T "4 He cMuMpMIICS C..."JTa MBICIb, POguBINasics B yMe Xyo JIuH, mpogoikaia 00poThCs, Oymyun
6eccunbHOM B Mope. Heoxkupanuo Kpuc caMoTMKBUAXPOBAJICS, ¥ OTPOMHAs yoapHasi BOJIHA
MTHOBEHHO Cepbhe3HO0 paHuia Xyo JIu". OH U30 BCeX CUJI IBITAJICSd UCII0Ib30BaTh MarundeckKyo
SHEepruio, Ho 00HAPYXKUJI, YTO MepHUAMaHbl 3a6JIOKUPOBAHEI, M Marnyeckas Cuila COBCEM He
paboTaeT.TypOyneHTHbIM IOTOK, CJIOBHO TUTAHTCKas PyKa, HeyCTaHHO TSAHYA Xyo JIuH Briiyob MOps,
M Ha HEro HaBaJIUJIOCh OCTPOE YyBCTBO yAyIIbSI.HeyMeHue maBaTh ObII0 OOIBIINM HELOCTATKOM XYO
JIuH B mpournoi xku3Hu! HeoXugaHHO 3TOT HEJOCTATOK CTaJl IPUYUHOU ero cMepTu.Co BpeMeHeM
BeKU Xyo JIMH CTaHOBUJIUCH BCE TAXKeJlee, U3 ero PTa MPOLO0JIKalIl BEIXOOUTH IIY3BIPEKY, U COJIeHast
MOPCKas Bofa MPUHYAUTENbHO 3a7uBanach B ero pot. CIyCcTs HECKOIBKO JeCATKOB CeKyHA Xyo JIuH
TIOYTH HEe MOT [lepXKaThCsl, eT0 TEJI0 CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TsKeJee, U PyKHU nepectanu 60poTbes.Kak pas
nepeq TeM, Kak Xyo JIMH HaBcerfa 3aKphlj I'/la3a, MUMO IIPOIjIa TeHb, ¥ faxe Oymyuu 6e3 Co3HaHUS,
OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOCTH B Tesne."Xyo JIuH... Xyo JIuH...KT0-T0 30BeT MeHA? JT0 ronoc aga? Her...
3TOT rojioc Tak 3HakoM! KTo 3T0 BooO1ie?"B TeMHOTEe HOuM XyOpUH IIOYYBCTBOBaJI, OYATO KTO-TO
30BET €ro, 3BYK Ka3aJics O6JIM3KUM, HO HeTOCTUXKUMBIM. OH Me[[JIEHHO OTKPBLJ I'/la3a, HO 00HAPYXKUJI,
YTO BIIEpPEX TeMHOTa, ¥ Xyo JIuH nobexas B HallpaBIeHUH 3BYKa.JTO 3aHSJI0O HEMAJIO BpeMeHU, 1
3TOT TYCKJIBIU ITyTh, Ka3aJl0Ch, HUKOTITIa He KOHYAJICsA, cOBCeM 6e3 BEIXOa. 3BYK 3Bydall Iepef HUM, U
Xyo JIun npommunen 1 3akpudait: "KTo Thl, rae ThL...?"X0Th U KPUK ObLI TPOMKUM, OH KaK KaMeHb,
yIaBIINY B MOpE, ¥ OTBETa COBCEM He ITocnenoBano. Xyo JIuH nmpopoikan 0exaTh BIIepen, OH 3Hall,
YTO, BO3MOXKHO, Biepeau OymeT Bhxon!"ITo cBeT... d BUXKY... 3T0 cBeT!"Xyo JIuH yBUIEN SIPKUK CBET
BIIEPEOU B IIPOX0fe, OH OBUI B BOCTOPTe ¥ PBaHYJ K CBETY, U C BCIBIIIKOMN ApKoCcTU Xyo JIuH
MeJIJIEHHO OTKPBIJI I'J1a3a ¥ yBuael o6ecrokoeHHoe ullo."Xyo JIUH... THl HAKOHEII-TO
npocHyinca!""'Oana [laro, 3To Tel! HeyauBUTEIBHO, YTO TaK 3HAaKOMO. Xyo JIMH HECBA3HEIE CII0BA
cbunu c TonKy [laHo, HO C Tex 1mop, Kak Xyo JIuH npocHyncs, JaHo ObUI 0OYeHb paf U CcKa3al:
"XO0PpoII110, YTO MMPOCHYJICS, XOPOIIIO, YTO IITPOCHYJICS, XOPOIIO... MTPOCcHYCs.""OKa3bIBaeTCs, TeHb ObllTa
nsapeit [laHo!"BcmoMuHas CBOe oTHassHUE, TeHb, KOTOpas IIPUHECTIa eMy Hafexnay, Oblna gsamed JaHo.
Xyo JIun mocMoTpes Ha Geryio MOTOJIO0K, Ha pagocTHOro aHo u crpocun: "[sas, 4To 3TO 3a
MecTo?""9T0 mopT ropox, Xapyruoun! Mul ceridac B 6onpHUIE!""AX...Xy0 JINH HEMHOTO IOIIEBEJTUT
TEJI0, ¥ CUIbHas 6071 MTHOBEHHO 00pyIIKiach Ha HET0, OH BAPYT TUXO BCXJIMIHYJ, U JJaHO cKa3al C
3abotoii: "He mBuratics, Bpad TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJ, 4YTO Thl CEPhE3HO PaHeH U He MOXKeIllb
nurathcesi!""'Cepre3no paneH?"IIpu Tako# MOIIHOM yIapHOH! BOJIHE y2Ke XOPOLIO OBITh B JKUBHIX, HE
TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO 9TO B MOPE, U yKe UyIOM He yMepeTh, U 3To OrarocnoBeHue B Oene."Jlexu,
HO s TpuHecy Tebe Kairy u BepHych!"Ilocse Toro, Kak [JaHo yIies, B MajaTe 0CTasICs TOIbKO Xy0
JIuH, ¥ OH yTIyOUJICS B pa3MBIIIIeHNs, BCIOMUHAs Ty cuTyauuio, Xyo JIua mor 6u1 youts Kpuca
HamnpsMylo, He JaB eMy pearupoBaTh. A XyOpHUH 3TOr0 He cheajl, YTO IPUBEJIO K TEeKYIIen
cuTyauuu."ITo JeUCTBUTENbHO 00/Te3HeHHBIHN YpoK! B 6yayieM Hemb3si ObITh MATKOCEPAEYHEIM, 3TOT
MUD CJIAIIKOM OIaceH, MO0 TH YMpelh, U060 S yMPY, €CNIA X0Uelllb BEIXKUTh, Thl HOJIKEH OBITh
6e32KayloCTHHIM." 4 myMas, 4To MOTY KOHTPONIUPOBaTh Kpuca, u g yxke O6bU1 B 6€3011aCHOCTH, HO He
OXKuMaJj, YTOo MOYTH ImpuHecy Oeny cebe."TloueMy s KOHTPOJIUPOBAJI €T0 OT B3PHIBa, I0YEMY OH BCE
PaBHO CMOT BBEIITYCTUTH TAKyl0 MOIIHYIO B3PEIBHYIO BONIHY? UT0 BoOoOIIe nporucxogut? ECTh M1 3a HUM
HeBUOVMas TUTaHTCKas pyKa?"3afyMaBIIuCh Haf, 3TUM BOIPOCOM, Xyo JIMH HEMHOI0 BCIIOTeJI, BeOb
€CJI1 ero HeOXUNAHHO CTAHYT IIpecyeloBaTh KaKWe-TO CUJIBL B TeHH, 3TO He TOT PEe3yJIbTaT, KOTOPHIU
OH XOTeJI, He TOBOPS yX&Ke 0 TOM, UTO OH celdyac He MOXKeT CPaBHUTHCS C TEMU BEePXOBHBIMU MaroM.
Ecnu BCTPETUTCS C CUJIBHBIM IIPOTUBHUKOM, 3TO, HECOMHEHHO, OyzeT omnacHo."HeT, MHe HYKHO
HaUTHU IOKPOBUTEJIS, CHaYasla cepfllie CMePTH, a Telepb TaMHCTBEHHAS CHUJla, pa3Be 3TO He
3actaBnsgeT MeHsa?"Cepane cMeptH, Xyo JIMH He 3Has, TOTOMY 4YTO [IBa MaroB Ha KopabJjie He CMOTJIA
sICHO 00BsICHUTH Xyo JIMH, OHM TOJBKO CKa3a/ly, YTO 3TO OOHA U3 TPEX TEMHBIX COI030B. KOHKpeTHas
cuna, Xyo JIUH He 3HAET, U eMy BCe ellle HYy2KHO co0MpaTh pa3BeAjaHHbIE CAMOCTOSTEIBHO, TaXke
€CJIM 9TO U3BECTHO KaK OfIHA U3 TPEX TEMHBLIX TOPT'OBHIX COI030B, CHJIa, HECOMHEHHO, He OymeT
cnaboii."9x... I TObKO 4TO Ae6I0TUPOBA, U yKe CEPhe3HO PaHeH, U 3TOT MUP [eHCTBUTENIHLHO
omacen!"Xyo JIua cnabo mocMoTpen B 0OKHO, Oefble oOnaka B Hebe Bce ellle OBIJIM TaKUMU O€JIbIMH,
COJIHIIE BCe ellle ObIJIO TaKUM MATKUM, U IIPeKpacHas morofga He Morja npuHectu Xyo JIuH xopoiiee



HacTpoenue.lllenk! [IBepb MamaTel BHE3AIIHO TUX0 OTKPHIIACK, U Xyo JIuH 6ecCO3HATEIbHO ITOCMOTPEN
Ha JBepb, 9T0 OblTa He [laHO, a MeBYINKaA, BOIIEeAIIas, KpacuBas KaK IIBETOK, HeXKHEIE IIeKH U Gertas
KO2Ka, KaK CHeT, ¥ BOOOIIle HeJb3s ObIJIO ONpeeNIuTh ee Bo3pacT.IIo CpaBHEHHUIO C ee BHEIIHOCTEIO,
camoe TIpUBJIEKaTeIbHOe MECTO - 3TO ITapa JBePeCTOB Ha ee I'PYOH, MeXKIy ABYMs MUKaMHU, 006pa3ys
0e3moHHYI0 IIPONacTh, OyATO BTATUBAs BCEX B IIPOIACTk. " Bosbinas Irpyab... KOpoieBa...OTH CJI0Ba
HeOXKUIAaHHO BCIJIBUIA B €€ YMe, X KOpOoJieBa II0OCMOTpesia Ha ollapalieHHoe Iuio Xyo JIuH, ¥ OHa He
cobupasnack OBITH pa3apazkKeHHOU, 10 CPABHEHUIO C TEMU ITOXOTIUBLHIMY MTAPHSIMU, YUCTHIE MATTbYUKH,
HO 9T0 pegkocTh!"O... mpuBet!""d XoHOpUHE, Bpay 37eCh!"AUHOPUH C UIAIIHOM PYKOU aKKypaTHO
oTOpocuia AJIMHHBEIE YePHEBIE BOJIOCH, elle 6oyee cobna3HuTeNnbHO, Xyo JIMH HEMHOT0 TIOKPacCHeJI,
Be[lb Marus TaKOW KOPOJIEBH AEMCTBUTEILHO TPYAHO CONIPOTUBIATHCSA. XOHOPUHE XUXUKHYJIA U
cKaszana: "Xa-xa!BbITh Ha3BaHHBIM MaJ€HbKUM JKEeHIMHaMU, OyOb TO BO3PACT UJIM MaJleHbKUW OUH-
OVH, 9TO HEIlePeHOCUMO [JI BceX MyX4uH, ¥ Xyo JIWH He UCKIII0UeHNe, U Cpa3y XKe Bo3pas3uil: " He
MaseHbKui!"[IoueMy AHOJIMH He CIIBIIIUT, YTO OH CKa3ai? B3rJISA0M IOCMOTpesa Ha Hu3 Xyo JIuH, a
3aTeM YIbIOHYTach ¥ CKalasa: "ITo JAeHCTBUTENbHO He ManeHbkoe!""Tak..."Hy, pa3 Tkl MpOCHYIICH, 5
CMOTY IIPOIOJIKUTE TeueHue Tebs."ANHOPUH 6oJbllle He Apa3Huia XyopuHa, I'Jsas Ha U3yBeUeHHOe
Tesno XyoprHa, OHa aKKypaTHO I10JI0XKUJIa PYKU Ha Ipyab XyOprHa U CcKasasna: "Marus
peresepanuu!" "
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