— {1 xkankoe nogo0ue UeloBeKa, MeHs CJIefoBajo Obl IPOCTO BEITEPETH CaleTKOM, a 3aTeM
BEIOPOCHUTH B OM0pa3ylaraeMoe MyCOPHOEe BeIpO UJTU IPOCTO CIIYCTUTH B YHUTA3. OCTABUTh THUTH U
TIOKOHYUTb C MOUM CYyI[ECTBOBAHUEM.

['me-To B HEM3BECTHOCTH Ha rope KHUT JiexKall YeJI0BeK, KOTOPOTO MOXKHO OBIJI0 0XapaKTepH30BaTh
TOJIKO KaK YejioBeKa 3aypsigHOM BHEUTHOCTH... HeT. Bo3MoXkHO, “3aypsAnHas” BHEITHOCTh Oblya OBl
IIPeyMeHbIIEHHEM, TakK KaK ecyii OBl KTO-TO B3TJISIHYJI HA HETO, TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Obl, YTO OHU IIOYTHU
3HAKOMBI, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs 3T0 ObLIO He Tak.

W, BO3MOKHO, TOpPa KHUT TOXKe Obl/la MpeyMeHbIIEeHNEM, TIOCKOJIBKY TaM, BEPOSITHO, ObLIN
MIJITHaPAbl ¥ MUJIIMapAH KHUT; Jaxe I10Jle, IPOCTUpalolleecs Boalb, Ha caMoM fiejie ObLIO IIPOCTO
MOpEM KHHUT.

— ITouemy s Takoi yponnuselii? Ckaxu MHe, Meccus, mouyeMy 5 ypoanuBeld? — MyxkunHa, JlronuaH,
pasrosapuBai caM c coboii... Her. OH pa3roBapuBa ¢ 30JI0THIM CKeJIETOM, KOTOPHIH JIexKall PSI0OM C
HUM Ha BEpIIMHE TOPH KHUT. JII0I[MaH YUTal KHUTY; CJI0Ba ObLIM Hepa30oOpYHUBEL

— W BOT, 5 3aKPBIBAO CBOIO MTOCJIEHIO KHUTY, ITOCIIEHION UCTOPUIO — ¥ BCE XKe, TOUYeMy MOsI
coOCTBEeHHAs BCE eIe MPOOOIIKAETCS?

3aTteM JlonmaH mocMoTpes Ha He6o, U B ero riia3ax 0Tpa3ujachk pa3buTtas nyHa. HeT, HECKOJIBKO JIyH.
HexkoToprie u3 HUX OBUIH Haxke He HeOECHBEIMU TeJaMH, a KopalasMu; KOCMUYECKUMU allapaTaMu,
IOCTaTOYHO OONMBIIMMHU, YTOOB UX MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUIETH fjaxke C IOBEPXHOCTU 3eMJIH... eCJIH,
KOHeuHOo, JIomual neicTBUTeNIbHO OB Ha “3emie”.

— Ax, rope MHe, — 3aTeM JlionuaH u3nas HeOOoJIbIIOoM, HO OUYeHb TTTyOO0KUH B30X, TpeXae YeM
IIPOCTO ITO3BOJIUTH Ccebe CKATUTLCS C TOPHl KHUT; €T0 JIUII0, fae KOrfa OH Pe3KO yIiasl, ObIo
TIOJIHOCTBIO JIUIIEHO KakKux-nubo amouuii: — Ox, aii. Aii. [ToueMy Ke 5 TaKOW YPOAJIUBHIN ?

W, HaKOHEII, CIIyCTs, KaK eMy IT0Ka3aJ0oCh, IIe/IyI0 MUHYTY, OH HOOpPaJICs [0 IOTHOXKUS TOPHI
TUTepaTyphl. Y, coenas 9T0, OH MPOCTO OCTAJICS JieXKaTh, He TOBOPS HU CJI0Ba caMoMy cebe; Ha ero
PYKe 1lexkall Yeper 30JI0TOr0 CKeeTa.

Y coycTsi, Kak eMy II0Ka3aJjioCh, eIki Yac OH, HaKOHell, BCTaJI; C TIOMOIIbIO Yepella OH OTOOBUHYII
OallHi0 U3 KHUT, OKPYKaBIIYIO0 ero, 1 00HAPYKUJT KAKOW-TO MeXaHU3M, KaICyJy, KoTopas Obla
OOCTATOYHO OOMNBIION, YTOOLL OH MOT B HEE IOMECTUTLCH.

— I'me oHu?.. Meccus, Tl BUAEN, KyAa 5 UX MMOJI0XKuU? Jloliual Hayajl YTO-TO UCKaTh, U KaK TOJIbKO
OH YBHUMEJ KOJIJIEKITNIO KHUT PSIOOM C KaIlCyJIoH, Ha ero JInile IOsIBUIach IMHUPOKas Yiab0Ka, KOTOpas
COBEPIIIEHHO He CoYeTanach ¢ ero 6ecCTPaCTHBEIM JIUIIOM. B 0T/IMYMe OT OCTalbHBEIX KHUT C TBEPOBIMU
007102KKaMH U TOJICTHIMU CTPaHUIIAMU, KHUTH U3 3TOM KOJIIEKIMU ObUIM TOHbIIIE U Topa3zo 6omee
SIPKUMU — “KOMUKCHI”.

— Xa-a-a... — 3aTeM JlionaH Hayas IpocMaTpUBaTh KOMUKCH OUH 3a OPYTUM, IpeXkae 4yeM



OTOPBATH YEIIOCTh 30JIOTOMY 4YepeIry: — .5 Tak moniro, Tak MOJIro Xmajl, YTOOH CTAaTh IIOX0XKHUM Ha
BCe€X BaC, HO 3TOT'O TaK M He IIPOMU3O0IIIIO. Hoquy?

— ...IlouemMy MeH$ Henb3sI OTIIPABUTL B APYTOM MHUP, KaK BCeX Bac?

U 6e3 maneinux KonebaHu JIoraH Hayasl pBAaTh KOMUKCH Ha YaCTH, UCIOJB3Ys 30JI0TYIO
YeJTI0CTh; OMHAKO HA €ro JIMIle He 0TPa3ujIoCh THEBA.

— [ToueMy TaKuXx IIOfiel, KaK BB, COMBaeT TPy30BUK U OTIPaBIIgeT Ha IOUCKU IPUKITIOYEHUN B
OPyro¥ MUp, KOTTla HUKTO M3 BaC 9TOT0 He 3aclyxKuBaeT? — JloluaH 1enTan cebe mod HOC,
BBIOpACHIBasi 30JI0TYIO YeJIIOCTh TaK Ha3hIBaeMOro Meccuu: — YPOMNJIUBEIY, YIIUTAHHbIM 3aTBOPHUK,
KOTOPHIN JTI0OUT JeTel, Tak Ke YPOIJIUBLIM, TaK XkKe XKUPHBIN, HO C KOMITJIEKCOM ITPEBOCXOJICTRA,
peOEHOK, Hafl KOTOPHIM M3[IeBalOTCS APYyrue, KTo cinabee ero, UAMOT, KOTOPHIM TONBKO U JIe/IaeT, YTO
UrpaeT B BUIEOUTPH, HeyoauHUK. bu3HecMeH, TOKOHYUBIINY C c000M, OyKBaIbHO PaHAOMHBIH
YeJI0BeK, YMEPIIUM OT IePeyTOMIEHU. .

— ...Tak noyemy He {1, 4eJIOBEK, KOTOPBIX BEIKUJI B 9TOM Balllell yMUpAIOLLe! BCEJIEHHONU?

3aTteM JliomaH pacKUHYJ PYKH B CTOPOHBI ¥ pa30pocal BCE Haf co00M, I03BOIISAST pacOpPOCaHHBEIM
YacTSIM HeKOorja KOMHUKCa OCHIaThCs Ha HEro JOXKAEM; 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a, OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJ X BCE Ha
CBOEH’ KOXKe.

— 4 ryneI#, 9MOIMOHANBHO AeTPafupPYIOLUINH, YPOAIUBLIHM YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPHIM IIPOXKHUI THICSYH JIET,
He BCTYIIasl B IIOJIOBYIO CBSI3b. [10JTHBIM HEYTAaYHUK — 9TOT0 JOJIXKHO OBIJIO OBITH JOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI,
10 KpaiHey Mepe, IOMaCTh IO TPY30BUK U IIOMACTb B MHOM MHUP, — BRIJOXHY JIoMaH, Ha4aB O4eHb
Me[IJIEHHO MOTAaTh T'0JIOBOM B3ajI-BIEPEN,

— 41 TakXKe crnac MUJIIHAPOBE ¥ MUJIIHapOL! XKu3Hel. Tebe 3T0 He moHpaBunock? Tebe He
TIOHPABUJIOCH, YTO ST BMELINBAIOCH B TBOIO 00KeCTBEHHYI0 paboTy? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU BCE YMEpIIH,
HO 51 BCE PaBHO CIlaC UX. ITO [OJIKHO 3aCUUTHIBATHCSA. f HAKOMUI JOCTATOYHO KapMBbI, TaK Io4yeMy?
[ToyeMy 5Tu XKanKue JTIOTULIKY 3aCIyKUBAIOT OPYTOM XKU3HU B MUpe (aHTa3ui, a 1 HeT? 3a4eM
IaBaTh €€ TeM, KTO 3TOTO He 3aCIyXKuBaeT? OTO IOTOMY, YTO S OCIIapKBalo TBOU IIPUTSA3aHUd, HE TaK
u??? Jto moToMy, uTo g 6pocun tebe Br30B U obengun Tebs, boxe?! {1 youn TBoero crlHa, IOTOMY
YTO 5 MUJIOCEPIEeH, moueMy Orl Tebe He cHesaTh TO Ke caMoe CO MHOM?!

Ha 6ecctpactHoM muiie JToluaHa MOSBUINCH TPU3HAKY THEBa, KOTIa OH YCTABUIICS Ha Pa3pyIIeHHOe
HebOO Ha[ TOJI0BOH.

— 970 TBOs BuHA! TBOS BMHA B TOM, YTO ThHI He ciepxuBan MeHs1! — JlonuaH yka3an Ha He60: —
3aueM THI caefianl MeHsa TakuM?! Mo pa3ym He ocTaHaBnuBaeTcsa! OH IIPOCTO AyMaeT, ¥ JyMaeT, 1
nymaet! THL..

— ...TBI TOT, KTO HafeNnu MeHsl 6e3rpaHUYHBIMY 3HAHUSIMHU, HO faxe 6IM3K0 He TIOHOIIEN K
MYZAPOCTH, YTOOBI UCIIOIH30BATh UX MOKHBEIM 00pa3oM! [TocMoTpy, uTo T Hapenan! Temepb Mel 00a



opuu! Her...

— ...T®I omuH.

JIronimaH, HaKOHEII, YCIIOKOHIJICA, KOT'Ia IIOCMOTPEI Ha 60J’IBUIYIO KaIICYIly Iiepen cobol, 04eHb
MEeOJIEHHO HpI/I6J'[I/I}Ka${CB K HeM ¥ m37aBasi TUXHM, HO MaHWAKAJIbHEIN CMEIIOK,

— HeyXenu THL... HeyKeNu TH AEHCTBUTEILHO OyMaJl, YTO I He CMOT'y PelIuTh 3Ty npobnemy, boxe?
— JIronvaH moKadaj rojIoBOM, €0 rojIoC gpoxKai: — T-THlL... TEL AEUCTBUTEJILHO AyMaJl, YTO 5 He
Halay crnocob mocTudb cBoew 1enu? C MOMOIIBI0 9TOM MAIIMHE S CMOTY IIepegaTh BCE-0, KpoMe
CcBoero (GpU3n4YecKoro Teja, APYyroMy yMUpaIOIIeMYy 4€JI0BEKY, KOTOPHIN He IPUHAAJIEXUT K 3TOMY
MUDPY, K 9TOU BCEJIEHHOU, KOTOPYIO ThHI CO-03AaJl.

JTtolaH Havasl BO3UTHCS C TEPMHUHAIOM KAIICYJIBl; B €T0 Ila3aX 0TPaXkauCh CII0Ba U Y30PH! Ha
9KpaHe, KOTOPEIE C TAKUM XK€ YCIIeXOM MOTIJIM OBITh KapakKyIsaMu. Ero 0e3yMHBIH CMeX YCUIMBAJICS C
KaXXIOU CeKYHIOMU, II0OKa OH BBOOMII KAKKE-TO ITapaMeTPHl, ¥ 0YeHb CKOPO KaIlCyJla 3aCBETUIIACh, U U3
Heé B paspylleHHoe HeO0 Havaly CTPEJISTh JIa3epHl.

— Xa... Xa-xa-xa... — JIrolmaH cMesics, ORICTPO 3a0upasiCh B KAICyiy: — BoT u Bcé. HakoHel-To...

CMex ¥ cuacTbe UCcUe3u c auia JlronuaHa, CMeHUBIINChH MeJIaHXOIHYHEIM B300X0M, KOTHa OH
IIPUCJIOHUIICS] CIIMHOM K KaIlCyJie U IIPOCTO MO3BOJIUII cebe ymacTh.

— Kak xe s ycran... — JIuno JltonraHa cHOBa ObIJIO THIIEHO KAKUX-TMO0 9MOIIKM, KOTHa OH B
IIOCTIEIHUM pa3 MOCMOTPEN Ha TOPHl KHUT, KOTOPBIe OKpyKanu ero: — ...Hagewocs, 94To 5 cTaHy
KPaCHBHIM MYKYHMHOM, Y KOTOporo Oy#oeT oueHb Muslas XKeHa ¥ IIpeKpacHbIM peOeHOK. ... S MpocTo
X04y OBITh YaCThIO CEMbU. JTO BCE, YETO g Ha caMoM feJie Korpa-nubo xoten. [Ipomry, Boxke. Tombko
OJVH pa30K... nopaboTaii cCo MHOM.

3areM JloMaH 3aKphUI I'J1a3a, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK IPKUY CBET, OKPYXKaBIIU €ro, IpeBpallaeTcs B
YepHOTY; CO3HaHKE Me[JIEHHO IIOKUAAEeT ero.

U HakoHell, HaKOHeEll...

HokTop JlronuaH ['peii, 4ermoBeK, KOTOPEIN MBITAJICS CIIACTH BCIO BCEJIEHHYIO U MOYTH IIPEyCIIel B
3TOM, [IePEBOIUT OyX B IIOCTIEIHUY pa3 u: — Xa?

Ho BHe3amHo JIioIaH CMOT OTKPHITH I'JIa3a TOJIBKO TOT{Ia, KOT{Ia YCIBIIall I'POMKUY 3BYK KIIaKCOHa,
KOTOPHIM, Ka3aJI0Ch, IOHOCUJICS u3maneka. CHadasa OH He oOpallas Ha 9TO BHUMAaHUs, HO II0 Mepe
TOTO, KaK OHO CTAHOBHUJIOCH BCE OnuxkKe u OluKe, OH YBUJIEJ, UTO TOPHl €70 KHUT HaYUHAIOT TPSCTUCH
1 OCHITIAThCS.

«4t0 3TO0...»



Y npexpe yeM JIionuaH ycres IPOU3HECTH XOTh CJIOBO, M3-3a OIMIKAUIIEN rophl KHUT IPSIMO Iepen
HUM BHE3AITHO BEIHEIPHYJI GOJIBIION T'PY30BUK, IPOEXaB MPSMO CKBO3b HETO.

— Her... — I'masa JlionmaHa pacCLIMpUIKUCh, KOTAA OH yCTaBUJICS Ha (aphl IPy30BUKa, IIpeXae 4eM
IIOCMOTPETh Ha BOAUTEJS, U YBUAET MyXKUYUHY, Yb€ TUII0 OBLIO CKPHITO OT O0JIee YeM COTHH T'ias,
CMOTPEBIINX Ha Hero; 006a CpemHUX Iajblla He3HaKOMIla ObIIM IIOJHSTH B CTOPOHY JIolKaHa,

— ...AX THI, MEJIOYHBIN YOITIOMOK. ..

W meiicTBUTENBHO, Ha 3TOT pa3 moKTop JlrouuaH ['peit, 4eIoBeK, KOTOPHIM MHITAJICS CIACTH BCIO
BCEJIEHHYIO U MOYTH IIPEYCIIell B 9TOM, UCITYCKAeT MOCIeTHUM B3[I0X, KOTla TPY30BUK TOIHKO YTO
IIPOTApPaHUII eT0 TaK Ha3kIBAEMYIO KaIlCyJTy IepecejieHus AYIId, B KOTOPO OH BCE eIlé HaXOOucs...

..."nu, 1o KpaleeI;I Mepe, 3TO TO, 4TO OOJIZKHO OBIITO CIIy4YHUTBCA. JltonyaH OelCTBUTENbHO Cesan
CBOWi TIOCJIEMHUM BOOX, HO OH BOBCE He MCYEes3.

CHayvamna OH CHBIIIUT 3BYK HEIIPEPEIBHOI'O IIOTOKA. A 3aTeM OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO Ka4adeTCd; Kyda
HMEHHO, HeM3BeCTHO. JTO Ka3aJa0Ch 0ECKOHEYHEIM, II0Ka He IIPEKpPaTUuiioCh.

Bckope OH yBUAEN CBET, a 3a HUM — JIMI[0 YeJI0BEKa, OTPOMEHHOI'0 YeJl0BeKa, KOTOPBIM AepkKal ero
OIHOU PYKOW.

«9T0... 3T0 OHO!» — [Tomyman JltouuaH. Y Hero ObIJI0O MHOT'O KHUT, KOTOPhle HAYMHAINCh UMEHHO TaK,
TZie TJIaBHbIM repoi OB YOUBJIEH, YBUIEB TUTAHTOB KOTOPHE OKA3BIBAIMChH €I'0 POOUTENISIMH — U 3TO
MOJKHO OBIIIO 03HAYATh, UTO 3TOT KPACUBLIM BeIMKaH, MepKallluii ero Ha pyKax, ObLI ero OTIIOM.

Jlovan GBICTPO B3TJIAHYII Ha CBOETO IIPEAIIOIaraeMOro OTad U YBUAE €T0 YIOCTOBEPEHHUE
JINYHOCTH, BUCHIIIEE Y HETO Ha IIee.

IokTtop ITutep O360pH, “3aMeCTUTENb TIOMOIITHUKA B YIIPaBIeHUN SIIePHOM 3alIUTH ITPOTUB
Onumna”.

Kazarnocs 05l, y Jltoninana Bnepenu OyoeT oueHb KoM(pOPTHas KU3Hb — eIUHCTBEHHHBIN BOIIPOC
Tellephb B TOM, I'ie Oblna ero MaTh? K coxaneHuto, npexnae yeM JIolMaH yCcIen oryisifeT KOMHATYy, B
KOTOPO# OH HaXOJUJICS, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €r0 CUJIbHO KayaeT, KOTha ero oTel] Hayasl XOOUTh.

«YT0 3a... I04eMy ThHI JEePXKUIIb MeHS OOHOU PYKOH, fa ellle TakK CUIbHO?!» — JIolMaH X0TeJl CAesaTh
otuy BEIr0BOp. Ho, KOHEYHO, OH BCE eII€ He MOT TOBOPUTH, KaK MiIafieHell. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH
MOT [ieflaTh — 3TO Pa3MaxuBaTh PyKaMH....

...Ho oH 00HapyXu, 4TO gaxe ero pyk HUTOE HeT.



U ouensb CKOPO €ero oTer 3allen B BAHHYIO, JIto1iMaH HaKOHEL CMOT YBUOETH cebs B 3€pPKaljie.

W xak TOIBKO OH IIOHSJ, KeM OH OBIL...

...ETO CMBIIA B YHUTA3.

OH BOBCe He OBII MJIafeHIeM, HeT.

OH OB €10aHOM CIIEPMOM, BHITEPTOM O candeTKy 1 OpPOILIeHHON B YHUTA3.

W Teneps, KOTTA OH MMOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO KPYXKUTCS U €T0 3acaChiBaeT B 6€3OHHYIO IPOIMACTh, a OTeIl
CMBLIBA€T €r0 BMECTe C OCTaHKaM{ MUJIJTMOHOB er0 OpaTheB U CECTED, eIMHCTBEHHEIM BOIIPOCOM,
KOTOPBIY OCTAJICSI B HECYILECTBYIOIEM MO3Ty JlfonuaHa, ObIII...

...IToueMy OH OBI1 3€JIEHHIM U, HE TOBOPS Y2Ke O TOM, CBETHIICS?

— ...CocTosauue.

[CrenanbHas 06TydE€HHAS CliepMa, BHITEPTAs Ha [BYXCJIOWHYIO candeTky #69].

«OX... oTmryHo. Hy ¥ 4yBCTBO 10MOpa», — B3[0XHYI JIIOIMaH CBOMM HECYLIECTBYIOIIHUM rOJI0COM,
KOT'7Ia YBH/IEJ BCIIJILIBAIOLTHE Iepey] HUM cJioBa: «I10 KpaiHel Mepe, ¥ Te0sT XBaTHIIO IOPSI0YHOCTH
IPEeNJIOKUTh MHE CHCTEMY, KaK B HOBEJIJIaX».

[[TpucTymao K yoaneHuio CUCTEMEL.. . ]

[...CucTtema ymaneHa...]

«Bbs...»

«...Thl MEUCTBUTEIIBHO MEJIOYHLIN YOITIOMOK .
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