— OcTarncs TOnbKO AyX KOmblla, TAHbMA3H, TH yIpaBnsai TenoMm. CHexkHasa MMnepaTpulia oTaana
nocnegHuy npukas, u u Umneparop Jibaa, u U Jlao Bnanu B riny6okuit coH. [lepBoHaYambHO, B MECTE,
roe Haxomuncs MmmepaTtop JIbaa, OBIT TOMBKO KPOBABO-KPACHKIM IYX KOJIbIA C TPEMST 30JI0THIMHU
y3opaMu. TSSHBM3H KUBHYJI, BEITJISS B3BOJITHOBAaHHBEIM, OHU CO3[alik HacTosuero Moucrpa! Korga
Xyo FOxao cHOBa O4HYJICS, OH 00HaAPY2KUJI, UTO PaHbl Ha ero Teje 3aXuiu. [IocMoTpeB Ha CBOIO
KOXY, TIOX0XKYIO Ha KPpUCTa/IbHYI0 HeppuToByio, Xyo KOxao BEIJOXHYJI: 3TO ObIJIO CIIUIIKOM CJIOXKHO! —
He cMoTpu, Thl CHOBA BRITISAAMING ITOTPsicatolle, — cKa3an lI[JHas MiMmnepaTpuila, KoTopas BCE 3TO
BpeMs HabJlioana 3a HUM, U faja cBoio oieHKy. Ctapoe nmuio Xyo FOxao cierka mokpacHesno, HO 3TO
He CMOTJIO CKPHITH ero yibeiOku. Korma tatyupoBka MmnepaTopa JIbaa mosiBUIach Ha ero CIuHe,
Cpa3sy XKe BHIIJIECHYIOCh JUKOE aypa, ¥ YeThIpe 30JI0THIX Y30pYaThIX KPaCHBIX AyXa KOJbIla IIOf ero
HOTaMU Me[JIEeHHO MOJHSIUCh. PyKa TakKe Obljla TIOKPBEITA CII0€M MEJIKMX YaCTHll, Kak OyATo U3
anMas3sa, IpuaaBas Bceu pyke OnmecTsaumy Bun. — KcraTH, S OB B KOMe HECKOJIBKO JIHEN? —
BcrnoMHUJ Xyo FOxao. — Bcero monpHs, oyxoBHas cujia Laps 60T0B [efCTBUTEIBHO BETUKA...
[To3mpasnsio, A FOxao, mul cripaBunuck! Hebecuriit Conntlit JlemssHoit Illenkonpsig Tak:ke BeIOpacs,
O4YeHb BO30yXKAeHHbIH. — UTo MbI Oy[eM [eflaTh Aajbllle, TH X0Uellb cpa3dy Haitu Csgo0asst, YTOOH
IPUKPENUTh BTOPOE AyX KoJblo? — TSHBMIH nocMoTpes Ha CHexXHy0 MnepaTpully u CIpoCHIL.
CHexHasg MnepaTpulla Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aiyMajiach U Il0Ka4asa roJ0BoOM. — MecCTo [Jis BTOPOTO
Oyxa KOJIblla OCTaBb 3@ MHOM, ¥ MEHS €Ill€ eCTh BPeMSI HalTH I[BETOK CHETOBHUIIEI CTOIIETHETO
BO3pAacTa U3 MOeH IMPOoIuIon kKus3uu. — O? ITO TOT, KOTOPHIM ThI UCIIOIL30BaN, YTOOHI
PEMHKapHUPOBaTLCS KaK B3POCJIbIM B IPOLLION XKu3HU? CHexXHas MMnepaTpulia KUBHYyJa U
nocMoTpena Ha Xyo FOxao. — C moMOII[bI0 CHETOBUIIEL ¥ B COYETAHUM C OYXOBHOU MOAAEPXKKOU
Heb6ecHoro CHa, KOrfia 5 CTaHy OYyILIOH, S CMOT'Y IIpelOCTaBUTh TeOe TpU AyXa KOoJblla U OTHY
OYIIEeBHYI0 KOCTh. — HO B TBOEU MPOIUINION XKU3HU Thl MpuHEC K0Xao yeTwIpe qyxa KoJblla, KaxkeTcs,
oco0o¥ pas3HUIlE HeT? — TSIHBM9H 3adajl BOIIPOC, KOTOPBIM My4nn ero. CHexHast MiMmnepartpuiia
00BbSICHHUIIA C CIIOKOMHBIM BEIPAXKEHUEM JIUIA. — JTO OTJIMYAETCS OT IIPOIUION XKU3HU. B mpooi
JKUM3HY 5 He UMeJl CO3HAHUSI U UHCTUHKTUBHO X0TeJ 60JIbllle CBOOOOHEIX MECT, a B 3TOT pa3 s MOTY
aKTHBHO KOHJEHCUPOBAThL CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO CUTY. [ITI0C TBOSI CYIITHOCTD U LIBETOK CHETOBHUIIBI
CTOJIETHEU JaBHOCTHU, Pe3y/IbTaT, eCTECTBEHHO... KaXgoe qyx KOJbLo IPUHOCUT [IBa HaBhIKa. — 777 —
Heb6ecwuuriit Jlegsuo [lenkonpsa u Xyo KOxao omHOBpeMEHHO BIalIM B CTynop. Hy:KHO 3aMEeTUTh, YTO
B Ipouior xku3Hu CHexHas MMepaTpulla IprHECIa BCETO YeThpe HaBblKa, U OHU 3aHUMaJlu
YyeThIpe AyXa Koyblla. — M He TOIBKO 3TO, TpU HaBbika MMIepckoro nagoHsa, MMnepckoro Mevya u
ViMmepcKoro xonogHoro Heba B PO XKU3HU TpeOoBaIu BCET0 OJHO AyX KOJBIIO AJIS
COBEPIIIEHCTBA 107 MOMM CO3HATEJIbHHIM KOHIEHCUPOBaHUEM. XOTS 3TO BCE eIll€ HECKOJIbKO XyXKe,
YyeM OJIHO KOJIbIIO ¥ YEThIpPe AYILIeBHBIX HaBhlKa TSHbMO9HA, Kak Te0e 9To, Iara, HpaBUTCS? B KoHIle
KOHII0B, CHexXHas MmmepaTpuiia cMmoTpena Ha Xyo KOXao ¢ UTpUBHIM NMpUIIypoM. Xyo KOxao KUBHYII,
M BECh €T'0 CO3HaHUe Ka3asioch, OYATO OH UAET 110 AOPore U mono0pa MUIIMOHOJIETHEE AYX KOJIbLIO,
BECh UeJIOBEK YyBCTBOBaJ cebOs rojioBOKpyxkuTenbHO. Ho HeT, CHexkHasg MMnepaTpuila MOXKeT JaTh
Xyo KOxao 1eeIX ceMb HaBHIKOB, IIJTIOC AYIIEBHBIE KOCTU, UTOTO OEBSATh! — ITO... — HebecHbiN
Jlegauou llenkonpsn He 3HAJ, YTO CKa3aTh, U JOJIT0e BpeMs IpocTo xionaj Xyo FOxao no mnegy. —
KOxao, TH HEeUCTBUTENBLHO MIPEYCIIeN Ha 3TOT pa3. — He pamgyucs CAUIIKOM paHO, IOMHY, HAUUHAasA CO
BTOPOI'0 OyXa KOJIbIla, HOJIKeH ObITh 3G(HEKT, 0 KOTOPOM s TOBOPHII. B IPOTUBHOM clly4ae, KOT{ia Thl
INOCTUTHEIb TPUAIATA YPOBHEH, MOSI SHEPTUS He CMOXKET IOfepKUBATh TeOS C TpeMs JyXaMu
KojbilamMu. — CHexkHasg MMnepaTpuila moxsomnana Xyo KOxao o n6y u BepHyJa ero K peajibHOCTH. —
JlagHO, He 3aCTaBIsAl CBOI0 MaJeHbKYI0 OEBYIIKY XKAaTh AOJT0, TI0Pa BEPHYTH €€ 3HAKOMUTHCS C
pooutensamu. leku Xyo KOxao crnerka nokpacHenu, OH KUBHYJ, OH ITPOBETT 3[1eCh YeThIpe OHS, opa
OBLIO BepHYTHCS. — Torga s mo¥my oOpaTHO, S TOCTApaloCch KaK MOXKHO CKOpPee JOCTHUYD YPOBHS
OymeBHoro CekpeTaps ¥ CHOBa npupny K tebe. — Xopoiuo, Css06a3 u g xKaeMm Teds 30ech, KCTaTH,
3abepu 310 C coboit. — CHexkHas MiMmepaTpulla KUBHYJIa U HEXKHO Iepefasa eMy IpefMeT, KOTOPHIT
nepxkKaina B pyke. — 910 4T0? — Xyo KOxao mocMoTpen Ha To, YTO Y HETO B PyKe, 3TO Oblia JiefsiHas
CKYJIBIITypa, n3o0paxkatomniasd CHexkHYy0 MIlepaTpully, C HeIPEB30MAEHHHIM 04YapOBaHUEM U TaKUM
JKVBBIM BhIpaxkeHreM Ha nuile. — IT10 CymHocTs Tricsiun JleT CHexkHOro JIbaa, B Hell eCTh MOU



BoxecTBeHHBIN [yX, TOO00HO 00paTHOM Yemrye, gaHHoM [u TSHEM B IPONIION XKU3HU. BO3bMHU 3TO K
cebe, s1 CMOTY YCIIBIIIIATh TBOE MECTOIIOJIOKEHHE U TOMOYb Tebe OTIYTUBATh OMACHOCTh, €CIIH
CTONKHeILIbC ¢ Hed. CHexXHas MMmnepaTpulia choeaja nay3y U Ipogoixuia. — KOHeYHO, CMOXKeIIb
JIU T yOexXKaTh — 3TO yKe APYroe [esno. ITOT TPIOK Oojiee mojie3eH OJIsi AyLIEBHBIX 3BepeH, s
JIIOfIe 3TO TPYAHO MpuMeHUTh. Xyo KOxao KUBHYII, TON0XKUI 3TO B OpacyeT u cKa3ajl C
6marogapHOCThIO: — Cniacu6o, CHexkHasga MmnepaTpunia. CHexHas VMnepaTpulia yasI0HYIaCh,
obHsimma Xyo FOxao u TUX0 mpolIenTana eMy Ha yX0: — XOPOIIEro MyTH. ...... YenoBek B OpOHE 3€BHYI
Y B3TJISTHY Ha 0€CKOHEYHHIH GeJTbll mer3ax 3a TOPOICKUMU BOPOTAMH, YYBCTBYS CKYKYy. OH —
OXPaHHUK 3TOTr0 TOPOJIKa, ¥ CETOOHS ero ouepenb OXPaHITh TOPOACcKue BopoTa. OH MOCMOTpPEN B
CTOPOHY U B3[OXHYI: — [leBOYKa, 3TOT YEJIOBEK HE CMOXKET BepHYThCsA. HUKOIa He CIIbIIal, YTOOk
KTO-TO MOT OCTaBaThCs B YeJI0BEUECKOU 3alpelleHHON 30He TaK [JOJro, JIydlle He XauTe. Psagom ¢
HUM CTOSI/Ia OeBYIlIKa, 3aBepPHYTasd B TEIIYIO OOeXKAy, C KOCOM, BBIBAIMBIIENCS U3-TI0] KaIIOIIOHa,
mocTurarpIed eé Tanuu. Iloje yIIMHEHUH BbIOTH IIISIIa CUIBHO Obllla HAaKJIOHEeHA, M HHOTOA MOXKHO
OBLIIO YBUIIETH €€ JeNTMKATHOe IMUMKO — TaKas MUJIas, YTO XOTEJIOCh e€ IMOoIynaTh. Ele HeCKOIbKO
OHel Ha3al OXPaHHUKYW 3aMETUIIH €€, Bellb OHA KaXK[hIM JeHb IPUX0IMIIa K BOPOTaM M OCTAETCS Ha
MecCTe, ITPOCTO TTIAs Ha OeJlbli CHET BOA/iu. BEIIN U OXPaHHUKU, KOTOPHIE TIOOXOMUIN, 3a/laBall,
HYy2KHa JIA ITIOMOII[b, ¥ BCe 3Ha/IH, YTO KaXA0e YTPo MajleHbKas IeBoYKa XKIET y BopoT. Ho, HecMoTps
Ha YrOBOPH OXPAHHUKOB, OHA JIMIIL CJIETKa ITOKauyKuBalia TOJIOBOM, €€ Tjia3a IO MOJISIMU IIJISIIE ObLIN
COCpenoToO4YeHH Ha OeJI0CHEKHOH Haju, Kak O0ynTo 60sack He 3aMeTUTh QUTYPY, KOTHOa OHA
mosiBUTCS. — OH BepHETCS, OH oberran MHEe. — AX... — OXpaHHUK II0Ka4aJl TOJI0BOM U JIEHUBO
IIPHCIIOHUIICS K CTeHe. B mocnegHee BpeMs CUJIBHO CHET UAET, HUKTO He CTaHET TOPOIUTHCS B TAKYIO
IIOTOXY, U 3a JeHb TOXKe MOXKEeT He 0Ka3aThCs YeJIOBeKa, JKeJlalllero BOUTH B ropof. CTaHOBUIIOCH
TEeMHO, HOYb HaKphl/la 3€MJTI0, ¥ CUIbHBIMA CHET 3a HECKOIbKO JHEU NUIIb HEOXKUOAaHHO ITPEKPaTHUIICS,
JIyHa BBITJISIZIeNIa PE3K0, CHET Ha 3eMJie OTpaxKaJl MATKUM romy6oBaThii cBeT. Cl1oxXuB Kynaku, Cso Y
TUXO OITyCTHUJIa T'OJIOBY, €€ T1a3a OBl HEMHOT0 pa304YapOBaHHBIMU — IISITh JHEH, yKe IATh JHeH C
Tex 1op, Kak Xyo FOxao ymeéen. — YTo 3T0? — pa3pmascs roioc oxpaHHuka. Cs0 Y BOpyT mogHsIa
TOJIOBY X CMYTHO YBHZEJa BaseKe ObICTPO OBUKYIIyIoCcS Gurypy. K cuacThbio, CHET IpeKpaTuics, u
BAOVMOCTE S3HAQUYUTEJIbHO YBEIIMYNUIIACh, MHAY€ OXPAHHUK HE 3aMETHUII 6]31 9Ty BHE3aAIlIHYIO ITIePEMEHY.
[Ipexpe yeM OXpaHHHUK YCIIel YTO-TO CKa3aTh, XKEHIIMHA PSIA0M C HAM yXkKe pBaHyja, KakK CTpena.
BeTep, Oyrounii HaBCTpedy, CAYJI KaIoIIOH, OTKPHIB IeJIMKaTHOE JIAIIO, a KOCa PacIyCTUiach u
mojieTesia B HOYHOe He6o. Kponmuyby yiIu Ha roj0Be TOBOPUIIM O TOM, YTO CKOPOCTE OblyTa Ha
npepesie, U KaXOBIU IIaTr 0CTaBJISA 3a 000 KPUCTAIIIBI, CIIOBHO CIE3BI 0XKKAaHus. Xyo FOxao
cMoTpen Ha urypy, 6eryimyio K HeMy, yibibancs ¥ Maxall pyKo#. Korga paccTosiHie COKPaTUIIoCh,
€ro BeIpazkKeHne U3MEHUIOCh 00 mokKa — Csg0 Y maxke He 3aMennunach! [IBa mepcoHaxa HaKOHeI]
CTOJIKHYJIMCH, WM, JTy4Ille cKa3aTh, Cs0 Y kpenko o6Hsma Xyo FOxao 3a Tanuioo, ¥ MOIIHEIN
MHEPLUUOHHBIHM TOTY0K Opocuy ero Ha cHer. Xyo FOxao, nexainuit Ha CHETY, CMOTpeIT Ha 3BE3[IH B
He0e, HeCKOJIbKO COMHEBAsICh B PeallbHOCTH, B3TJITHYB BHU3, yBUOEN Cs0 Y, KoTOpas CMOTpesla Ha
HETO, a YTOJIKY e€ Tya3 ObUIM 3aUTH clie3aMu. [T1afis e€ myxJioe TUYUKO, OH MATKO cKasas: — 7
BepHYJICA. Cs10 Y, yCIbIIIaB 3T CJI0BA, BHITJISIEIa TOPBKO U PE3KO0 MOTPy3usIach JIUIOM B IPyab Xyo
HOxao. E€ mpozxkalue nnaeun, CMelllaHHbIE CO 3BYKaMU BCXJIMIIBIBaHUS, 3acTaBUIMn Xyo FOxao
rmoyecaTh 3aTHIJIOK. [IoueMy ThI CHOBa IJlaudelns? Teprss HeMHOT0, OH IIOJIOKUI PYKY Ha romoBy Cso0 YV
Y HEeXHO TJIafuil e€. — Pa3Be s He BepHYJICs, Koraa 51 Tebst ooManyn? — Tel mpocTo... He mor
IIOCKOpee... MHe mpumuiock... 2Kaate Tak gonro. I'omoc Csio Y ObUT MPEPHIBUCTHEIM, CMEIIIAHHBEIM C
BCXJIMIILIBAHUEM, U CHUJIa, MCXOMHUBIIIAS OT €€ TajIu|, CTasa ellé 6osbire. Korga eé miay nocTeleHHo
ctuxan, Xyo FOxao cka3zan: — Iloimem o6paTHO B TOPOZ, Ha yJKlle XOJIOAHO. YBUeB, Kak Csio Y
KMBHYJIa B ero 00bsaTusX, Xyo KOxao BHe3amHo MOACKOYHI, IOOHSBIINCH, KaK Ha Kaprme. [Tog Kpuku
Cs10 YV, ux m03a CMEHMIACh Ha "TPUHIIECCKUM 00BITHS", OHU CMESITIUCh U XUXUKaIU. — Bocc, ThH
X04Yelllb, YTOOHI 51 mepxkast v Hec? JIumo Csio Y cimerka mokKpacHeso, ¥ OHa TUXO MPOINenTaa: —
Pa3Be HeNb3s YBULETH NUII0, KOTAa Thl 0OHUMaelb, 1 xouy HecTu! — Kak ckaxetrs. [Tocie Toro, Kak
Xyo HOxao nocrasun Cg0 Y Ha 3eMII10, OH IIPOLLIEJT BIepen U IPUCETI, IIOXJIONkIBasd 10 CIUHE, YTOJIKU
pta Csi0 Y HEMHOTO MPUIIOOHSANINCH, U OHa BHE3allHO yana Ha cnuHy Xyo FOxao. — IToexanu! —



[Toexanu! Xyo KOxao HampaBuCS B CTOPOHY TOPOfa, ¥ TEHU ABOUX JTIOAEN OTIedYaTalucCh Ha
cepeOpHCTOM CHEXKHOM IOKPBITUH, KaK ITpeKpacHas KapTuHa. — Kak-To MHe KaxeTcs, 4To FOxao
BOPYT u3MeHuscs! JlegsiHoi! MBI TOXKe IIPHUIEM, Tl XOUellb, YTOOH 51 00HSIT UTA Thl HECU? —
3akpuyasn TSIHbM9H B [yXOBHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE. — YOupaiics! — MpoH3UTeNbHO OTBETHIIA JlesHas
HMnepaTpulia, KOPOTKO U TaKOHUYHO. — [louny...
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