Elle oguH [eHb IPOILIEST B CIIOKOMCTBHHY, TTOKA JIIOK CTOSITT B IIPO0JITOBATOM, 3aTeHEHHOM OaHKETHOM
3ajie, He 3Hasl, YeM 3aHATh CBOe BpeMsi. OH Pa3MBILIISII O TIOCeSTHHBIX [TanmaTHHOM ceMeHax
COMHEHHS, 3aJlaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, OBIJIO I 3TO ero HamepeHueM. He moTomy i oH OBITT OCTaBIIEH
OJIMH Ha CTOJIbKO JOJITUX, CKy4YHBIX YaCOB?

[Tocrne Tpex N1eT HEYCTaHHBIX, HACHIIEHHBIX afipeHaIMHOM AEeUCTBUY Ha IepenoBou, Koraa JIrok
TIOCTOSTHHO CTaJIKUBaJICS ¢ 00Jiee MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIM BparoM, ero 0XBaTUI0 HEIIPEO0INMOe YYBCTBO
CKYKU U My4YeHHUS B 9TOM BHIHYXKAEHHOU THIINHE. OH NPOUTHOPHUPOBAJ IPUCTaIbHbIN B3TJIAL
OXpaHHHUKA U 0e3y4acTHO YCTaBUJICA Ha TJIaBHBEIM ABOpEI] 3a OKHaMH, BCIIOMHUHAS 1IEPEMOHUIO €r0
ouumanbHOTo 3aBEpPIEeHNS, KOrfa oH Obl1 pe6eHKOM, Ha TonorpabuyeckoM n3obdpaxenun. Bee aTo
Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM [aJIeKUM U CIOPPeaNuCTAYHBEIM, KaK YTO-TO U3 rojiogpaMul.K ToMy BpeMeHH, Koraa
JII0Ky MCIIOJTHUIIOCH IIeCTHAlaTh, OH Me4Tasl YBUAETh mnuiu KopyckanTa COOCTBEHHBIMU TJIa3aMu.
OH cTpacTHO XkeJlal OTIIPABUTLCS B CTOJIUIY ¥ IIPEACTAaTh Iepel UMIepaTOPCKAM OBOPIIOM, KeJas
JINYHO YBUOETH 9TU BEJINYECTBEHHBIE COOPYKEHMUS.

Bckope mocne atoro JIiok cTonkHyscs ¢ benom KeHo6u, KOTOPEIA CMOTPETT eMy B I'Jla3a C JIOXKbIOo, B
KOTOPOM He OBIJIO M HaMeKa Ha packasHue. JIiok moBepsn beHy, ObI TOTOB cHenaTh AJIS HeTO BCe, UTO
yrogHo, HO beH mpeparn ero, octaBuB JIioKa C YyBCTBOM, UTO €T0 HMCIOJNB3YIOT U TpeHeOperaT. Bee,
KTO €r0 OKpYyzKaJl, Ka3aJioCh, UCII0JIb30Basu JIt0Ka pagu co6CcTBeHHOM BeIrofbl. beH, Belimep u
[TanmaTuH - BCce OHU 3aHUMAJIUCh 00MaHOM. YTO MOTHBUPOBAJIO MX AeHCTBUS? JIIOK MOHKMA IIPaBAy,
Ho [TanmaTvH MCKaXKaj ee B CBOMX COOCTBEHHEIX I1eisiX. McTuHA ocTaBajiach HEM3MEeHHOM, HO JII0K
OTKAa3bIBAJICS 9TO MMPU3HaBaTh. [Ipu3HaHKe 3TOro 03Hayaso Okl, YTO Ta camas cJ1aboCcTh, KOTOpast
npuBesna Belinepa k rubenu, TakxKe nopnusgeT Ha JItoka. Hen30exxHOro nafeHus 1 NOTPyKEHUS BO
TbMY OBIJTO HEBO3MOXKHO n30exkaTh. [IombITKA y6exKaTh OT 3TOT0 He U3MEHUIIa CUTYAIHIo, U
OTpHUIIaHUE He TIOCITyKUII0 GOopMOM 3aIuThl. JIT0K, Ka3anaoch, OB IIOWMAaH B JIOBYIIKY 6€CKOHEYHOT'0
IIMKJIa, CTAHOBSICH BCe 60jiee CKOBaHHHIM. []0 TeX IOP, TOKa He CTaJlo SICHO, Kyna 0exaTh, ¥ 3Ta
peanbHOCTh MMPO0IXKaa TauThCs B TEHH, IIOIXKHUIAs ero B TeMHOTe. Tak O6JIM3K0 K TEMHOTE, YTO OHO
3aBbI/I0, KaK BOJIK B HOYH, ¥ €T0 30B 0TO3BAJICA B HEM 9X0M. OH BCIIOMHUII IETCKHUE KOIIMapHI,
KOTOpHIE BCeraa OBl OOUHAKOBBIMU: OH CTOSITT OMWH B KPOMEIIIHOM ThME IYCTHIHYU, Ha AHE TTTyO0KOTo
KaHbOHa. 3BYK KaMHeH, [TaJalolux KaCKagoM BHU3 110 CKJIOHY I03aAu Hero, 3aCTaBJIsijl ero CepaLe
ydaleHHO OUThCS OT cTpaxa.HaOmomas, Kak ucue3aeT U3 BUAY €0Ba PA3IUUYUMBINA CUITy3T, YEPHOE
IITHO Ha (OHE TEeMHOTHI, BOJIK, KpafyIIMKCS 3a HUM B TeHU, BCTIOMHMII, KakK Oexkan. OH CIbIIal, Kak
€ro JIaIlbl CTyYarT 110 3eMJie, MpubIuKasach, Mpubauxkasck. Ero Tsaxkesnoe grxaHue, pe3koe u
npepbiBucToe. OH 3aphyarn, mpubnuxkasch Tak 0M3K0, YTO OH MOT YyBCTBOBATh €ro AbIXaHUE Ha
cBoeti mee. OH CMOPTHYJI BOCIIOMHUHAHHUE, BCE elle HOCTATOYHO SPKOe, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh €T0 TPyIb
CXKAaThCH.

Brin v npaB ITanmatus? Mora i1 ThMa paclo3HaTh CBOK CYIHOCThL? JTO ObLIO CIUIIKOM CJIOXKHO
711 BOCIIPUSATHS, CIIUIIKOM MHOTO JJIs1 OMHOTO YesnoBeka. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO C KaXKOBIM IHEM €T0
CHJTHL HCTOIIAIOTCS, €T0 PELIMMOCTh 0cilabeBaeT, ero oTpuuanus ocinabeBaT. Kakoi CMbICTT
crmoputh? KTo OymeT cimyuiats? [lake Ha caMoro ce0s 60osblile He TT0X0XK.

OH nmocMOTpern BHU3, U B FOJIOBE Y HETO BCe 3aKPyXKUJIOCh OT pa3odapoBaHusd. [lepen ero rnazamu
3aImIsicano ocTaToyHoe n3obpaxenue okHa. OkHO. CrioBa [lanmaTrHa 5X0M OTHABaJIUCh B €TI0 I'OJIOBE:
“TropbpMa, IOCTPOEHHAs OJIs CofepXkaHusd axenaes”. OH OTJISHYJICSA Ha OKHO, ITBITasiCh CMOPTHYTh
IIeJIeHy CJIENOTHl, 3aCTUIAaBIIYI0 eMy 3peHue. Ero B3rian OCTaHOBUIICS Ha TPAHCIIAPUCTHUIIE,
pasnuyas CI0XHYI CeTb MOHOBOJIOKOH, BIIJIETEHHLIX B €r0 CTPYKTYPY. ITU BOJIOKHA [eJlau
MaTepuas HeIPOHULaeMEIM, He OAJAIMCS pa3pylieHnio. HeCKonbKo Hefenb NOOps OH
TPYAUJICS, YTOOHI IPEOOJIETH 3TO EOUHCTBEHHOE IIPENSATCTBUE B CBOUX [TOMCKAX: IPOHUKHYTH 3a
IIpefenbl 3TUX II0K0eB.OH CHOBA YCTaBUJICS Ha TOJICTOE, TAXKENI0e OKOHHOE CTEKJIO, BCe elle
pa3MBILILs, T0YEMY OH IPHUHSAJI CJI0Ba UMIIEpaTopa 3a YUCTY0 MOHeTy. [IoueMy OH LOBEpSI BCEMY,
YTO TOBOPWJI eMy uMnepaTop? Bo3aMoxkHO, OTOMY, 4TO 3TO ObLIO IIpaBmoi. Ho aTo He umeno



6onpioro 3uavyenusi. [Touemy JI1OK IPOCTO CUAEN TaM, IIOMUUHSISIChH KeJTAHUSIM UMIIepaTopa?
[ToyueMy OH He COTIPOTHUBIISJICS, He MbITancs cracTu XaHa? [Touemy JItoK He mOMbITanCs cOexaTh?

He umMmersno 3HaueHus, IIe OH OKal3aJCsd — MMeJIo 3HauyeHKe TOJIbKO TO, UYTO OH ORI He TaM, I'fie XOTen
BUpeTh ero [lanmatus. CyTh gefa faxe He UMejla 3HaYeHU s, IOCKOJIbKY He JUKTOBasa, 4To JIIOKY
cnenyet genaTh. OCTaBIIKNCH HaeOUHE CO CBOUMU MBICIAMH, JIIOK BIIEpBBEIE 0CO3HAJ, YTO IIPaBabl
OBLIIO HETOCTATOYHO, UTOOH TOKa3aTh MPaBoTy [lanmaTuHa. IIpocToe u3noxkeHWe TPaBIbl He 1aBajio
[TanmaTvHy KOHTPOJIA Han JIrOKOM.

JI10K BO3MYILIEHHO HaXMYyPHUJICSI — OH He XOTeJI BHIIOIHATEL IPpHKa3 [lanmaTuHa, HO eMy HYXKHO OBIIO
HalTH cr1ocob CONMpPOTUBIAThECSA. Kak OH MOT 9T0 cenaTh? OH fajl CJI0BO OCTAThCS U BHICNIYIIATh, a He
neITaThCA cOexXaTh.JII0K IpUAepKUBAETCS YCI0OBUM COTJIANIEHNS, X I03TOMY OH [OJIXKEH CHelaTh TO
Ke camoe. Ecnu OH meiCTBUTENIBHO He MOMNBITAETCS YUTH, OH MOXKET IIPOBEPUTDH TUIOTE3Y U
oHa0MI0aTh 3a Pe3yIbTaToM. [lanmaTuH 3aiMeTCs YMCTBEHHOM TMMHACTUKOM, HO JIIOK He [IOoIXKeH
TI03BOJIUTh €My OfiepKaTh 1mobeny.JII0K ¢ HOBOM PeIIXMOCThI0 TIOCMOTPEN B OKHO. OHO OBIJIO YMCTHIM
1 6e3 eqUHOTO IATHHIIIKA, HO 110 KpasM OH MOT Pa3JIN4YUTh, YTO OHO COEIUHSETCS C MAaCCUBHOM
pamoii 13 CIijlaBa, BCTPOEHHOU B KAMEHHYIO KJIafKy. [IBe CTOPOHEI paMbl ICHO YKa3bIBald Ha
TOJIIIMHY CTEKJIa, KOTOpas IIPeBOCXOANIa TOIINHY UUIIOMAHATOPA OTPOMHOT0 KOCMUAYECKOT 0
Kopabs.

BHUMAaTeIbHO MPUTTISAEBIINCH ¥ TPUIIYPUBIIUCE OT SPKOT0 CBeTa, JII0K pa3uyui iBa CI0s
M3bICKAHHBIX, HEPA3PEIBHEIX MOHOBOJIOKOH, TPUYY/IJIUBO CIIJIETEHHBIX 110 BCEMY CTEKITy U
IepeIIeTaIIuXCs C KOPIYCOM U3 IIPOYHOTO CIIJIaBa, B KOTOPHIM OHO 3aKJTI0YeHO. ITH MOHOBOJIOKHA,
MCII0JIb3yEeMbIe BO BCEX MPO3PAYHBIX HIITIOMUHATOPAX U3-3a UX YCTOMUYMBOCTHU K B3PBIBHHIM
BO3[EUCTBUSIM, KaK ITPaBUII0, OBUIM HAaCTOJIBKO MaJlbl, YTO OCTABaIMCh HE3aMETHBIMHU [T
YeJI0BeYECKOr0 T/Ta3a IPY HaHECEHWH BCET0 OOHOTO CJT0si. JIIOK HMKOT/a PaHbIIle He CTAIKUBAJICS C
nomoOHOM KoH(pUrypalme, mocKoIbKy Habmogan HUTH HaKajla BOIU3U TOJIBKO B CAMBIX OOJIBIINX
UJUTIOMUHATOPAaX BOEHHBIX Kopabyeit. BUOUMOCTh 3TUX CJTI0EB Ha TAaKOM PACCTOSTHUM IIPeATojaraia
UCKITIOYUTETbHYIO TPOYHOCTh.JTIOKY Hy2KHO OBIJIO YTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO GBI MPOHUKHYTH CKBO3b HUTH,
IOTOMY 4TO 63 9TOr0 CTEKJIO 0CTaBaIOCh Ol HEMOJATIUBEIM K €0 YCUIUsIM. [laBlIeHue Ha CII0KHYIO
CTPYKTYPY 3aCTaBUJIO HUTH CXKATHCS, TEM CaMBIM YBEJIMYUB UX YIIPYTOCTh.

Cuma moxeT OBITh TpUMEHEeHa Ha 6ojiee OOITMPHON TEPPUTOPUH, HO ee 00j1aiaTelb JOIXKEH
TIPOSIBIISITE OCTOPOKHOCTh. OH OTBEJT B3TJISIM, 0CO3HABAs, KaK [IONIr0 OH OBIJT TPUKOBaH K OKHY. OH
HaJesIcs, YTO YaCOBOM B YTJTy UM J1t00ble HAaOMogaTe Ny, Claefsime 3a KaMepaMu
BUIEOHAOTIOMEeHNsT, MOT'YT BOCIIPUHSITD €T0 B3I KaK HalpaBJIeHHBIM 4epe3 OKHO, a He IPSMO Ha
HETO.

OH cTapa’sncs He BCTPeYaThCs B3TIISIAOM C OXPAaHHUKOM, ITOCKOJIBKY 3TO MOTJIO ITOCTyKHUTh
BH3yaIbHEIM ITPU3HAKOM ero HamepeHuit. OH He JOJIKEH 3TOr0 AejlaTh — OH Aajl obelaHue... He
HapyllaiiTe 3Ty KJISTBY, IPOCTO IIPOBEPHTE €e IPefeskl. A eclid oHa He cpaboTaeT, 4To Toraa?
[TprIrHYTH ¢ OaKOHA Ha TIaBHYIO Ky ABopia? C BEICOTH OBaALIATH 3TaxKel, 61aromnonyyHo
IPU3EMITMBIIKUCH Ha TJIaBHYIO Kphiiry? OH yKe moka3sal cebe, 4To Takoe nageHue B O6avyHOM ropofe
eMy He 1o cunaM. ¥ BOT OHO CHOBa - coMHeHre. COMHeHUe B COOCTBEHHBIX cuitax.CMOT OBl OH
IIepexXuTh Takoe nageHne? OH yxKe [fesai 9To paHblue. Y ecnu, 110 CHaCTIMBOU CIIy4aruHOCTH, eMy
3TO yAaCTCS, YTO Torma? BpocuB BCce, CTONKHYBIIKMCH CO CIIOXKHOM CUCTEMOM HabIONeH s, He UMes
HU MaJeUInero mpeacTaBleHuss 0 MeCTOHAX0XKIeHNY XaHa Uik 0 TOM, Kak ero Hautu? OH 3HaJ, 4To
XaH HaXO[OUTCS TAe-TO BHU3Y, B OTPOMHOM I'JIaBHOM [IBOPIlE, ¥ UTO KaXKbI YeJI0BEK TaM 3aCITyKHUJI
CBOe IoJIokKeHue Onaromapst 0e33aBeTHON IPEOaHHOCTH UMIIEPATOPY.

OH 6511 6€30py2KEH U 3HAJI, CKOJIBKO OXPAHHUKOB OOEIYHO MATPYIUPYET ABOPel. [Tocie HECKOIBKUX
COTEH MOMBITOK OH IEPEeCTall CYUTATH, TOCKOJIBKY 3TO CTAJIO HOBOJIBHO Oecronie3HbM. He Gb110



HUKAKON Pa3yMHOM MPUYUHEL IBITAThCS Pa30UTh OKHO, KPOME €T0 HEOBOJILCTBA PYKOBOICTBOM
[TanmaTuHa. YcTaB oT Oe3peiicTBUs, o HabmogeHueM KaMep HaOlofe s 1 OXPaHbl, OH
YyBCTBOBAJ cebs IofaBIeHHEIM M3-3a OTPOMHOT0 KOJIMYeCTBa OXPaHHUKOB, YTO [IeJIajio ero nober
6ecrione3HsIM. EMy He Hy2KHO OBLITO BHIPDHIBATHCSI HA CBOOOMY, OH MOT ITPOCTO YUTH.JIIOK eBa 3aMETHO
KWUBHYJI, He OTPhIBasl B3TJIAa OT IPO3PAYHOr0 OKHA. Y Hero OBUI IIIaH, HO OH [OJI2KEH ObIJT CKPHITH
ero UCTUHHYIO I1e/b 3a dacagoM. Ero B3rmsp 61ykKpast o TYCKIIO OCBeIlleHHOMY 00eleHHOMY 3aiy,
oCTaHaBNUBasiCh Ha cTojie. Ha ero rybax urpana yisOka.

Mapa mpotiina 1Mo IoTyTEMHBIM ¥ POCKOIIHBIM KOPHUIOPaM, HallpaBiigsch U3 KOMaHIHOIO lIeHTPa Ha
caMOM BepXHEM YPOBHE B Pa3Be[ibIBaTENIbHBIN IIEHTP HECKOJILKUMU YpOoBHAMU HuxKe. Ciofla ee IpUBe
BBI30B OT UMIIEPATOPA.

Bo BpeMs MyTelecTBUs OHa IIOKWHYTIA CBOM MOKOHU B pe3umneHImy CKailyoKepoB 1 OTIIPAaBUIacCh B
HEU3BECTHOM HAIIPaBIIEHUH, TIPUYEM BCE BEPXHME W HUKHUE 3TaXKU 0CTABANIUCh HE3aHSITHIMH.
OTyacTu 3T0 OBUIO CHEJIAHO B LefiAX 6e30IaCHOCTH, & 0TYACTH U3-3a 9KCTPABATaHTHEIX YKPEIIEHUH,
KOTOpEIE ee YUUTeNlb YCTaHOBUII [JIs1 3alIUThl CBOETO APAroleHHOro gxKenasi.

Hu ogHa u3 9TUX Mep MPeIoCTOPOKHOCTH He Ka3aiach 0COOeHHO He0OX0OUMOM. 3a UCKITI0YeHEM
PEIKUX MBICIIEHHBIX COOOIIIEHNH, KOTOPEIe OHA Mmojydana oT CKallyokepa, TOX0XKUX Ha MBICJIEHHBIN
IIEeI0T, He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX T0Ka3aTeIbCTB, MTOATBEPKIAIOIINX €T0 3asBIeHHUST 0 TOM, YTO OH [XKe[al.
TeMm He MeHee, y3HaB 0 €r0 IPOUCX0XKAEeHNH, Mapa C 0IlacKoX OTHECJIach K ero CIIoCOOHOCTSM U
BHEIIHOCTH.Pa3MebInisis 00 3TOM, OHa 0CO3HaJja, YTo ee ollaceHus 1o nosoay CKalyokepa Hayaln
paccenBaThCS M3-3a €T0 OTKPHITOT0 U APYKET0HOr0 MoBeaeHus. [loueMy OH OBIJT TAKUM
npuBeTIUBEIM? OH ObLJT OTILITHEIM BOEHHBIM NTPOQECCHOHANIOM, ¥ OHa TOXe Oblyla Takoi. OH 3HaJ, 4TO
9TO He IIOMeIIaeT e¥ OBITh OCTOPOXKHOM, €CJIH [0 9TOr0 [OMIeT, TAaK KaKoBa ke Onlna ero mnens? Ero
OecreyHoe OTHOIIIEHNE BHI3LIBAIO OeCcIoKoMCcTBO. OHa He OIleHUJIa 3TOT0 — He X0TeJjia, YTOOLl OH
3aCTaBJIsl]I ee CMOTPETh €My B I'Jla3a. B 3TOT MOMEHT el He XO0TeJI0Ch AyMaTh O HEM.

OHa BUAeNa, KaK MeHSJIOCh BhIpaXkeHue ero IKila B MIPUCYTCTBUY UMIlepaTopa — Haxke Koraa
100TM30CTH HAXOMUIUCH APYrue CTpaxkHuKu. OHa BUENIA, KaK PYLUIUINCH €70 CTEHBL. ITO OBLIO
ofImee mepexXuBaHUe MeXKIy HUMHU, U OHO Ka3aJIoCh HCKPeHHUM. MICKpeHHSIST MTOMbITKA O0IIeHUsT —
YCTAaHOBUTD KaKy0-TO CBSI3b 0€3 BUOUMOM MMPUYMHEL. ITO HU O YeM el He TOBOPUIIO. A MMOCKOJIbKY OH
yMern ObITh APYXKeTo0HBM U OCTOPOKHBIM OOHOBPEMEHHO, OHa COMHEBasIach, YTO KOTa-HuOyOb 110-
HacTosmeMy noiMeT ero.OHa CHOBa 3afiyMasiach O €ro IIPOILJIOM, O TOM, UTO OH pefiKo o0CyxKall,
3ajaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, Tfe OH yuusics. OH ObLJI IPHMEPHO €e POBECHHUKOM, TaK 4TO, HOJI?KHO OBITE,
POIHUIICS BCKOpE IOCTIe TOro, KaK AxKeaau OblI YHUYTOXKEHE. TeM He MeHee, OH, MOJIXKHO OBITh,
HallleJT HaCTABHUKA, KOTOPHIM MOT OBl HAMIPAB/ISATH €0, TOCKOJIBKY Y Hero OblIa XOpoIias IOAr0TOBKaA.
HeMHoOrue Moriu BeIAEPKATh ICUX0JI0OTHYECKOe HANIPSIKeHNe, BRI3BaHHOE MTPHUCYTCTBUEM CBOET0
yUUTENIS, HO OH BRIIEPKUBAJ fHojroe BpeMs. OHa 3HaeT, 4TO TpeOyeTCs PEIIUTEeIbHbIM YM, YTOOR!
COXPaHSTH KOHIIEHTPAIIHI0 CPEOHU Xaoca, KOTOPHIM CO3[AeT ero X03suH.

Ero cmokoiiHoe moBefeHre IPUBOUT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO, @ er0 KCKPEHHOCTh U OTCYTCTBHE 3[[PABOT0
CMBICIIa SIBMISIOTCS HeoxXupaHHbIMU. OHa - UMIIEPKA, & OH - €€ TIOXUTUTENTb; OBIII0 OB Pa3yMHO, €CIH
Obl OH OB HEBHICOKOTO MHEHUS 0 Hell. OmHaKo, 6marogaps ux oOIIeHKI0, OHa He MI0YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
OH CYIHUT O Hel, OCHOBBLIBASICh UCKTIOUUTEILHO Ha €€ MOJI0KEHUU. TakKoe OTCyTCTBUE
npeny0exKIeHu BHI3EIBAET YOUBIEHHE.

B ero MHIC/ISIX BCerma MPUCYTCTBYET HEOOBOILCTBO €10, YYBCTBO Pa30YapOBAHUS M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA
He OTlpaBasa ero oxupganuit. HanpoTus, npucyTcTue JItoKa CBUAETEILCTBOBAIO O IPOCTOM
npustuu. OHa, KOHEYHO, IOHUMAJIa, YTO ee BOCIPUATHE ero ObII0 OTPAHNYEHO TEM, UTO OH
IIpednoYnTal packpeiBaTh. M Bce XKe B UxX 00uleHUM Oblsla TTy0KMHA YeCTHOCTH, KOTOpas



IIPOHHU3IEBIBAJIA Ka}KI[BII;I HX Pa3roBop. 9T0 OBIJIO ITOX0XKe Ha BrIdObIBaHUE B 1"J'Iy'6I/IHbI IIPpyAQ, ¥ OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIQ, YTO €€ 3aTAThB4eET.

OHa cTosn1a, gpoxKa OT X0JI0fa, ¥ CMOTpeNIa, Kak COJIHIIE ONyCKAeTCs 3a HEPOBHYIO JIMHUIO
OTHAJIEHHBIX 30aHUM, CKPHITHIX 06s1akaMu. Ee BEI3Bal UMIEpPATOp, IPEATION0OKUTEIHHO, YTOOH
IOATOTOBUTH K €XKeJHEBHOY BCTpede C OxXepasMu. JII0OK He 3aBUOBAN 3aTPyIHUTEIbHOMY
TII0JIOKEHUI0 CBOero yuuTens. OH 3HaJI, YTO UCXON Hen30exkeH, U KaK MOXKHO ObIJI0O COIIPOTUBISATHCS
TAKOMY 04eBUIHOMY 3HaHUI0? Kakoii cMbICT nbiTaThCa? OH MOT4a MPOKJIKHAaN ce0s 3a HapylleHne
OJHOTO M3 CBOMX I'IaBHAIX IIPaBUJl — oOpaliaThCsl K CBOEMY XO3SIMHY I10 UMeHu.Mapa ocTaBanach
CHapyK¥ KOMHATH pa3BefKy, II0Ka CTPaXXHUKU OTIHpaIu gBepb. Ee MOBeNUTeNb HE YIOCTOUI €€
B3TJII0M, I03TOMY OHa HU3KO ITOKJIOHUJIACh U, TEM He MeHee, Bollla. MiMiepaTop paccMaTpuBa
HECKOJIBKO IBYXMEPHEIX U TPEXMEPHBIX U300pakeHu, IpoenupyeMsix meper HuM. Ha GoNbIIMHCTBE
13 HUX OblIa 3anucaHa nHbopManus, KOTOPYIO OHa He MorJia pa3o0paTh Ha paccTosHuU. HakoHel,
ero B3IJIAL IIepeMeCTUsICA Ha Hee, IPOH3asl roiorpaduieckre NpOeKIuiu.

“IToueMy THI 37ech, ecniid CKailyokep B CO3HaHUU?” CIIPOCUII OH 6e3 IIPeAMrCIOBUiA, eT0 TOH GBI
JINIIIEH BeXKJIMBOCTH.

Mapa Haxmypusa OpoBu. - Bel Benenu MHe IPUNTH HEMEJIEHHO, TOCIIOAKH.

ViMmepaTop HaXMypUJICS B OTBET. - 4 mpocuia Tebst He oTXOAuTh 0T CKailyokepa, KOrfia OH
6ompcTByeT. “Bcerga ocraBaiics moGIM30CTH OT €T0 KOMHATHL", - IPOIUTHPOBaia Mapa, cTapascs,
4yTOORI B €€ T0JIoce He ITPO3ByYaso HU HaMeKa Ha HefoBO/IbCTBO. OHA 3Hasa, YTO CHAPYXKHU CTOST
OXpaHHUKY, ¥ ONUH U3 HUX [axe IPUCYTCTBOBa/I B KOMHATE, HO OHA TaKXKe 3Hajla 0 CTaTyce
[TannaTtvHa Kak gxengast ¥ 0 TOM, YTO, XOTS OXPaHHUKY MOTJIY [IOMeIIaTh EMy, OHU He MOTJIU
IIOJTHOCTERIO ITIOMeIIaTh eMy OCYIIEeCTBUTh CBOU HaMepeHud.[lanmatul 3amep, © Mapa MOHsa, 4YTO OH
obpairaetcs K Cusne. OHa 3aMeTHIIa ero MIMPOKYI0 YIRIOKY, XKeJThle 3y0rl 67IeCHYIIH B TYCKJIOM CBETE.

- O, 1 mymaro, Mo¥ mxkefai coOupaeTcs COBEPIIUTh HEOCTOPOXKHEIN ITOCTYIIOK, - CKa3aJl OH, HO eTo
IIOCJIeIHNE CJIOBa ITIOTOHYIM B PeBe 0011lei TpeBoru. Mapa Obiyia mopaxeHa, ¥ HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUN
CIIyCTS ee KOMMYHUKATOp U3[aj]l HaCTOMYUBHIM 3BYKOBOY CUTHAJI, 3aCTABUBIINY €€ OTJISHYThCS Ha
cBoero HacTaBHMKa. OH Ka3aJcs YOUBIIEHHHIM, 00Iasich ¢ Hel 4yepe3 CHuiy, IOCKOJIbKY CUTHA
TpeBOru 3G HEKTUBHO YCTPAHS TI00YI0 BO3MOKHOCTD CHIBIIIIMMOTO O0IIEeHUS.

MEICTIEHHO BRIPYTaBIIMCh, Mapa pa3BepHYJach Ha KaOnyKax ¥ Ha ITOTHOM CKOPOCTH IIOCIEeNInIIa K
nokosiM CKaryokepa.

K Tomy Bpemen#u, kak Mapa goOpanack 10 3aj1a, B KOPUAOPE CTOSITIO OKOJIO COPOKA BOOPYKEHHBIX
CTpaXXHUKOB. VX opyxKue OblJI0 HallpaBeHO Ha [BOMHEIE IBePH, Bemyluue B 6aHKeTHEHIN 3a. [lopTan
OBLT IPUOTKPHIT, U Mapa IPOTUCHYJIACh BHYTPD, AepPKa HaroToBe CBOe COOCTBEHHOE OTHECTPEJIbHOE
opyXxue.

OHa BCTymuIa B CyMaToxy. TaM CTOSIJIO OKOJIO [I0KKWHHEI YaCOBHIX, HEKOTOPHIE U3 KOTOPHIX OBLIH
IBOPIIOBEIMHU CTPaXKHUKAMU C 00HAXKEHHBIM OPYXKHEM, B TO BPEMS KaK APYTHE, ONEeTHE B KPaCHBIE
TJTAIY, TPSITAIU 0] OfIeXKI0M CUJIOBEIE ITHMKY ¥ ITUCTOJIETH. Bce OHU CTOSIIM CIIMHOM K Mape, MuiioM
K IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHOMY KOHITY KOMHATEI, PSIOM C KaMUHOM.Mapa ImocMOTpesia HallpaBo U 3aMeJiuiia
I1aT, OCTAaHOBUBIIKCH Mepen OKHOM. CTapUHHBIM TUCEMEHHBIN CTOJI OBIJT YHUYTOXKEH OTHEM, OT HEro
OCTaJIUCh TONBKO menku. OKHO, COeJTaHHOe U3 IJIACTHKA, OBIJIO CUJIBHO NehOpPMUPOBAHO, €T0
TIOBEPXHOCTh PACKOJIOIAaCh HA TaKOe KOIM4ecTBO ()parMeHTOB, UTO CTajla Hempo3pauyHou. OCTaTku
eBa IepxkKajuch BMeCTe Oaromapsi TOHKOM MOHOBOJIOKOHHOM ITPOBOJIOKE.

Tskenas Bpe3Hasi paMa, MecTaMy IIPOTHYBIIASICS, TPeCKalach MOl BO3ENCTBUEM CHUJIH,



TIPUJIOKEHHON K Hel TeM, YTO 110 HeX yOapuio, HO BCe XKe YCTOosIa. ITO ObLI HEOORYHEIN CTOJ,
TIOTOMY 4TO OH OBLI HACTOJILKO YBECUCTHIM, UTO [lake He Iollaparajl II0BePXHOCTh IIPO3PavyHOro
TPaHCIIapUCTUIIOBOTO OKHaA.

BEIJIO SICHO, YUTO CTOJI OKa3aJiCsd MeXAy UCTOYHUKOM yfapa U OKHOM, KOTOpoe OBIII0 CITPOEKTUPOBAHO
TaKUM 00pa30M, YTOOH! BHIEPKUBATE TPOMHYIO CUITy B3pEIBA. Mapa mogyMaia, 4TO UMIEPaTop,
IOTKHO OBITH, TEPEOIIEHUTT YTPO3Y, KOTIa OTAaBajl IIPUKa3 0 CTPOUTEILCTBE 3TOM TIOPHMEL. [laxke
OoIblIIe TPAaHCIAPUCTAbHEIE ITUTH Ha O0EBHIX KOPAOIIsAX TepeloOBOY IMHUY, TaKUX KakK "3Be3[IHbIe
paspymuTenu”, ObITA PAaCCUUTAHHI TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTOOR MPOTUBOCTOSITH B3PEIBHOM CHUIIe, B IBa pas3a
IIPEBHIIIAINEH UX MOIIHOCTh.Ee yunuTesb 4acTo 3aMedal, YTo KOHTponb OpfieHa gkenaeB Haf
Cunoii, moxoxe, ocina0eBaeT, TOCKOIbKY TeMHasi CTOpoHa HabupaeT Bce OoJbllie U G0JIbIle BIIACTH.
['pybast cuia, KOTOPYIO OH IEeMOHCTPUPOBAJ, TEIEePh COIIePHUYAIIa CO BCEM, YTO KOTa-Iub0
IeMOHCTPUPOBAJI UMIIEPATOP, ¥ BIIEPBEIE OHA Havaja 0ECIIOKOUTHCS O MOCIIeICTBUSIX. BHITM JTH CHITHI
Ckaityokepa paBHEL cuiaM [TanmaTuHa? el CTBUTEIBHO I OH IPELCTaBIIL yTPo3y?

OHa OTBepHYyJach, GHICTPO MPOTOJIKATIACh CKBO3b TONITY CTPAKHUKOB U yBUAeIa CKailyokepa,
KOTOPEIM CITOKOWHO CTOSITT y CTeHHI, 3aJI02KHUB PYKHU 3a TOJI0BY, ¥ CMOTpEJ Ha KaMuH. - [IpuBeT, Mapa,
- CKa3aJl OH CTIOKOMHEIM ¥ Mo4YTH 6e33a00THHIM T0OJI0COM, KaK OyATO ero 3abaBiisiyia ee peakuusl.
Mapa GBIpKHYTIa; 0Y4€BUIHO, TeTepb OHU 00palaNuch APYT K APYTY 0o uMeHu. Kak oH 3T0
oO0HapyxXu?

“Bel X0TUTE, YTOOHI 5T MPUKAa3ajl CBOMM OXPaHHUKAM OTCTYMIHUTh?” MPOMOIKHUII OH, BHE3AITHO
nocepbe3HeB. OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAaJIa THEB B KOMHATEe M YBUIENA, YTO OH yibsl0aeTcs. “Xopotlio,
YCIIOKOMTECH”, - CKa3asia OHa oXxpaHHUKaM U Ckanyokepy. OH cjerka IOBEpPHYJ I'0JIOBY BieBo. “[laxe
He qyMmal 00 3ToM...” Mapa C pelldTeIbHBIM BhIpakKeHNEeM JIKlla 3asdBuia: “Jd cephe3Ho”.

Ee B3rnsy OblI IPUKOBAH K ClieHe, ITie 00IaYeHHBIN B CHHIOW YHUGOPMY ABOPIIOBHIN CTPAXKHUK
IeJIUJICS U3 CIelMalbHOT0 CTPEIKOBOTO OpYKHUs B crinHy CkallyoKepa. MruoBeHue KoynebaHus
IIPOIIIO, 38 KOTOPHIM TTOCTIefoBajia ObICTpasi KOPPeKTUPOBKa nputiesia. C pe3KuM TPECKOM [IPOTUK
IIPOHECCS II0 BO3AYXY C TaKO# CKOPOCTHIO, UTO 3a HUM OBIJIO MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO YCIIEIUTh
HEeBOOPYkKeHHEIM ri1a3oM. OH 3aBepTelicad B BO3AyXe Bo3Jie Ieda CKalyokepa, He faB Mape
BPEMEHU CpearupoBaTh.

I pOTUK M30THYJICS U, CJIOBHO ITyJIs, ITOJIeTeNl 06paTHO K CTPEJISIBIIEMY, BOH3UBIIUCE B IIEI0
oxpaHHMKa. C ry0 0XpaHHUKA COPBAJICS BCKPHUK, ¥ OH PYXHYH Ha 3eM/i0. Mapa 3Haja, YTO TeHeTUKHU
HMmepaTopa TIaTenabHo 00paboTany APOTUK C TPAHKBUIN3ATOPOM, PAaCCUYUTAHHBIA Ha OBICTPOE
BO37elcTBre Ha Ckaityokepa. CTpaKHUK e[IBa YCIIeJl BHITAIIUTh APOTHK, KaK MOTEPST CO3HAHUE U
pyxHy1n 6e3 uyBCcTB.ATMOC(hepa CTaHOBUIIACH BCe 00Jlee HAIIPSIXKEHHOU, U BCE MOJATUCh BIEPE].
Mapa rosopuia TBepao, IOHUMasl, 9YTO el HYKHO B35Th cebs B pyku. HecMOTps Ha mepBhle MPU3HAKU
0eCIOKOMCTBa, KOTOPHIE Hayald 3aKpafkiBaThCS B €€ CO3HAHKE, OHA 0CTaBaslaCh COCPENOTOUYEHHOMH
Ha CBOeH 3afjaye — Pa300paThCs C OPYTUM IIeHHUKOM. OIHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHA CTOJKHYJACh C
IXKemaeM.

B Kako#i-TO MOMEHT ITyTeIIeCTBUS OHa IT03BOJKIIa cebe moanaThCs CrIoKoMCcTBUI0 CKaliyokepa 1 ero
SIBHOMY HeXKeJIaHUI0 OTKPBITO UCII0/Ib30BaTh Cuty. 3To OblsIa cTapas y/I0BKa, MMUTHUPYIOMIAs
OpyxKemnto0dre U COTPYIHUYECTBO, HO OHA OKa3asach 9QpGheKTUBHOM.

"¢ B mopsigke", - CKa3aja OHa, ¥ OT HeOORIYHOM PE3KOCTH B ee Tojioce cepate Maphl 3amepro. - "4
npenynpexnana Tebs He menaTh 3Toro". Mapa yOpasa opyxue B KoOOypy U MOTSHYJIach K alTeuke Ha
mosice, 4OCTaBas U3 Hee aMiysy. OHa BCTaBujla aMIIyly B IIIPHUL AJI1 BHYTPUBEHHOT O BBEIEHUS U
mepefana ero OQHOMY U3 OXPAaHHUKOB, KUBKOM YKa3aB, YTOOBI OH BBEJI JIEKapCTBO [AXKemaio. TeM
BPEMEHEM OHa Iiepe3apsfunsa CBOe OPyXKUe U IPUT0TOBUIIACE.



- Her, - ckazan Ckaiiyokep, cjierka moBopauynBasch K Hell. - [I03BONIb MHE chenaTh 3TO.
Mapa nmofo3puTebHO HaxMypuia OpoBu. - [ToueMy? - clipocuiia OHa.
"TloToMy 4TO 5 OBEPSIO TeOE", - OTBETUII OH.

910 OBITIO CTPaHHOE 3asBlIeHKE, HO B HEM Oblla KaKasi-To MCKPEeHHOCTh, KOTopas BeIOuIa Mapy u3
KOJIEH.

BrI3biBalolle MOgHSB I0A00POMIOK, OHA Iepefajia CBoe OpYyXKKe OPYroMy OXpPaHHUKY U B3sijia y HETO
mnput. [IlarHyB BIepef, oHa MOHsIa, 4To ecnu Okl CKailyokep X0Tell yOUTh ee, HUKTO Obl HUUEro He
CMOT cieJiaTh, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTH ero. Ho 0Ha TakxXke 3HaJja, YTO OH MOT ObI COelaTh 3TO JaBHEIM-
MaBHO, CYOs 110 BHIPAXKEHUIO ero riias.

TonbKO TOTHa, KOT{a OHa IPUTOTOBMUIIACH OBUTAThHCS Hajbllle, OHA IOHSJIA, YTO 3TO OBIO UCIIEITAHKE
IPYToro pofa.

CtucHyB 3y0bl, OHa IPUOIN3UIAch, KPENKO CXBaTHIa ero 3a JIeByI0 PYKY U 6e3 COIPOTUBIEHUS
3aBesia ee 3a cnuHy. OHa HaBajIMiach Ha HET'O BCEM CBOMM BecoM, NpuxkuMas K cTreHe. OfHa ee HOTa
Oblyla MpUzKaTa K ero Hore, YTOOH OHA MOTJIa MOACTAaBUThL EMY ITOJHOXKKY, €CJIH OH IIOMBITAETCS
TIOBEPHYThCS.

OHa BBHIBEPHYJIa €T0 3aMsCTbe U IOHSIa PyKaB €ero TOHKOM IbHSIHOM pyOamiky, 00HaXKUB BEHY.
Oco3HaBasi, 4To ee COOCTBEHHBIE PYKU APOXKAT OT U30bITKA afpeHaIMHa, @ KOHYUK UTJIbI
mofiparuBaeT, oHa npobopmoTana: "UepT Bo3pMu!" OH THX0 cKa3ai: "Bce B mopsiake". [IoBepHYB
TOJIOBY, YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETH Ha HEe, OH OTBETUIT: "3aMoIyu", - SPOCTHO IpoIuiena oHa. OHa He
MOTJIa CKa3aTh, I0YeMy 3TO TaK CHJIbHO Ha Hee IOAeHCTBOBao, HO 3TO OBUI HE CTpax. OTO OBINIO...
Osna cTapanach He 3al[MKIUBATHCSA Ha 9TOM, KOT[la BBOAUJIA UTJIy B €r0 BEHYy, U MaJIMHOBBIM TYMaH
OTeK 00paTHO B IIMPHUI, KOTHa OHa BBejla comepxkuMoe. MTHOBEHME CITyCTSI OHA IMMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAk
paccrmabunuck ero MuImiel. OH Omepcst IPYTro¥ PyKOH O CTEHY, Hilla OMOPHI, ¥ CO3HAHKEe ero Havaso
yracatb. Ero Teno oOMSKIIO, a ObIXaHue 3aMeIunoch. TpymHo ObII0 CKa3aTh mouyeMy, Ho Mapa
CXBaTUJIa €T0 3a PYKY U BBITAIWJIA UTIy, IIOAAEePKUBAs €r0 Ha BeCy, I0Ka OHU Me[JIEHHO OIyCKa/IuCh
Ha KosieHu. CBeT B ero rjasax Hadaa MEPKHYTh, €T0 COCPENOTOYEHHOCTD 0cnabeBaTh. "[loueMy ThI
IOoBepsielllb MHE?" - CIPOCHUJIa OHA, ¥ B €€ TOJI0CEe IOCTbIIIanach HaCTOMYMBOCTD, TPeOyIolas
orBeTa.OH MSATKO YIIBIOHYJICS, HO YEPTHI €T0 JIMIlA Y2Ke PacIikiBanuch. OHa 00XBaTHIIA €0 I'OJIOBY
JIaflOHSAMHU ¥ IIOCMOTPEJia eMy B Irjia3a.

- {1 BUXKy... gasnelie... TBOETO...

Ho ero rmasa 3adKPBITHUCE, 1 OHA OCTOPOZKHO II0JIOZKHUJIA €TI0 Ha IIO0JI. HpI/ICGB Ha KOPTOYKHU PAOOM C
HUM, OHa B3TJIAHYJIa Ha OXPaHHUKOB, BCIIOMHUHAaA, I'T€ OHU HaXO0OATCA.

- Yxomoute! BepHutecs Ha CBOU MecCTa. 4 [ONI0XKY UMIIEPATOPY.

CTpaxkKHUKH BBIIIUIH, THXO MTePeIIenThBasICh, B CMITEHUH TIISAs Ha Pa30UTYIO IIacTalib, U
BBIPAKEHUS UX JIUII BRITABAIM UX 6€CIIOKOMCTBO. TauHCTBEHHbIH IJIEHHUK 00/1afgas CUJIOH, O
CYILIeCTBOBAaHUHU KOTOPOM Majio KTO IIOAO3peBal, U faXxke Te, KTO 3HaJI, Kak Mapa, 110 OMbITY 3HAJH,
YTO IIOHMMATh, KTO TAKOH YEJIOBEK, ¥ BUMIETh 9TO COOCTBEHHLIMH I'JIa3aMH - IBE€ COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIe
BEIITH.

Ero npucyTcTBUE 3aCTaBIISIIIO BCEX YYBCTBOBATh cebsi HeNToBKO. Habmiomas 3a ero fbIxaHueM, He
oOpalljas BHIMaHUS HY Ha yXOJl OXPaHHUKOB, HY Ha TeYeHNe BpeMeHH, OHa pacKauuBasach B3ag-



BIlepeq Ha KaOnyKax, pa3Mmuinisis. Kak oH aTo coenan? Kak eMy yganoch 000UTH ee 3alIuTy?
MepnneHHO 3a0bITEHE 9MOIUY TS B €e CO3HAHWM, BOCIIJIAMEHSSICh OT OTHAJIeHHBIX HAMEKOB Ha ero
npucyTtcTBue B Cuse. YTo Xe OHa 4yBCTBOBaja?3aKphIB Ijla3a, OHa OLIYyTHJIa CMyTHHIY,
Hepas3JIMYUMBIM Pe30HaHC, IPOHUKILINY B €€ MBIC/IU. BEHIIO 1M 3TO COYYBCTBUE, YYBCTBO BUHBI?
[Toyemy oH 31O caenan? [loueMy oHa 9TO JOMyCTHUNIA?

OcTaBmCh OJHA, OHA U3[aa HeuJleHOpa3[ne/lbHE 3ByK — HAIlOJIOBUHY PHIlaHNe, HAllOJIOBUHY THEB.
C cunou ymapuB ero KyJaakoM II0 TPYOHOU KJIEeTKe, OHa IIpeKpacHO 3Haja, 4YTO OH 3TOr0 He
nouyBcTByeT. Korfia oH yexan 6e3 co3HaHUS Ha MOJTy, OHa Opocuiia B Hero cioBa: “Iypak! [lypak,
yTO moBepuics MHe, JItok Ckailyokep. ITO TO, YETo THl 3aCiTyKUBaellb! I BOTKHY HOX TeOe MexXIy
pebep, Kak TOJIbKO B3TJISIHY Ha Te0s”.

Ona coenana ABa IIara Bepen, HaMepeBasCh HAHECTU CUJIbHBIMA yOap HOTOM, HO OCTaHOBUIACh Kak
BKOITaHHAas, HE B CHJIaX OCYIIEeCTBUTh CBOe HamepeHue. OCO3HaB, YTO KPUYHUT Ha KOr0-TO, KTO He
MOXKET ee YCIIbIIIaTh, OHA B3siyia ce0s B PYKH U IIPOIIIa MUMO €ro Tejla, 0TKa3kIBasiCh CMOTPETh BHU3.
OHa 3akKphljia Ty KpOIIeYHYyIo, YS3BUMYIO YacTh ce0s, KOTopas Tak JIeTKO IIPOHKKala B eT0 CO3HaHUe.
Y Hee He ObII0 APyroro BEIOOPa, KPOMe KakK OIIyTUTh €T0 IPUCYTCTBHE... HO OHA MOTJIa BEIOUPATE,
cryuiaTh ee unu HeT.OHa OCTaHOBUIIACh ¥ PA30UTHIX BOpeOe3ru 0CTaTKOB BEICOKOITPOYHOTO
IIPO3PavyHOro CTEKJIa ¥ MpoBeJia MasbleM II0 er0 MOBEPXHOCTH, OTMETUB, YTO MHOTHE HUTHU
OEUCTBUTEJILHO TPECHYIIH 10 BO3OEeUCTBMEM HEBUAUMOM CUbEl. OHa ITIOHUMasa, YTO IIpU BTOPOM
yrmape CTEKJI0, CKopee BCcero, pasneTutcs Bapebesru. Ee ria3a cy3unuch, oHa ri1y00Ko 3agyMaach,
BIIEPBHIE UCIIBITEIBASA YYBCTBO TPEBOTH 3@ CBOETO XO3SMHA. - THl CIIUIIKOM MHOTO 6€eCIIOKOUIIIBCS,
OUTS MOe, - CKa3ana Mapa, IOTpsiCEHHAsI, ee HepBH 1 6e3 Toro ObINK Ha mpepesne. MmmepaTop
CIIOKOMHO MepeceKk KOMHATY, He OTphIBas B3TJsifa OT CTEKJISTHHOU MTaHeJu.

"Kakou cunoi oH o6magaeT", - CKa3al OH C 00OOpUTEIbHOM YIBIOKOM, COBEPIIIEHHO 0YapOBaHHHN. B
mpourioM OBIIM U APYTHe OXKedau, Korma Mapa Oblyla MOJI0fia, HO HA ONWH M3 HUX He OBIT ITOX0XK Ha
3Toro. HeMHOrue BHIXKUBIINE TTOCTIE YUCTKHU, Halllefume yoexuine B HeOOIbIINX TOBCTAHYECKUX
s4yeiKax, pacCesiHHBIX 0e3 KaKoi-mubo opraHu3alluyl B IepBhle THU CYIIeCTBOBaHUA MMnepuu,
CTaHOBUJIACH BCE MEHbIIIe ¥ MeHbIIle I10 Mepe TOro, KaK OHa CTaHOBUJIACh IPaBOX PYyKOU
rMmnepatopa. Ho oHa IMoOMHUIIa UX BCEX, KOTOPHIX JTopA Beligep npuBen B UMnepaTopCcKuy ABOpEL,
YTOOBI BCTPETUTH TUIIOM K JIUIY C UX Cyab00#. [Tomo6HO 0XOTHUKY, BO3BPAILAIOIIEMYCS JOMOU CO
cBOel moOBIYel, OHU MTPOMiePKauCh BCETO MeHb WM [IBa, IIPek/e YeM ObUIH YHUUTOXKEHBI
uMIiepaTopoM. MiHorga Mapy BHI3BIBa/IM, YTOOB OHA CTajla CBUOETENbHUIEN WX TH0esH, u3yuniia ux
CHUJIBI, Y3HAaJla, Ha YTO OHU CIIOCOOHHI X YTO C HUMHU MOXKHO CHielaTh — YTOOHI IIOHSITh, YTO 3HAYUT
HaXOOUTHLCS B IPUCYTCTBUU [AXKefas.MIHOTga OH Japuil UM OpyXue, MHOTTA - HeT. YacTo OH Japun
CBOMM Y4YeHUKaM CBETOBOM MeY ¥ MCII0Ib30Ball Belijepa NpOTUB HUX AJIST COOCTBEHHOTO
pasBieuyeHusi. HeKoTophie U3 3TUX BUIOB OpyxKus OblIn 00jiee MOIIHLIMY, 4YeM apyrue. HekoTopsie
13 HUX OB IPOCTHIMU ITaflaBaHaMU, CPaXKaBUIMMHUCS C OTYasHUEM; Apyrue Ol MacTepamu,
BCTPEUYABIINMU CBOIO CyOb0y CO CIIOKOWHBIM CTOUIM3MOM. [IanmaTUH yTBEPK/Ial, YTO B KOHEYHOM
cueTe 3TO He UMeJI0 HUKAKOr0 3Ha4YeHUs, IOCKOJIbKY BCe OHU BCTPETHUIN CBOIO KOHYHUHY.

OmHaKO HU OUH U3 9THX JIIOfel He 00/1aian JOCTaTOYHOM BIIaCThi0, YTOOK GPOCHUTDH BHI3OB
[ManmatuHy, uHa4Ye oHU OH coesanu 3To. Hu oguH u3 HUX He 06J1agas TaKod BIaCThIO Hal CBOUM
X035IMHOM, ¥ 9TO IIOMEIIIaI0 UM 0CO3HaTh OmacHOCTh. OHA ef[Ba He BRICKAa3ajla CBOM OIIACeHMs, efBa
He BhIpa3uiia CBou cTpaxu. OHa cobupasach CIPOCUTD, IpefcTaBiseT mu CKalyokep yrposy, HO
clepxajach, IOHUMas, YTO ee YYUTEeIb BOCIPUMET 9TO KaK 0CKOpOJIeHNe ero CII0COOHOCTEH.

[ManmaTtus yopasn pyKy OT Pa30MTOr0 OKHA, Ha KOHYHMKE er0 YHUCTOTO ITaJiblla BEICTYIIUIA KPOILIeYHas
KpacHas Karejabka.Mapa ycTaBUIach Ha KaleabKy, PyOMHOBO-KpPACHOE IMSTHHIIIKO Ha 6eoi
TIOBEPXHOCTH, TTIyOOKO MOTPsICEHHAsT YBUAEHHHIM. [10 Hee JOIII0, YTO OHAa HUKOTMa PaHbllle He
BUJIeNIa, KAK UCTEKAeT KPOBbIO ee X035IMH. ITa eJUHCTBEHHAS TeMHas KallJIsi KPOBU Ha ero 01egHou



KOXKe IIPUBJIEK]Ia €€ BHUMadHNE K 0pr}Ka101ue171 TpaHCHeHJIeHTHOIZ TUIINHE, KaK GYI[TO BpeMi
3daMeJINnIIOCh, a 3aTeM U BOBCE€ OCTaHOBHUIIOCHK...

YT0-TO... YTO-TO CKPHIIOCH, KAk Oypsi, OyLIyIOIas B HOUM, TEMHEIE TY4YHd, 3aKPHIBAIOIIKE JTYHHEIHM CBET.
OOMaH, ImpefaTeNnbCTBO... BEPHOCTh MMOABEPraeTCs UCIBITAHKIO, CTABUTCS 0] COMHeHUe. Bce
HAXOOUTCS B COCTOSIHUM U3MEHEHWUSsI, KallpU3HOCTH. Bce MeHsieTcst, maxe MbI caMu. Hu4uTo He
OCTaeTCsI HETPOHYTHEIM, Cynb0a mokopseTcs... KpoBaBo-KpaCcHOE COHIIE, XOIOOHOe, KaK CMEPTE. B ee
3aTyMaHEHHOM B30pe OHO Ha MIHOBEHUE Pa3[esIseTcs U CTAaHOBUTCS IBOMYHBLIM, TUIIKHA IIeTYeT
3aragku... «Ce ComHilL...» Heb6o TeMHeeT, ¥ COJHIIe TpeBpalniaeTcs B OIeHYI0 IyHY, X OHA CITBILIIUT
— YyBCTBYeT — YTO-TO OWKOE U IEPBOORITHOE B HOYHOU THUIIKWHE, CIOBHO BOJIK, KPAOYIIUUCS B TEHH.
[TemenpHO-Cepasi IyHa CHOBA Pa3:KUTaeT KPOBABO-KPACHLIM CBET, OMMHOKKE aJlkle KallJId MafaioT C
HebOec Ha 3eMJTI0 K HOTaM MacTepa, OKpallliBas IIOH0JI ero AJIMHHOI'0 TOPHOCTAeBOro IIylalla.
MrHoBeHUe, 3TO eIUHCTBEHHOEe MTHOBEHUE, HAaTSIHYTOe [0 Ipemena... OrpoMHOe KOIU4YeCTBO
BO3MOXKHOCTEH BIJIETEHO OPYT B Opyra, Bce Oymylee BpamaeTcss BOKPYT 3TOT0 eIUHCTBEHHOTO
MoMeHTa. OguH BEIOOD, OMHA HemoKoebuMast Bojis. CrmabocTh, KOTOpas SBISETCS CUIIOMN. ..

Boii BoniKa B TEMHOTE 3aCTaBUII €€ B3APOTHYTh, PEATbHOCTh BHE3AITHO BEPHYJIACh MOCTIe TOTO, KaK
CIOPpeanruCTUYeCKoe BUOEHNE UCUE3JI0. - UTO TH BUOENA? - CIPOCHUII ee X0341uH. Mapa MeeHHO
II0Kay4aJia TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO IIHITAsICh N30aBUTHCSI OT HAaBSI3UYMBEIX BOCIIOMKUHAHUK. YTO OB 9TO HU
OBLII0, OHO PACTBOPHUJIOCH B BO3MyXe, KaK COH.

"¢ Bupena BOJIKa, TEMHYIO PUTYpy, KOTOpPas OXOTUJIACk", - OTBETHIIa OHa. "OX0THIach Ha 4T0?" - 4yTh
OBLIIO HE CIIPOCHII €€ X035IMH, HO, KOTla OHa OTKPhI/Ia POT, YTOOK OTBETUTH, M300paKeHNUe HCUE3TIO,
OCTaBUB ee TYIO CMOTPETh Ha CBOEro xo03suHa. HakoHel oHa 0TBesa B3I/, 00BOOSA B3TISAOOM
KOMHATY, IIBITasCh BCIIOMHUTh MOMEHT IIPOCBETJIEHUS, KOTOPHIM MUHOBAJI.

3a BCIO CBOIO XKM3HB y Hee OBITI0 BCETO HECKOJILKO BUOEHUM, U KOT{Ia OHU ITPOUCXOOUIH, OHU OBINTH
CUJTbHBIMH U PeasibHBIMU, HO OHU MCYe3aliid, KaK TOJIbKO paccenBanuch. OHa CHOBa ITOKayaa
T'0JI0BO#, oOpeTas map peyu ¥ BCIIOMUHAS, K KOMY oOpaiaeTcs. "¢ mpoIy mpoIneHus, yYuTens", -
CKa3aJjla OHa. - 41 He 3Hal0, 4TO s Bupena. OHa 3Hasla, YTO OH Pa30YapoBaH ee HeCIIOCOOHOCThIO
KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh CBOU BUAEHUS, IO9TOMY IIOIBITANIaCh CMEHUTH TeMY. - [I03BOIbTE MHE HEMENJIEHHO
3aMeHUTh OKOHHOE CTEKIIO, - IPeaIoxKuila OHa. - CenanTe 3T0, - HeTEPIENINBO IIporu3Hec 0OH. Mapa
CKJIOHHJIA TOJIOBY U Opocuiia B3rsd Ha 0eCUyBCTBEHHOE TeN0. 3aTEM, IIOBEPHYBIIUCDH, YTOOH! 1T03BATh
CTpaxy, OHa ImoKoye0asnach, Mpexae YeM cKa3aTh: "['0CIoauH, 5 mpoIly npoiieHus. MHe He
CIIeTOBAJIO OCTABIIATh €T0 B TAKOM COCTOSITHHM. OH OMaCHBIM Y€JI0BEK, KaK S Tellepb IOHUMaM".

Ox cnpocun: "Tonbko ceruyac?" OHa ynoBuIa HOTKY pa3odyapoBaHUs B ero ToHe. Korpa oHa
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, ero BHUMaHue OBII0 MTOTHOCThI0 COCPEIOTOUEeHO Ha CBOeM ToBapwuine. Ei
[I0KA3aJIoCh, YTO O HEel 3a0LIIIH.
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