['JIABA IXIlocne Mraoserus oTBpalieHus HapyTo nomnpoinasncsa ¢ KamaMycoMm v HampaBUiICsa K BXOLY
B nepeBHIO KoHoxa. Kanamyc elle gecsitb MUHYT CMOTpe1 Bcaeld HapyTo, IToKa TOT He ucues
OKOHYaTeJIbHO, 3aTeM TUXO0 B3[JOXHYJI U BepHYJICI goMou.— [saas Jluca, cendac s BEIXOXKY U3
IEepeBHHU, HO, HACKOJIbKO MHE M3BECTHO, OHa OKyTaHa 3aK/JIMHAHUEM, U €C/IH 5 IIPOUAY Yepes Hero,
TeMHas 4acTh KOHOXU olpefie/leHHO HaYHET MEeHs IIpeciiefioBaTh, YTOOH mpoBepuTh. HapyTo nsberan
B3TJIA0B U YIIel OPYTrux 10 IIyTH, OCTAHOBUBIINCH Ha IPaHULle IePEBHU U CIIPOCUB [|€BATUXBOCTOTO,
€CTb JIX YTO-TO, UTO OH MOT OBl CeaTh.— U, 3TO HECJIOKHO, 5 OKyTaJl TeOs CBOMM AbLIXaHUEM, a
3aTeM 3aMaCKUPOBAJICA MO 3Beps. [loce mpoxoxkaeHus yepe3 3akKIMHaHNe, TaM He O6yeT HUKaKuX
IIOA03peHui. [[eBATUXBOCT JIEHUBO IPOU3HEC, JIeXKa Ha 3eMJle, ¥ II0CJIe 9TUX CJI0B BOKPYT HapyTto
BO3HMKJIa aypa, 3aBepHYyBIIas ero.ysuaes 3To, HapyTo He cMOT cliepxkaTh 671aroapHOCTH U OBICTPO
IIpolllesl Yepe3 3aK/INHaHMe, YCIIEIIHO TOKKUHYB Ipefestl fepeBHN Konoxa. OH He 0OCTaHaBIUBAJICS U
Cpa3sy XKe BOIIENI B JIeC, CTPEMUTEJILHO ABUTASCH Blieped...BOpyr B BO3OyXe MOSBUIOCH TOPHKOE
YyBCTBO, U nleper HapyTo pe3ko oka3ancsa npoTuBHUK! CHadana HapyTo ucnyrancs, 3aTeM, Ipounas
BOOK, YBEPHYJICS OT KyHau, KOTOPHIH yITal Ha 3eMJII0 B TOTOBHOCTH: — KTo Tam!?— [IuHT!
[TommepXuUTe YHUUTOXKEHHUE IIMHOHOB Bpara, Harpafa: 500 Xokare moHeT! Y6erure 6e3 moTeps.
IpyXkecTBeHHOe HallOMUHaHNe: IPOTUBHUK HaXOAUTCS B 00macTy HUHA34! ['050C cucTeMbl pa3mancs
B rosiose HapyTo, cucteMa, KoTopas Ipocrasia AeBsATh MecsleB, BHOBb oxuna.l'maza Hapyto
PaCKOJIONUCh, Cerdac ero YpoBeHb TOIBKO CIelMaabHEIN CPeIHUM HUH3S, OH IIOYTH F'OTOB OBII
IIPOPBAThLCS Ha CIEAYIOIIUYN YPOBEeHb, a HanafaBIui Okl CpefHUM HUHA3S! BUTBa C mepeBecoM....—
HeocsenomneHnHbIl... T JOMXKEH 3HaTh CUTyaluio B KoHOXe... — IPOU3HEC YeJI0BEK B TEMHOU MackKe,
HO OBIJIa HesiCHA ero MPUHAMJIeXKHOCTh K CTpaHe.— ThHl 3Haelllb, KTO TH? [loyeMy Hamasnl Ha MeHsA? —
HapyTo cripocun ¢ HegoBepueM U HACTOPOKEHHOCTHIO, OOHY PYKY IIOJIOKUB 3a CIIMHY U BRHIHUMAas
KyHau U3 IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOW CYMKH, 3TO OBIJIO 3alaHue, KOTOPOE MOTJIO IIPUBECTU K CMEPTH B TI000H
MOMeEHT...— He HepBHUYAl, MeHs 30BYT TeMHEIM Cas, MaleHbKas YePTEHOK, TaK YTO €CIIH ThI
TIOCJIYIITHO OTBETHUIIIL HA MOU BOIIPOCH, KAK HAac4eT TOro, YTOOH s 1T03Bouy Tebe yiTu? — ['masa mop
MacKOM XOJIOMHO CMOTpenu Ha HapyTo, B cepalle e OH MpUKUbIBaN: JIy4iie, 4TOOH Thl, MaJI€HbKUHN
YepTEHOK, COTPYAHUYAJI, MHAYe Thl y3Haelllb, YTO 3HAUUT BHIKKBATh U He yMupaTh!HapyTo HEMHOTO
Kojie0arsics, 3aTeM yOpas KyHau B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO CYMKY, TIOOHSI PYKU U Ipu3Hajcs:— JlagHo, g
Oyny c To0O¥ COTPyOHMYATh, HE yCTpauBail 6ecrmopsamoK... CKaxu, YTO OH II03BOJIUT MHE YUTH.YBUOEB
ynpsmyto peaknuio HapyTo, Temurii Cas ¢ mpeHeOpekeHNeM B3TJISSHYJI Ha HETO, eT0
HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh 3HAUUTEINIbHO octabia. TemHubt Cas MefyieHHO mopoIien K HapyTo Ha monMeTpa
6r1Ke, BHUMATENIbHO IIOCMOTpeNT U yoenusncs, 4To y HapyTo HeT HUKaKUX HUHO3S-0PYXKUU UJTU Yero-
60 moo6HOr0, ¥ 0TaCHOCTH He Oblsio. TeMHBIM Cas yCMeXHYIICs, IIOAyMaB, YTO OH CIUIIKOM
HEePBHUYAJI, YUUTHLIBASI, YTO MaJIeHbKUIM YePTEHOK He MPEeCTaBIsgeT YrPo3kl.— BepHo, 3TO He
CJIOKHO, IIPOCTO HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, HO THl AOJIXKEH OTBETUTH IIPaBOUBO, UHaye... — TeMHbI Ca)
CKPeCTHUJI PYKH Ha TPY[H, BEIPaXKas YBEPEeHHOCTh B CBOUX HaMepeHusx.HapyTo cimabo KUBHYT U
OpICTPO CcKa3an:— [ToHsI, MOTY onycTUTh pyku? OueHb HeynoOHO...TemMHbIN Cas KUBHYJI, ¥ BHE3AIIHO
OTIBLIT NTOACKAa3kIBajl My, YTO OIIyIleHHe CMePTEeNIbHOU OITaCHOCTU HapacTaeT! XOIOOHEIN CBET
IIPOMENIbKHYJI, ¥ ITOTEeHI[al B3PhIBa MEX/Y KU3HBI0 U CMEPTHIO IOSIBUIOCH KpalHe
osicTpo...[llem4ok!KpoBs B3MEIIa B BO3AYX....UTO TOIBKO YTO IPOM30LII0 B ONHO MrHOBeHKe?HapyTo,
Iepxa KyHau 3a CIIMHOM, Pe3K0 yIapui, OCTPUeM IIONaB B 11eJlb — PENKOU 3JI04 KpaCHOU Kalljlen
KPOBb pa3feniach Ha X0JI04HOM Bo3ayxe.C gpyrou CTOpoHE!, TeMHbIl Cas OTIIATHYJICS Ha3af, ero
MacKa TpeCHyJa [IOoIojiaM OT yAapa KyHaH, a 110 JINIy pa3oLIelics Iope3, U3 KOTOPOro XjiecTasa ajas
KpoBb.[Toxl Mackoy y TemHoro Cas ObIJI0 3aypsigHOE JIUII0, IPOCTOE, KaK y YeloBeKa, KOTOPHIN
TepseTCs B TONIE U He UMeeT 0C000ro JOCTOMHCTBA. B 3TOT MOMEHT ero rja3a paclaxXxHyJIUCh OT
II0Ka, a POT OTKPHIJICS B HeBepuu.BpeMst BepHynock B HOpMy, HapyTo y6pan pyKy u mocMOTpes Ha
Temnoro Cas, rosopsi:— 2Kajb, 4TO TEl CMOT YKJIOHUTHCS, 9X! He momarn B 11e7ib, KakK XKe HeyOayHo,
KakK e HeyJaydHo... — HapyTo BEIpa3usl MeIaHXO0JIMI0, BHOBb XKejast youTb TeMHOro
Cas.Hecomuenno, Temuriii Cas chenal mar Ha3afl, OTCTYIUB HA HECKOJIBKO METPOB U IPUKPHIBAS
JIALIO IIpaBOM PYKOU. Ycwias cioBa HapyTo, OH 4yTh He BBHIILIIOHYJI CTAPYI0 KPOBb, OILIYTUB KI'y4YYIO
Oonb Ha JUIle, €T0 IJla3a MOTEMHENIH, ¥ OH XOJIOOHO MPOX3HeC: — XOPOIINY MalbuuK, T CyMel



IIOTIACTh B MEHSI, HO OTKyHa y Te0Os 3TOT KyHak?TeMHbIM Cas He MOT MOHSATh, Kak HapyTo, mOogHSB
PyKH, ocTasncs 6e3 HUHA3s-000pymoBaHus, Haxe 6e3 cyMKu! M oTKyma Torma BO3HUKIIA 3Ta yTpo3a,
KOTOpas MogKpasach K Hemy?— Xouelb 3HaTh? A motoM Tebe pacckaxy! Xu-xu... — HapyTo He cTan
OobIlle C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh, Pe3K0 HACTymul Ha TeMHoro Cas, yOpaB KyHau B IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO
CYMKY ¥ OBICTPO CKJIOHWB PyKHU B Ie4YaTH.YBupeB, 4To HapyTo ocMenuscs momoitu 6nuxe, OH B
3aMelIaTeNbCTBE CKa3aa 4YTO-TO, U BAPYT OCO3HAJI, YTO €r0 JIULO CTaJl0 HEMHOI'O OHEMEBIINM, OH He
omyian 607k, a 3aTeM, IBITAsICh IBUTATh TEJIO, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHO CTal0 HEMHIM...— Ox! 3TOT
MaJIeHbKUH 4ePTEHOK UCIOJb3yeT abCoMOTHO iHoBUTHIN 11! HeyKTo 3T0 0T TéMHOM YacTu KoHoxu?
— OH Ta¥KOM YAMBIISNICS, BECh €r0 YaKpa C CUJIOW aKTUBUPOBaach, YTOOH 00/1erdyuTh COOCTBEHHOE
oHeMenue.— [Anoutsiii TymaH, [Tapanusytonmi fAn]! — HapyTo BOCKIUKHYI IPO ce0s ¥ BEIOOXHY T
OTpoMHYI0 0071aK0 TyMaHa Iiepefi co00¥, KOTOpoe OLICTPO OKyTasIo PafiuyC B CTO METPOB... TeMHBI
Cas n3HavanbHO OB HACTOPOXKEH, HO YBUAEB, UT0 HapyTo, Ka3anoch, U3BEPTaeT YTO-TO, HO He UMes
HUKAKUX 0CSI3aeMbIX CyOCTaHINM, ObII HEMHOTO 03alayeH. B 3TOM MpayHON HOYHOU poIuile TeMHbIH
Cas BooOIIIe He CMOT 3aMETHUTh JIUJIOBOT0 TyMaHa, BeIABIXaeMoro HapyTo, ¥ momymarl, 94To TOT IIPOCTO
menaeT BUA...BOPYT nerkuit BeTepoOK KOCHYJICS ero nuila, ¥ TeMHbI# Cas OBIJT 0OXBaueH 3TUM, OH
BOoxHYI. I'ma3a TemHoro Cas BHe3amHO PaCUIMPUIIUCE, OH C y2KacoM IocMoTpen Ha HapyTto u ¢
TPYOOM NIPOTroBOPUI:— THL... dx... AnoButsiii... AnoBuThili mober?Temublt Cas MEITANCS 3aiepXKaTh
OBIXaHKe, HO OBIIO y2Ke I03[MHO, OH Cpa3y BHOXHY OOJIbIIYI0 MOPLUUIO SIOBUTOTO TyMaHa, ¥ €T0 TENo
IIOCTEIIeHHO Ha4aJlo Iapain30BaThCs U OHeMeThb. He roBops yzKe 0 TOM, YTOOH MPSITAThCs, eMy OBITIO
TPYAHO BBHIIIOJIHUTE faxe HeKOTophle ABukKeHus! TemHbIn Cad 130 BCEX CUJI CTapajlaCh HallpaBUTh
Yakpy, HO YakKpa B TeJle HaXO[uIach IOf BIUSHUEM Sija ¥ 3HAYUTEIbHO 3aMepisiach. TeMHbd Cad
Habmioman, Kak HapyTo MenjieHHO ogxonun O61uxe, B Oylle MOHUMAas, YTO MY IIPUILIeNT
KOHell...HapyTo ¢ ymoBieTBOpeHUEM IPOU3HEC:— ITOT SAOBUTHIM I0HOIIA TOXKE B IIEPBHIX pa3
HCIIOIh3YEeT CBOe MCKYCCTBO, U 5T He 0XKHUMAaJ, YTo 9T0 OymeT Tak mpocTo! Tak cedyac... [Topa Tebe
OTBETUTH Ha BOIIPOCH MajieHbKOro HapyTo, ecnu Thl X04ellb XKuTh... — HapyTo cMoTpesn Ha TeMHOTro
Cas X0IOgHBIM B3TJIAA0M, KyHau BO3HUKIIU B pyKe, IPUKABIIUCE K ropity TemHoro Cas, nefgsHoe
JIe3BUE 3aCTaBUJIO €r0 KaJibIK MeTaThCs, BEIITYCKasa BO3AyX U3 ropia.OX0THUK U XKepTBa IOMEHSJIUCh
MeCTaMH...
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