OTen 1 moub HOOPaANKMCh OO CaMOM TYIIM PeBYIero miaMenu. Omiyienne, OyATO UX IJIOTh BapsT,
OBLIIO OMHOBPEMEHHO U 0011b10, ¥ yKacoM. Ofa TIIETHO UCKAJIM YePHYI0 Maccy, KoTopas Oblia ux
crmacuteneM. Beckope npu0Oninu CTouk u I1neBaka v MPUCOETUHUIMCE K ITOMCKaM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB
OTOHB JIOTOpEJI, ¥ B MATHaALUATH ¢yTax 0T ACTPU[ 0Ka3ascs OOJIbIION YepHBIH 11ap, CBEPHYBIIUNCS
cam 1o cebe. OHa TyT Ke Gpocunach K ipakoHy, 3a0bIB 0 CBOEM CTpaxe nepen HuM. BrEpH, mocne
MUHYTHOTO KoneOaHus, ocyienoBan 3a Heid, a CTouk u [11eBaka ocTanuch B AeciaTy yTax, gepxka
OpyXKKe HaroTOBe, Ha BCAKUM CIIy4yau.

HuKTO M3 MPUCYTCTBYIOMIKX He 00paTUJl BHUMAHUS HU Ha OTCYTCTBHE CIIE[OB OT 0KOT'0B BOKPYT
YepHOro ApaKoHa, HU Ha TO, YTO eT0 CeJI0 He IIocTpadaso. Actpup 6bIcTpo obexkana BOKPYT
OpaKoHa, Uilla XOTh KaKKe-TO ciaefdbl XukKca. "HeT... 3Toro He MOzXKeT OBITh..." - B CTpaxe IIelTana OHa
mpo cebsi. He MoxkeT ObITh, 4TOO0B KKUHT Becmnosne3Hsil cTan MKKUHTOM, YKPOTUTEIEM HeYeCTHUBOTO
otnpeicka Monuuu u camou CmepTH, ciacuteneM bepka u uctpeburtenem Hunxorra, TOJIBKO OIS
TOTO, YTOOHI MOTUOHYTH B MOpe OrHs. bhEPH coOpas Bce CBOe MYKECTBO M IOATOJIKHYJI JpakoHa
CamoroM, a 3aTeM, UCII0J/Ib3Ys CBOIO XOPOIIYIO PYKY, IPOCKOJIb3HYJI IO MACCUBHBEIM KPBIIOM UX
cracutens. Ctouk u [ImeBaka MPUTOTOBUIIK OPY2KUeE, YTOOH 3alIUTUTh CBOUX TOBapUILleH, eCu
OpakKoH Hamaper.

Yepes3 HECKONIBKO HANIPSIXKEHHBIX CEKYH[ 10 breépHa moHecCs MpUriyleHHsd ronoc: "Actpun! Uou
ciofla ¥ momMory MHe!" ACTpH[ mocegoBaa yKa3aHUSIM OTIa U 00HapyzKuia, YTO OH CTOUT Ha
KOJIEHSIX Hafl MaJIeHbKOM (PUTYPKOX B CyMepKax, IPOHUKAIOIINX CKBO3b KPHIJIbSI YEPHOTO APaKOHa, U
IPUKKUMAaEeT TOJIOBY K Ipynu. BrépH momHscs mpu npubnuxenun qouepu: "OH elre xuB, Actpum. A
He MOT'Y HeCTH ero CO CJIOMaHHOU PYKOU, BEIHECH €r0, II0Ka s II030BYy LeJIUTeNL", - CKa3al ee OTell.
BrépH BBITIE3 IEePBBIM ¥ T00eKaI HCKATh OOHOTO U3 IEJIUTENIeH, KOTOPEIX OHK IMPUXBATHIIN C COOO0M
Ha 3Ty TJIyIOCTh, a 3a HUM II0cefoBana ACTpUf, Hecs Ha pyKax apemiomero Mkkunura. CTOUK
B3OOXHYII U TUXOHBKO 3aIlIHUIIE]I. FOJZ[BI HU3MEHHUJIA €T0, HO IOHOIIa Ha PyKaX ACTpI/IJZ[ MOT 6bITB HE KeEM
WHBIM, KaK ero ChiHOM, MKUHTOM. CJie3sl TOTOBBI OBIJIM XJIBIHYTh U3 I'JIa3 BOXKAS, HO OH CcaepkKal uX,
yTOOBI HEe TI0OKA3aThCs CIa0BIM ITepef CBOUM OIUKAUIIUM OPYTOM U ACTPHL.

Crouk BcTan mepepn ACTpUpn U MeJJIeHHO IIPOBEJI PYKOH 10 PYCHIM BOJIOCAM, TaK IIOX0XKHUM Ha ero
cobctBeHHbIe: "O, UKKUHT, CBHIH MOM, 60T BepHY/IU TeOsI MHe 4epes3 CTOJILKO jieT. U Kak repos, He
MeHblIIe..." TuX0 npoienTtana CTOUK. ACTpuUL IIOBEPHYJIa I'0JI0BY, CTapasiCh OTTOPOJUTELCS OT CJI0B
BOXKS, YTOOHI TaTh €My BO3MOKHOCTD ITOOLITh HaeguHe ¢ co0oit. OHa yBUAeNa, KaK OTel] UIeT K HUM,
CepOuTO OTOMBASICH OT IBYX JKEHIIMH, KOTOPhIe IIBITAIKCh B3SATh €ro 3a PyKy. "KoHeuyHo, oTell
OTKaXKeTCs 0T IIOMOIIM, KOoTrfaa XKuU3Hb MKKKUHTa B OIIaCHOCTU", - C TOPAOCTHI0 TofgyMajia ACTpuUL.

Crouxk nopxBatusl UKKMHTa Ha PYKU U HallpaBUiCcsA K BrEepHY U IBYM IenuTensaM. "BbepH, TH,
JKUPHBIA COH TOKY, €CJIA Thl He TTO3BOJIUIIb HaM 1103a00TUTHLCS O TBOEU pyKe...", - CKa3ala ogHa U3
LIeJINTEJIbHUL], HO, YBUALIEB CBOET0 BOXK/s, 3aMoidasa. "LlenuTeny nonpuBeTCTBOBAIU APYT OPYra,
TJII9 Ha IOHOIIY Ha pyKaX, KOTOPHIM TaK I0Pa3uTEeNIbHO IIOXOAWI Ha UX BOXIA. "Bl IBO€ JOJIXKHEL
IIPUCMaTPUBATh 3@ ITUM IOHOIIEH, ¥ TOJIbKO 3a HUM. YOeguTech, UYTO OH IIEPEeXKUBET CBOU PaHH,
coenaiiTe Bce HeoOXomumoe", - BacTHO npuka3an CTouk. Korma o0e KeHITUHEL TOCIEIIHO
yoanunuch, CTouk Kpukuyi: "Xensra! I'me Te?" M3 cobpaBiieiics TOIIE BEIPBajiaCh KOpeHacTas
JKeHIMHa U OKJIMKHYMa CTouKa. Xesnbra Oblyla OfeTa B AIUHHBIM KOXKaHBIY GapTyK, 3aasalaHHbIN
KPOBBIO CIIepeNiy, Ha [I0siCe BUCE LieJblil apceHas HoxXel, a K 1eBoMy 6efpy ObLI IPUCTETHYT
OOHOPYYHHM Tonop. OHa Oblla CaMBIM HCKYCHBIM I[eJIUTEIEM B IepeBHE, X0Ts O0JIblile IOXOAUIIa Ha
MscHUKa. "[lo3aboThcs 0 pyke BrépHa, a TOTOM HalK OBYX CBOUX IIOMOIIHUKOB U IIPOCIIEAH, YTOOH
IOHOIIIA, 3a KOTOPHIM OHU IIPUCMATPUBAIOT, BEIXKUIT", - IpuKa3ajl CTOUK, He XKejas [I0Ka I0Ka3blBaTh



BCagHHKa KdK CBOEI'0 JaBHO IIOTEPSAHHOI'O ChIHA. "Ila, BOXMOb, - OTBETHUIIA XeJIbra, OTTaCKUBad BBépHa,
KOTOprfI KUBHYII CTOI/IKy B 3HAK YBaX€HN, IIPpEeXKIEe 4eM NCUYE3HYTh B TOJIIIE.

Tomnma ¢ yBaXXeHHEM U CTPaxoM CMOTpesla Ha OTPOMHOT0 YePHOT0 IPaKoOHa, JIeXKaIllero mo3agyu ux
BOXK[OsA. HpaKOH CIIaC HX, HO B TO XK€ BpeEMA GBIJ'I YaCThI0 3aHO3HI B UX 60Ky, KOTOpPadA My4duila UX
TIOCTIeIHUE TPHUCTa NeT. Bums, 4To ero Hapopn B 6eme, CTOMK 3aroBopuit: "Mo#t Hapo[, CEeromHs
yTPO3bl OPAKOHOB Oojbiiie HeT! Hammu moma u ceMbu B 6e30macHOCTH! CerogHs MBI TOTEPSIIIM MHOTHX
B 6010, HO He XKaselTe 00 9TOM, 100 OHU 3aCITyKHUJIU [TOYETHOE MeCTO B 3anax Banranmsr!" Boxnas
IIPUBETCTBOBAJIM AIIJIONMCMEHTAaMM, II0CTIe YeTo OH MPOIOIKUIL: "TaM, Iie MBI IIOTEPIIeNy Okl
Heymady, Halll CTIaCUTeNb He moTepnesn. MMeHHO BcafHUK ¥ €To IpaKoH CPa3uiiy 3JI0TO JeMOHA U
pa30uIK ero OCTaHKU 0 TOPHEIHM CKIOH!" CTOMK TOpPIO 3aKpHyal Moj] ON06PUTEIbHEIE BO3TIACKH CBOMX
TrOmen.

"Ho Temneps MBI OOJIKHBEI TOTOBUTLCS K IIyTeIIeCTBUIO B Bepk, oHO Oy[eT JONTUM U TPYAHBIM, 1
noTpebyeTcss MHOTO ITyTEIeCTBUM, HO MbI mo6enuM. OOBIIIUTE 3aTOHYBIIKE KOpaliu B IIOUCKaX
OPEeBECUHBI, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO MCIOIh30BaTh OJI CTPOUTENbCTBA I PEMOHTA Cy[dHa. [IpuHecuTe
MEPTBHIX Ha Oeper, 4TOOH MX MOXKHO OBIJIO IIOXOPOHUTH JOJIXKHEIM 06pa3oM. Pa3BeguTe KOCTPHI,
CKOpO HACTYIUT HOYb, @ OT X0JI0[ja MHOTHEe YMPYT UK 3a60eioT", - mpuka3an CTOMK CBOUM JIIOMISIM.

"A Kak Xe OpaKoH, BOXb?" { uMelo B BUAY, UTO MBI He MOXKEM B34Thb €r0 ¢ co00ii, U Jaxe ecjiu OH
yObeT 3TO YyMOBHUIIE, ITO BCE PABHO OPAKOH", - HEPEIIUTENBHO CIIPOCUI MYXKYHKHA.

Crouk 3apiymarsics Hafl ero cjoBaMu, Ha0iofas 3a IUIlaMu CBOMX Jifofel. "[la, 3TO IpakoH, U MEI He
MO2K€EM PUCKOBaTh, UTOOH OH mpuies B bepk. f 6yny TeM, KTO IIOKOHYUT C ero XKU3HBI0", - CypOBO
CKa3an Boxpab. "UTo!" - 3aKpuyas MOIOOOM XKEHCKHUM ToJoc, - "Thl He MOXKeIllb 3TOr0 COeNaTh,
BoXOb!" AcTpupn mombexkasna K CTOuKy: "BcagHUK U €ro IPaKOH CIIAc/IM BCEX HAC, Mbl B KDOBHOM
nonry neper HuMu oboumu! UTo ObI TIOYYBCTBOBAJ BCAOHUK, €CIU ObI IPOCHYJICS U 00HAPYXKUII, YTO
JIIOMM, KOTOPHIX OH CITac, YOUIM ero KOHs?" - THEBHO IIPOr0BOPHUIIa OHA, a 3aTeM J00aBuIa IIem0TOM:
"9T0 gpakoH MKKUHTA, BOXK/b, THl He MOXKeIIh ero youTb. OH HUKOTIa He MPOCTHUT Tebs". ITO ObI
yoap HUXKe 1osica, Ho ACTpun He coOupasach I03BOJIUTE AOJTY BOKASA UCTIOPTUTh OTHOILIEHUS C
HKuHTOM elile O60mbINEe, YeM OHU yKe ObLIH.

Kutenu Bepka, Ka3anock, 00myMbIBaIu €€ CJI0Ba, OKa B royioBe CTOMKa KPYTUITHUChH LIIECTEPEHKH.
"Xoporo, - Hauan CTOUK, - 1 II03BOJII0 IPAKOHY IOKa XKUTh, HO OH HE MOXKEeT OTIIPaBUTLCS C HAMU B
Bepk. Y Hac HET MecTa HM Ha Kopabye, HX Ha OCTPOBE, YTOOBI pa3MECTHTh TAKOTO OOJIBIIOTO 3BEpPS.
OH ocTaHeTCs 3[ecCh, B HE3[Ie, TOKa er0 Hae3[HUK He IOMPABUTCS HACTOJIBKO, YTO CMOXKET IIpHeXaTh
3a HUM. AcTpup mobemHO yIbIOHYTach ¥ IOAOIIA K APAaKOHy MKKUHTA, 4YTOOR 0CMOTPeTh ero. Ero
11BeT OBIJT OUeHb YapyIOIIUM, U el Ka3aJsioch, YTO OHA MOoryia OBl CMOTPETh Ha Hero OT paccBeTa [0
3aKaTa ¥ HUKOTA He yCTaBaTh OT ero riy0uHbl. Ha I0BepXHOCTH ApaKoHa He ObII0 BUOHO HUKAKUX
paH, HO 3TO HMYEro He 3HAYUJIIO: OH MOT OBITh PaHEH BHYTPH, HO HUKTO HE YMEJ JIEUUTh TPAKOHOB,
KpoMe, MoxeT ObITh, MKKuHTa. [IpUXOOUI0Ch BEPUTH, YTO C YePHBIM OPAKOHOM BCE B TIOPSIOKeE.

[TepBbIlt ¥ €AMHCTBEHHBIN TPUTOMHBIN M7 IIJIaBaHUS KOpalib OTIIJIBIT Yepe3 Yac, YBO3SI CaMbIX
paHeHBIX U3 Bepka, a Takxke MKKuHTa 1 oTila AcTpun. OcTanbHble BUKUHTY Pa30uIy Tarepb Ha
Oepery, a Korfia Ha ciefymolee yTpo Kopabiib BEPHYJICS PaHO YTPOM, OCTa/lbHBIE XKuUTeNnu bepka
MIOTPY3UIIUChH Ha OOPT ¥ OTIPABUIKCH IOMOM, @ UX MEPTBEIIOB HOUBIO COXKTJIA Ha
MMITPOBU3UPOBAHHAIX KOCTPax. "Temeps HAUMHAETCS HacTosIas padora, - ;ymarna AcTpuf,



MIOTPY3UBIIKUCH B Pa3AyMbs U TII04 Ha BOJHHI, - UKKUHT, HECOMHEHHO, 3aX04eT YUTH, KOrfa
npocHeTcs. { momkHa yOeouThCs, YTO OH He YIU3HET C OCTPOBA [I0 TOTO, KaK CMOXKET IIOTOBOPUTH CO
CroukoM. To, yTo bepk 3ammuieH oT APakKOHOB, He 03HA4YaeT, 4YTO TaM HeT omacHocTeu. Ecnu
CMmopKasa cTaHeT BOXKIEM, OH IIOCTAaBUT OePEBHIO Ha KojieHU. HaM HyKHO, 4T00k CTOMK OCTaBasICs
CUJIbHBIM JJOCTATOYHO JOJIr0, YTOOH HAiTH HOBOTO HaciegHuKa: 1u00 MKKUHT CMOXKET MOJHSTDH OyX
oTia, 00 OH 3aliMeT eTr0 3aKOHHOe MeCTOo. B 1mo0oM crydae gepeBHs OyfeT B 6e3011aCHOCTH.
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