— OTo0 mepeBHs Brepenu Tebss! — cka3an Pomkep, IOI0XKUB ONHY PYKY Ha PYKOSITKY YOIITIEPa,
PacIIONIOKEeHHOT0 Y HETO Ha TaJli|, a APYrou gepxKa KOMUCCHUI0. — KPeCTOBBIM MOXO0[ MPOTUB
neMOoHOB B 1lepkBH, cTouMocThb 200,000 J! Pomkep yKe OBa roga HaXOOUTCS B TUNbOUU «I 00NMMH
Teitn» 1 HelaBHO OBIT YCIIEIITHO MOBLIIIIEH N0 MarucTpa ypoBHS S. OfHaKO 3aJaHus Kjlacca S — He
IIyTKa, K TOMY Xe runbaus «CKa304HbIM XBOCT» II0Ka He oKperia. KpoMe ogHOro u3 numepoB
TANBAVY U HECKONMbKUX BRICTPenoB Kuppmaca, ocTanbHble — 3TO B OCHOBHOM Maru He 04eHb BEICOKOTO
ypoBH$. TakuM o0pa3oM, «CKa304HBIM XBOCT» CeMdac [OJIr0 MPEMsTCTBYET MOJTyYEeHUI0 3aKa30B
ypOBHS S. Befib y HUX HET HU CUJIbI, HX U3BECTHOCTH, TaK 3a4€M UM [0BEPATh 3afaHus? [1oaTomy
Pomxepy, naxe Oyay4u MaroM ypoBHS S, TPUXOOUTCS BHITIOJIHATE 3aJaHus YPOBHS A unu B, 4TOOH
IIOKPBITH [TIOBCEHEBHBIE pacxonbl. Bckope Pomxkep Npullesn B EPEBHIO U HALlle]I fePEBEHCKOT0
CTapoCTy. — BBl — Mar, KOTOpBIM IPUHAT 3aKa3! — CKa3al KOPOTHIIIKA CTapOCTa, TTIAAd Ha
Pomxepa. — [la, mpocTo CKaxwuTe, rae 1epkoBs! Poaxkep KUBHY CTapoCTe, OH He cOOUpacs TpaTUTh
30€eCh BPeMS; CTOJIb MPOCTOM 3aKa3 JIETKO PEIINTh MaJleHbKMM OTHEHHBIM LIapoM. — MauTe 3a MHOW,
3TOT [IeMOH NIPSYeTCS B LIEPKBH, ¥ Tellepb HET HUKAKUX OCHOBAHUM, YTOOBI KTO-TO TyMa IOIe!
Crapocrta nosesn Popgxepa, ¥ B 9T0O BpeMs XUTEJIA JEePEBHU TaKKe y3Hasld, 4YTO Mar IIpUHSJ 3aKas.
Ho onu yBupmenu, uto Pomzkep coBceM elnle peGeHOK, U B UX I'Jla3aX IOSBUJICS HEIOBEPUUBHIN B3TJIA.
— OueBUOHO, OH BCETO NUIIL PeOEHOK, KaK OH MOXKET OBITh MaroM, IpruHUMalonuM 3amanue! — [la,
30eCh HEe MOXKET OBITh OLUINOKY, B IIEPKBU NEWCTBUTEILHO €CTh IEMOHbBI! MeCTHBEIE XKUTENTU CMOTPETH
Ha purypy Pomxkepa u o6cyxkmanu 3T0, HO OH He oOpailliai Ha HUX BHUMaHUs. OH IPUBLIK K 9TOMY, U
KaXK[Iblit pa3, KOT7la OH BHITIONIHST 3afaHue, ObIM Te, KTO COMHEBAJICsS B HEM M3-3a €T'0 BO3pacTa, a
II0TOM, KOT[Ja OH IIpeBpallial 3eMJI0 B MarMmy, OCTaBaIMCh TOJIbKO 3BYKM YIUBJIEHUS U IIOXBAJIHL.
Bckope Pomxkep Ovln IpuBefeH K IepKBHU MIOJl PyKOBOJICTBOM CTapOCThl. — Moii TOCIIOUH, S MOTY
IIPOBOMIUTE BAC TOJIBKO IO CIOMA, a C IEMOHAMHU BHYTpPHU Ve pa3bepetech camu! CTapocTa
IIOBEPHYJICS K PopKepy U CKJIOHUI TOJIOBY. — XOpOIIO, S Haudy Bac, KOraa YHUYTOXY OeMOoHa!
Popzkep KMBHYI U IIOIIEJT IPSIMO K LiepkBu. — bBang! — Pomxkep 6eciiepeMOHHO ITHYT OBEPD 1EPKBU
1 BoIeJl BHyTph. OH TOCMOTPEJ HajleBO U HAIIpPaBo, IIEPKOBb Obla IyCTOM, HUUero He Obly10. — Hy u
TZie Xe IeMOHHI? — Pomkep HaxMypui1 OPOBU, HECKOJIBKO CTPaHHO. Bopyr Pomzkep ycrbian
cTpaHHBIN 3BYK! — KTO TaM, BHIXOOuTe, WHaYe 51 Oyny rpy6! B pyke Popxkepa mosgBusics ropsaui
OTHEHHBIU IIIap, ¥ TEMIIEPATypa BHYTPHU LIePKBU OBICTPO MOBHICUIIAch. — CecTpa, I0X0xkKe, Hac
00HAPYKHUITH, MOXKET, BRIHAEM? — TUXO IIPOU3HEC MAJIbUMK B YTOJIKE IIEPKBHU, OJ€THIN B IJIATSIHOE
oflesiHUe C KOPUYHEeBOM Koxei. — He roBopu, dndman! — 3akpuyasia feBouKa, 00bsIBIeHHAS
CECTPOM MaJlbuMKa, IIPUKPHIB eMy poT. [ToMUMO ABYX Mab4MKOB, Oblla ¥ MJlaflnas IeBOYKa, Y
KOTOPOM OBIIYM IIMPOKO paclaxHyTHEe Iila3a, OHa 6eCIIOKOMHO CMOTpella Ha PyKy cecTphl. — Haren
Bac! — BOPYT pasfa’ics rojioc, YCIbIIaB KOTOPHIM, TPOE UCIyTaHbl MPUKAIUCh K CTeHe, KaK
UCITyTaHHbIe KPonuKu. — YUTo 3a... 9 mymar, 3To IeMOH, a 9TO Tpoe meTei! — Pomxkep momxar ryos,
C HeJOyMeHHeM T Ha HuX. — He Tporaii Mmoux 6paTheB U cecTpy! — BcTaa nepen Pomxkepom
IIeBOYKa C CepeOpHUCTHIMU BOJIOCAMU. — YX THL... 4 TaK ¥ [iyMaJl, YTO BBITJISIXKY ITOIO3PUTENTBHO! —
Pomzkep cMOTpen Ha OeBOYKY C cepeOpUCTHIMU BOIOCAaMU C HEJJOBEPHEM, UCIILITHIBAsS HEMYIO
pacTepsHHOCTh. — BBl CHOBa BUAEJU OEMOHOB 3[€Ch, XU TBOU PYKU... OH IPUTTIAAENICS K PyKe
IEBOYKH, U €CJIA OH He omubasics, 3To JoIKHa OBITh JeMOHNYeCcKas pykKa. — Ax! — 3akpuyana
IeBOYKa C cepeOpUCTHIMU BOJIOCAMM, VCIIBIIIAB CJT0Ba Pomkepa, u cIpsiTana CBOIO PYKY 3@ CIHHY. —
He TporatiTe MO0 CeCTpy, 3TO pyKa, KOTOPYIO OHa IIOJTy4uIIa Iocyie mobeasl Hax meMoHoM! Miapias
IeBOYKa, IIPUIeAlIas c3afu, ofoIia 6Juxke, cCoOpaBUIMCh C yXOM, YTOOR B3TJITHYTh Ha Pomkepa.
3aTeM oHa obpaTunach K 601ee CUIbHOMY Mab4uKy: — bpat OndmaH, TH HOIKEH OBITH CMEJIBIM U
CTaTh HACTOSIIUM MyKUMHOM. — IndMaH... Ecu Tak, pa3Be 3TO He Tpoula U3 «Mupaxa»?
HeynuBuTENIBEHO, YTO OHH BBRITJISOSAT 3HAKOMO, — IoayMast Pomgxep mpo ce0s, rasas Ha HuX. — B aToM
cly4ae, pykKa «Mupaxa» I0SBUAIaCh TOIBKO II0CJI€ TOTO, KaK OHU BCTPETUIUCH C HEMOHAMU B
1epkeu! Ha 3ToT pa3 Pogxep 0co3Ha, 4TO IPOU3O0III0. — DU, BO YTO BBl UTPAETE, YTO CO MHOU? A
Bac He 6010Ch! «Mupaxk» He MOT BhIIepPKaTh MOTYaHUS U 3aKpuy4asl Ha Pomgxkepa. Pomxkep cMoTpen
Ha ynpsMoro «Mupaxa» mepef co00i, ¥ y HETro BHE3alHO BO3HUKIIO HEMHOT0 T1JI0X0€ YYBCTBO. —
Torma Tebe Hamo OBITH TOTOBBIM, IeMOH! — C yNIEIOKOM Ha nulle PofKep co3mal ropsyuil OrHeHHBIH



map B pyke. «Mupazx» IMOCMOTPEJ Ha OTHEHHHIN IIap B pyKe Pomgkepa ¢ HEMOOBUKHEIM JIUIIOM TaK
67IM3K0, YTO OHU YETKO YYBCTBOBAJIM YCTPAIIAIOIIYIO TEMIIEPATYPY OTHEHHOTO I1apa. — f Te0s He
6orock! — 3aKkpuyana «Mupaxk», HO ero Ir1a3a HeBOJIbHO 3aKPBITHACh. JipMaH U JIncaHa 3aKPHIIU
rja3a OT CTpaxa. 3aTeM, KOorga Tpoe M3 HUX 3aKphUIM I'/la3a B 0KUWJaHUK CMEPTH, OOUH Iajel]
JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICS uX I00B. Tpoe U3 HUX CeIM Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ 3aKpudanu oT 60mu. — Xa-xa-xa, JagHo,
He Tporaute petei! Poaxep mocMOTpes Ha TPOULY U He yaepKajcs OT cMexa. — YepT Bo3pMu! —
«Mupax» cxkan ryosl u 6pocuncs Ha Ponxepa. [IpsMoit yoap mputiencs B Ipyab Poagxkepa, U OH
HEOXUIaHHO ymas. «Mupax» BOCIIOJIb30Baach CUTyallrel, 4ToOk CeCTh Ha Pofzkepa, TOTOBSICh €TI0
ymaputh. — bBang, — Pomxep, moiimaB Kynnak «Mupaxka. — 9, S MOTY TepIIeTh yaaphl, HO OUTH
MEHS T10 TUIy — 3T0 Yepecuyp! Pogxkep cMoTpen Ha «Mupaxa» C yIbI0KOH; yaap, KOTOPBIA OH
TOJIBKO YTO ITOJIy4uJI, OblJI HaMEepPEeHHO MPOIMYIEeH, B IPOTUBHOM CiIy4dae KakK Obl OH MOT OBITh COUT C
HOT TaKUM «MupaxKoM», KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO Hayajl 0OCBauBaTh Marui. — Jpr! — «Mupax»
cepnouto GripkHyna! — CecTpa, Ce3b C 3TOT0 YeJIOBEKa, 3TOT OpaT BHITJIAAUT XOPOIIUM YeJI0BEeKOM!
JlucaHa ToXe MOTSIHYJIa «MUPaxkKa» 38 PYKY. «.evverreneerrnneennnnn B aTOM 1IepKBU, OKPYKEHHOU
IeMOHaMH, IeMOHBI, KOHEYHO, ObIJTH YHUYTOXKEHHI, ¥ YeThIpe MajleHbKre QUTYPKH CUEIN Ha 3eMIIe.
— IonKeH MPU3HATh, UTO Bl AEWCTBUTENLHO XPaOphl, pa3 OCMEJUINCh IPUUTH CIofla, YTOOH
CpaXxaThbCs C JeMOHaMu. — cKa3all Pogxep, risgs Ha «Mupaxka» B CTUJIE CTapIled CeCTPH. — XM,
THI HE TaKou! — «Mupax» He oOpaTui BHUMaHUS Ha 1MoxBany Pomxepa. — f Opyro#, s Mar ruIbIuu
«['obnuHel», ¥ TPUILEN CIola UMEHHO 10 9ToM npuunHe! — Pomkep mokadas rosoBoy U HOCTA
3aKa3 U3 KapMaHa. — Ax, 6pat Pogxep, cecTpa, OH pemmuT npobieMy ¢ TBoei pyKou! —
BOCTOPKEHHO IIpor3Hecsa JIucana. bynyuu ManbuukoM, dndman O 601ee poOKKUM, B IPOTUBHOM
cnydae OH Obl He OCMENHIICS 3aT0BOPUTh. — He x04y, 4TOOH OH MHe IloMoraj! — 5 caM BCE pelly.
«Mupax» ynpsimo B3T/IsiHyJa Ha Pogxepa. Pogxep nocMmotpen Ha «Mupaxa» U IOHSJI, 4YTO JeBOYKa
BCe elne cepouta. — Hy, 5T He momKeH ObLT ITyTUTh C TOOOHM paHblile, 3TO OblIa MOS OIIKMOKA, U 5
IIPOIIY MPOIIeHus nepen To60#. OgHAKO peIuTh MpobieMy ¢ pyko# «Mupaxk» s IeHCTBUTEIbHO He
Mory! — Pomzkep oCcMOTpes Ha [eMOHUYECKYI0 PYKY «Mupaxa» U IoKayas IoJI0BOM, ITI0Ka3blBasd,
YTO HAYEro He CMOXKeT caesaTh. — Kak Tak? — npousHecna JIlucaHa ¢ HEKOTOPHIM pa304apOBaHUEM.
Haxe «Mupax» He CMOTJla COepzKaTh YAUBIIeHNE; XOTh OHa ¥ Ka3ayiach 6e3pa3IuyHoM K 9TOU pyKe,
Ha caMOM [iefie OHa Obla o4eHb 00ecrokoeHa. KoHell 9Tol I1aBh!
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