saup FOuto ycencs psaaom ¢ CroHb MU, faxke He B3TJISHYB Ha BOIIEAIIEr0 YeaoBeKa.

He monyuuB KejaeMoro oTBeTa, NpuHIl bépToH Hanpsr nuio. OH BHE3alHO MOHSJ, YTO B TOCTHHOM
OBIIIO THXO, 10 HEOOBIYHOTO THUX0. B ero cepaiie MenbKHYIO HemoBepue. OH orisimencs. YBUOEB, UTO
BCe OIIYCTHJIY B3TJISM, OH JINIIb YCUIIUII CBOM IO03peHus. Korfa oH IPOIIEN BIePEN, IPONAsT MUMO
JIofel mepen HUM, OH 3aMEeTHJI, YTO Ha ero MecTe KTO-TO cugell. OH TyT e MPOSBUIT HEOBOJIbCTBO.
Kaxk KT0-TO mocMen cupeTs B ero TpoHe? “Thl...” [Ipexkne 4yeM OH CMOT 3aKOHYUTh (Ppa3y, OH HaKOHEI]
pasrispmen Toro, KTO CUAieN Ha ero MecTe. Ero Horu ocnabniu, 0TYero oH 4yTh He PYXHYJ Ha I0J.
[Touemy aToT 6e3yMmel] IpuIlEn ciofa? Korma oH BooOIIe ycIena IPOCHYTLCS, ¥ TI0YeMY eMy HUKTO
HUYero He cKas3as?!

Ecnu 6v1 BEpTOHA Cripocuiu, 4ero oH O0JbIlIe BCEro OOUTCS, TO OH ONPEeNeNIEHHO OB Ha3BaJl TOTO, KTO
Ol cefiyac nepen HUM. OYeBUIHO, YTO OH OBIT 0YEPEIHBIM BAMIIMPOM, ITPe0Opa3uBIIEMCS
IIPUMEPHO B TO K€ BPeMsI, YTO U OH. ENMHCTBEeHHEeN pa3Hullei MexXny HUMHU Oblla pa3HUIla B CHUIIE.

ToT Bcerga momaByIsiyl ero OMHUM CBOUM [aBJIeHHEM IIPeBOCXOMsInel cuibl. YTo elé O6oblie ero
pasmpaxarno, Tak 3TO TO, YTO MOCTIe TePBOM KPYITHOM BOMHEI, OH HaOpaJsICs CUI M CTaJl KOPOJIEM
BaMIIMPOB. 3a THICAYHU JIET HU OOVH U3 BaMIIMPOB He YOOCTOUJICS 3TOr0 TUTYJIa, ogHako LlisHb HOiito
OYeHb II0BE3JIO0.

TeMm BpeMeHeM, OH faxe GIM3KO0 He MOMOIIEN K BHYTPEHHEMY KPYTY BIaCTH BaMIIMPCKOTO KJlaHa.
YTo6nI ero He peB301éen Kiioc 1 ocTanbHbe, Y HETO He ObII0 BEIOOPa, KpoMe KakK IONTH Ha
oT4YasiHHbIe MePH. HO OH COCTaBIISAT CBOU MIJIAHH C Y4ETOM TOTO, uTO Llsib FO¥it0 BCE elmié ObIn B
cussuke! OH 3HaJ, YTO Y HEro HeIOCTAaTOYHO CHUJI, YTOOBI ITPOBOIIMPOBATH KOPOJIS BAMIIUPOB. [loaToMy,
C CaMoro Hayalla, OH He XOTeJI BMEIIINBATh BO BCE 3TO MPEIBOAUTENIS BaMIKPOB. Ho Kak ke BHIIITIO
TaK, YTO CJIYYHUIIOCH XYMIIee U3 BO3MOKHOTO?

“ITpotiina BCero ThHICSIYA JIET, a TH y2Ke MeHs 3a6bi1?” ListHp FOiit0 BepBbie HCTOYAN AABSIIYIO aypy
KOPOJIS1 BaMIIUPOB B IpuCyTCTBUU Cr0HL Mu.

XOTh OH ellé HUYero 4 He CHelial, OfHa ero IIpeBOoCXogdniasd aypa MOT'Jia 3aCTaBUTh KPOBE 3aCTHITh B
KHJlaX.

BEépToH GBICTPO IPEKIOHUIICS U ITOYTEHHO 3aroBopuil: “Koposb, o3apaBisio Bac C MpoOyKaeHUeM.
CeropHs BBl IOYTUIM MEHS IIPUCYTCTBUEM II0 KaKOU-TO IIpuyrHe? EC/u Ball cjiyra MOXeT 4TO-TO
cenath, POy, TOJILKO CKaxure.” EMy Hy>KHO OBIJIO CIIepBa YTUXOMHUPHUTD 3TOT0 6e3yMIia.

[Toxozke, OXOTHUYbY UTPHUINA OTKJIAbIBAJIUCH Ha APYTo# pa3. Takas mpeKpacHasi BO3MOXKHOCTb -
BCE BIIYCTYIO.

HeaxHo. Ecniu oH He IIpeycIieeT B 9TOT pas, OH nomnpobyeT B gpyroi. OgHaXKabl y HETO 0053aTETbHO
TIOJTyYUTCS.

Lsab FOiiio 1eHUBO ONEPCS Ha MOAIOKOTHUK TPOHA. “f CIIbIIIai, T IPUTIacuil Moo KoporneBy mis
y4acTHs B 0X0Te. MHe OBIJI0 UHTEPECHO, U S PEIINI IOUTH B3TITHYTh BMeCTe C Hel. YTo, pa3Be 3TO
He cOOpHI Ha 0X0TY? [loueMy OHM BCe IpOXKaT OT CTpaxa? BEPTOH, pa3Be TH He [I0KEH BECTHU UX B
nyTh? J[IlyMalo, THI y2Ke BCE MOATOTOBUIL. {1 XKay-He moxkaychk.” CloBa, TaK NETKO IMPOU3HECEHHEBIE UM,
3acTtaBunu cepane bépToHa 3acTydyaTh KaK MOJIOTOK.

OH He pemmcs ragaTh, YTO 3a CMBICTI CKPHIT 3a cnoBaMmu Lsub HOiito: “Ila, ma, ga. Koposns, Bai
MIOAlaHHbIN IIPUTJIACUII BCEX 9TUX FOCTEH Ha 0XOTY. f yKe IPUTOTOBUII [AJISI BCEX OTIIMYHOE
BPEMSITIPOBOXKIEHNE, BCce TOUHO OyayT noBonbHEL.” Ha 16y BEpTOHa IPOCTYIUI 0T, HO OH CIIUIIKOM
00s17ICST CTUPATh €T0 B IPUCYTCTBUY 3TOTO Ge3yMIia.



Knoc ctosin C60Ky, HaClaXOasaCh ITPpenCTaBIIEHUEM. OH HUKOTTa He BUIEJCS C BépTOHOM C I'lla3y Ha
rna3. Ecnu 65 He PaBHBEIE CHIIBI, OH OBl TaBHO YXKe ero 30U,

A Tellepsb, BUOsA, KaK HpeJIOK COBCEM COKDPYILIHUII €10, Knoc omenun 3peJnile Ha IIATh 3Bé3JI U3 IIATH
BO3MOZKHBIX.

“Pas Tak, uném. ITocMoTpuM, yAacTCs I TOMY, YTO THl IIPUTOTOBUJI, YIOBIETBOPUTEL MOM BKYC.” LIIHB
FOiir0 06Hs1 Cionb Mu u mogHssics BMecTe ¢ Heit. [Ipoxons MumMo BEpPTOHA, OH HACTYIIUII IIPSIMO €My

Ha PYKY.

“IIpomty mpoIeHus, T CTOSAI Ha NyTU.” be3xkanocTHeI TOH LigHb FOW0 4yTh 11 He 3aCTaBUII
BépTroHa xapKaThCs KpOBbIO. BEPTOH BCE Gombire 6osincs Lsgub FOito, ero pa3yM OB IOTIOMIEH
IIOMCKOM HOBOTO IIJIaHa.

[TpoknsaThe, 3HaUuT, cTopoHa E Uxkuu Oymet obpedeHa. HeT, eMy HyKHO OBIIO IPUOYMaTh, KaK
OIIOBECTUTD UX, UTO IJIaH OTMEHSeTC.

“TTorimém, npuHL BEPTOH, YTO TH TaK MeAIuLIb? T Ke He 3agyMall HU4ero AypHoOro, ga? 9To
II03TOMY THI TaK OOMIILCSA MTPUCYTCTBUS Kopossa?” Kioc manoBnuBo yiaei0HyICcS BEépTony. [Ipu aTOM
OH fas cebe 11eIb He CIIyCKaTh C HETo Iias.

OH TOYHO He Bepusi B JoOpoayIIre 3TOX 1epcoHkl. I1pd, OH HU 3a YTO He HacT BEPTOHY BO3MOKHOCTh
IIJIECTH MTPOTUB HUX 3aT'OBOPHI.

Bépron yBugern, uto LsHb KO0 ocTaHOBUIICS, YCbIIaB cyioBa Kioca. OH TyT ke capKacTUYHO
ycMmexHyncs: “O 4éM peub? 4 mumb XAy, I0OKa BCe BHIMAYT, ¥ nouny cinenoM.” OH BOBCIO MOJIUIICS,
yTo E YXKHUM CMOXKeT NO4YyaTh HeJlafHOe U He IPUBENET B UCIOJIHEHVe OPUTUHAIbHEIY [I71aH. B
IIDOTUBHOM CJly4yae, CerofHs OH OKaXXeTCs B OIACHOCTH.

Crom, KaK TOIbKO 4TO Ha3Ban e€ Lgub F0i0? Ero KoponeBoii?

OH npurnaacun auib KoponeBy [Iukoi Po3sl. OH B3TISHYI Ha XKEHIIWHY B pyKax 0e3yMila. E€ Bomock
OblTH Kak 6ertoe cepebpo. Kto ermé mor 6uTh Koposnesoit [Jukoi Po3br?

OH OBUI TakK HamyraH BHIOM 3TOro 0e3yMila, YTO faXke He 00paTHl BHUMaHKe Ha XEHIIUHY, TOXKe
CH[IEBIIYIO HA TPOHE.

Temneps. B roioBe BEPTOHE TBOPUIICS HACTOSIIKMM KaBapaak. YTo 3T0 Oblla 3a CUTyalus Takas?
[ToueMy OH He IOHMMaJI, YTO ITPOUCXOOUT?

“ITo xpatHeu Mepe, 3TOT BepToH ymeH.” CioHs Mu nipucnonunacs K nnedy Lisuas F0ii0, 3aroBopus
TaK, 4YTOOBI €€ MOT CJIBIIIATh JIUIIb OH.

OHa pacKpklIa PyKY, TTIsAs B GHUOIETOBEINA KPHUCTAJI Ha JTafOHU. BHYTpY HET0 MeJIbKald pa3Hbe
o0OpasHl.

Ta meByIKa ¢ MacKou netydeit Mumy Obiia TyT. CloHb Mu Bcriomuuma eé: E Yxuu! OHa He
OXKupana, YTo IpefaTelsiMU KilaHa BaMOupoB okaxyTcs [Ipunn Bepton u E Yxuu.

K coxanenuio, 0OHa He MOTJIa CHBIIIATh UX I'0JI0Ca, IIO3TOMY CioHb Mu OBITT HEM3BECTEH UX IIJIaH.

Lstap FOti10 B3sim KpucTat u3 pyku CioHs Mu. JKECTKO CKaB ero, OH B MTHOBEHME OKa ITPEBPATHUIT
KPUCTaJI B IILITb, Pa3BESTHHYIO BETPOM.



JT1O0T KPHUCTAJIJI OH TOJIBKO YTO YOAYHO YKpPaJl'y BépTOHa. OH He O3BOJIMI OB Bellx OPyroro
MYZKYWHEBI HAXOOUTBECA B PYKaX Cronb Mu. To, 4TO OHa IIPUTPOHYJIACh K HEMY, YXKe OBLTIO Ha rpaHu
n1st Hero. Ho nuImb ero KOTEHOK BIlafesl Maruey mojab30BaHUs UM, TaK YTO Y HEero He OBITO BbI60pa.

Croup Mu Toxe Oria 6e3 coB. E€ Bcero-To 3auHTEpecoBas 3TOT mpeaMeT... EMy 00513aTenbHO Tak
BOJIHOBATHCS 110 ITOBOAY JIF000M Menoyu?

-1 (0O[) r Ona chanack, COGOCTBEHHUYECTBO €€ MyKa OBIIO CIIUIIKOM CHJIBHO.

“Ilepxuch psigoM co MHOM. He oTxomu HM Ha mar, sicHo?” LIsHb FOiio He oOpalllan BHUMaHUS Ha
ocyxpmatouruit B3rysy CioHb Mu. BMecTo 3TOro oH CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJICS Ha TOM, YTOOBI IO HEE MOIIIO0
3TO IpefynpexXneHue.

Ta XKeHIIIMHA B MacKe JIeTy4el MK Ka3ajlach eMy 3HakoMoi. OHa omnpeeneéHHO Obljla OMacHa.
X0oTh OHA ¥ Bepua, YTo criocoOHa 3a cebs MOCTOSITh, OHA He Oy[eT IMogBepraTh CBOIO XKU3Hb
OTIaCHOCTH, YTOOBI He TPETHPOBATh CBOET0 BO3/I00IEHHOT0. Pa3 yK OH TaK BOJIHOBAJICS 3a HEE U
XOTEeJI 3alllUTUTh, OHA He CTAHET eMy B 9TOM OTKAa3bIBaTh.

[Toka OHM TOBOPWIIM, T'PYIINa yKe TpudkIa K o0uupHoMy necy. CHapyXKu yKe CTOsIa TOJIA C
y2KacoM U IIIOKOM Ha juIle. YBunes, kKak CloHb Mu U KOMIaHUS MTPUOIUKAIOTCS K HUM, CaMble
TPYCNIUBEIE Pa3phIganuch. HeKOTOpEIe He MOTJIM HUYETro IofeNiaTh, KpoMe Kak y6exaTh B JIec, COBCEM
3a0BIB YUTO TOT, KTO IIPUBETT UX CIOOA, CKa3a:

Jlec MOJIOH KPYITHEIX XULIHUKOB!
Cronp Mu 3Hasna, YTO moAgpa3yMeBa BEPTOH MOA “OTIIMYHBEIM BpEMSANPOBOXKAeHHEM”. B aTuX

OXOTHHUYbBHUX UTPUIAX, I[O6BI‘-I€ﬁ OBLIH He XKHWBOTHEIE, a T€, KOMY HE IIOCYaCTJIMBUIIOCH CIOdad l'IpI/II7ITI/I.
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