«C 4ero BOPYT Takoe XKejlaHWe MOCTaTh 3TH Bald KHUTU?» - TUXO CIIPOCUJI €T0 royoc. «CpoyHoe
oeso, ma?»

F'epMuoHa 4TO-TO GHICTPO IIPHAYMalia ¥ CHOBA ITOBEPHYIach K HeMy nuiioM. «Hy, y MeHs Oblin
HeOosbie Mpo6IeMbl CO CHOM, U g IIogyMala, YTO B 3TO BpeMs MHe IIPOCTO HY2KHO YTO-HUOYIb
MOYUTaTh». PUOON KUBHY, ero 6JieHOe JUI[0 MSATKO OCBelllasoch MepuatonmM GpoHapeM. HecKombKo
npsifed MATKUX TEMHBIX BOJIOC VIIAJIM eMy Ha J100, 3afieBasi cepbe3Hbie OpoBuU. 'epMUOHa MPUKYCHUIa
SI3BIK, OTBpAIAsCh OT XKUBOTHOTO MHCTUHKTA. Bonan-me-MopT. CeMbOecsaT OOUH T'Ofl, IBICHIH, 37101,
Oenas Koxa, KpacHbIe TJla3a, Oe3AYIIHBIN... HE TPUBIeKATEIIbHBIM.

«IToyueMy TH HEe MOKEIllb YCHYTh?» - CIIPOCHJI OH, ¥ OHAa 3aMeTHO B3[POrHyya. Eciau Obl TOJIBKO OH
TepecTas 3aflaBaTh e 3TU IPOKJISITHIE BOIIPOCH, BO3MOXKHO, OHa CMOTJIa Obl BEpHYTH cebe
camoo0JiiamaHue.

«Kommaper».

OHa B3sJ1a C IIOJIKY ellle HECKOJIbKO KHUT ¥ CHOBA IOBEPHYJAch K HeMy. Korga oH roBOpuiI, 3To
HEPBUPOBAJIO, HO ellle 00JblIe, KOTHa OH Mojidan. «I3BUHUTE, €CIIK TTOMEIIAall BaM, - 3eBHYII OH,
TOTSTHBasICh. ToM Pupumi, BeposiTHO, He IIPUBHIK HU Mepef] KeM U3BUHATHCS. byab HopManbHEIM. Bynb
HOpMabHEIM. Bemgu cebs Tak, OyATO T €r0 He 3Haellb, OyTO OH MUJIbIH, OOBIYHEIN TapPeHb.

«Bce B mopspgke», - oTBeTUNIa ['epMuOHa, ynbibasich. Eif roBopuny, 4To y Hee 06e30pyKUBalolas
ynbIOKa, ¥ OHa Hafiesyiach, YTO U OH 00€30PYKUT.

«HeT, mpaBOa, MHe OYeHb XKaJlb», - OTBETUJI OH U Clejian HeOOJIbIOH Iar K Hel. «Bhl, HaBepHoe,
IyMaeTe, 4TO 5 OYeHb CTPAHHLIM, pa3 IIPOBOXKY 3[IeCh BCe CBOe BpeMs». Ellle oquH MaJeHbKUH IIar.
Temeph OH OBIJT B ABYX ILIarax OT Hee.

CoBceM 0/m13K0. [IpixaHue ['epMUOHBI Y4aCTUIIOCh, OHO CTAJI0 HETJTYOOKUM U OBICTPHIM, €€ 0XBATHUII
yxkac. OHa He MOTJila OCTaHOBUTHCA. bienHoe, yrpoxarollee Tey10 ToMa Puapia BEICOTOM B LIECTh
¢GyToB. [layyby masblbl 3alIPaBISIOT €r0 YEPHLIE BOJIOCH Ha MECTO, 3aTEM BO3BpAIalOTCS B KApMaH,
4yTOOBI JOCTATh MTAJIOYKY U IIPHUCTABUTD €€ K €€ Topiy... JIyHa, 0TpaXkKaroIiasics B OKHe MATKUM
cusHueM, OpocaeT UHOIIJIAHETHHIM 0TOIECK Ha ero anefacTpPOoBYI0 KOXKY, TEMHbIE XKUOKHE TIa3a
o4eHb 0JIM3K0, 0ueHb 0113K0 U - Kpynuo Kpyuuo Kpyiwmo...

«OToiimu OT MeHs!» BRIKpUKHYTa ['epMuona. OHa cxBaTulla CBOM KHUTH U yoexkana. O, MepnuH. O,
Bboxe. Tol ugnotka, 'epmuona ['peliHAKED, YTO TH TOJIBKO YTO...

E# Ov1710 MOYTH BCe PaBHO, 9YTO OHa BhI3BdJla IIOJO3PEHUI. JIumis OBl He OBITH B €T0 IIPUCYTCTBHUH.

'ny6oko meimmy, ['epMuoHa. I'my6okuii BHOX.

BepHyBimuch B 001exuTe, ['epMuoHa IOCMOTpesia Ha CBOE JIUI0 B 3epKaJle, OCBEIEHHOE TOU XKe



JIYHOM, UTO OCBETHIIA CLIeHy B OMONMHOTeKe, ¥ y Heé mepexBaTUIO geixaHue. OHa BRITIISIENA Tak,
cnoBHo yBupena KpoBaBoro 6apona. OHa Grinia 67emHa u B3BoiHOoBaHa. O Boxe. ['epMuoHa cuemnana
TIyOO0KKH YCIIOKAUBAIOIIH BIOX, TOBEPHYIACh K KHUTAM, JIeXKall[iM Ha KPOBATH, U JIeTJIa PSIIOM C
HUMH, 3aCHYB IIOUTH MTPEXKJe, YeM yCIesia MOJI0KHUTh TOJI0BY Ha MOMAYIIKY.

He 1m03BOJISIH 3TOMY CIIy4UTHCS CHOBA.

I'epMuoHa ynuBuia cebs TeM, YTO IPOCHYIach BOBPeMs, Kak pa3 Korja B30LUIO COoNHIe. B
pe3yibTaTe IOJYHOYHOU 9KCIEAULIUY el yIanoch oCaTh BCEro HECKOJIBKO YacoB, HO OHA elle He
yyBCTBOBasa ce0s ycTaBiiell. K ToMy e Bce, KTO JieXasl B KPOBaTSAX BOKPYT Hee, ellle CIlalu.

Ona 3€BHYJIIA U, BCTAaB C KPOBATH, IIOIIJId B 06H.Iy10 KOMHATY. Tam OB1I0 elne He COBCEM XO0JIOOHO, HO
OT'OHBb B 049are BCe€ PABHO Kad3adJICA IIPUATHBIM, U OHA, BEITAHYB HOTH X PYKH, YCTPOUJIACh B MATKOM
KpaCHOM KpecCIIe.

YTKHYBIINCE TUIIOM B MaTepuasl, OHa IIOYyBCTBOBaJIa 3HAaKOMBIH 3amax 00Ieli KOMHATHI
I'puddurmgopa.

A moToMm, He yCIeB OCTaHOBUTHCS, OHA 3aphifana. Heynepxumo. OTYassHHO.

CII0BHO KTO-TO ORI psaOooM u Ha6monan 3a ee cy1ab0oCTh0, OHA CHOBA YTKHYJIACh JIMIJOM B IIOAYIIKY, 1
MeEJIKH€ XHbIKAHbS HEIIPUATHO OTOHABAJIMCh B €€ HOCY. HeBepOHTHO, KakK 6bICTpO HaXJIBIHYJIA
BOCIIOMHWHAHHA - BCET0 JIMIIb OT 3allaXa JUBAHHEIX IIOOYINEK, YCHOKaI/IBaIOH.IeI;I CMECH II€ellia, ny6a u
4Yero-To CiagKoro.

Jluna. beckoneyntle nuila. Pogutenu B 3a6BeHnn, B ABCTPAJIUY - OHA HUKOTHA HE CMOXKET
HAIlOMHUTh UM, YTO Y HUX €CThb 104Yb. Yu3nu, ['appy, JIyHa... ¥ OHa [T0YyBCTBOBajla CTPAHHBIY IPUJIUB
IPUBSI3aHHOCTH K HeBuITy, KOTOPOMY BCerjya ImoMmorasa Bo BceM. Ho oH Toxe OblI el HyKeH. Bce
OHM OBIJTA HYKHHI el 60bIlle, YeM OHa Korga-ubo 3Haua.

W3 ropia BEIPBAJICS BCXJIUII, ¥ ropsidas cje3a KarnaeT Ha KIr4ully. M TyT ee npepsas rojoc.
«'epmuoHa? ITO THI?»

OHa po0OKOo mofHsIa rooBy. IT0 6611 P.JIK., IPOTUPABIIN I'/Ta3a OT CHA. «YTO CIIyYUIO0CH?»

OH cen Ha OUBaH psOoM ¢ ee KpecsioM. OHa 6ecrioMoITHO GHIPKHYIIA, CTAPasCh OTBECTHU B3TJIS],
yTOOBI COXPAHUTH XOTh KAKOE-TO MOCTOMHCTBO. «41...» - Havaja OHa, HO, efiBa IIPOU3HECS 3TO CJIOBO,
CHOBa pa3pa3ujiach TPOMKHUMH, OTBPATUTENIbHHIMY PHIOAHUSMH, CBEPHYBIIKCH B KITyOOK. «51 BCe elre
HE MOTY B 9TO TIOBEPUTL», - BCX/IUITBIBAIa OHA, OHIIIA XPHUIIIO U THYCABO.

P.IIx. B3poxHy. «[loiigeM, mpouaeMcs», - CKa3ajl OH, OCTOPOXKHO ITOgHUMas ee Ha HOoru. OHY BHILIIU



u3 O6I.T.Iefl KOMHATHI, U repMI/IOHa Pa3perganaace OT 0eCCHIIbHBIX pBIJIaHI/II;I.

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KOTla OHU BHIIIUIA K Oepery o3epa, OHa yKe COBCEM pa3phifanach. Ee KpacHHIM HOC
6omes, ¥ OHa IIOCTOSTHHO BBHITHpAsia ero JIeTKUMU YapaMu Scourgify, KoTopsle 0Ka3anuch HEMHOTO
Oomnee pe3kuMH, 4eM 0xKKAanock. OHU yCENHUCh Ha POCUCTYIO TPaBy, TOJICTHIE MAHTUM COTPEBaJIU UX
Ha IIPOMO3TJIOM YTPEHHEM BETEPKeE.

«Pacckaxu MHe, 4TO CJIy4YHUJIOCh», - CKa3asn P.JIx.

«0, moporoi, MPOCTO, - 06JIETYEHHO B3MOXHYIa [ €pMHOHA, - 1 CKy4alo 110 BceM. I He MOTy JyMaTh O
TOM, YTO... YTO OOJIbIIIE HUKOTIa UX He yBuXKYy». OHa c1abo MaxHy/la PYKOH, TS Ha PO30BeloIee
BOCXOISIIIIEe COJIHIIE.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBod, BO3MOXKHO, €III€ HE TOTOB.
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