9 riaBa

Pop B3mOXHYT ¥ IOCMOTPET Ha IEBYILIKY Iepes HUM.

«Jles, TOT 0 KOM THI JOJI2KHA BOJIHOBATHLCS 9TO THI. THI TOJIKOM He CIiajia C HpOI.HJ'IOfI HOYHU.»

Ycnelas c10Ba «IIpOLIION HOYK», JIud 3appoxkana. TeM He MeHee, IEeBYIIKa BCe ellle YIPIMUIach U
IIPUKYCUB I'yObl OHA ITOKayasia I'oJI0BOM.

«Her... g...»

«Yoap!»

[Ipexme, 4yeM Jles 3aKOHUYMIIA CBOE MIPEAJIoKeHue, Poy y2Ke ObLT Iepef Hel U TIOMHSII CBOIO PYKY. B
cllefyioliee MIHOBEHHE OH HAaHEC CHUJIbHYIO MOIeUYHHY.

YTo oH gesaeT?!

CxBaTUBILKCH 3a CBOM IeKH, Jles BRITJIsAeNna YOUBIEHHO U IOKMPOBaHO. TeM BpeMeHeM, MOJIOA0H
YeJI0BeK IMPOCTO CEPbE3HO MMOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

«4 MOTy IPeI0KUTh PellleHre OJis TBOero 6eCIIOKOMHOTO Cepara. »

OHa ycriblIania CIOKOMHEIN Toyioc 6e3 Kakux-mu0o aMoIuii. BoimHa rHeBa IOAHSTACh B €e CEPAIIE,
KOTZla OHa TOTOBHUJIACh OTBEPTHYTHL ero. OmMHaKO cliefyiolllee ero MpeajiokeHne cpasy ke cOuso ee ¢
TOJIKY.

<<HpOCTO IIOTOMY, 4YTO ThI dHT€JI, 3TO HE 3HAYHUT, YTO ThHI HOJI2KHA BUHUTDH cebs1 3a BEIXKHBAHUE.»

«!My

OTH CjI0Ba 3HAYUTEJNIbHO MIOKKUPOoBaiu ee. OHa IOACO3HATEIBHO OTCTYNIMIIA Ha APy IIaroB Ha3afm,
ymepiuch B fepeBo. Ho maxe Tak, Jlest He oOpaTuia Ha 3To BHUMaHue. OHa JIMIIb CMOTPeNa Ha
MOJIOIOTO YesioBeKa mepeq Hei. Kak oH y3Han? HeT, 9To HeBO3MOXKHO. f HUKOTIa He TOBOPUTIA €MY,
¥ TPyIla HAEMHUKOB TaKXe He 3Haja.

«Kax THI...»

«TBou rma3a.»



Pop nmpoTsHyn manei.

«TBOM TJ1a3a CUSIOT 30JI0THIM CBETOM, KOTTla Ha HUX IafaJl CBET KOCTPa. ITO OTIMYUTEIbHAS YepTa
anrenoB, 3ammTta CBeta. OgHAKO, B OTIWYKME OT YHCTOKPOBHALIX AHTEJIOB, CBET B TBOMX TI'Jla3ax He
OYeHb 3aMeTeH. ITO IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO CKPHITO TBOMM YeJIOBeUECKUM ITPOUCXOXKAEHNEM, pa3Be He
TaK?»

[leByllKa He OTBETHUJIA.

XoTs OHa Bce ellle Obla IIIOKUPOBaHa M He MOTJIa OTBETUTD, Pof CMOT OATBEPOUTD, UTO €T0
3aKyo4YeHre ObIIO BepHEIM. [IeByIIKa, CTOSINAs Iepel HUM, JeiCTBUTENIbHO Oblla THOPHUOOM aHTea.
Ha camoM pene oH yXke HeKOTOpoe BpeMs nnofgo3pesa. Kak nmyyimmi urpox. Pon oueHs XOpoIio
3HAKOM ObIJI C OTIMYUTENIbHEIMU YepTaMU Pa3fInyHbIX pac. [IpoBedst CTOILKO BpEMEHH B UTPE, BCE
OTILITHBIE UTPOKU 00PETAlOT TaKue 3HAHMUS.

[Tocne Toro, kak Pox Hamien Jlero, OH Hayal yaendaTh € BHUMaHUe U BCKOPE PaCKPHIJI ee HaCTOSAIIYI0
JIMYHOCTB. XOTS ¥ HAIIOJIOBUHY aHTeJI, MOIIHEIE 1[eJTUTeIbHbEIE CUJIH ¥ COTIPOTUBJIEHNE TPaBMaM
aHTeJIoB He uc4e3nu. [IpuyrHa, 10 KOTOpoii JIest CMOTia IepeXkuTh MafieHue.

Jlest momkHO OBITH TAaKKe IIOHSIA 9TO U BIIaJjia B JelpecCuo.

«Bot Imo4YeMy s CKa3all, YTO ITOHKUMal0 TBOX YyBCTBA.»

Ckazan Pop, moxasB nje4aMu.

«TBI 3Haellb, T0YeMy TH BblKKJIa. Ho 3TO He MOBOA BUHUTH TBOIO yAady. OTO MPOCTO pe3ybTaT
pas3HUIB MeXAy To00U U ocTanbHEIMU. Ho, TeM He MeHee, TH BCe ellle He MOXKeIllb IPUHSITE 3TO... TH
maxe HageeIlbcst OBITh OOBIYHBEIM YEJIOBEKOM M YMEPeTh CPeHH OCTAIbHBEIX CBOMX TOBAPUIIEH.
[ToucTuHe, UOUOTCKUM CII0OCO0 BCTPEYATh CMEPTh.»

«,.»

Jles cnerka KuBHyna. Ee pyku cxxumanu ee 100Ky.

«Ho B KOHII€ KOHIIOB 3TO HE TO, YTO ThI MO2K€EIIIb KOHTPOJIMPOBATE.»

Ton Poma 3amennuics, KOrga OH MIOCMOTPE Ha Apoxalue miaeuu Jlewn.

«ThI HE MOXKEITh U3MEHUTH TO, KTO TH ¥ HE MOXKEIIb OCTAHOBUTH 3T0. HUKOTa He coxKalel o ToM,
YTO He IIOJl TROMM KOHTpOJieM. FHaue 6eCCMEBICIIEHHBIE COXKAJIEHUS B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CKMHYT Te0S C
yTH.»



«Torma...»

Jless HAaKOHeEIT 3ar0BOpHIIA.

«...4TO MHe JeJIaTh?»

«3JTO0 TBOM COOCTBEHHHBIN MMy Th. TH OMKHA BEIOpATh caMma.»

Ycngimas 3710 IIpeanoxeHnune, Jlesd Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aayMaliacCe.

«f1 monsna, cmacubo, muctep Pomg.»

«He 3a 4T0.»

«...0MHaKO, Balll yiap [eNCTBUTENbHO O0I€3HEHHBIH. .. »

XoTs mporecc OB clerka «rpyosIM», 3TOTO OBIIO HOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI BHITOJIKHYTh €€ U3 TeHH
IIOTEPH ee ToBapHIlel U camoOndeBanus. Ha ciemymolee yTpo ee memnpeccus MOJTHOCTHIO OTCTYIIHIIA
nepey 0ObBIYHON MSATKOM yIHIOKOM. OTO CIerKa yauBuiIo MeTiia, KOTOPHIM ITPOCHYJICS U He OBIT
YBEPEH B TOM, YTO IPou301110. OmHaKo OH C TI000IEITCTBOM ITOCMOTpes Ha Pofia u cierka
ycMexHycs. YTo KacaeTcsl 3Ha4eHUs 9TOU YCMEIIKY, HUKTO He 3HaJl.

Ho TONCTHINA TOPTOBEI] TAaK U HE CMOT yAOBJIETBOPUTH CBOE JTI0O0MBITCTBO. Crienytomue ciaoBa Poga
KWHYJIH €0 B IPOMAaCTb.

«4l mymaro IPHIIIIO BPEMS OTIIPABIISTLCS B My Th.»

«B nyTp?»

OTHU IPOCTHIE CII0Ba 3aCTaBUIM TOJICTOTO TOPrOBIia, KOTOPBIM TOIBKO 3aKOHYUII 3aBTPak, APOXKaTh,
CJIOBHO Ipu3pak. HakoHel[ OH C 3KaJIoCThi0 BCIIOMHUII YTO 3TO Oblyia He ynobHas u 6e3omacHas
KOMHaTa. A 6e3rpaHUYHO OTaCHIH Jiec. ETo cepalle TpeneTasno IpPU MBICTH 00 3TUX YePTOBHIX
BETPOBBIX 3MesX. Ho BCKOpe OH 0TOPOCHUJII 3T MBIC/IM B CTOPOHY. CaMbIi BaXKHBIM BOIIPOC OBINT B TOM,
KaK BEIOpPAThCS M3 3TOTO IPOKJIATOTO Jieca.

MerTtn nocremHo nmocMoTpen Ha Pona ¢ oxupaHueM. [TI0CKOIBKY 3TOT MOJIOLOM YeJIOBEK CKa3all, YTo
y Hero OBIIIO pellleHye, OHO HOJIKHO OBITh cTosIMM. OTHAKO OHU ceryac OblIM MTOCPEIU IOPH U
IIOTEPSATHCS OBITIO JIeTK0. He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO BOKPYT MOHCTPHL. TyT ObIIM He0OXOOUMEL BCEe
3HaHUS, YTOOH! BEIZKUTH. ECITM K Y4eMy-TO OTHECTUCH ITpeHeOpeKUTeIbHO, KOHeI] OyieT TparuyHbIM.

'nmy6oko 3amyMaBIIrCh, MeTII ToxJIomnast cebs mo nuiy, YTo0kl yOpaTh MOCIeqHNe CIedbl COHIMBOCTH.



3aTeM OH yBUfeN, Kak Pof BCTam U CTPYCHUN TPS3b C OEXKIbL.

«[TonnmeM.»

«[TomoxkmuTte, momoxnoute, Pox!»

ToncTeii TOProsen IMMogCKO4YnJI 6YI[T0 OH CHJEJI Ha CTyJie C TBO3OIMHU.

«Kyma MBI ugeM?»

«Ha ceBepo-BoCTOKe ecTh HeOO0IbIIoN TOpogoK. Kak TompKO ME TyZa fobepeMcs, fanbHEUIINN My Th
OymeT HAMHOTO IIPOIIIE.»

«EcTh, 0 yeM OECIIOKOUTHCSI?»

«B o01eMm 1o He 0 ueM.»

Pon nmpsimo otBeTui. Kak o6acTh Oyt HOBUYKOB, KaxKabd gioumM Ilapdunma Ovln pa3BengaH.
Bo3moxHO0 13-3a (haHTaCTUUECKUX BeO-HOBEJ, UTPOKKM HaMePEeHO UCCIeI0Balu HadyalbHbIEe KapThl,
YyTOORI TOYYUTh KAKOU-TO JIeTeHOaPHEIHM apTedakT A JOMUHUPOBAHUS B Urpe. Ilocne, ¢ 3TUM
Maru4ecKuM OpyKHeM, OHM MOTJIX Obl YHUYTOXKATh BParoB ¥ 00beIUHUTh KOHTUHEHT... Ho, YBHI,
PeanbHOCTh XKEeCTOKa. XOTS UTPOKU HAaXOOUIU PEOKOoe U MOTYIIIECTBEHHOE OpyXkKHUe, TYT He OBIIO0
HUYEro, 4YTO MOTJIO Okl «3aBOEBATh MUP».

B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB 3TOT CTaHOAPT CIIMIIKOM BEICOK.

B03M0kHO 3TO MECTO BBI3BIBAET BCEBO3MOXKHEIE TPEBOTH B ronoBe Metiia. OmHako s Pomga aTo
MECTO CJIOBHO €r0 3aJHUM [IBOP. 3AeCh OH OBIJT 3HAKOM CO BCEM, OH 3HAJI Ifie IJI0THOCThL MOHCTPOB
BBILIIE BCETO, I'le MOXKHO HAUTH CHapsIKeHMe, ONITUMaJIbHbIe MeCTa [JIs HOOBIYH U TOMY IOmo0HOoe.
Iaxe ecmu oH OBITT OPOIIIEH B CIyYyaliHOe MECTO, OH MOT IIPUMEPHO HAWTH IyTh, KOTHa
npucMoTpuTCcs. YTo KacaeTcs Mertia, Pox coTHu pa3 Opast 3agaHue 1o COIPOBOXICHHUIO. B aTOM He
OBLII0 HUYETro 0COOEHHO CII0KHOT0 UJIA TPYIHOTO.

YcnpimaB HeyTemIuTeNbHEIN 0TBeT Poa, MeTIl MOT TOJIbKO BHYTPEHHEe Bop4aTh. B ero romose Pop
OBLT CIIMIIKOM HefpykKeno0eH ¥ Moa4anuB. TOJCTEIM TOProBell BCKOPe Hadyajl COMHEBATLCS B CBOEM
M3HAYaJIbHOM PeIlleHuH CIe0oBaTh 3a HUM. Ecnu 05 Pom OBITT COBEPIIIEHHO 3[I0POB, TOTHA 9TO He
BOTHOBAJIO OBl ero. Ho MeTir Ovi1 6071€€ UM MeHee 0CBeNOMJIEH O PaHaX ero oXpaHHWKa. B TakoMm
OITaCHOM MECTE 3TO Pa3Be He PABHOCHUIIBHO IIOUCKY CMEpPTH?

XoTs ero ceppte GBITIO OTeYaeHo, OH yKe exajl Ha TUTPe M yXKe CJIUIIKOM ITO3THO CIIPHITUBAaTh. B



TaKOu CUTyallu! OH MOT JIMIIb C2KATh 3}7651 " CJIeJOBATh 3a OBYMs B TJTYGI/IHBI JIeca.

C conHe4yHBIM CBeTOM BBepxy, Jlec Houu Bce eiife ObIT TUX. BpeMs 0T BpeMeHU MOKHO OBIIO0
YCHBIIATE ITUL CPeAy AepeBbeB. B TpaBe HHOTAA MTOMaAaIuCh Cleqbl KpOIUKOB. [IpeKpacHsbIi
Ier3ax CHSIJI 4acTh OecIokoicTBa MeTiia.

Pop 1men Bepenu, MPOKJIafbBast MyTh CKBO3b PACTUTEILHOCTh. XOTS IMYyTH He OBIIO0, JI03Bl U KOJII0YHe
cTeOnu He Melllaild eMy HY B MaJielinei cTerneHu. IIpocTo TIsAs Ha ero IMOXOOKY CI0XKHO CKa3aTh,
YTO OH HEJaBHO ORI PaHEH.

Jlest cneoBaa 03au, ee CKOPOCTh TakKxKe Oblyia BEICOKOM. BHIJIO SICHO, UTO OHA MPUBBLIKIIA K JUKON
MeCTHOCTH. [laxke XOTs ee ofexXfa He IIOAXOAUIIA [l 9TOT0 Tpy0doro 1moxona, OHa BCe XkKe JIETKO
nonpmepxuBasna teMmn Poma. OnHaKO 3TUM JBOUM NIPUXOAUIIOCH CO3HATEIBHO 3aMeIAThCS UK
HaroMKHaTh MeTily, 4T0Ok OH OB OCTOPOKeH. KoTopoMy Takke TpeOOBalIuCh IePePHIBEI, YTOOH
OTHBIIIATHCS U OTHOXHYTE.

[Tyte Popma Ka3ancs gOBOJIbHO CITy4alHBIM, HHOTTIa OH MOT II0BEPHYThL HaJeBO, ITOCJIE Ha IIPaBO U
MHOT[a el 1o 60/1biIoMy Kpyry. Ha mepBeiid BT MOTJIO ITOKA3aThCS YTO €ro MyTh OIIMOOYHBIH.
Ho Te, y KOro mocTaTOYHO BBICOKOE BOCIPUSATHE, MOTJIA 3aMETUTh, UTO JIeC IIOJIHBIU IPENATCTBUN
IIOCTEIIEeHHO Hayas CTaBaTh 60jlee POBHLIM U pelkuM. CIIOBHO MYThb CYIIECTBOBAJ BCE BPEMS U IIPOCTO
JKIaJs IIOKa KTO-TO HalgeT ero.

Jles cnbltana, Kak ['71aBa roBopus 00 9TOM paHblle. ITO OUeHb BEICOKOKIACCHBIY HaBHIK U TpeboBas
BBICOKOM 0JIM30CTH C IIPUPOLON UMK 37IeMeHTaMu. JTO BKII04aso B ce0ss Maros u [Ipyunos. Jlrogu c

OCTPBIM BOCIPUATHEM Kak PelHOXKepHl Takxke nogxogunu. OHa yxKe BUfea 9T0 paHblne. OgHAaXK AL

ee KOMaH[la I0Tepsiach B jiecy. M momor 3nb@, 94TO yKasaa UM B COBEPILIEHHO IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOM

HampaBnieHuu. Jles Oblsla OUeHb CKEeNITUYHA B Hayajle, HO B UTOTe IIyTh U3 Jieca ObLJI OYeHb I'TIaAKUM.

ViMeHHO TOTfla OHa y3Hasa 00 3Toi TexHUKe y '71aBHl, HO...

Jlest HaKJIOHUIIa TOJIOBY U ITIOCMOTpesia Ha ciiuHy Popma. 1o cioBaMm I'71aBEl, 3TOT HaBEIK MOT'YT
MCII0JIb30BaTh TOJIHKO OIBITHEIE U YMesible 3nbdbl u PeltHpaxkepsl. [laxke 6ojiee TOro, X0Ts: 0OBIYHEIE
371b(H MOTYT 00IIATHCS C IPUPONOM, OHU HE MOTYT aBTOMaTUYeCKHU UCII0NIb30BaTh HaBHIK. Ho
BOIIpeKH 3ToMy, Pon Kasascsa paccnabieHHBIM U JIEHUBHIM, KOfa IIell Brepep. [Jo CUX IOp OH faXe He
IIpucesl HU pa3y, YTOOH MO00IIATLCA C PaCTEHUSIMHU BOKPYT HEro. TO 3HAYHUT, YTO OH He
3nb(GUNCKOTO IPOUCXOXKIEHNS, HO... TSI Ha HEro, OH BeJb He NT0X0XK Ha PeliHOXepa, BEpHO?
KoneuHo, Jles He yacTo uMerna fiesio ¢ perHaxepamMu. OOHAKO OHa 3HaJla, YTO UX IJIaBHOE OPYXKHUE -
3TO YK, a Pox HUKOTa He KUCII0/Ib30BaJ JIyK B 6010...

Torga KT0 0H?

B atoT MmomeHT ceppue JIuu crano eire 0ojiee 03afadyeHHbIM.

Popx ocTanoBucs.



CKBO3b KYCTHl OH CMOT YBUIETh YUCTOE 03ep0 Ha HeOOIbIIOM paccTosHuu. ITo ObTo JIynHOEe O3epo,
¥ OHO pacIiojiaranocs B neHTpe Jleca Houu. B urpe aTo cuutanoch METKOU Ha MOJIYTA U MECTO AJIs
II0JIEBOTO Jlareps.

«Xa, moTpscaroie! »

['nsapgs Ha cBepKalolee 03epo mepeq HuM, MeTI[ I0JICO3HATeIbHO IeJIKHYT Iry0aMu. [laxke XOTS 9TO
OBLTIO HEIOJITO U JaJIeKo, OH Bcerna OblT n30aoBaHHBIM TOPTOBIIEM M IIOXOIK He OBIIM ero CUIbHOMN
cTtopoHoi. C MOMEHTA, KaK OHU OTIIPABUIIMCH B IyThb, OBIIO TPYAHO HAWTH XOPOIIIEe MECTO IS
oTgbixa. TONCTHIM TOProBel] pedIeKTOPHO IIarHyJI BIIepe[l C BEIXKUAATEIbHHIM BHIPaXKEeHUEM JTUIIA.
OpmHako, KaK TOJIBKO €ro TeJI0 ABUHYJIO0Ch, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAk pykKa Poma HajaBuiIa Ha ero Imieye.

OH o3apmaueHHO B3rIgHYI Ha Poga. TeM He MeHee IIpexpe, 4eM OH CMOT 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OH
IIOCMOTpEJI B HallpaB/IeHUHU yKa3aTeNlbHOro nanbiia Poma. IToce aToro ero nuiio crano GemgHBIM,
cnoBHO OyMmara.

[ToToMy 4TO B TeHM JiepeBbeB Ha Oepery o3epa Obls1 O0JIBIION OeIBIN BOIK, UTO TUXO JIexKal C
3aKPHITHIMU TTIa3aMHu.
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