IIBe xBOCTaThle 3BepU 00IIANNCH B TNTyOMHaX BHYTPEHHET0 IIPOCTPAHCTBa, U HUKTO, KPOMe HUX, He
MOT TIOHATH, O YeM UIeT peyb. Bech HUHA34-MUp He IONO3peBall 0 TOM, YTo ogHopykuil lllykaky u
OEBATUXBOCTHIM KypoMa TOJIBKO UTO 3aKJII0YUIIU T'PA3HYI0 caenKy. Korma yakpa Kypombl cHU3uUIach
mo Hy1isi, 00a XBOCTATHIX 3BePSI BHIIIIIA U3 CBOETO BHYTpeHHero mupa. Kypoma, mexa B 3anepToin
KOMHAaTe, HeBOJIbHO YCMeXHycs: «Tenepb MBI KeM Hadaa 9K3aMeHa UyHUH». TeM BpeMeHeM
HapyTo mpopomkan pa3roBop ¢ KaeM, KOTOPHIY BHITISIAE OUeHb COTHEYHO. XOTS B €0 T'0JI0BE
BpeMeHaMu OBIIIO0 CMSATEHME, eT0 NoOpoTa u 3a00Ta 0 APYrux ObLIM Ha BEICOTEe. Kak ke oH Obl go0p!
HapyTo u [llukamapy 4yTh HE 3aCTaBUJIU [ieaTh JIATYIIaYbY MIPBIXKKKA — II0 AECSITh KPYTOB BOKPYT
Konoxu! K cuactrio, xoTs HapyTo ¥ He OTIM4YasiCcs yMOM, OH COXPaHSJI 3ApaBhlii CMEICTI. MIHaye ero
Obl TOUHO COONA3HUNK 3aXKUTaTeIbHble peun Kasi, ecnu Ovl He Goree parnuoHanbHbl [luKamapy
psanoM. Temeps 0CTaBasioCh IUIIb XKAAaTh 9K3aMeHa YyHUH, KOTOPHIM HOMKeH OblJI COCTOSAThCS Ha
ClenyloLmi feHb. B Teopun Bce BHITIISAENO IPeKpacHo, HO TOJIBKO B Teopuu...Houwlo, Habmogas 3a
TeM, Kak HapyTo BopodaeTcs B IOCTeNH, He B CUJIaX 3aCHYTh, KypoMa He ymepKascs U pacCcMesiics
npo ce0s1. ITOT mapeHb, Ka3asioch, HUUEro He 60syICcs, KOorfa el paMeH B Muupaky, a Teneps, exa B
KpoBaTH, HeEpBHUYAI. HapyTo mombITancs 3aKpeITh I'1a3a M CUJI0M cebsl YCIIOKOUTh, HO YeM G0oJibiile
OH CcTapaJics, TeM OOJIbllle eT0 OXBaThiBajla TpeBora. KypoMa, HaOmiofas 3a 3TuM, He 6€3 UpOHUU
3ameTtun: — «CKopee, THl He HepBHUYAEIIlb, a IPOCTO... Ooutibesa». KomuuHas cutyanus! HapyTo
ucnyrancsa? KypoMma 4yTh He pacCMesisicsl, He UMes IIPU 3TOM IOJ PYKOU KaMephl, YTOOH
3armevaT/ieTh 9TOT MOMeHT. OIHaKO CTOUT IIPU3HATh, UTO 3a4aCTYIO0 JIIONU, BEITIAAAIME OeCIeYHbIMU
u 6ecCTpalllHbBIMK, UMEIOT XPYyIKoe ceppate. HapyTo uMeHHO 13 Takux. KpoMe Kak ¢ XuHATOM, OH
IIOYTH UealieH B CBOeM COYeTaHUM CMEJIOCTH U OCTOPOKHOCTHU. B Ty Xe CeKyHOy OH yBU[E], KaK
HapyTo ynan ¢ kpoBatu. Ha n6y Kypoms! osiBunocsk 4epHoe maTHO. JIamHo, 3a0yneM 06 atoM. OH
BCIIOMHUJI O YeM-TO U BBIEIN HeOOJIBIIYI0 IOPLKIO YaKPhl: — «Ji, MapeHb, 3axogu». HapyTo,
YTKHYBILKCH TOJIOBOU B MIOAYIIKY, OlllapallleHHO II0CMOTpPeJI Ha CBOY XKUBOT: — «Kypoma? Uto
cay4dunock?» W Kak TONBKO OH IIPOU3HEC 3TO, €Tr0 (GUrypa MenjieHHO BO3HUKIIA B 3allepTOM KOMHATE.
KypoMma, mprCIOHUBIINCE K PelleTKe, B3rNSHYNI Ha HapyTo ¢ BBICOKOMEPHBIM BHIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIa: —
«ToI Goutibcsi? 3aBTpa 6KMTBa?» HapyTo, TOILKO YTO BOLIEOIINH U HE TOHUMAIOUIUHN, YTO IIPOUCXOIUT,
MTHOBEHHO BCKOYMJI, €T0 JINII0 BCIIBIXHYJIO Kpackoi: — «O deM TrI?! Kak 5 MoOry 00SThCS 3TOTO
Hapn3u?! Ecnu 60uThCs U ClIeqyeT KOro-To, Tak 3TO eMy, Beib OH O0UTCS MeHs!» — «f He TOBOpHUTI,
YyTO ThI GOUIIbCS Moero aanu Hapsu...» — mouTu He cuepxkuBas cebsi, mpousnec Kypoma. Ho TyT xke
nobaBun: — «HeT, THI OnATH YecTeH». JIuio HapyTo mokpacHeno. OH XOTeNl OIPOBEPTHYThH CIIOBA
KypoMmtl, HO... 0eMCTBUTENBHO, OH 00SJICS, XOTS He TOT0, YTO IpourpaeT Haa3u, a Toro, 4To He
CMOXKEeT OTOMCTHUTD 3a XuHaTy. Hag3u Obls1 04eHb culieH, U faxe JIi, KOTOpHIM MOT ofoseTh Cacke,
TOBOPUJI Tak. JIu 3agBisN, YTO cCpenu Tpoux Haf3u — caMblil CUNIbHBIM, TPEBHIAIONINY 00YHEIE
cuybl TeHNHOB, ¥ HapyTo Bupmen Motk JIu Ha gene. [IpoTuBoCTOATH JIM 03HAYaI0 He UMETh HU
MaJienero maHca Ha mobeny. Cyas mo BceMy, ¥ Hero OBUIM [[Ba MOILIHBIX OpPYykKus — dyakpa Kypome
¥ TeXHHUKa IIpU3bIBa, HO HapyTo Bce paBHO MCIBITHIBAJ CTPax. 9TO HOpMajbHas peakIus.
BcioMHUTE, Kak BBl BOJTHOBAJIUCH Ilepel BCTYIUTEILHEIMU 9K3aMeHaMu. [laxke eCJiy Ballll OLIEHKU
OBLIM XOPOILKMMHU, TPEeBOTa BCe paBHO HakaTkiBaeT. KypoMa Habmiofasn, Kak sMomuu HapyTo
MEHSIIOTCS C THeBa Ha HeXXeJlaHUe, a 3aTeM Ha yTpaTy — JaXke ero B3TJIA[ CTaHOBUJICS Bce Ooree
TYCKJIBIM. HapyTo yBUEJ CBOE OTpaXkeHue B Bofe: — «f He X04y IPOUTPEIBATh, HO... MOTY JIH 5
nercTBUTENbHO MobenuTh? Toro Ham3u». Kypoma CKIOHUII TOJIOBY, ¥ OTPazKeHHe B BOe ITOKa3aJio
burypsl yenoBeka u 3Bepsi. OOUH CMOTPEN B OTpaXKeHue C JIUI[0M, IIOTHEIM YTPAaTHl, a APyro — ¢
XOJIOOHBIM CIIOKOWCTBUEM. — «TBI X04elllb ApaThCca? X0uellb mo0equTs? Unu TH IPOCTO XOYEelTh
ctaTth UyHHHOM?» — ronoc KypoMbl BOPYT CcTal XOJIOAHBIM, KakK CHia, KOTopas 3acTaBisia HapyTo
3aMupaTh, KOTa OHU BIEPBLIE BCTPETUINCH. HapyTo pacTepsisncs u, He TOHUMas, TOGHSJI B3TJIAM Ha
Kypomy: — «410?» — «YTO UMeHHO?» — KypoMa BCTaJs, ¥ MOIIHAA YaKpa 3all0IHUIIa 3alepTyio
kKoMHaTy. He Oymp oH mop 3ampetoM, HapyTo Bpsig nu BeimepaKas Obl ¥ CeKyHAb. CTUCHYB 3yOHI,
HapyTo OTBETHUII C TTOIHOM PEeIIMMOCThIO B I'ma3ax: — «f xouy nobeguth!» KypoMa ycMexHyICs ¢
HECKOJIPKO KeCTOKOM yiIei0KoM: — «Ecnu Mbl He 1o6enuM, B 60pb0e He GymeT cMbiciia. Ecnu ThI
IIPOUTpaeltb, CTaTh YyHMHOM HUYEro He [acT. Tak 4TO TH X0Yellh T00eOuTs... BepHO?» HUKTO He



CpaxaeTcs, YTOOH ITPOUTPATh, U HUKTO HE CTaHET [[2KOHMHOM I10CJIe IT030PHOTO ITOPaXKeHM .
He3aBucuMO OT TOT0, CTPEMHUTECH JIX BH K 000 UJIM XOTUTE CTATh CUJIbHEE, KOHeUHAas I1eJTb —
nobena. — «[Ja». — HapyTo KUBHYJI C PeIEMOCThI0. — «Tak 1moyemy ke Thl Ooulrscsa?» — Kypowma,
ycMexasich, 3afiajl BOIIPOoC: — «Bpar ofuH, a TH TOXKe OJUH, TaK 4TO 60ATHCSA-TO HEYEero!» —
«OTCTyINIeHUe BeeT UMb K CTapeHUI0, @ TPYCOCTh K CMePTH». ITU CJI0Ba IIPOM3HEC 3aHTely
Wuuromy B anume «bnuu». Kaxercs, Hudero ocobenHoro. Ho Bemb Bce 3aBUCUT OT KOHTEKCTa. Ecnu
THl HaXOAUIILCS B OTIACHOM MeCTe, Tie HY2KHO CpaXKaThCs, ITe OOHO IIopaXKeHue 03HadyaeT CMEePTB,
MOXKEIIb JIM THl BBI3BATh B ce6e CMeJI0CTh cpaxkaThCsa? BopoThes 3a mobeny? BobIIMHCTBO NToei Ha
3eMiie He CIIOCOOHEI Ha 9TO, HO B 9TOM MHUpe, IIOJTHOM CPaXKeHU! MeXOy HUH/35, 9Ta (Ppa3a MOOXOOUT
IIOYTH BCEM CUJIbHHIM HUH[A35. HU OOuH HUHA3S He CTAHOBUTCS CUJIbBHEE, OTCTYIIas, a TPYCH He
IIOJIy4aloT IaHca cTaTh cunbHee. HapyTo, Cacke u Kopm3uma — Bce oHUM HUH[34. CaKypa U Ipo4ue
repou U3 aHUMe TOXKe He NOOUIIUCh POCTa, CllacasiCh OT TPYIHOCTEN U cTpaxa. CapyToOu XupyseH,
O[VH U3 BeIMKHX HUHA3S, OTCTYIINII IIepel BHEITHMM BparoM paAyu TakK Ha3hlIBaeMOT0 Mupa B
nepeBHe. B MOMEHT ero OTCTYIIJIEHUS OH IepecTas ObITh HUHA3S U CTaJl MPOCTO MOTUTHKOM. OH
HayaJ yMaTh O BEITOfle ¥ YOBITKAX, a He 0 TOM, YTOOK pacTu yepe3 nobeny. Ecnu Ol 0H He morud Ha
nosie 6051, CapyTo6u Xupy3eH ocTacsi OB IPOCTO OOBIYHBEIM CTapukoM. OpoBUYUMapy, B
OIpeneIeHHOM CMBICIIe, IIPEe0CTaBUJI CBOEMY YUYUTEJII0 [IOCTIeNHUY [IIaHC Ha IIOHUMaHue
OoCTOMHCTBA. TakuM o6pa3oM, Tpo Kypomy mMoxkHO Ov110 OB TOgyMaTh Beceso. KoHoxa Korga-To
TrOpOUIach OBYMST HUHMA3S — BeMMYaHIIUMU B Mupe. KypoMa OblT MpUPOIHON KaTacTpodoi, HO pa3Be
€ro He Io¥WMay, KaK IyIIMHKY, Ba 3TUX YejioBeKa? A cendac KoHoxa faxe He OCMeIMBaeTCs
IIPOTUBOCTOSATL eMy. CMEIITHO II0JIe MOJIST — OHU PAaCCUMUTHIBAIOT UCIIOJIb30BATh MOJIOAEXKE, YTOOH!
coepxuBaTh ero. Ecnu 651 HapyTo He npor3Ben Ha KypoMy BrieyaT/ieHue B OpUTHHAJe, U KOTTla
yakpa HapyTo momHoCThIO cruiach ¢ KypoMo#, Bech MUDP HUHA3S MOT ObI OKa3aThCs IOJI BIIACThIO
Karyu Ootsutsuki. CmemHas nonutuka. OH, CapyTo6u Xupy3eH, JaBHO 3a0bIJT, YTO TaKOe HUHA3S.
Cuwurtan cebst TuOepoOM, CMEIITHBIM JTUAEPOM, IT0IaraloIiMCs Ha CBOI0O HEOCBEIOMIIEHHOCTbD.
KapTuHKa 13 opuUTrHHaa CKIaAblBaiach CIUIIKOM yoauyHo. Ecnu Okl B KAKOM-TO MOMEHTE ITPOM30IIIa
ournOKa, Bcs UCTOpUs pyxHyna Ovl. Terneps Kypoma yxe He ToT KypoMa, u clieHapuit U3MeHUIICS.
[ToueMy cTOUT HafiesAThCS Ha abcypmgHoro nupepa? Poct HapyTo mpoponkaeTcs, HO eMy yXke He
oynet nognepxkku Kypomel. YTo kacaeTcs Cacke, To KypoMa He UCIBITEIBAJI K 3TOMY ITAapHIO U3
KjlaHa Y4uxa HU4Yero X0pollero; ero CUMIIaTUX OCHOBBIBAJIUCH NUIlb Ha Capage. — «OTCTymnneHue
IIPABOOUT JIUILb K CTaPEHUIO... TPyCOCTh BefleT K CMEPTH...» — HapyTo MOBTOPHUI 9T ¢paskl, C
HeIOyMeHHEM TSI B IIyCTOTY, IOX0XKe, OH YTO-TO IIOHSJI, HO JINIIb BCKOJIb3b, KaK BETED, KOTOPHIHI
He ylaeTcs moiMaTth. KypoMa 3To MoHKMMaJ, Beb 3TOT ITapeHb MT0Ka ele Monof. Ecnu 0wl meso
KacaJloCh ero OyOyIIero «si», OH OBl MMOHST UCTUHHBIN CMBICTT 3TUX CJI0B. HO HE CTOUT CIENIIUTh.
Pactetr HapyTo, HaunHaeTcs ero nyTh ¢ «[llunnypmeHa», a ceyac — Kak pa3 ero goMm, Kypoma. —
«JlagHo, ecnu y Tebs elle eCTh BOMPOCH, AyMal Haj OTBETOM caM», — CKa3an KypoMma,
IIepeBEePHYBIINUCH U 00J1alast CAaMOIOBOILHEIM BhIpakKeHHeM. — «Ecu He CMOXKelIllb, UOU TyOa, The
HayasiaCh TBOS Me4Ta, BO3MOXKHO, TaM Thl Hallflelllb HYKHBIM 0TBeT». Ha camoM [ene, Ha 3TOT CUET
He OBLIIO KOHKPETHOI'O OTBETA. HIOJII/I, IIPUBLIKIINE K OTCTYIIJIIEHUIO, OTCTYIIAT, JaXKe €ClIK UM 00 aTOM
HACTONYKBO rOBOPUTE. Te, KTO XKUBET B CTPaxe, HaBCerfla OCTAHYTCS B TeHW. HapyTo HYXKHHI ObLIN He
IyCTHIE CJI0OBa, @ KOHKPETHBIN OTBET. B monmyTtymane HapyTo BeillIen U3 3aepToro npocrpancTsa. OH
He crpocun y KypoMsl, Kak TOT 000 BCeM 3TOM y3HaJl, a IIPOCTO JIeT Ha KPOBaTh C
HEeOIIpee/IeHHOCThIO B T0I0Be. BO3M0XKHO, U3-3a MBICIEH B ero roroBe HapyTo BpeMeHHO 3a0bl 0
CTpaxe, ¥ eMy y[aJoCh YCHYTbh. A MOHSATH BCe 3TO WM HET — pelaTh eMy. Kypoma ¢
yIoBIETBOpPeHKeM Habmiofas, Kak HapyTo MOTUXOHBKY 3aCHIIAET, 3aKPHIJ I'/1a3a, U B TEMHOM
3aepToM MMPOCTPaHCTBE NUIIb HEMHOTO CBETUIIUCH 3alleYaTaHHbIe ABEPH, OIIYILaI0Ch HEUTO,
yyxkpnoe yakpe ¥ Hapyro. ...Ilocne monrux pasgyMuil Ha NPOTSAXKEeHUU BCcel Houu HapyTo Tak u He
IIOHSJI, YTO UMen B BUgy Kypoma. OH omIyIasi, 4To 9TO Kak-TO CBS3aHO, HO He IIOHMUMaJl, II04eMY
MMEHHO TaK. YTpoM HapyTo BIepBhle He MpOoCHal, HO, IPOCHYBIINCH, BCE PaBHO OB HEMHOT'O
pacCTepsH. YMBIBH_II/ICB, OH CXBATHUJI CBOIO HUHO3A-CYMKY 1 HAIIPABUJICA K MECTY IIPDOBEJEHUSA TPDETHETO
payHaa sk3aMeHa YyHuH. JT0 OBIJIO KPYIIHENIIIee COPEBHOBaHKE B KOHOXe, BMeIaloIee ThICIYHN



3putenei. [Jaxke CTOs Ha Kpalo IEPeBHHU, TPYAHO ObII0 OB YBUAETH BCIO MyONnuKy. Ha MecTe MOXKHO
OBLIO PA3TISAETh YIoJl IJIOMAAKHY, U TaM OBITH CITeI[HaTbHO TIOATOTOBIEHE MECTa [JIs CUTbHEHIINX.,
ITo cyTu, Bcs mIomagKa CyieCcTBOBala pPafyu JeEMOHCTPAlMOHHEIX 60eB. KoHe4YHO, 3TO MeCcTo He
OTKpBIBanoch 0e3 HamoOHocT. HapyTo BEIIIEN U3 loMa U, TS Ha MECTO COPeBHOBaHUY U3[alieKa,
B €r'0 T0JI0BE BO3HUKIJIO OIIyIeHue, OyATO Tojoca 3pUTesieil JOHOCUIIUCH 10 HETO, TTOIHEIE
HeHaBUCTU. ONyCTUB B3TJISA, OH He Pellajcs CMOTPETh, Ha eTo Juile ObI0 BUOHO YHEIHUE U
CcoMHeHUe. BHe3anHo OH Hayal COMHEBAThCS, CTOUT JIM MY 3[eCh HaXOOUTLCS, BEOb B IIEJIOM Cejie
€ro He TaK y2K MHOTO JIIOfiel IPUBETCTBOBao, KpoMe Kakaxu u yuutens. OH marayn snepen. OH
momKeH ObIT 0OKa3aThCs O/IMKe K MEeCTY, HO OIIyIeHre ObIJI0 TAKUM, CJIOBHO OH OTHAJISIETCS OT HETO.
YTpeHHUI CBET Iafiajl C BOCTOKA, MPOOMBAsiCh CKBO3b IIe/IN MEXKY IOMaMU U IePEBbIMU, U
oTOpachBaj IJIMHHYIO TeHb 3a HUM. B3risig CKOJIb3HYNI MUMO, ¥ TeHh Ha MTHOBEHUE TI0Ka3asach,
CJIOBHO IpuHsa ¢popmy [deBsaTuxBoctoro. OH Tep ra3a ¥ BHOBb B3TJISHYII, HO 9TO ObINla JTUIIIh
umo3us. 3a HapyTo nuirk ero coGCTBEHHAS TEHb.
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