J'Ique YMEPETHh Ha ITECKE II0JIA 6PITBBI, CpPpaXadaCh 3a CBOIO CTPAHY U yecTh! B ueMm IIPOK BO3BpPAIIATh
TeJI0 C IIOYETHBIMHU I_IepeMOHI/IHMI/I?

— Tot yHHYTOXKU MO# 3amagHelid 11109, yOuII MOEro OTIla U BCe elre CMeelllh MeYTaTh O TOM, 4YTO S
magy K TBOUM HOTaM? — cMex LI310Hb XyaH ITP03ByYasl X0J0OHLIM JlaeM. [IomaTHyBUIUCh, OHA
OBICTPO, KaK MBICIIb, Opocuiiachk K uMmneparopy Yxkoy. Ee Meu 3amesn, paccekas BO3yx, KOTHOa OHa
crhenasna BRI, IeJISICh IPSMO B HETO.

HWwmMnepatop He gyMai, 4To y LI310Hb XyaH BCe ellle 0CTaJIuCh CUJIBL, IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OHa IOIy4usa
yaap OT ero CKpBITOro OPyXkKHs. B 3TOT pemaiomuii MOMEHT OH BHITONKHY LI310Hb FO51, KOTOPEIU
CTOSII PSAMIOM C HHM, IIPSIMO Tiepef 000, YTOOH TOT IIPUHSI yaap Ha ce0s. KIMHKY BHITONTHSAIOT
TOJIBKO TO, YTO UM IIPUKa3aHO, ¥ HAHECEHHBIN B MOIHYIO CUITy yaap LI3toHs XyaH riy0oKo pa3pe3an B
npepmneybe L3108 H04.

— A! — pa3pgarncs yKacHHIHM KpUK, U uMiepaTop YxKoy yBumen, uTo pyka LI3toubs FOg otpyOneHa. OH
TIOJHSITT HOTY ¥ 6e3XanocTHO mHYyT LI310Hs XyaH. Boib B3opBaachk B ee XKUBOTE, ¥ OHA BHIIYCTHIIA U3
PYKHY Med, KOTOPHI IIpojieTes 10 Bo3AyXy. OHa BHIILIIOHYJIAa CTYCTOK KPOBH.

— §1 mam Tebe MOCNTEOHMIA IIIAHC, — Y UMIIepaTopa MOMpayvHesno aumo. — CraBaics, uiu yMmpu!

[To3agu Hee ObT 00pEIB. [I2KyH XyaH BEITEpJIA PYKON KPOBB C I'y0, 1 CO CMEXOM OTKUHYJIa TOJIOBY
Hasaf.

— CpaBaiicga? — OHa C TPY[AOM IIOAHSAIACh Ha HOTH, BRIPaXKeHUe ee JTUIla HaCMEIINBO
nepenpa3HuBao uMmneparopa. OHa Gblyla OgHA-ONMHEIIeHbKA MPOTUB THICSTYHOT'0 BOMCKA KaBaJIEpUH,
HO Ha ee NuIle He OBIJI0O HaMeKa Ha cTpax. Ee KpomeuyHas ¢Gurypa, Ka3aaoch, CBETUIACh T€POUUECKOM
aypoy, BO3BHIIIAIOIIENCS N0 Hebec, TakK, 4YTO He Hee ObIJI0 60IbHO CMOTPETh. OGpaMiieHHEIe (OHOM B
Buze HeOa U 3eMJI, ee BEIpaXkKeHNe U 0CaHKY MOXKHO ONKUCATh TOJIbKO OOHUM CJIOBOM... BEJIMKOJIEIIHE.

CaeT B ria3ax uMmieparopa 4Ykoy BHe3ammHo moTyckHen. OH Bcerga npeHedperas MoroBOPKOM, YTo
TOT, KTO 00J1afian KpoBaBEIM (eHUKCOM, 061afgan Ok MEPOM, HO B KOHIIE KOHI[OB OH Hallle]l B 9TOM
HEKUW CMBIC].

— A Kaxk HacueT KpoBaBoOro (eHuKCa, KOTOPHIM y2Ke MePTB?! — ero JIUIO ITOTEMHENIO, X OH CXKall
KyJak, oTgaBas npuka3. C KOIbSIMHU B pyKaX, ero JIIOAu XIeHYNH K 1[310Hb XyaH 6€CKOHEYHOMH
BOJTHOH.

4 popunack xkuTeneM 3anapHoro 109, u ympy npuspakom 3anogHoro 103! Kak 6ynro oHa
1103BoJIKJIa cebe momacTh B PyKH Bpara fiaxe B cMepTH!

— XOTs s ¥ yMpY 3[eCh, MOs XKaXa MECTH 3a MPEeCTYIIeHHs TPOTHB MOl CeMbY U [IoMa HUKOT/Ia
He UCCSIKHeT! — croBa 1[310Hb XyaH U ee CMeX 3Bydaluaylepa3auparoine. [Toka 9Ta moCIegHsIst
yIpo3a ellle 3BeHesa B BO3yXe, OHAa Pe3K0 MOBEepPHYJIach u, 6e3 Maneninero KojaebaHus, IPLITHYA C
oOpHIBa.

BripaxeHnue nuila ummneparopa YKoy pe3ko udMenusnocs. OH nogoIies K caMoMy Kpato yTeca, HO
LI3unb XyaH yxKe MOrjoTUsa ThMa 0e3nHb. Y Hee oHa He OBUIO BUAHO, BpsA nu LI31oHb XyaH Morjia
BBIKUTB!

B To xke camoe BpeMsi, 3a IIpegejiaMu CTOJIUIBI 3anagHoro L1o3.



OTpsiz KaBaJiepuyu MOACTETHYJI JIoIIaiel U MoJIeTes K CToIuIe 3amamHoro Lxos.

— JloknagpBaw, — pa3BequrK OBICTPO MOACKAKall K apheprapay CO CPOYHHEIM TOHECEHHEeM. — MEI
oO0Hapyxumu apMuio BoctouHoro YV B mecsaTu KunoMeTpax otciofa! Ha Halrm mo3uiuu TpoaBUTaeTCs
OKOJIO TISITH THICAY YeJIOBEK!

— BocTouHbl Y OTCTymaeT? — TUXO CIPOCUN TeHepaJl, BO3TIaBIAIOIINYA apMui0. — 3anafgHbiid 1109
aj, eCTb HOBOCTH O €ero IpuHIlecce?

— He ObI710 3aMe4eHO HU ITOBO3KH C Y3HUKaMH, HU BOEHHOIIJIEHHBIX! — 6bICTpO OTBETHUJI PAa3BEOYHUK.
FeHepaH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMOJI4Yall ¥ BOPYT OTHAII IIPUKA3:

— BceMm BolickaM XK[aTh 3[I€Ch, II0Ka He MOJ0UIeT Bpar!

IiBe dPMHHU CXJIECTHYIINCE B APOCTHOM 6010, IIOPOOUB PEKH KPOBH.

— Kak uger nopcyer MaeHHBIX? — IIaru TAkKeJlo OpOHMPOBAaHHOTO TeHepana OBIIN TSKEIb U
YBEPEHHE.

— JTokampIBa0 reHepasny, MBI 3aXBaTUIU 324 BpaXKecKuXx congaTta. Komauayrommi apmuu Y 6exarit,
KOMaHOup M3H 0 OTIIpaBUiICs B IIOTOHIO.

— Ypanock 4yTo-HUOYIb Y3HATh 0 MECTOHAXO0XKIEHUN IpUHIeCCH LI310Hb XyaH u3 3amamHoi [103? —
MYXKYUHA CHSJI IIIJIEM, OTKPHIB KPACHBOE JIMII0 C TOYEHHIMHM YePTAMHU JIUIIA. ITO OBIJI0O HEBEPOSTHO
IOHOE JIUII0 C 9HEePTUYHBIMU OPOBSIMU, SIPKUMU T'Ta3aMM, BEICOKMM HOCOM M TOHKMMHU ry6amu. OgHaKo
€ro peluTeabHoe JTuIe OBIJI0 COBEPIIEHHO 6€CCTPACCTHRIM, ¥ OH CaM OH OBITT X0JI0[IeH, KaK
IEeBITUMETPOBLIM KYCOK CKaJlbl.

— OTOT NOAYMHEHHBIU NOIPOCUII 3aKJII0UEHHBIX, IIPUHIIECCY 3anagHoro Ll103... BEIHYOUIIY NPHITHYTh
CO CKaJIHl.

— Co ckanel? — 1maru MyXK4YUHEL 3aMepJIY, a ero B3rjbf 3a0cTpuicsa. — OTnpaBbTe IOUCKOBEIE
rpynnsl! {1 xouy yBUAETH €e KUBOU UJIU MePTBOH!

— 4 xuBy rioy00KO B ropax, Jla-Ou-ga-au-ma. S He 3aKphIBalo CBOM [BEPH 0 HOYaM. JIo-Iu-mo-au-mo.
— 0eI0BOJIOCHIM CTApUK HEC Ha CIIMHE IJIeTeHY0 KOP3WHY U HalleBaJl CTPAaHHYI0 MeJIOOuIo, U Yepe3
JIeC U3BHJIMCTOM TPOIMHKOM. XOTSI €r0 BOJIOCH OBITI O€JIBIMHU, €T0 JIUI0 OBIJI0 MOJIOABEIM, X OH HOCHII
omexmy u3 6eyo¥ KOHOITH. Y Hero OBUT MPOH3UTENbHLIN B3I, OCTPHIH, KaK y scTpeba.

— 3? Ctomn! — OH BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJICS ¥ HAMOPIIVII HOC, MEIJIEHHO CBe[Isl BMecTe OPOBH.

— 3amax KpoBu?



OH Havas MOKCKHU, 60pMoYa PO cebsi, ¥ BHE3AMHO OH YBUOEJ OKPOBABIEHHOE TeJ0, BUCSIIEe Ha
BeTKe mepeBa. [I0TpsiceHHbIH, OH Pe3K0 OTCTYIH/I Ha HECKOJIBKO IaroB. OmMHAKO, TYT OH CIOTKHYJICS
0 Gecriopsimo4YHO pacOpocaHHBIE TT03aAK KaMHHU, U YIIaJl, IIOTEPSIB PAaBHOBECHE.

— O, Mou KOCTH, 0 MOSI CIIMHa! — OH BCKPHUKHYI OT 0omu u moTep CBOM 3af, SAPOCTHO T'JIA0s Ha

yeJioBeKa Ha mepeBe. — Kak Thl cMeelnh MeHs myraTh! Kak Tol cMeers! 4 Hay4dy Te0s1 yBaxKkeHU0!

Korpga on IIOCMOTPEJI BHUMAaTEJIEHEE, TO IIOHAJI, 9YTO 3TO OnlTa pPaHeHas OEeBYIIKa.

BenoBosock# cTapuk ¢ 60IbIIUM TPYHOM HoTainum LI3toub XyaH 00 KPOBATH U TSXKEJIO0 ABIIIal.

— Temeps s uepToBCKM ycTaj! CKOJIBKO TPaB U JIeKapCTB MHE HYKHO OyHeT coOpaTh, YTOOb IPUATH B
HOPMY”?

On HU3MEPHUII IIYJIbC LI3t0HB XY&H, elne B3ObIXad HEKOTOPO€e BpeMs O CBOUX TPYOHOCTSAX. Opuako
BEIPazKE€HHnEe ero Jinlia BHE3aIIHO ITOCEPLE3HETIO.

— Taxk, aToT ITyJIbC TOYHO HE KaXKeTCAd HOpMaHBHBIM! Ona OIIpeneJIeHHO OTPAaBJI€eHd, HO TaKUM sA00M,
KOTOpPOTI'0O 1 HUKOI'Ma PaHbIlIe HE Bupgen!

On IIOTAHYII cebs 3a YIIX 1 IIOTEeP BUCKHU, PA3MBIIIIASA:

— Kak 6vI TO HU OBIIIO, 51 CHAaYasta Mompo0yio Koe-KaKue JeKapcTBa. Kak Th cMeelh MeHs yraTh!
Bot yBupuis, 51 Te6s BeUIEUy!

Ou nobGexkan, 4ToOH cOOpaTh Kak MOKHO O0JIbIlle TPaB:
— ITO [ NUTAHUS HUXKHUX 0071acTed U JIETKUX, TOIPo0yeM 3TO MEePBLEIM! ... HE TOMOTJI0? JTO AT
paccnabrieHus CyX0XKUIAM U CTUMYJIHPOBaHUS KPOBOOOPAIeHUSI — YMPET JIM OHA OT IOTEePU KPOBH,

IIOTEPSIB BCE TO, ECJIA MHI IIOTOM MCIIOJIb3yeM 9T0? A, HeBaXkKHO, ToNpobyeM CHadasa 3TO... ¥ 3TO He
nmomoraet? Torma BOT...

OH 3anuxuBaj B JeBYLIKY 0€CKOHEYHHIN ITOTOK JIEKAPCTB, HO B €6 COCTOSTHUY He OBIII0 HUKAKUX
u3MeHeHu. OH HEBOIBHO C U3yMJIEHHEM B30XHYII:

— OTa geBulla — IpocTo HeuTo! JI1060¥ 0ORIYHEIN YeIOBEK Ha ee MeCcTe KpruuaJj OBl ¥ YMOJISIT O
CMEepTH IIOCIIe BCEX 3TUX JIEKApCTB, a OHa JaXe He MUCKHYIA...

Ero rina3a BHe3amHO 3aCUsiii, U OH yoapui cebs 1mo 6enpy:

— A, ma! MHe He xBaTaeT UcHbeITyeMoro! Trl OTIMYHO IOAOM eI, Y TeOST OTIMYHas TePeHOCUMOCTD!
B rnyOuHe HOUM U XKEeMUYKHOTO BEJITUKOJIEINS, YUCTHIM IYHHBIN CBET CKOIL3HYN Yepe3 IMONOKOHHUK,

94TOOH! PA3/IUTELCS 10 MaJIEHBKOMY TEJy, PaCIIPOCTEPTOMY Ha KpoBatu. Ee menenbHOE U0 10T
JIYHHBEIM CBETOM Ka3aJIoCh elre 60jee XPymKuM.

— baTtwmika, MmaTtyuika, Het, HeT! HET! »



LI3toHb XyaH Pe3KO cella B IOCTENH, ee TPYOb TSKeJ0 B3aeiMajack. CTpalllHasi CMepTh ee 0TLa U
MaTepH Mpecenyoias ee B KOIIMapax, IpUBeJia ee IOYTH Ha IpaHb Oe3ymusi. 3amapHbii L1039
GosbIlle HE CYIIeCTBOBAJI, €e POTUTENM MOTHOIM CTPALTHON CMEPThIO, ee MJIAAIIui OpaT mpomarl, i y
Hee... y Hee 00JIbIlle HHYero He 0CTaIoCh.

CIlleHBI U3 ee CHa IMMOBTOPSINIMCH M OECIIOKOMIN ee CHOBa M CHOBa. JIuia ummepatopa BoctouHoro Y u
[I3108b FO51 110 04epeny NosBIANUCE CHOBA U CHOBa. OHa C OTCYCTBYIOIIUM BUOM CMOTpesia Ha
yIHIy, HO IIOTOM IIOTpsicia ronosoi. OHa... He yMepina!

Ona c HegoBepueM ycTaBUiIach Ha cBou pyku. OHa xkuBa! OHa CIpHITHYJIa C yTeca, HO BCe ellle XuBa!
— Xa, xa-xa! Xa, xa-xa!

CHavana OHa 3acMesijiach THXO, HO, KaK OyIOTO ofepKKuMasi BHYTPEeHHUMHU OeMOHAMH, ee T'0JIoC
3By4aJ Bce rpoMue U Bce Gonee gymepasgupatoile. Hebeca cxkamumuch Hafl Hell M OCTABUIIU €€ B
xkuBBIX! [TOCKOMBKY OHa Oblsla KHBa, OHA [I0/IKHa OblJla OTOMCTHUTD 3a 3anafgHbii [{109 ¥ HalTH CBOETO
Opara!

— YT0 3TO TH yCTpauBaells rnocpenu Hoyu! Kak g Mory crnats B TakoM Iryme!

IIBeph pacliaxHysach, ¥ 6eJI0r0JIOBHIM CTAapPUK C MOJIOXKaBhHIMU YepTaMU JIMIla pa3gpakeHHO BOpBaCs
BHYTPb. OH yKa3an Ha HOc LI310Hb XyaH ¥ 'POMKO Hayall pyraThCs.

[I3108b XyaH yXkKe JaBHO 3aMeTHJIa, UYTO ee PaHbl ObINIK IepeBsg3aHbl. OHa MMOHKWMAla, YTO YEeJIOBEK,
CTOSIMY Tepern Hel, crac ee. OHa riy00KO B3[OXHYIIA:

— 4 roy6oko GnaromapHa 3a TO, YTO BHl ObIIM TaK J0OPHI, UTO CIIAC/IM MeHS. Y MeHs eCTb BaXkKHbIe
mena, ¥ 1 He CMelo U fiajbllle IPUYUHATL BaM 0eCIIOKOWCTBO. A YAy IpsMo ceidac.
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