— Crapblil 3MEeUHBIM KOPOJIb CHOBA ChEJl YeJIoBeKa!

— Crapslii 3MerHBIY KOpPOJIb chell YkaHa KoHonatoro u Ky3Hela Yxoy!

— IIpamo y peku! Ilocmemmre u HOI0XKUTE BIaCTAM!

IepeBeHCKME XKUTEU C UCITyTaHHBIMY TUllaMu yOeranu npoys. Bau [[aHIO CXBaTUM ABYX AeTel U
IIOCITIEeITHO BOexKaJl BO IBOP, 3aKPHIB 3a COO0M BOPOTa.

— C ceropHSIUIHETO JHS BaM 3allpelleHO BHIXOOUTH Ha yIHIY!

JIumo Bas [laHio OBIJIO CYPOBHIM, Ha HEM BCe ellle BUAHEUCD CIebl TaHUKH.

CoycTs monrofa BHOBB IOSIBUIICS CTaphlii 3MEMHBIN KOPOJIb, YTO, HECOMHEHHO, CTAJI0 BaXKHBIM
COOEBITHEM.

— Crapblil 3MEeUHBINM KOPOJIb... KOT'0-TO CheJl? — HefoyMeBal Ban Cs0HIo.

Eme MruoBenue Hazag CTaphlit 3MEUHbIM KOPOJIb OB MIPSIMO ¥ HETO II07] HOCOM, Hoefast BeOPO PHIOHL.
Kaxk oH Mor checTh KOro-TO B MTHOBEHHE OKa?

— Ha! 4 Bumen 3To cOOCTBEHHBIMY T'JTa3aMU: TEMHAs TeHb MTOSBUIACh U3 PEKU U yTalllUIa MOJ BOLY
Ky3Hella Yxoy u YxxaHa Kononatoro. B ogHO MrHOBeHUe [jBa KUBLIX 4YeJIOBeKa ucue3nu!

Ban [laH!0 B yKace 3ar0OBOPUII.

— Her, aT0 HemnpaBpa! CTapbiii 3MeUHBIN KOPOJIb TOJIBKO YTO KMBajl HaMm! Kak OH MOT KOT0-TO CHECTh?

Ero cectpa, Ban {1, BMemianace.

Ban [TaHio cpa3y ke OpoCHI Ha Hee B3TJISAA: «UTO 3@ UyIllb TH HECEIb?»

BaHn Cst0HI0 OBICTPO CXBATHII CECTPY 3a PYKY: «CecTpa, He TOBOPHU ePYHMbI!»
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B atot MomeHT Croi X311, HAaXOOUBILINKCS B TOpaX, TOXKE YCIIBIIAl KPUKY XKUTeJIel JepeBHU U
03a/lay€HHO [TIOCMOTPEJI Ha HUX.



«4 xoro-to cven? Yro? Koro? Korma?»

OH pmaxe He TIOAXOOUI K peke. Kak eMy MOTJIO IPUUTH B TOJIOBY HEIPHYTb U ChECTh KOT'0-HUOYIb?

Ero omubo4yHo 00BUHUIN!

Bupst, Kak XKuTenu fepeBHU 0eryT K BiacTsaM, Cioit X3i MOHSJI, UTO 3TO MECTO OIIacHO U JTydIlle He
3alepKUBaATHCH.

[ToaTomy oH GbICTPO cOexa.

OOrryHBIE OUMKKeE 3BepH, [Toefalolne JIIofiel, He IPUBIeKIu Obl BHUMAaHUS BJIAaCTel, He TOBOPS yXkKe
00 oxoTHHKax Ha 3Mei. Ho Croit Xa#t Obls1 coBceM ApyruM. OH OB 3MEMHBIM KOPOJIEM 3TOU
MECTHOCTH, ¥ 1a0C OXOTHUK Ha JEMOHOB, TMYHO Ha3HAUUJI 3a HEro Harpany. JIto6oi, KTo 00HapyKUT
€ero, IIOJIy4uT OOJIbIIoe BO3HArpaXKaeHue, YTO IeJIajio €0 MUIIEHBIO.

Jlaoc 0XOTHUK Ha IeMOHOB, IIpHHAaLJIeXkal K ACTPOJIOTHYecKOMy 6I0p0 UMIIEPaTOPCKOTO JBOpa U
o6Jiagan OrpoOMHOM BIacThi0. MeCTHBIe YNHOBHUKY HE CMEJIU eT0 OCJIyIIaThCS.

OXOTHUKY Ha 3MeN — rpaXmaHCKas OpraHu3alys, Clielranu3upyomascs Ha 6opboe ¢
neMoHn4YecKrMU 3MessMu. OHU BIafiel0T MHOXKECTBOM TEXHHUK II0 OTJIOBY 3Mel, a HEKOTOphIe U3 UX
9KCIIepPTOB 00/1aJal0T Maru4eCKUMu apTedakTaMu, YTO e/IaeT UX OYeHb TPO3HBIMU.

VIMeHHO 3TH [Be TPYIIIH IPEICTABISANN HanbobIyio yrpo3y ais Cioit Xas.

rOCYI[apCTBeHHaE[ U IrpaXpgaHCKas CHy}KGBI.

Crot Xa1t He cobuparsicst 607IbIIle OCTaBaTLCS B 3TOM palioHe, TaK KakK ero yKe PacKpHIIU, U
IIJITAaHUPOBAJI CKPBIBATHCS KaK MUHUMYM II0JITOfa, 0 BECHHI CJIEAYIOIIEro roaa.

OpHako eMy OBLIO OYeHB JTI0OOIIEITHO Y3HATh, 9YTO 34 CYIIEeCTBO IIOeOaeT JIIOZIEeN.

«YTaumTh OBYX YeJIOBEK IOf BOAY B OTHO MI'HOBEHHE — MOKET, 3TO O0UTAIOUIUY B BOJIie
OEeMOHUYECKHUY 3BEPH?»

'ma3a Croi X35 3aMepliany, U OH CHoesall IPeanoioXKeHue.

3a Bce J1eTO, KpOME IEPBOM JEMOHUYECKON CBUHBY, OH HE BCTPETHUII HU OMHOT'O BTOPOTO
[IeMOHUYECKOTO 3BEPSI.

Ero KyJIbTUBAIIAA HE CUJIBHO ITPOOBUHYJIOCH, OH BCE €Ill€ 0CTAaBaJICA Ha BTOPOM YPOBHE CTaaUN



HyxoBHoro cnusinue, Ho Korén Bora [1eMOHOB BHYTpU HETO CO BpeMeHeM HaKallJIuBasl Bce OOJIbIe 1
Oosbllle DyXOBHOTO TyMaHa.

«Hert! ITober Baxuee!»

Cront Xa¥i pemmmit He IyMaTh 00 9TOM CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO. [laxke eciu 3TO ObIT HEMOHUYECKUM 3BEPh, OH
He coOuparcs UATH IPOBEPSITh ero. Msico IeMOHUYECKOT0 3BePS — 3TO XOPOIIIO, HO er0 COOCTBEHHAs
JKU3Hb Obl/Ia BaxKHeEe.

He roBops yxe 0 TOM, CMOXKET JI¥ OH II00EAUTH €T0, JaxKe eCJIU ¥ CMOXKET, C BIACTSIMU U OXOTHUKaMU
Ha 3MeM UIyTUTH OBITIO HEJb3S.

[Tox mponuBHBEIM AoxKaeM u OymryomuM BeTpoM Cioii Xau nobpaics fo 6epera OypHOU peKy, HEIPHYIT
B Hee W, Pa3MaxuBasi XBOCTOM, IOILILIT BHU3 I10 TeYeHu0. [ImaBaHre ObII0 CAMBIM OBICTPBIM
CIIoco00M CITaCTHCh, @ PeKa MacCKMPOBasia ero 3amax, He I03BOJIss OXOTHUKAM Ha 3MeU BRHICTIEOUTh
€ero.

Koneuno, Croit X9 He cTaJjl 3aIl/IbIBaTh HajIeKo, He Oojiee yeM Ha MAThOEeCAT MUIb. ITOT0
PAcCTOSTHKS OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CKPHITHCS OT IIPeciiefloBaHus. B ropax OBIIO TIOTHO OUKUX
3Bepel, ¥ 3alTH CIIUIIKOM I'Ty00KO 03Ha4aso Okl 06peyb ceOst Ha CMEepTh.

«3amnary TyT, a 4epe3 I'ofi BEPHYCh».

Croii X31 cpesaa TO XK€ CaMO€ B IIPOIIJIOM TOfy.
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[Tpormo BpeMsi, ¥ Korga He6o moTeMHeso, Cioi Xai BelJIe3 U3 PEKU Ha Geper.

Ceiiuac OH HaXO[UJICS B MATHUOECSATH MUJISIX OT IePEBHU, KOTOPYIO MMOKUHYJI, — HOCTAaTOYHO AajeKo,
yTOOBI HUKTO HE CTaJl ero mpeciiefoBaTh.

B aToit He3HaKoMOoM 06cTaHOBKe Ciol X9i pacpoCcTpaHuil CBoe 00KeCTBeHHOe YYBCTBO, COXPaHSIS
O6muTenbHOCTh. OH OBIJT 3MEMHBIM KOPOJIEM B 3MENHOM [lepeBHe, HO 3TO He 03HAYasio, YTO OH ObLI
3MEUHBIM KOpPOJIEM B APYTUX MeCTax.

Y Kaxkmoro 3Beps eCTh TePPUTOPHUATbHBIN UHCTUHKT.

OH cTapaeTcs MakKCUMaIbHO COKPATUTh KPYT CBOEH [esaTeIbHOCTH, u3beras npodiem ¢
OKPY2KaIOUIMHU.



3a npenenamMu 3MEUHOM epeBHe, Ha MecTe yOUCTBA ABYX YEJIOBEK.

y PEedYHOoro OoBpara, o6pa303aBmer0Cﬂ MIOCJIe CUIBHOTO AOXKAA. 30eCh YXKe C06paJ'IaCB TOJIIIA.

K Gepery peku mmopoIren MyK4YiHa CPeIHUX JIeT B JA0OCCKOM XayiaTe. Ero BHEITHOCTD Oblzia OOBIYHOM,
HO OT €ro IIaroB UCXOMAWIa HeOORIKHOBEHHAS aypa. YNHOBHUKYU CPA3y 2Ke BRIPA3UIIU YBaXKeHUe,
yCTymas eMy HOpOry.

9TOT 4yesioBeK ObIT Ta0COM OXOTHMKOM Ha IEMOHOB U3 ACTpOHOTI/I‘-IeCKOFO 6]50p0.

— KHH CBAIIeHHUK YoHB, BHI HAIIUIM KaKue-HUOYyOb YIUKKU? — CIPOCHJI OKPY2KHOM CYIbs.
Iaocc C e Ys a aKue-HuO ? — CIIPOCHII O OH C

Ysnb [TUHYKY JepKall B pyKaX BEHYHUK XBOIIA, €T0 I'Ia3a BCIBIXMBAIK, KOTOA OH CMOTpPeIT Ha BOOY: —
3mech IEeUCTBUTEIBHO €CTh CIIeN IEMOHUYECKOH aypsi!

Kak TonbKo OH 3aroBOPUII, XKUTEJIX NEPEBHHU 3alllyMEJIn.

— 970 pmericTBUTENLHO CTaphyl 3MEXHBIN KOpoJib! CIyCTs MONIrofa OH BEPHYJICS, YTOOH YyOUBaTh
nmopen!

— 9t0 KaTtacTtpoda! Kaxariii rog oH chefaeT KaK HeCKOJIbKO YesioBek! Korga aTo yxke 3aKOHYUTCA...

2KuTenu mepeBHM ITaKaJId U IPOKJIHHAIM €ro B CTpaxe.

Ysup [IMHYKY HaXMYypHUJICS: 9Ta He3HaKOMas JeMOHWYecKas aypa He Oblna moxoxa Ha aypy Ctaporo
3MENHOT0 Koposs!

OH nocumuTal HajbliaMHi, ¥ eT0 JIUL0 IOTeMHEeIO.

«4l celiyac HaxX0XKyCh Ha TPeThEM yPOBHe cTaguu KoHmeHcanuu 1y, a 3Ta JeMOHAYeCKas aypa I04TH
Ha OJHOM ypOBHE C MOelu. 4 maXe He 3Ha0, 4YTO 3TO 38 AEMOHUYECKUU 3BEPH>.

Ecmu 6wl 3T0 GBINIa IeMOHWYECKasi KphIca, IeMOHWYeCKast KOIITKa UK JPYToi MeNKwii HeMOHUYeCKUH
3BEPh, OH ObI He MCIIYTaJICs, HO eCJI OBl 9TO Obl/Ia IeMOHHYECKast 3Mesl U NeMOHUYECKUH TUTD, OH
Onl yIrren 6e3 KoneOaHuH.



OOBIYHBINM YEJIOBEK MOXKET JIETKO PaCTOIITAaTh KPBICY OO CMEPTH, HO HE MOXKET CPA3UTHCA C TUTPOM
HJIN JIbBOM.

OH Mor 11erkKo yOUTh 0EMOHUYECKYI0 KPEICY TPETHETO YPOBHS [IyXOBHOTO CIUSHUS, HO IPOTUB
KPYITHOTO IEMOHUYECKOTO 3BEPST €T0 MIAHCH OBLIM HEBETTUKH.

Ysnb [IMHYKY yCTaBUIICS Ha BOAY, HO 4YePE3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs €ro 3padyku BHE3AIIHO CY3UJIUCh, U OH
KpukHyn: — OToiigute OT pexu!!!

*Bryx!*

BopHas riamb BHE3AMHO B30pBAjachk, ¥ B HE00 B3METHYIACh TeMHAs TeHb, IIOMHSIB OPRI3TH Ha COTHIO
¢byToB. TeHb HaOpOCHUIACh HA COMMATA.

He pa3gymeiBast, YaHb [IMHYKY B3MaxHyJI BEHYUKOM, [IOCHUIAA 30JI0TOU CBET. TeHb BHE3AIlHO
yCKOpHUJIach, CXBaTUJIa COJIaTa U, CJIOBHO MOJIHUS, ITOTAIIKUIIa ero 00paTHO B BOLY.

— [Ipe3penntbI 3BEpSD!

Ysup [TuHYKY OB IOTPSICEH U B30OeIIeH: 3TOT 3BEPh CHEJT KOT'0-TO U He VIIeJ, IIPOAoJIKas IoeaTh
JII0Jler Ha TOM ke MecTe. Kakas mep30CTh!

XKutenu mepeBHHU B yKace 3aKpUyasy U pa3bexKaiucs.

OKpyKHOU CyObs OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHUI: — [1a0CCKUY CBSLIEHHUK Y9HB, YTO HaM fejaTh Aajblie?

Ysnp [Tunuxu oTBeTUN: — OTCTymanTe! Onenure 3Ty 30HYy. Korga mpuiue OTCTYIUT, OOUTAIOUIUN B
BOZ€ 3BEPb YUAET CaM.

— Yro... MBI He OyeM ero yOuBaTh? — yIUBHUICS OKPYKHOU CyIbs.

Ysnub [IMHYKY HUYETO He OTBETUJ, JIUIIL OPOCUI Ha Hero B3risaa. OKPYKHOU CYObs TYT XKe YMOJIK.

Ysnb [TuHYKY 3HAT, YTO 0OUTAIOIINM B BOJIe MEMOH — 3TO He CTaphlil 3MeNHBIHM KOpPoib. C ero cumon
OH MOT OBl YHUYTOXKHUTH €T0, HO 3TO OBLII0 OB HETIPOCTO ¥ MOTPe6oBasIo0 OB MCIIOIb30BAHMUS
HEKOTOPHIX KO3BIPEN.

U 9TH KO3BIpY IpefHa3HavaNuCh TOIBKO At CTaporo 3MeNHOro Koposis!

«Mot cTapmuii 6paT ucue3 B 3TOM pPalioHEe, CKOpee BCero, ero mporiaoTuil CTapeiii 3MEUHBIN KOPOJTb.
Bmecte ¢ HuM Onina YenoBeueckas [Tumions, KOTOPYI0 OH COBEPIIEHCTBOBAJI B TeUEHUE IECSTH JIET.



Ero nenebHas cuna Bce elle OoJixKHa OLITh B Teje CTaporo 3MEUHOT'O KOPOJIA».

«f momKeH mouMaTh ero. ITo KJII04 K MOeMy IIPOPLIBY Ha CPefHIOn cTanuio KoHgeHcauuuy nu».

I'maza Ysnsb [TuHYKU BCITBIXHYJIX PEUIMMOCTEIO, HO OH OCTAaBHJI CBOX MEBICJIHA IIPK cebe.

[TpomBuXKeHUE C TPETHETO Ha YETBEPTHIA ypOoBeHb KoHmeHcaluy 11 ObIJI0 3HAYUTETbHEIM CKa4KOM C
paHHe} Ha CPe[HIO CTAaOuIio0, Ha KOTOPOU OH 3aCTPSI YK€ OeCSTh JIeT.
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Bckope conmaTh OLENUIN TePPUTOPHIO.

Korpma Ysns [TuHYXKY yKe cOOMpasICsS YXOOUTh, €T0 B3TJIA[ yal Ha MOJIOAOro YejloBeKa Y BXofa B
nepeBHIo. JTo OblT Ban CsoHIO 3 cemby BaH.
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