Kamar-Taj.Craper omucan ero Kak u3MOXIeHHOE MeCTO0, T0o0HOe CTapUKy Ha rpaHu CMepTHU. Ero
KOTa-To GJiecTsas IICHHA IOTepPsiyia Tuster, IO CTAJI0 CePHIM, a KOxKa IoK-covered
wrinkles.laxe Mmapa 3pavykoB, IOJTHBIX MYOPOCTH, ObIJIa 3aTSHYTa CEPEIM TYMAaHOM, Ka3ayioCh, OHU
npuoOpeTany MyTHbIHM Buf. CTapell mepeXuil MHOXKeCTBO bitter cpaxKeHul B CBOel KU3HU, U JTHUIIIb
npoekuusi MeducTs Obiyia 60IbIlle OOHOM JTaIOHH, HE TOBOPS Y2Ke 0 TeX 37I00HEIX MOHCTpax U3
BCeJIeHHOM, yOuBIIKMX OecunrciIeHHOe KOJIMYeCTBO mofeii. Kaxkpgoe cpaxeHue ObIJI0 Ype3BHYaliHO
OTIaCHBEIM, HO ITOOeOuTeIeM Hallle BCET0 CTaHOBUJICS OH. Ha 3TOT pa3 OuTBa B bepnuHe cHOBa
3aKOHYMIACh mobemon, Kak u Bcerga. OmHaKo 3Ta mobena Oblyla TOPHKOM, U laXKe B CAMOM Ceplle
Crapua He 6v1710 yyBcTBa TpuyMda. [laxe ecnu Ov Tpu BepxoBubie Bonu MmnepaTopa Boaiimans
ObLIM TPU3BaHBI, UCIOJB3YS cuily Kpyra 3eMHOro 3akoHa [J1sl pacIIipeHus TPEIlUH U BTATUBAHUS UX
B TémHoe usmepenue. K cuactrio, cymuocts Cy My, nogo6Ho [lopMamMMy, TPeBOCXOANIA CYTh
BPEMEHHU, ¥ OHa CMOTJIa YCIIEeITHO HeUTPalIu30BaTh MOCIENCTBUS cpaxeHus ¢ KamueMm Bpemenu. Tem
He MeHee, BCE, YTO el ymaoch COelaTh, 3aKJ/II049aioCh B U3THAHUU. JTO Aaxe He cuuTanocbSeal. Kak
TOJILKO YepHopoObIii Meducta BepHETCs, CTapel] He 3HAJI, CMOXKET JIU OH ymepxkKaThcs. YTo KacaeTcs
KamaT-Tamx, BO3MOKHO, He MOKIaBIINCh BO3BPAlleHUs Y4epHOpoOoro MeducTsl, Ha 3eMJie BOoOIIe
He ocTaHeTcs KamaT-Tamgx...C Tex 1mop Kak 3aKOHYHUIACh 3Ta dmuueckast 6uTBa, B KamaTt-Tamxk
IIPOU30IIIO YTO-TO cTpaHHoe. B Kamat-Tagxk pacnpocTpaHsiiack KyTKas aTMocdepa. Bce omymnanu
YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, OHU Jaxe O0sIUCh BCTYNaTh B MEUTALIMIO, TIOCKOJIBKY B MX CEpAllax Lapuio
YYBCTBO KPU3KCa, CIIOCOOHOE CBECTH C yMa. KaxkeTcs, KTO-TO MPSITAICS 04eHb OIM3KO0, IPUCTAIBHO
BIJIAABIBASACh UM B MaKyIIKK ¥ I€PUOJAYECKH [bIlIa UM B TUI0. HUKTO HEe MOT BEIHECTH TaKoe
YYBCTBO, @ Maru C UX BOCIIPUMMUYUBOCTHIO He ObIIM UCKITIOUeHNEM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OUH IOHBIN Mar
He BeigepkKas. OH BCYHYJI T'OJIOBY B IIOPTaJl, OCTaBUB TEJIO Ha MeCTe, U JUKO paccMmessics: — He
HpaBsTCcs Tebe Most TojioBa? A oTmaMm eé Tebe! 3ateM 3akprin mopTan. «IId-b-d!» Beé, uTo octanock
ot KamaTt-Tag — 9T0 6€3roJIoBBIN TPYII C TIIagKUM cpe3oM. HUKTO maxke He 3HAJ, KyMda IOHBIA Mar
TEJIeTIOPTHPOBAJI CBOIO TOJIOBY, TaK YTO JIUIIL OCTABIIKECS OCTAHKHU OBLIM IIOXOPOHEHE!. [Toce 3Toro
nofoOHbIe CTyYau Havyalau IIPOMCXOOUTh OMUH 3a APYTruM. [Ipyroii cTaphelid Mar Mpu3BaJjl MOXKUpPATes
YMOB Y BeJIeJl EMy CHECTb €T0 MO3T. YIUBJIEHHEIH [loKKUpaTeb YMOB HUKOT]a He CJIBIIIAJ TaKoH
HarJo¥ MPoChOBI, T03TOMY OH HeWCTBOBAJl PEIIUTENLHO, HO OblT pa3py0iieH Ha KYCKH MaroM,
KOTOpPHIM BOExKall B KOMHATY, YCIbIIaB IyM. — OH caM BeJie/l MHe 3TO CHEJaTh, 3TO NeHCTBUTEILHO
oH! TakXe rpyCTHBINM KPUK MTOXKHUPATENd Ilepel CMEePThIO 3aCTaBUJI MaroB IIOHSATh, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO.
Bcero 3a Heckonmbko gHel xutenn KamaT-Tamx OblId B MTaHWKE, HOBOCTh O CMEPTSIX YacTO JMOXOOHUIa
no Crapua. Ctapen OeccuiieH, ero HEIHEITHEE COCTOSHUE He TI03BOJISET OJI0JIETh AaXKe OOBIYHBIX
JII0OEe, ero TeJio IOYTH pa3BajuBaloch. PaHee OH MOT BOCCTAHOBUTH 3[0POBLE, KpaAs CUILY U3
TEMHOTO U3MEPEHUSI, HO C COBMECTHOW aTaKoW BaiilIaHCKON UMIIEPUM ITPOXOJ U3 TEMHOTO
u3MepeHus Ha 3eMJTI0 OBIJT BDeMEeHHO II0JTHOCTEIO 3a010KupOoBaH. Terneps OH MOXKET I0JIaraThCs JIHIIb
Ha 602KeCTBEHHYIO CHUIIy, OCTaBJIeHHYIO TpeMs Ooramu MMmepaTopa Baiiianb, YTOO MEOIEHHO
ucuensaTh cebs. OH cTpafiaeT, OH 03afiayeH, oH B 6e3rIcXomHOCTH... — Heyxkenu KamaT-Tamx
cobupaeTcs noruOHYTh y MeHS Ha pyKax? Bapyr nocnwimanuch footsteps, u BOIIEN 10HOIIA C
YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU, 3a4eCaHHbIMM Ha3af. [Tocye mokmoHa CTapily OH MOAOMIIEN K HEMY, B35
IIPUTOTOBIEHHYIO0 UM XUAKYIO Kallly, YEPITHYJI JT0KKOH, IOy Ha TOPSYU ITap U OCTOPOXKHO ITOTHEC
k ry6am Crapra. OH Obut cTapumM yuyeHukoM Crapria, Kapnom Mony, 6apoHom u3 noble cembu.
Craper; mocMoTpen Ha Mopy, He oOHKMMas, 4YTO TOT AyMaeT, HoO Moy nokasaj yCIIOKauBaIlyI0
yNBIOKY ¥ mTpopokan obcnyxkuBaTh Ctapiia. TonbKO 3aKOHYMB Kallly B ONHY U3 HOYEl, OH TUXO0
yTeInI: — Y4YuTeb, He BOJIHYUTECH, S Haly criocod BoccTaHOBUTE Mup B Kamat-Tamx. Bynyiee
M3MEHUJIOCH, U cerdac CTapel] He MOT UCIOJIb30BaTh ['1a3 AramotTo. OH He 3Hal, 4To Mony
cobupaeTcs cOenaTh, ¥ MOTOMY ClIa0BIM I'0JIOCOM CIIPOCHIT. — ThI HAIIEN MpPUYuHY? Momy
YTBEPOUTENIbHO KUBHYJ. — Bce Maru, KOTopble IIOYYBCTBOBAIM aHOMAJIHNIO, Y4aCTBOBAJIU B TOM OUTBeE.
Crapell yxKe 3HaJl 3TO ¥ MOJI4a CMOTpeJl Ha Mopy, H0XKUIasich MPOmoIKeHuss. — 1 coOupaich ux
3amneperTs... I0Ka He HalfeM pemieHue. — OH 3aMsJICs, 3aTEM BCTal Ha KOJIEHU U C TBEPAOCTHIO
nobaBun: — Bcé pagu Kamat-Tamgxk! Ctapel He paccMaTpHBall TaKou BapuaHT. Ho coenaTh 9ToO
03HayaJo MOYTH OTKa3aThCA OT BCel BrIiciIen cunlbl KamaT-TagK. CMOXKET 1T OCTaBIIAECS MOJIOObIE



Maru moHecTu 3HaMs Oynyiero? Ctapel cHoBa 00poJjicst ¢ coMHeHusIMU. Eli moTpebyeTcst Kak
MuHEMYM 10 51eT, 9TOOB BEPHYTHCS B COCTOSIHKE, KOT{Ia OHA MOrjia OBl CpaXkaThCs. B 9Tu mecsTs net
0e3 Tex CTapIIMX MaroB, YTO AejlaTh 3eMHBIM AyuIaM? [IopEICHB MBIC/ISIME, OHA B3TJISHYIA Ha ['71a3
AraMoTTO Ha CBOEM Ipyau U Me[JIeHHO Ipou3Hecia: — f nam Tebe mMecsil. Ecnu Thl CMOXKeITb
Hay4UThCAd KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh ['71a3 AraMoTTO... YIUBIeHe MeJIbKHYJIO B I'Jla3ax Mopny, HO OH He
3aMeTHIl, KaK U3MEHHUIIOCh BhipaxkeHre CTaplia, ¥ pa3rOBOP MTHOBEHHO MepeKmounicsa. — [logoxau
HEMHOTO IOJIbIlle... BHe3amHO BhIpaxkeHne Moy cTaso KpaiiHe HealllleTUTHEIM, U OH 3aCTaBUJl ce6s
CKpHITh pa3o4yapoBaHue, roBops: — Kak mpukaxerte, Yuutesnb. Korfga oH BEIIIENT U3 KOMHATEHI, €T0
r7a3a CBEPKHYJIH, XOTS JINII0 BCE PaBHO COXPAHUIIO YBEPEHHOE BHIPazKeHue cTapIiero Opara.
BepHyBIIKCh B KOMHATY, OH JOCTaJl CTPaHHOE IJIMHHOE KOIbE C M3BUBAIOIIMMCS TEJIOM 3MEeU U
KPaCHBIM KHCTOYKOM, KOTOPOE OBIZI0 COBEPIIEHHO YEPHBLIM M C MCKaXKEHHBIMU YepTaMu. ITO TaKxkKe
OBIIIO «CBSIIIIEHHOE OPYyXKHUe», UCIonb30BaHHOEe Cy My B 6010!
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