Crapuk OB YBepeH, YTO ¥ 3YKO HCIBITHIBAET MOH00HbIe Tom03peHus. [Toka Mpox mepxkai cBou
Teopuu mpu cebe, ero MIEeMSIHHUK He TaK TOHKO CKPHIBAJI CBOM 3MOIMY. Eciiu OBl B3T/ISIbI MOTJIH
o0xuraTh, Mpox Ovl1 yBepeH, 4To «YxkaH» cropen Ovl I0TIa, KOrga 3yKO METHYII B TOCTS ITBIIAOIINE
KWHXKAaJIBI, XOTS TOT, Ka3aJ0Ch, HUYETO He 3aMeTHII.

Cyns mo BceMy, UxKaH IJI0X0 TIOMHUJI CBO€ IMIPOIIIOe, EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MTOMHWUII, - 3TO TO, YTO
€My MIPHUIIIOCH «ITPOUTHU CKBO3b TPO3Y, UTOOI YTO-TO AOCTATh». YTO 3TO OBIJIO 3@ «YTO-TO», OH HE
TIOMHUJI - WK, KaK nopo3pesas Mpox, He X0TeNl paccKas3biBaTh.

BriBIIEMY reHepally 3TOT YelIoBeK IOKa3aJiCs KaKUM-TO «He TaKUM». Y Hero Obljla OCaHKa OIBITHOTO
BOWHA, HO TIPU 9TOM OH OBbLI CKPOMEH U HE CTPOUII U3 ce0sl YeloBeKa, KakK OOIbIINHCTBO
BBICOKOTIOCTABJIEHHBIX BOeHHBIX. OH MHOTO€ fepKal B ce0e - ObIBLINI TeHepal OblT B 3TOM yYBEPEH, -
naxe korga Mpox BKpaTiie pacckasan «4UxaHy» 0 CTOJIeTHEN BOMHE, He PACKPhIBas CBOETO y4aCTUs
B Hel. Ho OH BCe paBHO NIPUCOEAVHUIICS K HUM, CMesCh Haf myTKaMu Mipoxa B agpec 3yKo U yoapss
ce0s TafioHbIO I10 NIy Yepe3 KaXkKable [Be IIYTKH MPO «dai».

Brinio eme Koe-4to, oT yero Mpox He MOT oTfesnaTbCs. HaCKOIbKO OH IIOMHUJI, CUJIBHYI0 S9HEPTHUIO,
HCXOISIIYIO0 OT OMHOT0 YeJIoBeKa, OH OIIyIlajl TOJIBKO OT ABaTapa, KOrga JiereHfapHasl TMYHOCTh
CIIUTIach C OKeaHCKUM fyxoM Jla Ha CeBepHOM nomnioce. Y 3meck 0OH YyBCTBOBaJI TO XK€ caMoe, Koraa
cunen ¢ Y:kaHoM, CMesJICS ¥ IINJI Yail.

KTo 3TOT uenoBek?

KecTkas cyxast 3emiis Gbiyia BechbMa HeymoOHa myist cuuHk [lepcu. He To 94TOOH XOPOIIHE COH TIOMOT,
0CO0EHHO C Y4ETOM TOT0, UTO €My CHUJIOCE.

[Tepcu oka3asics MOCpPeny MyCTHHY, AaleKo OT BETXOT0 JOMHKA, B KOTOPOM OH Hallles yoexuiie.
BOKpyT Hero mecok CBETUJICS OPaHKEeBO-30JI0TUCTHIM CBETOM COJTHEUHHIX JTydel, a Hebo ObIIo
royyObIM, C PeIKHMHU MMyCTHIHHEIMU 001aKaM¥ B IIEHTPe. B yiax y Hero CTOSII CBUCT MYCTHIHHOTO
BeTpa, HO pu3nvecku OH He omryuiancs. Ha 3amHeM miaHe ObIT ellle OOUH 3BYK. ITO OBII I'yJI, CJIOBHO
IYCTHIHS TIBITAIACh YTOIUTEL CBOM T'OJI0M, TIOBTOPUB MOIBITKY MIPOTJIOTUTD YTO-TO.

VcTouHnKoM rpoxoTa Obljia BEICOKAs IUIMHApPHUYeCcKas OaliHs, IorpyxkKamasics B mecok. Ho ee
nageHue B HeObTHe OBII0 OCTAHOBIIEHO MOJIOOM AEBYIIKOU, IPUXKABUIENUCS K YaCTH €€ CTEHHL.
[Tepcu morapascsi, 4To el He 0OJIbIlle TPUHAIATH JIET, U HabmofneHue 3a e€ 60pb00¥ ¢ TpaBUTAIUEH,
TSIHYIIel 30aHue, HAallOMHUJIO eMy O TOM BpeMeHHU, Korfla OH Ha0mofan 3a TeM, Kak AHHabeT Yeii3
ymepxkuBaeT He0O0 B 60jiee paHHEM BUIEHUM.

[Tepcu ycmeIman rpoxoT clipaBa OT HEero ¥ 3aMeTHJI IIyIICcToe 06J1aKo, IpUInIlee K 3eMyle II0Cpenu
He0O0IbII0M MBITbHOM OypH. Korpa melib paccesiiach, OH IOHSJ, YTO Iepel HUM He 00J1ako, a
OT'POMHOE YyHOBHIIE, OKPYKEHHOE JTIIOObMH B TOJIOBHBIX yOOpaX, 3aKPHIBAIOIINX JIAIA OT COJTHEYHOTO
JKapa. Y 3Bepst OBUIO OBa POra Ha rojioBe, KakK y OM30HA, U JI0XMATHIN 6eJblil MeX. [I0BTOPUB HOMBITKY
BCTaTh, 1'IOJ'Iy60F IIOHAJI, YTO Y 3TOTr0 OTPOMHOT'O 3BE€PA MIECTh HOT.

«He 3acTaBisiiiTe MeHs OMycKaTh ero!» [[eByIIKa XpIOKHYJIa, KOTHa 3Bepb OTYATHHO 3apeBerl.



Mopckue 3eeHble TTa3a 6€CIIOMOIITHO CIIeUIN 3a TEM, KaK OHa OTIYCKaeT 3[aHue, O3B0 eMy
TIOrPYKAaThCS C y2Kacarlnel CKOPOCThIO, KOTla OHa MoBopayuBaiack. OHa yapuia KyJakoM 110
BO3MIYXY mepeq co00ii, OCKUTast TECOK B CTOPOHY 3Bepel U WX MOTEHI[HAIbHEIX TIOXUTUTEIICH.

[Ipocnenus 3a TeM, Kak IecyaHasl CTPys IpojieTesla MUMO Liend, [lepcu nepeBen B3TIAL B IPyroe
MecTOo. My Ha Koro-To. OTo Obljla AEBYIIKA B OIUHHOW rony0ol TYHUKE, TOX0XKEN Ha KUMOHO,
Oeryimas 10 TEMHOM KOMHAaTe ¢ 6e3MBEePHLIMU IT0JIKAMU, 3aCTAaBIEHHBIMU CBUTKaMu. [IoBCIOmy C
IIOTOJIKA ChINAJICA IIeCOK, 3achinas moMelnene. Korma oHa pe3ko CBEpHYJIa HajleBo, B IJIaBHBIU
Kopumnop, [Tepcu 3ameTun 6e10T0 KPHIATOTO JIEMypPa, CUASIIETO Y HEE Ha Iieye.

Ero B3rmsp ciemoBan 3a Heil c3afy, I0Ka OHa II0BOpaYyMBaja, YToOH IIepecedb MOCT; Ha €ro BOIIPOC,
OT KOT'0 OHa y0eraet, OH OTBETHJI, KOTla OHa OCTAHOBUJIACh Ha CBOEM IIyTH, YTOOHI TIOBEPHYTH, HO €€
3acionuna 0osblnas ¢Gurypa, Kotopasi, Kak OH IOHSJ, OblJIa HE «KTO», @ «4T0». Y QUTYPHI OBIITH
YepHbIe Iepbs U rojioBa B popMe COBHI, HO [AJIMHHASA IIesl HanloMHMIa [lepcu OIMHHOIIENX
nuHO3aBpoB U3 «ITapka FOpckoro mepuoma».

CoBa oTBeTHJIa Yyepe3 KiioB: «TBou BOLIHbBIE CIIOCOOHOCTU Tebe 3[MeCh He IOMOTYT». ITO YOUBUIIO ObI
[Tepcu ropa3smo 6osblie, eciy OBl OH He YMeJ pa3roBapuBaTh C MOPCKUME OOUTATEISIMU U JIOMIAAbMHU,
UM ecniy OBl y Hero ObUI JIy4IInii IPYT - CaTUP, KOTOPHIM MOT pasroBaprBaTh OYKBaJIbHO C JIIOOEIM
JKUBOTHBIM. HO, HACKOJTbKO OH ITIOMHMUJI, OH HUKOTIa He BCTPeYasl TOBOPSIIYO COBY.

«$1 m3y4uus Bce CTUNIM Maruu Boasl: CeBepHbIN, KOXKHEBIN, maxke TyMaHHOe 60I0TO», - TPOIOIXKAIT OH.
['onoc coBEI Ka3ajcs APEBHUM, U B HEM CIIBIIIAJICS OTTEHOK BEICOKOMepHUs. Korga meBylIKa
IIPUTOTOBHUJIACH K 0010, 60MbIlas MTHUIla paclpaBuiia KPEIIbI U OTKHHYJa T'OJIOBY Ha3a, TOTOBas
HaHEeCTH yhap.

Pa3paBiniicss cBepxy KpUK IIPUBJIEK BHUMaHUe BCeX, BKII0Yas KPhUIATOro ieMypa. B3rnsaHyB BBepX,

[Tepcu yBupen napamwilyo GUrypy ¢ paCIpocTepTEHIMU PyKaMy Ha IIyTH T'OJIOBH COBHL. [lepen ymapom
[Tepcu moyyBCTBOBaJ, KaK €ro MOATSAHYJIX 3a HOTY, U OH IIPUHSJICS afaTh B TEMHOTY O[T OEeUCTBUEM
CUIH TsKecTu. Ho He CHOBa.

OTKpHIB r71a3a, Ilepcu pe3ko mpocHycs. [IsxaHue ero OblI0 yyallleHHBIM U IOBEPXHOCTHHIM, KaK
OyATO OH TOJIBKO YTO IEPEXKUN IPUCTYII MaHUKU. EMy Bce CUIbHEE XOTEJIOCh YAAPUTh KyJIaKOM II0
3eMJie ¥ KpUKHYTh AUy, 4TOOBI OH IIpHUKa3ajl CBOUM JaliMOHaM IIPeKpaTUTh 3T0. OTISOeBIINCH I10
CTOpOHaM, OH yBupen Jlu u Mo - ['piomMa U Ieaporo gAna0, KOTOPHIY cliac ero oT Oypu u
BBEIX@XKMBAJI II0CJIE OBYX AHEM 6eCCO3HATENIbHOTO COCTOSTHUS, - JIEXKABIINX Ha CBOUX
MMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIX KPOBATSIX.

Y6enuiuch, 4To OHM 00a crsaT, Ilepcu MOMHSICS Ha HOTH, IOIOIIe)T K pa30UTOM IBePH U BHIIIET U3
XUXKUHBL, BEIAIS M3 XUKKUHEL, OH TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro CHOBA TSHET B KMBOT. OH OTOTHAJ CTPaHHOE
OLIyIIEeHNWE B CTOPOHY U IIOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha XUKUHY MOPCKUMHU 3€JI€HBIMU
r7a3aMu I0J] SPKUM CBETOM JIYHEL.

CocTossHMEe XUKWHBI HAIIOMHHIJIO €My «CBATHIIUIIE HeHTYHa», Korga OH HpI/Iﬁle'I B Harepb }OHI/ITepa:
IMOTPEellaHHOE 1 HEYXO02XKEHHOE. On IIOOO3peBall, 4YTO €ro CIIaCUTEIN UCIIOJIb30BAJIA XU2KUHY B



Ka4yeCTBe BPEeMEHHOT0 MPUCTAHUIIA, 0COOEHHO eCU Y HUuX OblT THOPHU cTpayca U JIOIIafx, KOTOPHIH,
Kak npepnmnosnaran Ilepcu, ucnonb3oBacs s NepeBo3Ku. [laxe CTOS B ABaALATU-TPUALIATH MeTpax
OT XUXKUHBI, ChIH [ToceliioHa CIIbIlIai, Kak CTpayC-JIolagh KpaCOYHO ONMUCHIBAET, YTO €€ IIPUBSI3aiu K
ITHIO.

T'ubpup cTpayca, OTPOMHOTO POTATOTO 3BePst, OOMIBINON ATMHHOIIEEN TOBOPSIIIEH COBLI U Ha3BaHUS
«3eMHO€e LIapCTBO» HanoMHuUIM [Iepcu, 4TO OH HaXOOUTCS B IPYTrOM MUpe.

Hapgesick oTBIEYBbCS OT MpPa4YHOT O (I)aKTa, YTO OH HUKAaK He MOXKET IOHSATh, IeMCTBUTENILHO I OH He
3Ha€eT, B KaKOM «MHpPe» HaXOOUTCA, HepCI/I IEePEKIII0YNII CBOX MBICJIM Ha €TI0 CHHI. Hackonpko 0OH Mor
CyOouTh, MaJIeHbKas CHUJIbHAA JEBOYKad, CKOpPEe BCEro, OBlJIa Marom 3eMmny, pa3 MOrjia CTPEJIATh
IIECKOM M3 3€MIJIH; a Cyas II0 CTPaHHOMY BHOY COBEI, I€BOYKa M3 €Ir0 BTOPOIr0 BUAEHHUA - Mar Bopgr.

YTo 03HaYaloT 9TU BUAeHUd? [loueMy coBa HalafaeT Ha [eBYIIKY B cuHeM? Kak Bce 9TO CBSI3aHO CO
MHOU?

Pa3oyapoBaHHBIN OTCYTCTBHEM OTBETOB, ITOIyOOT 00paTH/I BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO OOBSICHUI eMY HSAs
Mo 1 9YTO OH MOT IIOHSTE.

9TOT «MuUpP» OB BTIHYT B «CTONETHION BOMHY». [10-BUINMOMY, CYIIIECTBOBAJIO YETHIPE HAIUH,
Kaxkmasi U3 KOTOPHIX Obljla Ha3BaHa 10 KMEHHU «3JIeMeHTa», KOTOPHIM OHA MPeACcTaBisia. BoiiHa
Hapoga OrHs NPOTUB TPeX APYTUX HapOAOB IIpHUBeJia K TeHOIMAY BO3OYIIHEIX KOUEBHUKOB, 110
HEeTIOHATHBIM 114 [lepcu mpuyrHaM. CTapuK, IpaBfa, OTBETHI, UTO BO3[AYIIHLIE KOUeBHUKY Hallalu
IIepBBIMU, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTD Bpara. Kak Ovl To HU Obls10, CTONETHSS BOWHA U OTCYTCTBUE
JIeTeHIapHOro ABaTapa IPUBEJH K TOMY, YTO MHOTHE OBIJTA BHIHYKIEHBI IIOKUHYTH CBOM IoMa, U JIu u
Mo1u 0Ka3aluch B YUCHEe 3TUX «OeKeHIEeB» - TAaK OHU YTBEPXKOAIOT.

JIr u Momwu. Xots Ilepcu cuuTas, 4TO OHU UCIOJIB3YIOT BEIMEIIITIEHHEIE UMEHA - B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH
CIIBIIIAN, KakK Asims Moiu Ha3wiBajl JIu «IpuHIleM 3yKO», - OH He obuxkKaics Ha HuxX. OH ToXe
MCIT0/Ih30BaJI IICEBOOHUM CTAPOTo Apyra - ®panka YkaHa. EMy OBITI0O COBECTHO MCIIOIE30BATh UMSI
chiHa Mapa, HO, y4uThIBasi, 4To Moy u JIu MOTyT He IIOBEPUTHL €My, €CJIM OH CKaXKeT, YTO €ro 30ByT
[Tepceu [I;XE€KCOH, OH MCIO0/Ib30Ba/l YXKaH, KaK TOJIBKO 3TO UMS IIPUILJIO €My B I'OJIOBY.

I'my6okue yepHble OPOBY HAaXMYyPUIUCh, Korfa [Tepcu 3amyMarcs, Io4eMy OH He 3aCTaBUII 9TY
IIAPOYKY PACKPHIThCS. B TyOuHe AyIny OH PEIIus, YTO OHHU CIACIIH ero U 3aCIyKUIIN
671aroCKJI0HHOCTD. YTO OBl OHM HU CKPBIBA/IM, 3TO OBIN MX CeKpeT. Y chiHa [TocelimoHa Obliu CBOU
CEKpPETHI, ¥ OH OBIT YBEPeH, YTO V «asaau Motru» u «JIu» eCcTb CBOM II0JJ03PEHUS.

Ocobenno JIu. OH OblT 04eHb TTOX0XK Ha JIt0Ka, U feno ObII0 He TOIBKO B IIpaMe Ha ero nuie. OH
TIOCTOSIHHO MCIIBITHIBAJI TOPeYb M 3710CTh. [T01y6or 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO IIOTPOCTOK €MY HE BEPHT,
0Cco0eHHO 110 eT0 IIPUCTAILHEIM B3TJIsIaM, HECMOTPS Ha IIpaM Ha nuie. KeMm O6b1 HU ObU1 JIu umu
npuHI[ 3yKO Ha caMoM fiene, [lepcu mpuiiyiock codpaTh BCIO CBOIO CHJTY BOJIM, YTOOH HE 3aTOBOPUTE C
HUM B OTBET WJIM JaxKe CAeJlaTh SI3BUTEILHOE 3aMeYaHue.

«[Ipobnemsl co cHOM, YxkaH?»



l'onoc Momu BEPHYII HepCI/I K JIefICTBI/ITeJIBHOCTPI, " OH IIOBEPHYIJICA, YTOOHI YBUIOETE CTAPHUKa,
CTOAIIETr0 y OIBEPH. YBumeB, 4TO MOIOMOM YEJIOBEK OTBETHI MEAJIEHHRIM KMBKOM, Moru CIIPOCHUII ele
KOe-4ToO.

«He Bo3paxaeTe, eCliu 51 MPUCOETUHIOCH K BAM?»

«IIprcoeguHUTHCS KO MHE, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTL O MOEM MeCTe BO BcelleHHOM?»

Bo3pmyx HamomHUICS CMeXOM, Korjia MoIu 3asiBUJI, YTO UMEET HEKOTOPOEe CXOACTBO C ero
IJIEMSTHHUKOM. 3aMeTHB CMeX, [1epcu mMoYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK II0 €ro JIWIY PaclloI3aeTcs Yas0Ka, Korma
CTapUK ITOMIOIIeN K HeMy. MoIy» HallOMHUI eMy eTr0 TPpeHepa U 0TIla B 00jiee CYaCT/IMBEIE BpeMeHa.
U Bce XKe OH He yOepkKascs OT TOT0, YTOOH He MOJHSThH OPOBL B OTBET Ha 9TO 3asBJIEHHE.

BoBoeM OHM MUHYT ISTh CMOTPENH Ha 3BE3MH], KOTOPHIE HAIOMHMIK [Iepcu 0 CO3BE3AUSIX €T0
coOCTBEHHOTO MUpa. [IBa U3 HUX ObIIM €My 3HaKOMEHI - bonbitas u Manas Ypca. Ho oH He cMmor
y3HaTh HU OCTaIbHBIX, HY KaKOT0-11u00 APYTroro coueTaHus 3Be3[, I0X0XkKero Ha Ilepcest umu
C03Be3[1e, KOTOPOe OH 0XKHKMAJl YBUMIETh B CEBEPHOM IIOJIOBUHE MUPA.

«9i, Momy, - 3aroBopui [lepcu, HafesaCch HaUTU OTBET Ha Ha30MIUBLIM BOIIPOC, BOSHUKIINY Y HETO B
roJIoBe, KOTHa OH Habiofas, Kak CTapUK OTBJIEKCS OT CO3eplaHus 3Be3[ Ha Hebe. «JTa MITyKa,
KOTOPYIO Thl HA3BaJ... <U3TUOOM»...»

«Cuna, Io3BoIgIomas YIIPABJIATE CTUXUAMHU, Ja>.

Mo u3ygan nuro [lepcu, MOpcKre 3eJieHbIe TTIa3a HabIogany 3a TeM, KakK CTapUK Pa3MbILIUISET,
Ipexae 4eM MPU3HATh HEBLICKA3aHHKIN BOIIPOC.

«MsI ¢ JIu He Maru 3eMJiH, eCjIu Bbl 00 3TOM CIIPOCHITH».

Ycnpimag 3To, HepCI/I MOJI4Ya KUBHYII. EMy IIOKa3aJIOCh, YTO B OTBETE YTO-TO YIIYIIEHO UJIX YTO B HEM
COOEPXKUTCA 3aragodHoe IIoCIaHue. HOHY6OT He MOTI' IIOHATh, YTO KMEHHO.

OH TIOBEPHYJI r0JIOBY, YTOOBI CHOBA IIOCMOTPETh Ha MOy, KOT/ia YCIIBIIIAl, KaK ero 30BYT.

«MBI OTIIPABHMCS 3aBTPa», - OTBETHUJI CTAPUK. «B COCETHIO MepeBHI0».

3aMeTUB HEJOYMEHUe Ha JIHIe IOHOIIHM, Moy TPoaoIKuil. «Bo3M0OKHO, MBI TOMOXKeM Tebe HalTH
MECTO [JIs1 TIOCeJIeHus.

[Tepcu yneIOHYICS 9TOMY IPEAJIOKEHUI0, HO 2KECTOM yKa3aJjl Ha CTPayCUHYIO JIOaab, IPUBSA3aHHYIO
K mepeBy. «Cnacubo, gsans. Ho 1 coMHeBaoCh, YTO MBI BTPOEM ITOMECTHMCS Ha OJHOM M3 BAIUX
ntull. He ocTopoxHo. 4 cam Haugy AOPOry».



Moimu KHBHYJI, XOTS ¥ BBHITJISIIE] HEMHOT'O Pa30YapOBAHHBEIM. 3aTeM OH MPOTSHY ero pyky Ilepcu.

«Jlymato, 9T0 Balle», - [Iepcu mocMoTpen Ha PyKy u y3Han Puntup B hopMme nepa. B3siB pyuky y
II0JKUJIOTO 4eJIoBeKa, OH 3aMeTU/I TOHKHUM OyMaXXHUK U3 YePHOU KOXKU U B357 ero B pyku. OTKPHIB
O6ymaxHuK, [lepcu ynbIOHYIICS, 00HApPYyKUB TaM TO, YTO 0KHKOAJ YBULETh.

«Cnacub6o, oansg Mormmwu».

[Toxunoi My>KYrWHa CHOBA KMBHYJI, Ha 3TOT pa3 C yIbIOKOM Ha nute. [1okenaB eMy CIIOKOWHON HOYH,
[Tepcu Habmogan, Kak I0XKUI0Y YeJI0BeK BO3BpAllaeTCs B XUKUHY, YTOObI HEMHOTO IIOCTIaTh. 3aTeM
OH BHOBB 00paTus CBoii B30p K HeOy Haf rOJI0BOM, YYBCTBYS, KaK C KaXX[I0M MUHYTOU B €T0 HYyTpe
HapacTaeT HalpsXKXeHUe, a T0JI0C 3aTOBOPUTH C HUM.

«COrHHu Hx... IIPUKAXKU UM...»
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