPSTAHHLIM B ONeXK/e CBSIIeHHUKA.

«@yx, Haiéen. Hy>KHO IIOTOPOTIUTHCS».

Crapuk u3 mocjaemHux cui cxBaTum [13 [1o XéHa 3a JTOOBIKKY.



— Trl He nyuine ux... Ho He 3a0biBaii: BCE CBEPIIXUTCS 110 Bojie O0roB... Y BEI 3amnaTuTe 3a CBOU
rpexu... Kxek!

[TponuBasi KpoBaBhle CNIE3RI, CTAPHIM CBAIIEHHUK IIPOU3HEC CBOM IIOCJIEIHUE CJIOBA, ¥ €T0 I'0JI0Ba
0e3XK1M3HEHHO yIajia Ha 3eMITI0.

15 JTo XéH c TOPbKOM YCMEIIKOM OTIENNI €T0 PYKY.

— (DYX CTapI/IK, He MEHsA BHHHU, a I/IMHepI/IIO 1 TeX, KTO 3aKJII4YUJI C HUMH CTOBOD. 9TO OHHU
IIPEBPATHUIIA 3TOT MUD B XaO0C.

XoTs ero HeCKONMbKO Gecniokounu cinoBa NPC, BpeMeHU Ha pa3fyMbs He ObLIO.

«HykHO0 GbICTpee HaWTH TO, YTO HYKHO, ¥ BEIOUPATHCS OTCIOHA».

K cuacThio, OH yCIEITHO YCTPaHUI OTPSA TUiIbAnu. Ho BCKope JoyKHa Obila MOSBUTLCS OCHOBHAS
apMus.

YToOHI HE TOTEPSITh IJIOAH IIECTU MECSILIEB TPYa, HYKHO ObLJIO JeCTBOBATh OBICTPO.

OH, mepxa KyJOH, TIOTHSJICS Ha BO3BHIILIEHUE, Te ero MPUBJIEKIIa yKpaluleHHas pe3bboi
TpoHOMO#0OHas MeOeb.

15 Jo Xén kuBHYT 1 6e3 KojieOaHuM BCTABUII KYJIOH B yriy0ieHrWe Ha CIMHKE TPOHA.

BCKOpe TIOSIBUJICS IOTAHHOMN IIpoxon, 1, CIIYCTUBIINCE BHU3, OH YBUOEII UX — TPHU MI/I(I)I/I‘-IGCKI/IX
IIpeaMeTa, BIIEPBLEIE IIOSABUBIINXCA B MUPE Konnekra!

— Bcé, kak B onucanuu. C sTumu apredpaxkramu! — I13 [1o XEH cxkas KyJlak, KPerKo CTUCHYB T'yOHL.

OH HOHSII, YTO C UX IIOMOIIbI0O CMOXKET CHOBA 3aHATh ImepBoe MecCTO, 000THAaB I/IMnepmo " KPYIIHBIE
TUIIBONN.

BBICTpO CJIOKUB TPHU apTe(baKTa B MHBEHTAPb, OH HAIIPABUJICA K BBEIXOOY, HO YTO-TO IIPHUBJIEKIIO €T0
BHHMAHHE.

«YT10 3T0?»

B manmpHEM, TEMHOM YTIy, Ky[a He DOXOMUN CBET, JiexkKasl KaKON-TO ITpeaMeT.



XoTst eMy ciemoBao Obl ToponuThes, I13 [To XEH, caM He 3Has ITOYEMY, ITOAOIIENT K HEMY.

— 3T0... KapTPUOXK IS UTPHI?

HebomnbI1110# m1aCTUKOBBIN IIPpAMOYTOJIBHUK Pa3MEPOM C JIaOOHE. ITO TOYHO ORI KapTpuagxK OJisd
CTApPBIX UTD, KOTOprI;I KOJIJIEKIUOHEPEI ITOKYIIAIOT 3d OTPOMHEIE JEHBI'U.

Ho moyeMy KapTpuaxK oKa3aJjCs B CPeOJHEBEKOBOM MUPE BUPTYaJIbHOM PeasbHOCTH?

3aJIYMaBH.II/ICB Ha[d CTPAHHOCTBIO CUTYyalluH, OH BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IIOMEXHU.

I,

Ero 3peHue Havao UCKaXkaThCs, CJIOBHO MTPOITyCKasi CUTHAJ. B roymoBe pasmacs Ty, u 607k
IIPOH3UIIA €T0 Yepell.

«YEPT, 4TO IPOUCXOTUT?»

B maHuKe OH CXBaTU KapTPHUIXK.

B toT MmomeHT I3 1o X€H ¢ CUNIbHBIM yOapoM Oblsl BEIOpoIIeH u3 Mupa KoHHekTa.

— Xa... xa... — [Is JTo XéH TsSXKeJo OBIIIal, ONUpasch Ha Pa30UTYIO KaICyy.

OpmHOM PyKOM OH CXKMMaJl CBOM XKHUBOT, a PsAIoM ¢ 6e3BOJIbHO CBHCAIOIIE! APYTrof PyKOo# Bassnach
CIIOMaHHas JepeBsSHHas IalkKa.

«Kak s moKaTuics [0 9TOro?» — OyMaJl OH, TJISAS Ha CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY, 3a/IUTYI0 KPOBLIO, U
MOpIIUIICS OT 60omu. ['opsiyast KpOBb CTeKasla 10 JTagOHU, ¥ OH CTUCHYJI T'YOHI.

— Ycnokowusncs, HakoHeI-To? Bcé paBHO MOT ObI YITH CIIOKOMHO, TaK HET K€, PEIINI COIPOTUBIATHCS
10 IIOCJIEHETO.

Korpga IIs [To X€H ¢ TpyaOM IOJHSI TOJIOBY, OH YBUIE OKPYKUBIIUX €r0 MyKYHUH B YEPHBIX
KocTioMax. OIMH U3 HUX, CTOSIINUM O/TMXKe BCeX, IepKall HOX [IJIs CalllMMH, C KOTOPOTo Kalaa
KPOBb.

C3aju pa3mancs rojoc OOHOT0 M3 MYXKUYKH, Pa3roBapHBaIOIIero mo TenedoHy.



— [la, rocriopuH npepcenaTesib. Mel ero norManu. Kak mOCTynuTh... JKMBBIM AOCTaBUTL? [10HSI.
Xopot11o, coenaeM.

3aKOHYHUB PA3roOBOP, OH OTHAJ TPUKA3:

— O, pasbepurech ¢ HUM. CKa3aiu, TOJIBKO I'0JIOBY IIPUHECTH.

Korga myxuunbsl npubnusunucs, [1s [lo XEH monkiTancs B3MaxHyTh CJIOMaHHOM IIaKoi, HO ero
OpIcTPO 06€e3BPEOUIN.

— Bort v Hapo 661710 OBITH TOOCTOPOXKHEE. [lyMat, 4TO eCJIM Thl XOPOIII B UTPax, TO TeOs Bce OOSIThCS
OynyT? ®aHathl Te0s1 060Kanu, 1 Tebe CTano Ka3aThCs, UTO THl BceMOTymuii? [lypaxk.

Ha ero nuiio Habpocunu 6enyio TkaHb. OH 3a[BIXAJICS, IBITAJICS BEIPBATHCS, HO CUJIBI YETHIPEX
MYXKYUH OBUTH CIIMIIKOM BEJTUKH.

HOCHGHHI/IG MEICIIHY, HpOHéCI_HI/IeCH B 3aTyMaHEHHOM CO3HaHHUH, OBLIJIM IIOJTHEI COXKAJIEHUH.

«4 TOMBKO Hadan OyMaThb, YTO MOTY YTO-TO UISMEHMUTE... Hey}KenH OHHU U IIPpaBAa YOapulInu MeHA
HOZKOM B p€aJIbHOCTH, I'PA3HBIE Y6J'IIOHKI/I...>>

Taxk I1s [To XéH UCITYCTHUII TIOCTIEAHUY B3[I0X, HE 3Has, YTO ero XKOET BIEePenu.
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