4 yman Ha KOJeHH, TOHUKHYB T'OJIOBOM:

- Kak xe Tak...

¢ cHOBa B3TJISHYI Ha TaONIMYKY, ¥ II0CJIe 3TOTO CIE3bl HABEPHY/IUCH HAa MOU TJla3a.

- 3a uTo0... YTO 1 TAaKOro crejas, 4ToOw IIonacTh cromal?

Bcé emmé He Bepsl B IPOUCXOAsIIee, 1 CTYKHYII KyIaKoM II0 3eMJie... BO3M0OXHO, 3eMII€...

Yepes3 HECKOIBKO CEKYHI ITOCTIe 3TOTO OeMCTBUS C3ady MEHS pa3fajiCcs TPOMKHUU XJIOMOK. f
OTJITHYJICS Ha3afd ¥ YBUOE 60POJaToro MyKYKWHY, KOTOPHIM C HOT IO T'OJIOBEI OBIT IIOKPHIT CTPAHHOM
HE3HAaKOMOM MHe TKaHbI0 YEPHOTO ILIBETA.

OH pacTepsHHO HayaJl 03UPAThCS 110 CTOPOHAM ¥ BAPYT OCTAHOBUJI CBOM B3TJISI[ Ha OOHOM MECTe.

Tam OblyTa TOX03Kast Ha MO0 TaO/NIMYKa C TOM XKe yKACHOW HaAMKChI0. MyXK4YKHA IIOCTOSJT B CTYIIOPe
Iapy CeKyH, a IIOTOM ero Tjila3a PaCIIMPUIIUCE, ¥ OH SPOCTHO B3peBe. 1 B3APOTHYI U OTCTYIIUI
Ha3afl. MyKUK ITOBEPHYJ KO MHE CBOIO T'0OJIOBY C MCIIyTOM, HO BCKOpE B3TJISM €ro MPUHSJI 37100HBIN
OTTEHOK, ¥ OH C KPUKOM ABUHYJCA Ha MeHs. OT HE0KUIaHHOCTH 5 yIIajl Ha 3eMJII0 U CO CTPaxoM
HaydajJ CMOTPETh Ha NMpubnIuKalomerocs 4eioBeka. f faxe manablieM MOIMIEeBeNUTh He Mor. Korga
MeXKIy HaMM OCTaBaJIOCh OKOJIO IByX METPOB, OH IIPHITHYJI Ha MeHs, BLICTABUB PYKU BIEPEN U
HaMepeBasiCh CXBAaTUTh MEHS 3@ TOPJI0. & MPOCTO UCIYTraHHO 3aKPHIJT I'J1a3a, 0Kuaast 00711 OT YOYIIIbS.

Ho... HM4ero He MPOU30ILIO...
Hy, kpoMe rpoxoTa mo3aau MeHs. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] S OCTOPOKHO OTKPHII r'jla3a 1

TIOCMOTpeJ Ha3afl. TaM BasisijIcs TOT caMbii Myxk4nHa. OH cpa3y 00epHYJICS C BHITYYEeHHBIMU
TJla3aMU U B CTpaxe IPOU3HEC:

- [I-npuspaxk...

Y mocre 3TOT0 OH pe3KOo MOJHSJICS U C BU3TOM Iobexkas oT MeHs. U celiyac y MeHs Ha Julle Oblia
JIVIIE allaThs, CBI3aHHAd C TEM, UYTO I HAYETO He [IOHUMAJl.

HoBompuOrIBINMI, KaK 51, UK OEMOH KaKou-T0? HaBepHoe, IeMOH, Beib OH Cpa3y Ha MeHs
Habpocucs... Ho, MoxXeT, 0H IpOCTO UcIyranca? A ele mpu3pakoM Ha3gal...!?

f 6pICcTpO 00epHYJICS, AyMas, YTO TOT MyXKUKMHAa YBUMeEN NPUBULEHNE y MeHs 3a CIIMHOM, HO TaM
HUKOI'0 HEe 0Ka3aJloCk.

- XM, MeHs Tpu3pakoM Ha3Ban? Hy, s ke yMep, Tak 4To s, Bpofe Obl, ¥ eCTh 00bIYHAs Aylna?
Kcraty, y Hero Ovlna cTpaHHAas ofexpa...

- Het, Hy TOYHO IeMOH, HUKaKUX COMHEHUU.

4, 3aKpHIB I1a3a, 3aKuUBaJ rojioBou. [I0TOM BCIIOMHWII, 4YTO 1 B AQly, ¥ CHOBA IIOTPY3UJICA B YHEIHUE:
- Hy u uto mansme?.. - [Ipo6opmoTart .

HeMHOTro0 yCIIOKOUBIIUCH, S BCTa U ornspencs. OgHa mycToinb. Hukoro. ... Korga 3a MHOU IIPUAYT,
WM KakK TYT BCé paboTaeTt?



Korpga, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MEHSI KUHYT B KHIISIIIEe Macjo 3a BCe MO ITOPOKH!?

Boo06ite-To, 51 He OB PETUTUO3HBIM YEJIOBEKOM, U O MBITKAX B Ay HACJIBIIIaH U3 PACCKAa30B MOei
6a0ymrku. Ho TyT moHeBoIEe MTOBEPHUIIIE!

¢ B KOTOPHBIY pa3 OTJIsfesiCs CHOBA U MMOCMOTpPeEN Ha He60. MyTHO-KpaCHBIH I[BET, U HU OGHOTO
cBeTuna. Ho B pepenax ABYXCOT METPOB OT MeHS BCE ObLJIO BUAHO, KaK IIpu cCyMepKax. Bce aTo
CTPaHHO... XOTS, He CBa/lIUTh JIU BCE 3TO Ha An?

- 9X... - 41 3aKpPHII IUIIO JTAOHBIO U B3MOXHYII.
- Crom, uTo? - JIamoHb KaK-TO CTPAHHO oIlyIanack. Kak OyATo s Kacayics Nuila OgeXmon.

¢l OTKPHIT T7Ia3a ¥ TIOCMOTPEN Ha pyKy. OHa Gbina BCs YépHasd... TO eCTh, TOKPHITA YeM-TO YEPHBIM.
TTocre 9TOTO s TIOJTHOCTBIO OCMOTPET BCE Teno. [la, 0HO BCE GBITIO TIOKPHITO 9TOM CTPAHHOU ONEeXkKIOM.
W y Toro yemoBeKa oHa Oblna Takas xe... Hy, 3HaUuT, 9TO IpocTas yMmepias gymia. Tak, mouyeMy s He
3aMeTun "3T0" Ha cebe paHbIIe?

MeicyieHHOE "pyKa-u1o".

KcraTu, ogessHuEe OKaHYMBAETCA IIPpUMEPHO Ha CepeauHe IIen. qa HOHpO6OBaH OTTAHYTE BOPOTHHUK, HO
He IIOJTY4YUIIOCE.

Bcé BHITISImENo Tak, Kak OyaTo ofexma Obllla HaMepPTBO MPUKIIeeHa K MoeMy Teny... Xex... HamepTso
- OYEHb MTOAXOMUT CUTYAIINH.

Yo XK, celyac s PeIIui IOUTH B ODHOM CJTy4aHOM HaIllpaBJIeHWH. BOpyr mpo MeHs IPoCTo 3a0bImu?
Ila, 3By4UT TJIyIIO, HO YTO EIE MOfeNaTh?

C TaKMMM MBICTISIME 5T M HAIIPaBUIICS TYMa, He 3Hal0 Kyna. M HaWTH TO, He 3HAKO 4TO... XOTs HET,
3HAI0: TIOCKOPee PacciaabuThCs B KUIISAIIEM KOTIIE.

[Tocne mecsaTH MUHYT XOObOHI 5T 3aMETHIT KAKHE-TO TOCTPOMKH.
- B TakOM MecTe XKUBYT HIOOU?..

Korpa nopomeén 6n1uxe, yBunen OOJBIIYI0 apKy BHICOTOU B IIATh MeTpoB. OHa CTpaHHO II00IECKUBAIa,
¥ Ha Hell OBUIM HayepTaHHl Pa3/INYHEIE PYHBI, CUSIOUINEe CUHEBATHIM CBETOM.

KoHeuHO, MOXKeT OBITh OITaCHO IIPOXOAUTD Yepes3 He€, HO... 0T 3TOr0 COOPYKeHUS B 00e CTOPOHEL
pacrnojiarajauch CTeHbI, IOCTPOEHHEBIE U3 HETIOHSITHO KaKOr0 9JIeMeHTa: OHU OBIJIM YEPHBIMHU, KaK
yT0Jib, HO X BCIOY IMOKPHIBAJIA 30JI0TUCTHIE TPEIIUHEL. 3aiepkKaB ObIXaHUe, S IPOIIEIT Yepe3 apKy.
Kaxk TONBKO £ coesialt epBhIy Al 3a Hel, [IBeT PYH BOPYT U3MEHUJICS Ha 30JI0TOM, TaKOU XKe, KaK Ha
TpeIIuHax CTEH.

Bunumo, nioxas 3To OblIa HUOes...

4 pa3BepHysicsa u cobpasics 6exkaThb, HO IPSAMO IIePeN0 MHOM BO3HUKIIA BCIIBIIIKA, ¥ 51 Ha ITapy CEKYHT
ocnern. Korga 3peHue BepHYIIOCH, ST YBUOEN Iepend co00H Mapsulyio B BO3AyXe OPOH30BYI0 KaPTOUKY.
HeoxumaHHO OHa BJIeTENa B MO0 JIEBYI0 PyKy. OT UMIyJIbCa S YIajl ¥ UCIIyTaHHO MOCMOTPETT Ha CBOE
Ipenrieydbe, Kyaa BIeTeNa 9Ta CTpaHHas IITYKa.

- Yépr...



CkKa3aHHOe MHOIO UMeeT [iBa CMbICIIa:

1) CroBo BrIpazkaeT MOE HEOBOIILCTBO CUTYalUeH.

2) 1151 9TOTO Hafo B3T/ISIHYTh Ha KAPTOUKY:

[Ums: He maHO]

[Knacc: Yeprt]

- Yo 3T0 BOOOIIIE 3HAYUT!?

4 BcKpuyan. Maso Toro, 4To "3T0" MPUIHUILIO K MOEX PYKe, TaK U Telepb 3aKaenMuno MeHs Yeprtom!
4 genogek, sicHo!? Y 4to 3HauuT "He mano"? d Humon! [IMutpuii!

4 Ovin B30eIIEH U He 3aMeyall HU4ero BOKPYT. B KOHIle KOHIIOB S BCKpUYall:
- Yépt! Kakoro uépra s uépt!? I'me Bce cTpamanus? 3a uto!? A-aprx!!!

- [114 Ha4yasa yCIOKOUCS, - IIOCJIBILIAICSI TUXUAU T'0JI0C I103aU MEHS.

4 B3gporuyn u 3amonyain. [I0ToM MejieHHO IOBEPHYJICS U YBULEJ CTAPOTro YesioBeKa, 00pOoCIIero
cenoi GOPOMOM U ONETOTO B Ty XKe YEPHYIO TKaHb, UTO U 5. BCE ero muIio ObITIO B XKYTKUX MOPIIHHAX U
OBLTIO CTIOKOMHO. [lasbllle 9TOT CTAPUK ITPOU3HEC:

- UnéMm 3a MHOH.

9T0 OB He BJIACTHBIM T'0JI0C, a TUXUH U Kak O6yaTo npocsmumii. He npuayMaB apryMeHTOB,
II03BOJIAIOIINX HE UATYU C HUM, S IBUHYJICSA 3@ YXOOAIIAM CTaPUKOM.

XOTb OH ¥ BHITTISIAEN IOJO3PUTENBHO, 51 BCE paBHO 3a HUM moImen. [Togyemy? [la 4To-TO 3aX0TENOCH.
Ha raymblit BOpPOC - TTIYIBIA OTBET. JX, €CJIU TOUHee, TO APYTUX BapHaHTOB He ObLIO: HAallpUMeED,
oTKa3zajcs Owl 51, 1 uTo Torga? Ymen? Kyma? [la u s cOox yKe, MHE TepSITh HEYero...

MBI Tak K ST MUHYT, U 51 CTaJl OIYIIATh B3r/IsAOL Ha cebe, XOTh HUKOTO ¥ He BHOel. YTo 3To 3a
nocejieHue, B caMoM feje? Bciony Ovuiu TONBKO U30BI, COeflaHHbIe U3 KPACHOTO JlepeBa, X OHU BCe
OBLTY UOEHTHUYHBI OPKT JPYTY, TOYHO KOMUHU. ITO MECTO IT0X0XKe 00JbIlle Ha UCIIPAaBUTEIbHYIO
KOJIOHUIO, 4YeM Ha Af... X0Ts, BpOfe, 9TAM OH U SBASETCS: TYT 2Ke HaKa3blBalOTCA QYA I'PEIIHUKOB.
Ho... 4T0-TO 3TO MeCTO He MOOXOOUT onucaHuio Aga u3 "boxkecTBeHHON KoMeoun".

CrapuK BHe3allHO OCTAaHOBUJICS, IPephLIBasi MOU pa3ayMbs. OH BCTall Nepes OrpOMHOM KaMeHHOU
IIJINTOU, PacCIOIOKEeHHOM BePTUKANIbHO. Ha Hell BUNHEINCH IIJI0X0Pa3InuuMble YEPHEIE OYKBHI,
KOTOpHIE CKJIa[bIBaIUCh B CJIOBA:

[KomuuecTBo: 147]
[Heuucts: 0]
[HabGepuTe moctaTouyHOE KOMYECTBO, YTOOH y3HATDH OOJIbIIE]

[VcnoBus: 150; 230; 500]



¢l BOIpOCUTENBHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha CTapyUKa, TaK KaK He MMOHUMAJI, 3aYeM OH IIPUBEN MEHS K 9TOH
cTpanHou mnuTe. OH B3TOXHYI:

- Yo XK, IpUBETCTBYeM Te0S B 9TUX KpasX. BeposaTHO, TH HUYEero He MOHUMAaeIlb U B CMSITEHUU OT
3TOM CUTYalluH, HO YBEPSIO: C TOOOM BCE OymeT B mopsigke. MBI TocTapaeMsi OTBETUTh Ha TBOU
BOIIPOCHI, Ha KOTOPhIE 3HAEM OTBET.

I[Tocre 3THUX CJIOB U3-3a JOMOB II0KA3aJICS IECSTOK JIIOfIed B YEPHEIX KOCTIOMAX. 1 HEBOJILHO
OTCTYIIHUI.

- He cTout myratbcsi. Mel He mpuyuHUM Tebe Bpefa, - CKasasia OfHa XKeHIHa. Korpma s mocMoTpen
Ha BCE, 4TO OBIJIO HUXKE €€ TOJIOBH, I YBUMEJ, YTO Ofiexkaa o0yieraeT Ipynb, He MOKa3kbiBas
"BBEIpA3UTENbHEIE" YEPTHI KEHCKOTO TeJa.

4 cen Ha 3emio0. Tak Xe MOCTYIIUIN U Apyrue a0g4. M Toraa nepBeIM A€JI0M S CIPOCHIT:
- 910 Am?
- He 3HaeM, - cKa3any OHHU B TOJIOC.

- B ob1mmem, ecnu TH BUEN T€ TaOIWYKH... - Ha4ajl CTapHK, - TO He JyMal 0 HUX CEPLE3HO. Y HAC
nociie ITpuOLITHS MTOSIBUIOCH MHOKECTBO CAaTAHKUCTOB, KOTOPHIE TeIephb IIPOIaraHgupyT CBOO
PENUTHI0 TaKUM Y2KACHBIM CII0COO0M, IIyTasi HOBBIX JIIONEH, - OH B3[MOXHYIL. - 30eCh HeT CTPadaHui, He
CYHUTasl CKYKH, TaK YTO He OECIIOKOMCS 0 My4YeHHUsIX, O KOTOPBIX ThI, BO3MOXKHO, HACJIbIIIIAH.

[Tocye 3TOTO 51 HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS. BCE-TaKy XOPOIII0, YTO MHE He NMPUAETCS KyNaThCs B
0CBexXKalollleM KUISIIeM Maclie.

- A... 9yTo BH Ha3Banu [IpuOkITHEM? - CHOBA 3aiaJl BOIIPOC f.

- 9TO TOT MOMEHT, KOT[a MOSBUIUCE IIePBHIE JIIOOY Ha 3TOH 3emiie. Hy, roe-To oBe Hemelu Has3al.
KcraTu, 51 OBI7T OTHUM U3 HUX, - OTBETHUJ CTAPHUK. - [IoHaYasmy MBI UCITyTaINCh, 1 HEKOTOPEIE U3
TIePBBIX MBAAIATH YeJI0BEK Havanu 0e3yMHO HallafaTh Ha APYT APYyTa, Belb, - CTAPUK YCMEXHYIICS, -
KTO ObI He Y2KACHYJICSI, 0CO3HAB, YTO yMep... Ho Bce 9TH HamafieHusT He MPUBOIUIIHN K ITOCIIEICTBUSIM.

CrapuK BCTal ¥ MOOOUIEN K OIHUKaANIIEMYy MYKUKHE, HO HE OCTAHOBUJICS, a... IIPOIIET CKBO3b HETO...
[TpocTo HOTU CTapuKa MCUE3/IH B TYJIOBUIIE MYXKYHUHEL, & IIOTOM BHIIIUIA C IPYTOM CTOPOHEL... ITO
BBITJISIIENIO TaK, Oy[TO B OHJIAMH UTPe UTPOKY B OMHON KOMaHIe CBOOOTHO XOMST Yepe3 ApYT Apyra.
Bpp, B peanbHOM XKU3HU 9TO BRITJIIAUT CTPAIIHEE,

- Kak Bupuiilb, MBI HE MOXKEM KOCHYTBCA KOT0-11100. CKOpO TBI K 9TOMY IIPHMBBIKHEIID.

[ToToM s 3amarn elfé HeCKOJIbKO He3HaUUTeIbHEIX BOIIPOCOB U IOTIJIENICS B CBOM oM. [a,
OKa3BIBAETCS, OH Y MEHS €CTh, U S IPOCTO MIPUAY K HEMY, €CJIA HeBEJOMBIM MHe CII0COO0M BCIIOMHIO
mopory. CTOHT IIPOCTO MOUTH B JII0OYI0 CTOPOHY, He myMasi Hu 0 4éM, u BOT! 91 yxke moma.

AX ma, B 3TOM MeCTe HeCKOIbKO TaKMuX IMoceNeHui. A TouHee, 11eCTh. M3 31ech HUKaK He Ha3bIBaloT,
na ¥ 3aueM? YTo X, B Halllel iIepeBHe KUBYT OKOJIO COPOKA YeJIOBEK. OTOT CTapUK CIIYXKUT TYT 3a
CTapellInHy ¥ MOMOraeT HOBUYKaM. BTopas mepeBHS - mocejieHue paHaTUKOB. OHU OyMaloT, YTO
n30paHel caMuM CaTaHOH U HeJlaloT BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB PACIPOCTPAHUTD CBOM amokpud... OHU-TO
Y TIOHATHIKaIM 3TU TaONM4YKu. B 9TOM mepeBHe KUBYT OKOJIO IIECTUNECSATH YeloBek... Mfa,



nme4danabHO. O0 OCTaIbHEIX IIOCEJIEHUSIX MOS JEPEBHA MaJIO YTO 3HAET, HO TBépJI[O HU3BECTHO, 4YTO B HUX
IIOYTH HUKTO HE HAaXOOUTC. KpOMe TOT'0, BCeé IePEBHU CTPYKTYPHO OOJMHAKOBEI: BCE UMEIOT
OIWHAKOBYIO IIJIOIaab, PACIIOJIO2KEeHNE NOMOB 1 KaMEHb C OMHOM M TOM K€ HaAIHUChIO.

Takxke B 9TOM MeCTe JIIONK He YyBCTBYIOT IOTPEOHOCTH B €€ U OTOBIXe. A 3aCHYTb, OKA3hIBAETCS,
BOOOIIle HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ceityac s ¢ moOOIHITCTBOM OCMAaTPHUBA0 HHTEPhEP CBOETO HoMa. 30eCh eCTh BCET0 OJHAa KOMHATA, B
KOTOPOM y CTEHHI CTOSITIa KPOBaTh (HEIIOHSITHO 3a4eM), CTOJIUK, CTYNI U OeCIoIe3H0e OKHO.

4 cen Ha KpoBaTk.

Ecnu 3agyMaThCst, TO BOOOIIe HEeIb3s MMOHSTh, YTO 9TO 32 MECTO0. MOXKeT, 9T0 U eCTh Af? 31ech BhI
BBIHY2KIEHHI CTPagaTh OT MOHOTOHHOCTH [HEH, KUTh 03 BO3MOXKHOCTH TBOPYECTBA, BeOb HUKAKUX
MaTepHaioB TYT CHeNaTh Helb3s. []a ¥ CTPAHHO, YTO C MAaTEPUAIbHEIM MUPOM, HAIIPUMED, C IBEPhIO
IioMa s MOT'Y B3aHMOJIeCTBOBATD, a C JIIOIbMHU HET.

4 ynércst Ha KpoBaTh, 3aKPHLI T'Jla3a, MBITAsSCh MOPAIbHO OTIOXHYTh OT BCero 3Toro 6e3o06pas3us. Ho,
KaK Ha 3710, MHE CHOBA CYKIeHO ObLIO UATH KyAa-To...

A nmenHo K KaMHI0, OTKyZa OHOCHUJICS MYKCKOM 0ac:
- Cto narbaecaT! KonudecTBO MPEBEICUIO CTO IAThH...

W TyT HEOXKUIAHHBIM TPOXOT 3aTJIyIIKII TOI0C YeI0BeKa.
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