LIYI[aK OTTAIlIUII TEJIO Csa XyraHa B yT'OJI, YTOORI OTKYCHUTH KYCOK 3d KYCKOM, OTKYCHIJI PYKY U KeBall,
KaK KOpPEHb JIOTOCa. [ToToM IIPOTKHYII IIAJIbLIdMM 2KWBOT, BBEITAIIIUAJI ¥k KUK 1 CYHYIJI UX B POT.

BpeMst oT BpeMeHU OH ITOIHUMaJ T'0JI0BY, YTOORI MOCTIOPUTH C HUMHU, ¥ YTBEPXKAAJ, YTO OHU IIPOIIIH
BIIepe[ HECKOJIbKO IIIaroB, YeJI0BEK IOICO3HATEIbHO HEMHOTO OTCTYIIHJI, HO BCe ellle AepkKal Telo
Csa Xyrana B pyke. ['maza cMoTpenu Ha AHbYK9HA, TJIOTAIOUIETO C CAMOM OBICTPOM CKOPOCTHIO BO PTY,
Kak OynTo 6ecriokosich, 4To AHBYKIH *** ero eny.

"Botr nouemy Cs1 XyraH cka3saji, 4TO He OCMeJIUJICSI BOUTH".
Ysnb [[Taobait mokayas rojoBoii, He 3Has1, YTO CKa3aTh.

OTOT YyHmak Chesl ero BHYTPEeHHME OPTaHbl ¥ Hadaj eCcTh ero Oefpa, ¥ OH He 3HaeT, Kak efla YeIoBeKa
MOXKeT OBITh TaKOM 60bIoi. Csaxoy I'aH OB BEICOKMM M CUIBHBIM, He MEHee CTa CEMUOEeCITH
KunorpaMMoB. OH IPOTTIOTHII, ¥ ITOYTH 3aKOHYHII.

"KTo BBI?"
TPEBOXKHO CIIPOCUJIa JHH.

MyK4rHa TOOHSJ TOJIOBY U B3T/ISHYN Ha AHb YkoHa. OH IpUceN U MOMSATUIICS Ha3al, AepkKa HOTY B
pyKax.

"Kak TaM BHyTpU?"
KPUKHYJI KTO-TO CHapyXKH 3ajia, BUAUMO, He pellasich MOOOUTH.
"Bce B mopsapgke!"

orBetun [y loymy: "3nech NeXUT nCKaKeHHbIN TPy. [loxoxe, 4TO OH yMUpaeT OT T'0JIofda.
'enepan Caxoy ocMaTpuBaeT Teso. [Toxoxke, OH HamyraH. Tel BOUOU U IOCMOTPU. ITOT MEPTBEL]
TaKOU cTpaHHBIU. HOrTy Takue anuaHble, Caxoy. ['eHepas TakxkKe cKasal, YTO OH eJI Y4eJI0BEYECKYI0
IJI0Th. "

Yepes HeKOTOPOE BpeMs uMnepaTop Llao YsH Bollen B 3aj € JeCITKaMU IIPaKTHKOB MO OXpPaHOu
re"epasa Yxkan ['s u Crout Uxka, Tunr Baii MaH Llao Pyx. Kak Toneko oH Boiesn, [y [IoynsH 3aKphLI
IIBePh U BCTaJl y OBEPH, YTOOH IPeTrpaguTh UM Iy Th.

Ysnsp [llao6ait nogHsin Gombinue manbisl B cTopory Oy Iloymsaas: "CrokoiHoOM HOUn'".

Korpga ITao YaH Bolriesn u yBUell YeJI0BeKa, CBEPHYBIIETr0CsS KaJauluKoOM B TEMHOM yTIy, OH YyTh He
yIIaj co CTOHOM, a ©MIlepaTop Baii OB TaK HAMyTraH, YTO CIAEOYIOLIed CeKYHIHONW peakIuen ObIIo
Pa3BePHYTHCS U yOexKaTh.

Croi1 Uxk5 u YxkaH ['s mpoBoguiu ero K BEIXOY, HO UX OCTaHOBUJI AHb UXK3H.
"Barie BeMuecTBO, KaxkeTcsi, GOMTCS 3TOTO YejoBeka?"
Anp YX5H yKa3al Ha 4yyfaka.

CTpaHHBIN YeJI0BEK BHe3allHO 3aMeD, yClbliaB ciaoBa Ero BenudecTsa, a 3aTeM ObICTPO OAHSANCS U
HeyBepeHHO nokyoHuscs: "Crapmuit MuHUCTp Llao JIu BctpeuaeT Ero BenuvecTso, pa3se Ero
BenuuecTBO X04eT, 4TOOBI €T0 YMHOBHUKY BHIBEJM BOMCKA? HeT HUKAKOro MATEXKHOTO MUHUCTPA.
MunucTtp pasrpomust X363¥ 1 3aYUCTU OKPaUHEI CTPaHbl. CeBepHBIN MTOXOM MPOTHAJT Ha THICSYU



MUJIb U YHUYTOXKUI COTHU THICSY MIUPATOB. MUHUCTP TaKXKe pa3rpomMull JIS0ayH, ¥ MUHUCTP MOXKET
CHOBa BoeBaTh! "

Hao Yan ucnyrarscs u nobemHes, ¥ TOACO3HATENbHO cripsiTtancs. [Jao Anbuxy mocMoTpen Ha AHb
UkaHa U BeIxBaTUI Meu nepep Llao YsHowM.

"Baiie BennyecTBO He BepPUT B CBOUX IMOAAAHHBIX?"

CrpaHHOe JIULI0 BHITJISAEIIO IedalbHbEIM: "Y IPUHIEB HET CepAlla, YTOOb Ha3bIBaThCS
uMneparopamu!”

Llao YsH BHe3anHO BCKPUKHYJI, TOoBepHYICcA U nobexain. [y lloymoy ycMexHyncs B aBepsx: "Korga
AHBYXKIH paccKasajl MHe, s He [1I0BepUJl. JIIoiy rOBOPUIIY, YTO TUTPUHEIN [l HE €CT JeTel, HO THl
HACTOJIbKO 37100€H, YTO TaK oOpallaenbCcsi CO CBOMM OTIIOM".

Hao Ysn kpuknyn: "Het! Ecnu Het, pa3se Llao L3198 MOXKeT nOoCTpoUuTh cTpany? Het, Lao LI3s5Hb
MOXKeT IIpaBUTh MUpom?!"

"CeMmbsa Llao?"

CTpaHHBIN YeJI0BEK SPOCTHO BCTaJl ¥ TPOMKO CKa3am: "[la, Mos ceMbsi []ao mpumeT B MUpP B
oymymem!"

Anb YX5H B3H0XHY: "HUKTO He BLI3bIBAET XKaJI0CTH, BCE BEI3BIBAIOT HEHABUCTD".

Ou B3rnguyn Ha [y Tomero: "IlycTh OHM UAYT Ha cliefyioilee O0IbIIoe IpefcTaBleHre, faBai
3aiiieM U IoCMOTpuM".

Yynak He cMoTpen Ha AHb YXK3Ha OT Haydasia 40 KOHIA, ero rjia3a HeOTPEIBHO CMOTpenu Ha Llao
Ysna. Korga Aup Yk9H BO3pas3usi, 4YTO OHU UAYT K arcue, OH BOPYT 3aKpuyai: "OTo TBOU CHH!
xku3Hb Llao JIu, u Mup HemoOequMEIi, Ha caMoM fejie yOuT To6oH, ceii! Ecu TH mMpUOels KO MHe, S
X04y 3aXKHBO Pa30pBaTh €ro o Tebs!"

[lao Ysu oTcTynun Hasan: "Y6eiiTe ero, yOerite ero!"
Croit UYk5 u Yxkan ['s mocMOTpesu Apyr Ha Apyra, HO HUKTO He Hayvall.

9Tu ABoe nuillb 3amuinany Llao YsHa ot oTcTyminenusd. Tonbko [ao AHbYXKY BHILIEN BIIEpe C MEYOM,
¥ Mey [IPOH3UJI TOPJIo Yydaka.

C TpeckoM, uyfaK CXBaTHJI OCTPhIM KOPITyC Meda OgHOU pykoi, u Llao Pyx mepHyscs, He B cuax
BBITALIUTH JIUHHEIN Med. Uynak clierka MPUIOHSIT YeJII0CTh, ero Tla3a IPUIYPUIuch: "OnuHoKas
I0KHas BOMHa UMeT Ha ceBep U B MUp. ['epou Mupa, eCcTh 0€CUKCIIEHHOE MHOXKECTBO JIIOfleH,
00e3riaBieHHEIX MHOU. ThI X[ellh, YTO MJIafne yObI0T MeHs?

Kak TOIbKO OH IIOBEPHYIJI 3alsiCThe, OJIMHHLIM Me4 3aKPyTUJICS U 00BUIICS BOKPYT ero pyku. Korga on
OTIIYCTWUJI PYKY, AJIMHHBIA Med BHe3aIlHO TPECHYJI ¥ PAaCKOJIOJICS Ha MHOXKeCTBO YacTell. CIOMaHHBIN
MedY pa3jeTesics, KakK pa3phriBHAd IyJsl, U HeCKOJIBKO IPAKTUKOB B 0COOHsAKe TUHTBel OBUIM POOUTEL
HACKBO3b ¥ morubu. [lao AHbYKM OLICTPO OTCTYIIXII, HO B KOHI[e KOHIIOB OH HE CMOT YBEPHYTHCH,
ero IJIedo OBUIO MPOOUTO CIIOMaHHBEIM MeY0M, Med yIapuj IP0o3payHo U IojeTeNl Ha3afn IpsaMo K [ao
Ysny. ['enepan Cioit Cio#t 67I0KMPOBAJ €r0 IJIMHHBIM HOXKOM B PYKE, U C TPOXOTOM €T0 AJIMHHEIN HOX
cnoMarics. YxkaH '3 OblJ1 HEMHOTO MeflJIeHHee, Y4eM er0 BHICTPeJI, HO JIUIIb HeMHOT0. Ero xxene3Hoe
pyxXbe ObII0 XeHTUeH, U er0 CJIOMaHHbBIY Med yIapuil 110 XeJle3HOMY pyXKbio. 2Kenle3Hoe opyXue



CJIOZKMJIIOCH IIOYTH II0II0JIaM, OTTOJIKHYB UxkaH ['94K9HA Ha3af,.

ao JIu paccMesincs B Hebe: "MHoOro yeT Ha3ag HeKTo 1o Gamunuu K0anb 00bIBUIT ce0st KopojieM
MUpa, ¥ OH oguH yous ero. A ¢pamumnus Jly yTBepxkaasa, 4YTo MUP HermoOeouM, ¥ OH ONUH YOUII eTo
nox ropomoM. KTo u3 60JbLIuX repoes, HCII0Ib30BaBIIMX MUP KaK IIaXMaTHYIO IOCKY, KTo He
CKJIOHUTECH U He CKaxuTe "HeT"? Brl 0OCMeNuBaeTeCh epef JeTbMU, KOTOPhlE OCMETUBAIOTCS
oOHaxarth meyu? "

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la OH CTOSII IIpsiMO, C HeCPaBHEHHLIM BJIaAbI9Y€CTBOM.

LTao JIu gBUHYICA Bliepen ¥ MITHOBeHHO nomoten K [lao Yany. Lao Aupuxu nporanyn pyky, Lao JIu
noxsonan Hao dnpuxu no rpyau, Llao AHbYXKYM 0TIeTeN, KaK CJIOMaHHBIM BO3OYIIHEIN 3Meu, 1
U3BEPT B BO3[YX KPOBb.

Yxkan ['s 6mokuposan yaap, Llao JIuxy B3opBajcs U ciioMan xkeje3Hoe opyxue YxkaH ['9, Yxkan 9
yIiaj Ha3af U He MOT CTOSATh, ero nuilo nobnenHesno. Cior Y3 6mokuposan yaap, llao Jluxy
ockanuics, Croi Y3 oToyBasCs U ONyCTUICS Ha KonleHu: "[Ipu3nanue!"

ao JIu marnyn suepen. Korga o nogomen K [lao Ysny, Llao YsH noTepsn 1eByr U IpaByIO OLIOPY U
C I'POXOTOM yIiajl Ha KojeHu: "[leTd... [leTu - 3T0 ToXKe IIOCJIefHee CPenCTBO".

Lao JIu ycmexnymcs: "Thl melicTBUTENbHO UMIlepaTop? Pa3 Tak, s He cTaHy Tebs yOuBaTh. II0CKOIIBKY
cembd llao yKe IpaBUT MUPOM, 51 HE MOTY HapPYyIIXATh 3TO JHECATUTEICSIYesleTHee cornamenue. Ho s
roBopio Tebe, TBOe BUIEeHNE CIUIIKOM HU3KO. {1 3Hato TeOs [louyeMy Thl TallHO 3aMBILIIAI YOUTH
MeHs? THl [yMaelllb, YTO 51 ¥ COI03 HapOHOOB 0TKa3a/IuCh OT BEJIMKOM CUTyalluu, KOTOpasi Morja Obl
IOMUHUPOBATh B MUPE B TO BpeMs, HO ObLIO HEIIPaBUILHO BECTU BEJIMKYIO 31UTY Baii, 4TOOH HamacTh
Ha fiBopel] ¢ei. Thl gymMaelnb, YTO caMoe TJIaBHOE - 3TO B30UTH Ha TPOH... 4 [etu. "

Tao JIu npoTsHyn pyKy, cxBaTuil Llao YsHa 3a BOPOTHUK U MOOHSAN ero: "TBoe BU#EeHNE
NEeNCTBUTEILHO CIIUIIKOM HU3KO... [loueMy 5 momkeH 60pOThCsA B TeueHUe MHOTUX neT? He mms Toro,
yTOORI CTaTh ceMbel. [Tox BmacThio CsiHb ['yHA MUD HaXOAUTCS B OIIACHOCTHU. 71 X04y 00beIUHUTH
MUD, MTOJIOKUTH KOHEI 6ECIIOKOMHOMY MUPY U ITPOTUBOCTOSATHL 6€CCMEPTHOMY ABOPIY. MUDP HEPOBEH,
a ThI CTPEMHUIITLCS CTATh UMIIEPATOPOM, YTO B 3TOM xopoirero? Ho 3To Bce mybnuuHo... [Tog
f6ecCcMepTHBIM OBOPIIOM, laXKe eCJIU Thl UMIIEPaToOpP, OHU BCETo JIUIIh MypPaBby B CBOUX rla3ax".

"¢l HMKOTOa He BepIio B Cyan0y!"

ckazan Lao JIu: "[IuTs, TH AyMaelllb, YTO HaCTOSIIIKUM CUay - 9TO BeI3BaTh UMIepaTopa? Hert... Ecnu
3TO IIPOCTO I103BaTh UMIIEpPaTopa, TO I MOT'y CHOejlaTh 3TO MHOTO JIeT Ha3af. /1 X0uy IOKOPUTE BCeX
CUIbHEHNIHUX ofiet B Mupe. Bynb To Mup mionedt, unu CSHBIYH, 3TO BCETO JINIIL OMTBA Ha MOEM
nyTy. Thl 3HaElIb, 0 YeM 4 npoiy? "

[1ao YsH OBl TakK HaIyTaH, YTO IIPOCTO IIOKaydaJs I'0JIOBOM, He pelllasicCh 3aTOBOPHUTD.
"VBEL.. B TBOUX KOCTSIX T€UET MOS KPOBb, HO THL TaK TPYCJIUB.

4 6v1n1 repoeM xku3Hu 1lao JIu, Kak TH MOXKeIb OBITh TAKUM TJIYIIBIM CBIHOM. HeyXKemnu Thl JyMaells,
YTO 51 cCOOUPAIOCH CeaTh BCeX repoeB MUpa, YToOw oKa3aTh cebs? HeT-HeT-HeT, XaOTUYHLIN MHUP
HETIOCTOSIHEH, @ MUD HeollpefiesieHeH, U 51 Oyay MpomoiakaTh 60pOThCS. 4 MpoIry He 0 CBOeH
HeroOeAMMOCTH, a O JOJITOCPOYHOM CTabHUIIbHOCTH, MUPE U NPOIBETaHMU. MUp TIyIl, 1 He 3Hal0, KaK
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH, M ¥ MEHSI HET MyKECTBEHHOT0 cepplia. ToIbKO S MOTYy ITOBEeCTH 3a co60 iofiell B
MUpe, YTOOH yTHETaTh BCE MOYKCTA. "



"CsHTYH - caMblli 60/IBIION Bpar".
Lao JIu otmBeipHYN Lao YaHa: "Yxogu, Bo3Bpaliakica 1 6yab CBOUM UMIIEPATOPOM".

Ou 6pocun B3rngn Ha Cioit Ciosi, KOTOPHIH B KOHIIE TPOBO3TJIACHIL: "Bbl BEpHBIM MUHUCTP U MYyIpBIi
yesnoBeK. Korga Tkl mepecTaenisb ObITH OOUHOKKM, TH fyMaelllb He 00 oguHo4YecTBe, He 0 Lao YsHe, a
o mupe Llao. 3T0 X0OpoLIO".

OH cHOBa nnocMoTpen Ha YxaH ['3: "BHavase Thl IepBEIM Hallal Ha CUPOT B ONUHOYKY, ¥ HU OOUH U3
HUX He yOus Ovl TebOs".

Lao Ysn BHe3amHo 3apbiyai: "Tel qymaellb, YTO MOXKeIlb YCIOKOUTh MUP? THl IPOCTO 3aroHsgellb
MUD JIIOfiel B OTOHb U BoAy! Bl HamamaeTe Ha Bopell deli, a caMu TOJTbKO HaBlekaeTe Oeqy Ha
BesluKyto Boit! [ToHavany s pa3se Bo3paxan? Tkl cKa3asl, 4TO 3TO 'PaHANO3HO, HO HE IS
Hero0eIMMOM MeUTH B TBOeM coOcTBeHHOM cepparie! YToOw HamacTs Ha becCMepTHEBIN OBOpPEel, ThH
daxkTuyecku o0benuHun Yxkyra Lluny, Hanan Ha 3a4HIO0 OOPOTY apMUHU KjlaHa IEeMOHOB ¥ OOBUHUT
mopel BeccmepTHOTo BOpIa... T 3Hael s, [lao PemyTaliug ceMbu OyeT yHUUTOXKEHa ellle pa3?!
Ecnu nuMnepatop 4eMOHOB y3HaeT IIpaBay, Mo CeMbs Llao yxxe yHU4YTOXeHa! "

"To, 4TO % X04y, 3TO He ciaBal"

Hao JIu maxHyn pykou: "UTo Takoe cnaBa?! KHura uCTOpUYU NUILETCS YCIEIIHBIMHY, a TO, YTO YBUAAT
Oynmyiue TIOKOJIEHHUS, 3TO TO, YTO S UM II03BOJII0 yBUAETh. 5e3 Moel OUTBE, CMOT OBl KMIIEPATOP
OEeMOHOB I0o0eguTh?"

Llao YsH: "Tsl youn mens!"

"¢l ckaszan, 4To He yObio Tebs, maXKe eCiu Thl JyMas YOUTh MeHs, S BCce paBHO He yObio TeOs".
Llao JIu xomogHO cKa3as: "Yxonu, Bo3Bpalaiics, mo3aboThcsi 0 ropax ceMbt Llao u cTaHb
uMIIepaTopom"”.

Pa3BepnyBuucCey, OH HanpaBuiics K bamse [IpakoHa: "Hen0BeK, K KOTOPOMY BHI TOJIBKO YTO BOIIIIH,
OBl IpUTJIallleH BaMu, YTOO yOUTEH MeHs. TH ellle TOTAa BeJiesl MHe [TePeMEeCTUTh MOUX BETEPaHOB,
1 00beguHUTh YKyra Lluny, HO TH 00BEOUHUT CUJIEL. f BCe ellle He MOoTy yOuTh ceb6si. 4 3aK/I0ueH B
TIOpbMY B JIyHTEHITae ¢ MeTooM (popMupoBaHus. [101KeH CKa3aTh, YTO METOA (OPMUPOBAHUS
Yxyra [Iuda He UMeeT aHAIOTOB B MUPE, U 9 He MOT'y BHIOpaThcsi. Ho mogu, KOTopele IPUXOMST,
POX[anTCSa ¥ yMUpPalT BO MHe. "

Hao AxbuxkY moAmnons u xoTesn nmoMous [ao Ysny, Ho [lao YsH 0w oTOpOIIeH. CTpaXXKHUKY TOTHSITA
Teso u BuTamuay. Lao JIu ornsHymncs, mogu 0exkamnu.

Llao JIu mogyMmar, 4To AHBY2K9H BOIIEN B 3a[IHIO YaCTh 3ajIa, HO KOTa OH 00ePHYJICS, TO YBUMEII,
yTO AHBYXKOH CUIUT Ha BEICOKOM TPOHE, ITOMIZKaB HOTH, ¥ CMOTPHUT Ha HETO.

"9TO OBOPLIOBHIY CIEKTaKIIbh UJIA CEMEUHbIN?"
"Tak CI0XKHO".

Oy oy mopzxan ryowl: "HeBaxHO, YTO 3TO 3a IpefCTaBleHNe, I0YEeMY B 9TOM IIbece HeT HU OHOTO
XOpOIIIEero 4yejioBeka".

"9T0 HENpaBUIbHO".



Ysnup [llaobali cka3ana ¢ yaelOKou: "MEI cefidac B CieKTakje, MBI XOPOIIKe JTIogu".

Anp Ux5H nocmoTpen Ha [y Hloymoy: "Teneps s BOPYT IO4YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO JEUCTBUTENIHHO
CyLeCTByeT penHKapHanus Hebec... TEl X04elllb OHATh, T0YeMy UMIIepaTOp AEMOHOB IIPUBET HaC B
3TO MecTo?"

Oy Ioymoy cxan Kynak: "f 3xao... [la Uu yKe 3HaeT, KTO yOUJI ero 1ieMs, I09TOMY MBI IIPUBeeM

Hac ciofa. XOTs s He U3 KJIJaHa IeMOHOB, HO TaK KaK OH OBIJT BRIOpaH UMIIEPATOPOM AeMOHOB Ero
HACJIEMHUKOM, 5Ta HEHAaBUCTL... TOJICTSK HeC ee I KjlaHa JeMOHOB. "
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