CoH OBIT TUIIH CHOM, HO UMEHHO BECHOM 1 IIPUIIIEN B 3TOT MUP. MHe NIPUCHUICS CTPaHHBINA COH, B
KOTOPOM 5 IIPEeBPATUICA B OPAaHXKEBYIO JIUCY, CYIIECTBO 110 UMeHU Yakpa. CTapuk CcKa3al MHe, 4TO
MeHS 30BYT KypoW, 1 4TO 51 — XBOCTATHIM 3BEPh, a 3aTeM... OH ymep. [To3xke g nepebpasics B jiec u
npoBeJi 6ecyucieHHbIe TOOH B 6e3MATeXKHOM oguHoYecTBe. OnHaK L KO MHe IIPUIIa Ipynna
JIIOEN U CKa3aja, YTO X04YeT IIOMMAaTh MeHd. fl Ches IBOMX U3 HUX, HO OHM JIUIIBb OKa3aJuCh B MOEM
JKeyOoKe, CJIOBHO OCTaTKU CTapuka, ¥ He Morubiu. BHyTpy MeHs Hadascs OeCIOPSNOK, U 5 He
BBIepKaJl — UX IIPUIIIOCH BEIPBaTh 00paTHO. Co BpeMeHeM U OHHM YMepJIU. 3aTeM KO MHe IOJoIIeNT
TAHI[OP C BEJIUKOJIEMTHBIMY T'JIa3aMU U 3asBUJI, UTO X04eT, YTOOH! 5 cTas ero cobakoi. S oTkazancs, u
BCKOpPE 0Ka3aJiCs B HEBOJIE, a OH... Toxke norub. [Tocie aToOro 51 0Ka3asics 3amnedaTaH B yTpobe
JKEHIIUHEL. JTa XeHIHa Oblla OYeHb CUJIbHOM, He yCTyIana MHe, HO B KOHEUHOM UTOTe U OHa
ymeprna. [lepen cBoeil cMepThIO OHA Ilepefaia MeHsS OPYroy XXeHIUHEe — PHIKEeBOJIOCOM, KPaCUBOH,
HO U OHa BCKOpE Iajijia KepTBoY, yOuTass MHOU. XOTS 5 HE XOTEJI €€ CMEPTH; B TOT MOMEHT MEHS
KOHTPOJIXPOBaJI MaCKUPOBAHHBIY 4yesioBeK. Kak TOIbKO KOHTPOJIb IPEKPATHUIICH, S YK€ COBEPIIIIII
CTpaIIHOE, HO 3TO HU B KOEM cJlydae He ObUI0 MOUM HaMepeHHeM. [1oToM s 0Ka3asics 3amedaTaH B
XkuBoTe pebeHka. [1o cux IOp, ceiyac... 1 BCE elll€ BHYTPU Hero, Habmogas, KakK ero NpUTeCHSIOT,
1301Bal0T U pyranT. MoxeT ObITh, BCKOpPE 3TOT ITapeHb YMPET, HO KaKOe 3TO UMeeT OTHOIIEHUE KO
MHe? B03MO0KHO, KTO-TO APYroi MpUeT, 4ToOH 3aledaTaTh MEHS CHOBA. B xyfiieM ciydae, S IPOCTO
Oymy CMOTpeTh TeNleBU30p. XOT4 3TO He JIydlllee pa3BiedeHne, HO, 10 KpallHell Mepe, JOBOJIbHO
3axBaThiBamwlle. U Torga... 1 mpocHyscs...Kypoma OTKpHI rila3a. 3HaKOMBIN ITOA3€MHBIM TOHHEIb,
IIPUBLIYHEIE 3alledyaTaHHBIE PELIeTKH, HO YTO-TO II0Ka3aJI0Ch eMy UHEIM. B maMaTu BO3HUK OPYTOU
4eJIoBeK, B IPYTOM MUpe, T'e He CYIeCTBOBaIO0 YaKphl, HU HUHL3S, a OH OBLJI IPOCTO ITePCOHAXKeM
anume. [Togoxnute, 1 — Kypoma? HeT, kaxeTcs, 4... 3eMngauH? Kak MeHs 30ByT? Kypoma 3a051,
faxke B 9TOT MOMEHT He 3Has, IBJIIeTCS JIM OH XBOCTATHIM 3BEPEM 110 UMeHU Kypoma unm xe
3eMJITHCKUM Cy1iecTBOM. OH MIPHUITYPUII I'J1a3a U IepeBepHYIcS: — «3a0yabTe 3TO, IPOCTO CUUTANTE
MeHs KypoMoui». B cnenyooiyo CeKyHIy OH 3aMep, Ijla3a ero CTajlu OCTPEIMU: — «ITO
BOCIIOMMHAHUE BIUSET Ha MeHd?» — «...f He ncuxuyecku 0oyeH». Teno paccnabunock, Kypoma yman
Ha 3eMJII0 B HeyMeCTHOU 1o3e. OH MOJHAN [IpaByIo JIally ¥ IOCMOTpPeN Ha Bogy: — «OU, 3H, 9, 3[eCh
CIIUIIKOM MHOTO Bofbl. HempusiTHo craTh». — «bax!» OH ygapui ymamnou o 3eMJiio, OpbI3THA BOAHL
pasnetenuch. Kypoma cepauto risifen Ha 3eMiit0: — «IIpoKyaTee YenoBeyecKue BocnoMuHanus! He
HaJeeTech BH MIOBIUATH Ha MeHs!» TIociie 3TUX CJIOB OH CHOBa pacciabuics u Kak 6yaTo BEJOXHYII
BCIO CBOIO 3/10CTh: — «JIafHO, 3a0bLIM, IPOIIJIO CTOIBKO JIET, S HOJIKEH ObLJT IPUBEIKHYTEY. — «...»
JInno KypoMmsl npusANo yrpioMed Bu. OH XOTell IPOKJISCTh, HO BCe PyraTeibCTBa B er0 aMaTu
ObLIM U3 BOCIIOMHHAHUY TOTO YyesioBeKa. OH yxKe IOYTH 3a0bU1, Kak pyraTecsi. C CEpAUTHIM B3[0XOM
OH TepeBepHYyJicd. Kypoma 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO CTal He co60i. U re B 3TOM CTpaHHOM MHUPE TaK MHOTO
npokIsTUi? OH KU GOJIbIIe THICSAYM JIET XU HUKOTMIa He CIBIIIal Takux cioB. — «K gepty!» —
BOCKJIMKHYJI KypoMa, jiexxa Ha CliuHe. — « 4 IpoCTo He MOT'y 0CTaBaThCS B 9TOM IIPOKJIITOM MECTe HU
MUHYTHI, MHE HY2KHO Ha#iTu crioco6 o6MaHyTh HapyTo». MrHOBEeHUE CIIYCTS OH 3acThlI. Heyxkenu o
TOJIBKO 4TO IIpOU3HeC 3T0? Ero opaHkKeBoe JIALO CTalo KPaCHEIM OT CMYLIeHUS. SIBHO CepHsCh, OH He
3HaJI, Kyga OeTh CBOM T'HeB, U NUIb Oypdas Ha cebsi. YecTHO roBops, B 3TOT MOMeHT Kypoma xoTen
Obl yoapuTh ce0s IBaXK[bl, UM Jaxe MocnaTh cebe IBa KOMETH XBOCTATHIX 3Bepeil. Bemb oH
IEeBSTUXBOCTBIM, CaMasi MOII[HAS CYITHOCTh CPEU XBOCTATHIX 3Bepel, mobumen Mynpena Illectu
[IyTen, a Teneps, OKa3bIBAETCS, IOABEPKEH BIUAHUIO Ye0Be4eCKou maMaTu! YTo-To sIBHO IOIIO HE
Tak... — «IIdp!» — cepmuro BrIpyrancs KypoMa, XJIONHYB jlanlaMy 10 3eMJie U Habmionasi, Kak Bofa
pasneTaeTcsl BOKPYr. BHyTpeHHNY THEB HaKaThIBa/l C HOBOU CUJION. B crenyoulyo CeKyHay OH
yBUZEJI CBOIO JIEBYIO JIally, XJIOMHYBIIIYIO 10 3eMJie, ¥, pa3BePHYBILUCE, CeJl, IPUIIYPUB IJla3a: —
«Brnusier Ha MeHs?» OH yCTaBUJICS Ha CBOIO JIEBYIO JIally, CJIOBHO UCCJIeNysl BOCIOMUHAHUS TOU
YaCTH, 4YTO [IpUHAajIexkana 3eMISHUHY: — «ThHl IyMaells, YTO MOXKelllb IIOBIUATEL Ha MeHs1, Kypoma?
[Toxoxke, MHe IPUOETCS MOKa3aTh Tebe, Ha 4TO s criocoben». — «Xmdp!» — ¢ ropasM GEPKaHbeM
Kypoma npoTsiHy IpaBylo namny U... BOpyr CUIbHO XJIONHYI J1€BOM 1anol, — «C 3TOro MOMeHTa 4,
Kypowma, ctanoBmtocs 'o LI3uHOM, @ TBOS jIeBas jlanla — 3TOT IPOKJIATHY 3eMIsgHUH. [laBail! Bymem
OpaThCs ApyT ¢ apyrom!» [1eBATh XBOCTOB BOCXOOUJIU 3a €r0 CIIMHOU, CO3[aBasl yCTpallaolly0



atmocdepy. OTpoMHOE KOJTMUECTBO YaKpPHI 3aIlI0THUIIO BCE 3areYaTaHHOe MPocTpaHcTBo. OmHA JTHIIb
n30BITKA YaKphl MOTJIa Obl 3acTaBUTh XaTake 55 mokpacHeTh OT cMyileHusi. K Tomy ke B
3amevyaTaHHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE MHOTHA pa3faBaiuch ¢pa3sl Bpofae: «Kakoro yepra, T CMeelb
COIIPOTUBIIATHCA?», «XOPOIIIO, TeIleph THI IIPUBJIEK MOE BHUMaHue», «Jlydllle He UCIO0JIb3yH 3Ty PYKY»
1 of00HbIe HeOXUaHHEIe uaen. A Takxke «[IoueMy THl Tak OonbITEH?», «f He yenoBek! JOJO!»,
«JlaBaii, MOOLITOXKUM TBOU TPEXU» U Mpoune. XOTsI HU OJUH He CIIHIIIAJ 3TOTr0, Becenasi aTMocdepa
BHTAaJIa BO BCEM 3amevyaTaHHOM o0nacTu. ... [[xKupalis CTOSI Ha Kpalo yTeca, Habmogast, Kak HapyTo
nagaeT B Oe3MHY, ero B3TJISO HAllOMUHAI MIeHSIYni, OPoLIeHHBN B oquHO4YecTBe. OH XOTeJl CIlaCTH
HapyTo, HO 3Has, 4TO 9TO He B ero cujax. [IKupals CMOTpeJ Ha Hero, ero rpasas pykKa
HEOCO3HaAHHO CXKajach B Kynak: — «HapyTo, ecTb TOJIbKO OfMH c110co0 criacTu ce6si, Thl 3HAEIIb, YTO
menath». f Bepio B Te6sI, Be[b TH ero ChIH. TeM BpeMeHeM HapyTo, magas B 6e3nHy, mpoOoBa
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE CIIOCOOBI cIacTu cebsi, HO BCe OBINO TIIeTHO. Korfa 3eMIIsi CTPEMUTENIBHO
npubIuXKamack, OH 0CO3HaJ, YTO Tu00 CTAaHET KeTYYIoM, T00 OBOLIHEIM canaToM. M TpeBora
oxBaTuia ero. OH BCIIOMHUJI CBOIO XKM3Hb, XOTh OHA [IJIUIaCh BCET'0 OECSTh JIeT, HO OblyIa IIOJTHA
JXKeCTOKOCTHU U IpuTecHeHuu. Ho ymupats oH He xoTen! YMepeTs Tak — He ero pellenue! OH Bce ele
MeuTan cTtaTh Xokare! Xotes, 4ToOH Bce ero y3Hamnu! XoTes, 4ToOb eMy Haluiu paMeH B Munpaky!
A ToT noxoTnuBklii Myapel! Xots [Kupaiis ¥ MOATOJIKHYJI €T0 B IIPOIacThb, HO OH OB OMHUM U3
HEMHOT'UX UCTOUYHUKOB Tellia B ero xXu3Hu! — «HepT Bo3pMu! Yakpa, Beixogu!» — 3akpudan HapyTo,
€ro rjla3a HaJIMJIUCh KPACHBIM, OH GBICTPO CKJIaABIBAJI TIeYaTH, KaK HUKOT{la paHee, IepeMelInBast
CBOIO YaKpy ¢ OellleHo# NHTEHCUBHOCTHIO. [I0YTH OMHOBPEMEHHO KpacHasi YakKpa B3Mblla, 3al0JTHSs
€ro TeJlo, CJIOBHO BO3HUKJIA U3 HAOTKY/a, M €r0 CO3HaHNEe MIHOBEHHO 0Ka3aJIoCh B 3alle4aTaHHOM
IpocTpaHCcTBe. [log3eMHbBIN BOJOEM, ITOUTH TUIIEHHEIN CBETa, OBIIT TEMHBIM, YTPIOMBIM, ITOTHEIM
OTYAsTHUS ¥ OJMHOYEeCTBa. HapyTo CTOSII B 3TOM 3alleYaTaHHOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE; €T0 PYKHU BCE ellle
HAXOOUIUCh B COCTOSIHUY JKEeJIAHUS CII0OKUTh IedaTu. ITO ObUT ero MepBHIH IIar B 3alle4aTaHHOe
IIPOCTPAHCTBO, BIIEPBHIE OH CTAJIKUBAJICS C 3TUM IIOYTHU 0CSI3a€MBIM MPadyHbIM y2KaCOM. — «ITO~
Hopora~ HemHoro~» I'oytoc mOHOCHUIICS U3 caMO¥M TTTyOWHEBI BOJOeMa, 3By4all FPOMKO |
BEeIMYECTBEHHO, UCXOMS U3 IIyCTOTr0 0TBepcTUd neper HapyTo. OH mO4yBCTBOBA, YTO PSOOM €CTh
yakpa, OTPOMHas, 3arafjouHasi ¥ OOUHOKAasI, HO caMa OHa Orlja BOIIJIOIIEHUEM 3JIa, KPOME XO0JI107la, OH
He YyBCTBOBaN HU4Yero. — «['motok» — HapyTo crnoTHyn saliva, OH TO4yBCTBOBAI JIETKUHU CTPax.
XoTs ero Ha3kIBAIM HUH[35, OH BCE elre OB BCETO JINIIb ABEHAALATUIETHUM MaJbYUKOM. B 3T0
MHUPHOE BpeMs TeHUH He UMeJl BO3MOXKHOCTH IT0IIaCTh Ha IoJie 605 1 penko Buaen KpoBb. OH
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U ITOCMOTPEN BOKPYT. [Iepen HUM ObIJT TEMHBIM BOOEM, OTKYOa MCXOOMIa
OTrpoMHas, ycTpalllaiolllasi 4YaKpa, a 1o3afgy Toxke Obljla KpoMeIllHas ThMa, IoIHas Abp. HapyTto He
3HaJ, TOe OH, ¥ 4TO ero X[eT, HO BCe Yallle CHbIlIai, Kak KTO-TO 30BeT ero. B cnemyioInyi cCeKyHay
OH cxaJt 3y0Obl, CTpax B €ro riia3aXx CMEHUJICS PeIrMOCThi0. OH IIarHy B CTPYSIIYIOCS BOTY, JIUIIIb
YyTh IPUKPHIBIIYIO €T0 JIOABIXKKY, U YBEPEHHO HAIPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY 3ByKa. OH X0TeJl y3HaTh, YTO
JKe 3TO0 3a CyILIeCTBOCO CTOJIb OTPOMHOMU, HO 37104 Yakpou. Korma HapyTo gBurasncs, OH OBEPHYJICI
Ha ITOBOPOTE BOJOeMa ¥ YBHUIE OTPOMHYIO... TIOPEMHYIO Beph? HapyTo OB B 3aMelaTeNnbCcTBe. EMy
He y[aBaJioCh IIOHATH, I0YeMy TYT CTOUT TIOPEeMHas gBeph Bhille BOPOT KoHoxu. UTo XKe 371ech
3ameyaTtaHo? Y BOpPYT, U3 TEMHOTHI, ITI0Ka3aluCh ajible 3padyky, CIOBHO CMOTpsIIre Ha HapyTo ¢
KPOBOXKAIHOCTEIO. ['11a3a, 60sbiie ero COOCTBEHHEIX, MTOTHEI JKaXK Ikl ¥ Xonoga. — «Torga~ Jlro~
Hyna~ Ilogxogu... Uou Buepen... [logxogu...» — ronoc cTaHOBUICS sicHee. — «ThlL... YTo 3a
yepToBIIMHA?» — HapyTo OblI B CTpaxe, HO IOHUMAJ, YTO 60SThCS Henb3sl. OH CTUCHYIT 3Y0HI,
CTapasiCh CKPHITh MaHUKY. — «[logxomu...» — royioc nuib noBropsn, — «Ilogxomu...». HapyTo
CTHUCHYII 3yOBI, HOTY APOXKAJK, HO OH He cOOUPAsICS OTCTYIaTh, OH XOTEJI ITOHSTh, UYTO CKPLIBAETCS 3a
9TOU ABEPHI0. MeaIeHHO MOAX0/s, OH OKa3ascsd Iepeq TIOPEMHOU ABEPBIO U B 3TOT MOMEHT YBUTET,
YTO HaxomuTcst BHyTpHU. Kak OyaTo Bapyr HapyTo cTosiI, KaK BKOIIAaHHBINA, 0€CCMBICTIEHHO TIISAs
BHYTPb. YTO 9TO 3a CyLIeCcTBO? ['MraHTCKOE TEJI0, CTPALIHOE AbIXaHue ¥ KPOBaBhIM POT, TOTOBHIU
MIOTJIOTHATh, HAIlOMUHANIN MOHCTPA U3 CKa3Ku. OTKPHITHIM KPOBABLIM POT, CIIOBHO TOTOBSIIUUCS
npornotuthk. HapyTo He Mor gBurathcs. [IpsMo 34ech OH OIIylfag HEUMOBEPHLIN X010, UCXOOAIINT
OT OTPOMHOTO Tejla. 3a CIIMHOM YymoBHUIla Konebanuck OeBSITh XBOCTOB. X KpacoTa Oblna



HEeCTEeCTBEHHOM — 3T0 Oblna JIUIIb CMEPTh. [laXke OOUH U3 HUX, VIIaB, YCTPOuUI Obl KapKac, He
OCTaBUB IIaHCa Ha cllaceHrue. ManeHbKU... [lepen MUIIOM 3TOT0 OIPOMHOTO0 YymoBuila HapyTo
ourymasn ce6ss HUYTOKHBIM ¥ 6€CCUIBHBIM. Y KOT'0-TO €CTh CUJIBI ITPOTUBOCTOSITh TAKOMY MOHCTPY...
HapyTo He 3HaJ, 4TO, MOXKEeT OLITh, UETBEPO JII0fiel, BEICeUeHHBIX Ha Xokare, o0namanu
BO3MOXKHOCTSIMU. — «[JIOTOK...» — CHOBa CTJIOTHYJI OH. YOUBJIEHHHIH, OH Kak OyaTo Oosncs
IIPOU3HECTH cJI0Bo. OH XKOajl, BO3MOXKHO, CYIIeCTBO Iepe HUM CMOXKeT 00IaThCs, 110 KpanuHen
Mepe, Iiepeql TeM, Kak IPOU3HeCeT cenylomyio Gppa3y, HapyTo He 3HaJ, KaK K HEMY IOJOUTH. ITO
OBl cTpax... [la, 9TO TaKoe MPOCTOe YYBCTBO, 0€3 UITUIITHUX dMOIHH. IT0 Obl1 cTpax. OH CMOTpeN Ha
MOHCTPa 3a [IBePhI0 C PACKPHITEIM PTOM, OYITO TOT CMESJICS, HO TaKiKe ITOXO0XKHUM Ha PhIIAioIIero.
KpacHas yakpa HalloJHs/Ia Bo3ayx, HapyTo 3Has, 4To 3T0 4akpa 3Toro uynoBuia. OH OBIT 0O4eHb
YYTKHM, MOT OIIyIIaTh SMOIMH APYTUX, HO Ilepef TaKoW YaKpou 3TO OblJI0 6eCrofie3H0: KpoMe
HeTaTUBHBIX 3MoIui, HapyTo He 4yBCTBOBal HUYEero. MOHCTP OBUHYJICS, €T0 PyKa OKa3asiach Ha
IBEPH, OCTPHIE KOTTH OBy mo4TH ¥ HapyTo Ha Bumy. OH OTKPBII POT, €T0 TOJ0C OBIJT TUXUM, KaK y
CTaplia, MepexkuBIIero TPYAHOCTH, U KaK y II03Ta, UCIIBITABIIEr0 HEMAJIO CTPaflaHu, HO B HEM
Oonbille Bcero OBIJIO TEPPOpA U yKaca. — «Iu, Torga~ Jlio~ [IlyHa~, OTBETh MHE, CKOJIbKO OyHeT
1000 munyc 7...» HapyTo: «???»
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