"A BoT XkeHIIMHE CTapKOB", - CKa3aJjl OH, CIIOBHO BIIEPBBIE YBUIEB €€ TaKOM, KaKas OHa eCTh. "A Kak
HacueT Teb6s? UTo Tenmeps, Korga TBO# 6paT 6pocui Tebst Ha pacTep3aHue JTbBaM?"

OHa cHOBa cnafiko yieIOHynack. "Torma s cTaHy 1IbBOM, MOM GpaT 0CTaHETCS BOIKOM, U g Oyay
CYaCTJIUBA, IOTOMY YTO OBOE MYXKYUH, KOTOPHIX 5 J1t00I0 60blie BCero, 06a XKUBH'".

I'maBa 7.

Ona TBeppauna cebe, 4To, UTO ObI HU CIIyYUJIOCH CETOIHS, B KOHEUHOM CUeTe 9TO He OygeT UMeTh
3HauyeHus. Ho Bce cTano 651 HAMHOTO IMIPOIIE, U 3TO OBLIIO EWCTBUTEIBLHO TUYHOE, KOTIa OHa CTOsIIa
PSIIOM C KOpPOJIeM, KOTOPHIM He MPOSIBIISA HUKAKKUX 9MOIIKM, HabIiomas 3a TeM, Kak ero MJIafIIyio
CeCTpy yBO34T B 4yXKO0e U JajeKoe KOpoJieBCTBO. PsimoM ¢ Heu mnakan npusil Tommes, u CaHca
HamoMHuJa cebe, 4To He Bce JIaHHUCTEPH ObIM THUIBIME. He OblyTa Takoi u Mupiienia; 06e 0OHU
ye OBIJIM IPUTOBOPEHHI K pacijiaTe 3a I'Pexu cBoeil MaTepu. Eciu Obl OHa MOTJjIa IOMOYb, TO
cmenasa Obl Bce, YTOOBI CIIACTH 3THX HEBUHHEIX JIeTel, He HaMHOTO Miafiie ee camoii. To, uTo Hep
Crapk orpagui uxX oT Mupa, ObIJI0 HeYOUBUTENIPHO, HO OHA 3alaBajiaCck BOIIPOCOM, KaK 9TUM OBYM
MJIa[IIMM 371aTOBAChIM JIaHHHCTEepaM yaaaoCh 0CTaTbCd YUCTHIMU C Cepceen, KX MaTepkIo.

[Tpoxopst MuMo BepxoBHOTO CeNTOHa, OHa Hamuia [xohdpu, KOTOPEIY BO3Bpalancs B 3aMOK, 1
BKJIMHUJIACh MeXay HUM U ['oHYel.

"Mou KOpOJb, - CKa3ajia OHa, HEPBHO OIJISIALIBASACE 110 CTOPOHAM, - S 3HAI0, YTO g BCErO JIUIIb IIIynas
IeBYOHKa..."

"Ila, THl OYeHb riaynas”, - IpeHeOpPeKUTeNbHO OTBETUN [K0obdpH.

"Ho ManeHbKHUE JIIOOU, KaXKeTcs, cepasaTca. Mo coH..."

"9T0 OBIN KOIIMap", - HETEPIIEIUBO IPOCTOHAN OH, Korma Canpop Knuras 3akatun ria3a. "Kopomsm
He CHSITCSI KOIIMAaphl, ¥ HaM He CTOUT 0€CIIOKOUTHCH..."



HaBo3 ygapui ero o royiose, Kak ¥ B IPOLIILIY pa3. Ha MraoseHre CaHca ucnyranach, YTO CTOUT
Mexny YEPToMm u ero Ienbio, HO OH IONaJs, ¥, KaK OHa IOMHWIA, [[:koddpu BIasn B ApoCTh, Kpuda
CBOUM KOPOJIEBCKUM I'BapfieiiiaM, YTOObl OHY Ilepepe3aIy BCeX oJ0falolIiX ropoXkaH BOKPYT.

"Baiita MUIOCTb... 3T0 ObIIO Y2KacHO. OHM Opocau B Bac... HaBO3... ¥ caMu Opocamuch Ha Bac... UX
OBLIO TAaK MHOT'O, YTO OHU OIPOKUHYIM ['OHYYIO ¥ pa30opBaiu ee Ha 4acTH... CrtaBa Ooram, BBl
Oexanu! Ber Hanutn BepxoBHoro CenToHa ¥ MogAepKany ero, ¥ 60ru 3amuTHIN Bac 000UX OT
TOJIIHL... @ MEHSI OHU TOXKE CXBATHJIU, 3alleP/IM B IIepeyiKe, cOOMpauch caeiaTh CO MHOU yKaCHbBIE
BelllY, ITI0Ka cup MepuH He Halllell MeHs U He 0TBeJI 00paTHO B 3aMOK..."

Ecnu ObITH 4eCTHOU ¢ co00M, OHa MaJjIo YTO TOMHMIIA O TOM Y2KaCHOM OHE, KpOME TOT0, YTO
Ixobdpu BEIXKUI, OHA YyTh HEe yMepPIIa, a BepXoBHEIN CENTOH yMep, Kpruya. B 3TOT pa3 oHa xoTena
CKa3aTh, 4TO KpuKH [I3kohdpHu, Korga HU3MIKE JIIOOU Pa3phiBaId €ro Ha YacTH, ObIIM rpoMYe, YeM
KPUKK BepxoBHOTO CEIITOHA, HO y Hee He ObIIO MoKa3aTeNnbCTB. Ee Teno nexano Mexay CaHoopoM H
KoponeM, u ['oHuas 6bita 6ecroMoIrHa, moka JIxodpdpu 6exkan B XBOCTE IPOIECCHH, CTPaX IIOHaBIISLI
ero cma0wIil pa3yM, KOT{la OH MCKaJl yTeIIeHUs Y TOJICTOTO ¥ 0OpeUYeHHOr0 CBSIIeHHUKA.

"Ixoddpu! [Ixopdbpu! Moit ceir! Mol moporow chiu!"

OHa Hapmesmack, 4To OHU 3a0epyT Cepceto ¢ co60M, HO KOPOJIEBCKUE TBAPAEHIIbI, OITPABUBIIKCH OT
BPEMEHHOTO0 Iapajnya, MOTaIUIN KpUUalllyio 1 ObIOIIyI0CS B UCTEPHUKE XKeHIIUHY IIPOUYb, XOTS OHA
CHBIIana, Kak cip MepuH 60pMoTan ei 0 TOM, YTO JIMYHO 3apekeT BCeX MYKUMH, KEHIIUH U JeTel
B brnommuaoM 6oroTe, Kak 6yaTo 3To BepHeT [IKoh(dpHu K ero MaTepu.

"OTo TH BHHOBATA, - 6eCcCTpacTHO 3assBuiIa Cepces, KOToa OHU MOAbeXaln K 3aMKY, XOTs THPHOH U330
BCEX CHJI CTAPAJICS YCIIOKOUTh CECTPY, - THI HAIlleTITala eMy CBOM sif".

Ho HUKTO He 3Hal 0 ee MUYHHIX Oecemax C KOpoJieM, a TO HEMHOT0€, 4TO I'oHyasa yCIieJla y3HaThb 00
6YHTa, OHa I10JIarajia, 94TO OH GYJIGT OEePXKATh IIPU cebe, maxe eciu Y HETO BOSHUKHYT IIOJO3PEHNU .
Y10 KacaeTcs ee caMOH, TO OHa Obljla HACTOJIEKO PICKYCHOfI JTTYHbefI, YTO IIJIaKaJla U IIJIaKalla OT
CTpaxa BCIO mopory oo CcOOCTBEHHBIX TIOKOEB, I'Tie, KOTIa BCe ee CIIy2KaHKH OBITTH 3aHSITHI BMECTO
KOpOoJid, CaHca cMmesinach, CMesnach U CMesnach, IIOKa B ropJje He IIepecoxyio U OHa He MOTI'Jla
ITPOU3HECTH HU 3BYKa, HE ITIOJAaBUBIINUCE. [ToToMm OHa cMessach elre.



Appsa

"Koposnb MepTB? Kako#l CMBICT Aasblile BECTH 3Ty BOUHY?"

OHa 4yTh He NIOIEPXHYJIACh IPU ITUX CJIOBaX. Barnsuys Ha TaliBuHa JlaHHUCTEPa, OHA YBHUETIA B €TO
r71a3ax HeMoAaesbHYyIo nevasnb. Ho emre 6orble OHa yBUeNa THEB U MOHSJIA, YTO €r0 COPaTHUKAM-
JI0pAaM Jydille OaTh CTApUKy MoOHTH ogHOMY. Ho OHa He Morya coepkKaThCs.

"Knsinyck 6oramu, Kak?" - CIIpocujia OHa, a 3aTeM IOcCIelHo fobasuna: "[IpocTute, MUJIOPA. ..
IIPOCTO... MIOKUPYIOLIEe CIIBIIATh".

OH noCcMOTpeEN Ha Hee, U X He IPULITIOCh IPUTBOPSATHCS YOUBIIEHHOM, IIOTOMY YTO HOBOCTD
IerCTBUTEIbHO OBbIIa HIOKUPYIOLIEeH; e moTpeboBaach Kax/aas YHIUS caM0ooOIagaHusi, YTOOH He
YNBIOHYTHCS, HE PACCMESTHCS UM He BCKPUKHYTh OT PAagoCTH.

"B BnouruHoM 60510Te Mpou3oIest OYHT, - cka3an TalBWH, ero rojioc yKe TIIaTeIbHO
KOHTPOJIUPOBAJICS ¥ MOOYJIMPOBAJICS B IPUCYTCTBUU 3HaMeHOCIeB. "[10X0Ke, HECKOJIbKUX AeCATKOB
HuIux 6e3 rpolla B KapMaHe 0Ka3aloCh JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH 0f0JieTh KoponeBCcKyio reapauio..."

"“TBOsI MOYb MOCTYyMHUIIA IJIyII0, OTCTPaHUB cupa bappucrana”, - mpopsidyan AmMopu Jlopx, u Apbs
TIOHSIJIA, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK CJIMINKOM TJIyI, YTOOBl 0CO3HATh COOCTBEHHYIO OIIHOKY.

"A THI - mypakK, ocTaBuB Knurana 6e3 mpuBs3u, YTOOE ero YHUUTOXKMI Po66 CTapk", - cka3as B OTBET
TaiiBuH, €To royioc He IOBHIIIAJICSA [0 KPUKa, HO THeBa OBLIO [OCTATOYHO, UTOOH! IpKBIEeYs BHUMAHUE
BCeX IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX B KOMHaTe. OH BCTaJl U yKa3a Ha peiraps. "OTgaiTe ero rojaoBy 3a U3MeEHY".

"Muopq, - 3alpoTeCTOBa rpyOusH, KOra ero MoTalluId U3 KOMHATHI.

Onu pa3opByT cebst Ha YacTH, Ipexke YeM Mo 6pat mobepeTcs [0 Hux".



"PeuyHble 3eMJIU NTOTEPSIHEI, - yAPY4YeHHO B3MoxHYy1 Opat TaliBuHa KeBaH. "YTéc KacTepnu MoxeT
ObITh TOTEPSIH, @ CTaHHKUC bapaTeoH BLIPEXKET BCEX, B KOM TEYET KPOBb JIaHHUCTEPOB, KOT/Ia BO3BMET
Koponesckytw 'aBaHb".

"T®l mpefaraelrb HaM YCTYIIUTh BCe CeBepHBIe KOPojieBcTBA Po00y CTapKy, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTh IIYCTOH
TPoH?" - cupocun TalBUH, B €r0 T0JI0Ce TEIIEPh CIBIIIAI0Ch CKOPee OTYasHHE, YEM THEB.
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