[Tocre HEKOTOPOTO BpeMEHM MPOTynIKu Pomxkep yBUAeN orpaxaeHne, OKPYXKEeHHOe JIePeBbIMU. ITH
mepeBbst 04eHb 0OJIbIIKME, CAMOe MeJIKOe U3 HUX TI0 TOJMNIIKMHEe C YeJI0OBeKa, U He YIIyOJIeHHOe B 3eMITIO,
BBICOTOM GoJiee mecsiTi MeTpoB. OMHAKO 3TO HE YIUBUTEILHO, B 9TOM BOIIIEOHOM MUPE OEePEBbs
pPacTyT oueHb OBICTPO, KaK Te, UTO HyKHO 0OHMMATh BABOEM, ITOYTH moBciony. Ckopo Pomxkep
IofioIesn K BopoTaM mepeBHu! Ha mBepu Bucenu yeThpe OONBIINX CI0Ba «Bxom Bocmpelen». — !
EcTb KTO-HUOYOBL? — 3agpa’l ToJIoBY ¥ 'POMKO 3akpudai Pomxkep. CKopo HECKONIBKO puryp
IIOSIBUIMCH Ha CTeHe: — KTo BhI? 30eCh He MECTO MOCTOPOHHUM. — {1 mar u3 ['mnbauu «XBOCT
F'o6muHa», mpuilen pa3o6paThCs C ITUM [IeIoM. Y Bac CeromgHs OblIM MyKYKMHA U XKEeHIIWHA U
rony6oi kot? ['onoc Pomzkepa ObIZT TPOMKUM, U K HEMY Obljla IIPUKPeIieHa Marus, KOTOPYIO OH
MCIT0/Ih30BaJl UMEHHO [IJIs TOTO, YTOOH HaTh 3HaTh Ha3y o cBoeM mpubwituu! Has u I'pelt ycmbimanu
3TOT 3HAKOMBIM T'0JIOC, UX JIUIla Hanpsariauck: — He xopomo! 3to Pogxkep! OH TouHO mpuIies, YTOOL
BEPHYTh Hac. — YEPT, 51 He 00I0Ch, THI MPOCTO OBINT yIapeH B COH ¥ HAaCUIIbHO NTPUBE3€EH clofjal —
ckasan I'peli, BHe3aIHO paccaabuBIIKCh, He Xkemasi, 4To0sl Ha3 u Jltocu Tak HepBHUYAIH. — TCCCC...
[IpocTo CKaxu, 4TO He BUMEJIU HacC, UX 3[eCh He XKAYT, yCTh yxoauT! OH Npullen BepHyTh HAC, a
eCJId MHI yiIeM, HeKoMy OyIeT MoMo4b BaM PEUIUThb MPoKysgTue. Ha3 mogxomuT mobnuxe U IemnyeT
CMOTpPHUTEJI0 BOPOT. Korfga cMOTpUTens yCibiman cjioBa Hasa, ero muiio MOMeHTANIbHO HAIIPATIOCh, ¥
OH cKa3zan Pomxepy, crodmeMy y gsepu. — Hudero... He yBugen! 3gech He XKAYyT NOCTOPOHHUX!
[Toxanyiicta, yxomute! Pomkep, yCEIIIaB 9T0, HAaXMypHUIl OPOBH, Ha NHIlE MTOSBUIIOCH 0€CIIOMOIIIHOE
BhIpaXkeHue, U OH I'POMKO CKa3an! — Ha3s, s 3Haro, 4TO TH 3[eCh, CKOpee OTKPOU ABEPh U
BO3Bpalllayics, uHave... BEyTpu gBepu! Jltocu ciyiasna ronoc Poaxepa, puxKaB PYKHY K JIUIY U C
HECKOJIBKO TI0/JaBIEHHBIM TOHOM CKa3aja. — f 3Hai, Kak Moryia oOMaHyTh Pomkepa, Mou Kmoun!!
Jltocu mpuIia ciofia, IOTOMY YTO MMeJia KJito4d K 30JI0TOMY 30[iMaKy B Harpany, Beb OHa Oblsia
Marom [IyxoB 3BE31. — XM, S He BEPHYCh, 51 HE YUy HU 3a YTO, 5 [0JIKHA BHIIIOIHUTh 9TO 3aaHue
Kiacca S! Ha3z ympssmo ctuchHyn 3y6sr! Pofzkep 3a gBepbio MPUCYIIMBACS K TUIINHE, TOMacCHPOBal
BHCKHU U OeCITOMOIITHO ITpou3Hec. — [1oXoxKe, MpUAeTCs MPUHYOUTENIbHO OTKPHITh IBepb. Kak TOIbKO
Popkep 3aKOHYHUII TOBOPUTH, U3 €TI0 Tejla MTHOBEHHO BEIPBAJIOCh Y2KaCHOe aBlieHue. B eHTpe
Pomzkepa mio0ble CcylllecTBa B pafinyce KAJIOMETpa BHE3AMTHO yIIaly Ha 3eMJII0, MyYUTEIbHO
cOoepKuBas faBleHne. — YEPT, 9TO yKaCHOe HaBlieHue onpeneeHHo Pomxkep, OH HaCTpPOeH
cepre3Ho, Oema! — I'peii exkan Ha 3eMJie ¥ cMOTpen Ha Jltocu 1 Ha3a ¢ BOCTOpKEHHBIM TUI[OM. —
CKa3aJl, YTOo OTKPOIO Bepb!! — mpousHecsna JIIocu, 4yBCTBYs, YTO I'PYAb BOT-BOT Pa3fassiT, C
Oecce3HbIM TuIloM. — Kak ke OBITh, 1 HUKOIa He IPHU3Halo TopaxkeHue, HU 3a yto! Haz, mexa Ha
3eMJle, Hayal pa3ropaThCsi OTHEM Ha CBOEM TeJle, 3aTeM C TPYHOOM BcTal Ha Horu. — Has... — ['pei,
cMoTps Kak Ha3s BcTar, cnerka npumypuica. OH gyMan, 4To He xye Ha3za, Ho Ha3 cMor BcTaTh, B
TO BpeMs KaK OH caM TOJIbKO JiexKall Ha 3emie. B 3To BpeMs Popuxkep CHOBa TPOMKO CKa3ajl CHapyXKHu.
— Hy, xoTuTe OTKPHITL ABEPH? B MPOTUBHOM CiTydae 5 caM OTKPOIO €€ cuioi! — ITogoXKauTe... MHL...
Mz oTKpoeM aBeps! [Toxanyucra... [laBaiiTe cHavyana nogHuMeMcs! C KpukoM Popxkepa u3HyTpU
IBEPH pas3falicsi FPOMKHUM 3BYK. PomzKep, yCIIBIIIaB 3TO, C YIRIOKOM Ha Nulle mpou3Hec! — Bemb 3T0
Ob110 651 XOpOII0? — ['0BOPS 9TO, OH yOpasl CBOIO OYXOBHYIO HAarpy3Ky. BApyT Te, KTo nexkan Ha 3eMiie
¥ He MOT IBUTaThCS, BCTaau Ha HOTU. — OTkpoiiTe aBeps! OTKpoiTe aBeps! — Ckput, ckpum! —
Bckope BopoTa mOOHANIUCH M OTKPBUIKCh. Cpa3y mocie 3Toro Pomkep yBULEN CIeOYIOIIyIo CIeHY:
Has, JItocu u XapOu MOCYIIHO CTOS/IM Ha KOJIEHSX C BUAOM OCO3HABIINX CBOIO BUHY. CTapuk,
IIOX0XKUY Ha IEPEeBEHCKOr'0 CTapOCTy, C TPEBOKHBIM BhIpaXkKeHUeM B3TJISHYI Ha Pomgxkepa u CIipoCcut:
— 3apaBCTBYHTE, KaK BhI? TONBKO 4TO PofKep Hamyras Bcex B UX fepeBHe. Pomkep mocMoTpes Ha
IEePEBEHCKOT0 CTapOCTy U CKalad: — 4 Mar, NpulllefIldi PELIUTh 9TO IOPYYEeHHOe 3ailaHue OT
«Cka3ouHou XxBoCcT», Pogxep. HeCKonbKO UAMOTOB U3 Hallleld TUAbLOUU He JOCTaBUJIA BaM HUKAKUX
xyonoT. — HeT-HeT, 06a Mara B nmopsiuke. — CTapocTa, YCIIHIIAB cI0Ba Pomgkepa, MOCIEITHO 3aMaxall
pykoi. — M3BuHuTe! ITO 3agaHre 3HAYaIbHO He TIOIXOMMIIO [JIs UX PaHra, OHU MpoOpaiuch Ha
BTOPOM 3Tax I'UIbAUM, YTOOH YKPacTh 3alaHue, U 3abexkanu ciofia 6e3 pa3pelleHus, a TeIephb 3TO
3aflaHUe B MOel OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. YCJIBIILIAB, YTO €r0 3ajlaHKe BOT-BOT COCKONb3HET, Has TyT xke
nopOesxkan u ckadan: — [logoxaute! Uy fAH, g XKe HaIen..... [';ma3a Popkepa Cy3usuce, JaBieHue
BepHYI0Ch: ————! Has, KoTophId mogolen K Pogxkepy, CHOBa jiexXall Ha 3eMiie. TeMm He MeHee, Has



BCe ellle JBUTal TeJIOM, IT0Ka3kiBasi, UTO He X04eT coaBaThcs! Cpasy mocne 3Toro Pogxkep gocran
napy 6paciieToB 3ampenieHHON Maruy U «IIeJKHY» Ha Tejle Ha3a. Ha3 moHOCTRIO yIIan Ha 3eMITH0,
HeToaBUXKHBIN. — Vx! — JItocu u ['peit OBIM B IIIOKE, OHU HE 0XKUANU, 4TO PofKep maxke MOCTAHET
OpacneThl 3anpeleHHoN Maruu. CUHUM KOTeHOK XapOu MOHSJI, UYTO CUTYyallus I1J10Xa, ¥ Cpa3y Xe
moJieTesl Ha 1iedo Pomxkepa, miava u XkKanysick: — Pomgkep, He 3a0riBali mpo MeHs! Ito Has u JTiocy,
[IBOe HEepa3yMHBIX pebsT, KOTOPhe 3acTaBulu MeHs npuiitu! — Twl, HeduecTHHIHM KoT! — Jliocu,
yCHBIIaB cioBa Xap0u, 3aKkpuyasa Ha Hero! — 3HaeTe U BH TPOe, KakK OIacHO 3afaHue Kiacca S?
Kak BBl cMenu 6e3 pa3pelnenus O6paTh 3afganus Kiaacca S! Y Bac yTo, wings ykpenunucs?! [laxe
IIpaBuiia TUIBAUU OocMenunuch HapymuTh!!! Has, Xap6u u Jltocu, ycblmaB cioBa Pomxepa,
3aTperneTanu oT ctpaxa. — U Thl, ['pelt, cTapuK SBHO MPOCU Te0S OPraHKW30BaTh UX, @ ThI IPHUIIET C
HuMHU! Pomzkep mocmoTtpen Ha ['pesi, KOTOPHIN XMYPUIICS C YXMBIJIKOW, U TyT Ke 00paTui B3I,
['pet n3HavaIbHO OBLI TOBOJIHLHO IOBOJIEH TEM, UTO BU[EN, Kak Ha3 mony4yaer nopuiiauue, HO TEMEPD
€r0 HaCTPOeHMe Pe3K0 U3MEHUIIOCh, ¥ OH MOCIEIIHO CKa3al: — f MpuIlen mo Bojie ciaydas, 9To Has,
KOTOPHIM yOapuil MeHsI B COH U 3acTtaBui npuiitu! — O, Ha3 Tak /1eTK0 MOXKET OTNTyIIUTh Tebs, ThI
CUYHTaellnb MeHs nypakoM! Pomkep OBaxmbl YCMEXHYJICS, YCIIbIIIAB cioBa I'pest, BO3MoxkHO, Ha3 Ovin
IEeNCTBUTEILHO HEMHOTO CUJIbHEee I'pesi, HO He 10 TaKOM CTeleHu, YTOOH! JIETKO OTIYIIUTh €ero. —
Ox... — I'pen, ycneimas cnoBa Popxkepa, BOPYT NUILKJICS Japa pe4yd, OH AeUCTBUTEIBHO HaMEePEHHO
ornymmn Hasa, uTo6s! HaliTy npennor. Kak conepauk Ha3sa, oH He XOTe eMy IIPOUTPHIBATh U
CUMTal, YTO, €CJIA 3aBEPIIUT 3TO 3afaHue, Jake CTapuK He CMOXKeT Hu4ero ckasath! 1o cTporum
ynpekoM PomKepa Tpoe U3 HUX CKJIOHSJIM TOJIOBEl XU 3aMepPJIH, KakK 1IBeThl. — JlagHO, MOXKeTe UATH
Has3af, s mo3abouyych 0 ocTanbHOM! PomKep yka3asl Ha IBEpPh ¥ CKa3all TPOUM U KOoTy. Ha3 Bapyr
mepecTasl COIIPOTUBIATHCS U Cpa3y XKe Mpou3Hec ¢ BocToproM! — 4 HuKorga He yuny, OrHeHHBIN
IpakoH... A? Ha3s, KOTOPHIY XOTEN UCIIOIb30BaTh Maruio, TyT xke 00HaAPYKUJ, YTO eTr0 Marus He
MOKET MCIIONIb30BaThCSA. — ['ymell, Thl HOCUIIb 3anpelleHHbd bpacnetr! — 'peu riasgen Ha Hasa,
3aKpPHBIB JIUIIO OOHOM PYKOM, ¥ AyMaJl, KaK TaKOM UAMOT MOT OBIThH JTyullle ero. — YépT, HeHaBuXKy!! —
3akpuyan Has, rrsas Ha 6pacieT Ha 3amscThe U MBITANICS CJIoMaTh ero 3ybaMu. — [laxke He
IIBITAMCS, THL He CMOKEIIb ero YKycuTh! — Pomkep ¢ HegoymMeHueM Habiofan 3a gercteusiMu Haza
U TIogyMaJl, 4YTo ecnu Obl OpacyieT OblI0 Tak JIETKO YKYCUTh, TO TOT OBUT OBl IOCTYIIHEIM. — ['peii,
0oTBenu ux o0paTHO, He HYKHO OyHTOBaTh, Kak Ha3! Pomgxkep mocMoTpen Ha ['pes u mocTarn elle OfuH
3amnpeleHHEY bpacieTr u3 kapMaHa. I'peir mocmotpen Ha BpacreT 3anpeleHHON Marvuu B pyke
Popkepa, Kadast TOJIOBOM U MOBTOPSIsA: — 4 ompenesieHHO BepHY ux ¢ coboi! — Cka3aB 3T0, OH
noTAHyNCcsA K Hazu 1 HampaBuics K BopoTaM. JII0oCH TakxXKe C IOoJaBJIeHHEIM HaCTPOEHUEM CliefioBaa
3a HUMHU! — PomKep, maxe ecniy TH IO3BOIMUIIL [ per0 BEPHYTh MeHs, S BCe PaBHO BEPHYCH, U Jaxke
€CJI¥ He MOTY cfenaTh 3TO 3afJaHKe Kjacca S, S BHIIONHIO clefylollee S-3aganue! Has, KoToporo
TsaHyJ ['peit, 3akpuyan Pogxepy. Pogxep, ycneliinas coBa Ha3a, He MOT ciepxkaTh ycMeInku. Ecnu
OBl 3TO CKa3aj KTO-TO [IPYTOM, OH MOT ObI He IIOBEPUTh, HO TO, YTO CKa3as Has......... ! OH OBL1 Ha
100% yBepeH, 4TO 3TO IPOU30UIET, U, HaKoHel, Pomkep nogyMan u octaHoBul ['pes. — JlagHo,
IIyCTh OCTAETCS, HO THI OJIKEH CIIyIIaThCS MOUX IIPHKAa30B, MHA4YE IPOCTO TOKOPUTLCS U
Bo3Bpaiarucs! C cepbe3HbIM BelpaxkeHueM Pomxkep ckasan BceM. HeCKOIbKO 4el0BeK, YCIIbIIIaB
crmoBa Pomkepa, BHe3anHo yaeI0OHymHuCh. — Ypa! — Has B BocTopre nmopcko4yui Ha Mecte! Pomxkep
yBU[IEN, KaK OHU PAJOCTHEHI, ¥ Ha ero JIUIle MMOSBUIACh yIbIOKA, XOTS 3aJaHue Kjtacca S 6110
OTIaCHBLIM, HO Kak ke Ha3 u ['peit He OblI OBl My2KeCTBEHHBIMHU. PofizKep MPEeIIIoNoxkuII, YTO faxKe
0e3 Hero OHM MOTJIH OBl BEIITOJTHUTE 9TO 3afjaHue, ¥ BMECTO TOT0 YTOORI OTIIPABUTEL UX 00pPaTHO, HE
3Hasl, YTO IMPOX30MUAET, ObIIO OBl JTy4Ille TI03BOIUTE UM OCTaThcs! KoHel 3Toi riaBkhl!
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